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Theif firft Rise and Settlement in thelfland of 
Providence , to the prefent Time. 


With the remarkable Anions and Adventures of the two Female Pyfates 

Mary Read and Anne Bonny ; 

Contained in the following Chapters, 
Introdu&ion. f IX. Of* Capt. Roberts, 


Chap. I. Of Capt. Avery. 
II. Of Capt. Martel. 
-III. Of Capt* Teach. 
IV. Of Capt* Bonnet . 
V* Of Capt* England* 

VI. Of Capt. Vane. 

VII. Of Capt. Kackam * 
VIII. Of Capt. Davis. 



X. Of Capt. Anfiit. 

XI. Of Capt. Worley. 
XII. Of Capt. Lowthet, 

XIII. Of Capt. Low. 

XIV. Of Capt. Evans. 

XV. Of Capt. Phillips. 

XVI. Of Capt. Spriggs. 
And their ieyeral Crews. 


To which is added. 

A fliort ABSTRACT df the Statute and Civil 
Law, in Relation to Pyracy. 
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® AIDING take n more than ordinary Pains in 
collecting the Materials which > compofe the 
following Hijftoryj we could not r , he fatisfied 
with our felves , if any Thing were wanting tft 

* I m 1 * J J • ‘ • f r* ' , y-» » jE? ^ J > 


II it, which might render it entirely fat isf after jf 
tQ the Publick : It is for this Reafon we have fiibjoined to 
the Worky\a jhort AbftraCl of the Laws now in Force again ft 
Pyrates,\a?/d made Choice of fome particular Cafes, (the 
mo (i curious we could meet with) which have been hereto 
fore t tried , by which it pill appear what ACHons have, and 
what have not been adjudged Pyracy, ’ . v’ , . "*• 

„• \Jt is pojfible this Book may fall into the 'Hands of fome 
Afdfiers of Ships, and other hone ft Mariner s 0 who frequent* 
ly, by Contrary Winds or Tempefts, or other Accidents inci* 
dent to long Voyages^ find themfelves reduced to great Di- 
ft re ffisy either through Scarcity of Proviftons, or Want of 
Stores .\v l fdy, it may be a Dir ell ion to fuch as thofe, what 
Lengths they may venture to go, without violating the Law 
of Nations, in Cafe., they jhould meet other Ships at Sea§ or 
be call on fome inhofpitdble Shore , which Jhould re Fife to 
trade with them for fuch Things as are abfolutely riecejfary 
for the Prefcrvation of their Lives , or the Safetj/ of the 
Ship and Cargoe. . _ . j / 

We have given a few 'In fiances in the Court e of this 
Hiftory of the Inducements Men heave to engage themfelves 
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' The PREFACE. - ' 

headlong in a Life of fo much Peril to themfelves , and fo 
deflruftive to the Navigation oft he trading World } to re- 
medy which Ei/il there feems to he biit two Ways , either to 
find Employment for the great Numbers f of Seamen turned 
adrift at the Conclufion of a War , and thereby prevent 
their running into fuch Undertakings, or to guard fujfici- 
entiy the Coafi of Africa, the Weft-Indies, and other 
Places whereto Pyrates refort. 

I cannot but take Notice in this Place , that during this 
long Peace, I have not fo much as heard of a Dutch Py- / 
rate : It is not that I take them to be honefler than their 
Neighbours * but when we account for it, it will, perhaps, be 
a Reproach to our f elves for our want of Indu fry : The Rea - 
fon I take to be, that after a Wax, when the Dutch Ships 
are laid up, they have a Fifhery, where their Seamen find 
immediate Bufinefs, and as comfortable Bread as they had 
before. Had ours the fame Recourfe in their Neceffities, 
I m certain we fhould find the fame Effecb from it \ for a 
Fifhery is a Trade that cannot be over flock'd m , the Sea is 
wide enough for us all, we need not quarrel for Elbow-room : 
Its Stores are infinite, and will ever reward the Labourer . 
Befides, our own Co aft, for the mofl Part, /apply the Dutch, 
who employ fever al hundred Sail conflantly in the Trade, 
and fo fell to ns our own Fijh . I call it our own, for the 

Sovereignty of the Britifh Seas, are to this Day acknowledg- 
ed us by the Dutch, and all the neighbouring Nations 
wherefore, if there was a public k Spirit among us, it would 
be well worth our while to eflablifh a National Fifhery, which 
would be the heft Means in the World to prevent Pyracy, 
employ a Number of the Poor, and cafe the Nation of a 
great Burthen, by lowering the Price of Provifion in general, 
as well as of fever al other Commodities . 

I need not bring any Proofs of what I advance, viz. that 
there are Multitudes of Seamen at this Day unemployed \ it 
is but too evident by their flraggling, and begging all over the 
Kingdom. Nor is it fo much their Inclination to Jdlenef, as 
their own hard Fate, in being caft off after their 'Work is 
dene, to fiarve or fled. I have not known a Man of 
; - • • War 
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The P R E F A C E. 

War commiffion d for feveral Tears pa ft, but three times her 
Compliment of Men have offer'd themfelves in 24 Hours \ 
the Merchants take their [Advantage of this, leffen their 
Wages , and thofe few who are in Bufinefs are poorly paid , 
and hut poorly fed ; fuch Vfage breeds Difcontents among (t 
them, and makes them eager for any Change. 

1 fhall not repeat what 1 have faid in the Hiflory con* 
cerning the Privateers of the Weft-Indies, where / have 
taken Notice they live upon Spoil , and as Cu(iom is a fecond 
Nature , it is no Wonder that , when an hone ft Livlyhood is 
not eafily had , they run into one fo like their own \ fo that 
it may be faid , that Vrivateers in Time of War are a Nur~ 
fery for Byrates again ft a Peace. 

Now we have accounted for their Rife and Beginning , it 
will be natural to enquire why they are not taken and de- 
firoy'd , before they come to any Head , feeing that they are 
feldom lefs than twelve Men of War ftationed in our Ame- 
rican Plantations , even in Time of Peace , a Force fuffi- 
cient to contend with a powerful Enemy. This Enquiry , 
perhaps, will not turn much to the Honour of thofe concern'd 
in that Service , however, I hope I may be excus'd, if what 
J hint is with a Defign of ferving the Publick. 

I fay, 'tis fir ange that a few Pyrates Jhould ravage the 
Seas for Tears, without ever being light upon, by any of our 
Ships of War ; when in the mean Time, they (the Pyrates) fhall 
take Fleets of Ships it looks as if one was much more dili- 
gent in their jiff airs, than the other . Roberts and his Crew, 
alone , took 400 Sail , before he was defiroy'd. 

This Matter, I may probably fet right another Time , 
and only obferve for the prefent, that the Pyrates at Sea, 
have the fame Sagacity with Robbers at Land , as the latter 
under fl and what Roads are mo ft frequented, and where it is 
mo ft likely to meet with Booty, fo the former know what 
Latitude to lie in, in order to intercept Ships and as the 
Pyrates happen to be in want of Provifions, Stores, or any 
particular Lading , they cruifc accordingly for fuch Ships , 
and are morally certain of meeting with them ; and by the 
fame Reafon, if the Men of War cruifc in thofe Latitudes, 
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The PREFACE. 

they might be as fure of finding the Fy rates, as the Fyratet 
are to find the Merchant Ships \ and if the Tyrates are not tQ 
be met’ with by the Men of War in fuch a Latitude , then 
furely down the fame Latitude may the Merchant Ships ar- 
rive fafely to their Fort. » 

To male this a little plainer to my Country Readers, 

1 muH obferve that all our outward bound Ships, fimetime 
after they leave the Land , fleer into the \ Latitude of 
the Place they are bound to j if to the Weft- India IJlands, 
or any Fart of the Main of America, as New- York, 
New-England, Virginia, See. becaufe the Latitude is 
the only Certainty An thofe Voyages to be found, and then 
they fail due Wefl , till they come to their Fort , without 
altering their Courfe. In this Wefl Way lie the Fy rates, 
whether it be to Virginia, See . or Nevis, St. Ghrifto- 
phers, Montierat, Jamaica, &c. fo that if the Mer- 
chant Ships bound thither , do not fall a Frey to them one 
t) ay, they mush another : Therefore I fay, if the Men, of War 
tale the fame Track , the Pyrates mufl unavoidably fall into 
their Mouths , or be frighted away , for where the Game - is , 
there will the Vermin be 4 , if the latter fhguld be the Cafe , 
the trading Ships , as I faid before , will pafs unmolefled and 
fafe , and the Pyrates be reduced to take Refuge in fome of 
their lurking Holes about the uninhabited ffla'nds , where 
their Fate would be like that of the Fox in his Den, if they 
fhould venture out, they would be hunted and taken, and if 
they flay within they muflflarve. 

/ mu Hr obferve another Thing, that the Pyrates generalr 
ly fluff their Rovings, according to the Seafon of the Tear • 
jn the Summer they crulfe moflly alo?ig the Goafl of the Con - 
tinenv of America, but the Winters there. ^ being a little 
too cold for them, they follow the Sun, and go towards the 
Iflands, at the approach of cold Weather. Every Man 
who has ufed the Weft-lndia Trade, knows this to be , 
true * therefore, flnee we are fo weH acquainted with all 
their Motions, 1 cannot fie why our Men of W nr under a 
vroper Regulation , may not go to the Southward, in ft e ad of 
tying up dll the Winter ufilefs : But I fh all proceed too far 


The PREFACE* 

in this m Enquiry, I fball \therefore quit it^and fay fom e - ; 
thing* of the following Sheets, which the Author \ may venture 
to affure the Reader that they have one Thing to recommend 
them, which is Truth m , thofe FaEls which he .himfelf was 
not an Eye-Witnefs of, he had from the authentic k Relati- 
ons of the Perfons concern d in taking the Pyrates, as wel^ 
as from the Mouths of the Pyrates themf elves, rafter they 
were taken , and he conceives no Man can Produce abetter 
Teftimonies to fuff or t the Credit of any Hi ft ory. 

It will be obferved, that the Account \*of the Attions of 
Roberts runs into a greater Length, than that of any other 
Tyrate , for which we can affign two Reafons, first,: vecaufe 
he ravaged the Seas longer than the reFtj and- of Confequence 
there muB be a greater Scene of Bufinefs in his. Life :: Second- 
ly y being refolved not to weary the Reader, with tire fome 
Repetitions : When we found the Circumftances in Roberts V 
Life, and other Pyrates, either as to pyratical Articles, or 
any Thing elfe,to be the fame, we thought it belt to give them 
but once, and chofe Roberts’.? Life for that Purpofe, he ha- 
ving made more Noife in the World, than fome others. 

As to the Lives of our twq female Pyrates, we muB con- 
fefs they may appear a little Extravagant, yet they are 
never the lefts true for feeming fo, but as they were pub- 
lickly try'd for their Pyracies, there are living Witnejfes 
enough to juftify what we Lave laid down concerning ; them ", 
it is certain, we have produced fome Particulars which were 
not fo publickly known, the Reafon is, we were more inquifi- 
tlve into the Circumftances of their paB Lives, c than other 
People , who had no other, fiefign, than that of gratifying 
their own private Curiofity : If there are fome Incidents and 
Turns in their Stories, which may give them a little the 
Air of a Novel, they are not* invented or contrived for 
that Purpofe, it is a Kind of Reading this Author is but 
little acquainted with, but as he himfelf was exceedingly 
diverted with them , when they were related to him, he 
thought they might have the fame EffeB upon the Reader . 

I prefume we need make no Apology for giving the Name 
of a H ft ory to the following Sheets , though they contain no- 
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The PREFA C E. 

thing but the Actions of a Parcel of Robbers It is Bra* 
very and Stratagem in War which male Allions worthy of 
Record ; in which Senfe the Adventures here related will 
be thought deferving that Name.} Plutarch is very cir + 
cumfiantial in relating the ASHons of Spartacus, the Slave, 
and makes the Conquest of him, one of the great eli Glories 
of Marcus Craffus \ and it is probable , if this Slave had 
livd a little longer , Plutarch would have given us his 
Life at large . Rome, the Mifirefs of the World, was no 
more at frit than a Refuge for Thieves and Outlaws \ and 
if the Prcgrefs of our Pyrates had been equal to their Be- 
ginning \ had they all united , and fettled in fome of thofe 
J funds, they might, by this Time, have been honoured with 
the Name of a Commonwealth, and no Power in thofe Parts 
of the World could have been able to difpute it with them . 

If we have feem'd to glance, with fome Freedom , at the 
Behaviour of fome Governors of Provinces abroad , it has 
been with Caution \ and, perhaps, we have, not declar'd as 
much as we knew : However, we hope thofe Gentlemen in the 
fame Station , who have never given Occafion for the like 
Cenfure, will take no Offence, tho ’ the Word Governor is 
fometimes made ufe of. A ° “ 

P. S. It will be necejfary to add a Word or two to this 
Preface, in order to inform the Reader , that there are fe- 
ver at material Additions made to this fecond Imprejfon, 
which fwelling the Book in Bulk, muB of Con fequence add a 
final l Matter to its Price. ' : 

The frit Imprcffion having been received with fo much 
Succefs by the Tublick, occasioned a very earnefl Demand 
for a fecond : In the mean Time, fiver al Per fins who had 
been taken by the Pyrates, as well as others who had been 
concerned in taking of them, have been fo kind to commu- 
nicate fever al Facts and Cir cum fiances to us, which had 
efcaped us in the frit Imprcffion. This occafioned fome De- 
lay , therefore if we have pot brought it out , as foon as 
wijkld j. it was to render it the more comp leaf. 

.'We fall; not enter into a Detail of all the new Matter 
hj fir ted here , but the Description of the Jfands St, Thome, 

&c. 


The P R E FACE. 

» * I i i * t . » 

&C, <W fW 0/ Brafil fa be faffed by y jp/ffc-' 

out a little Notice. It mult be obferved, that our fpe- 
culative Mathematician* and Geographers y who are y no\ 
doubt, Men of the great e Si Learning , feldom travel 'far- 
ther than their- Clofets for their Knowledge , &c. are 
therefore unqualified to give us* a good Defcription of 
Countries *. It is for this Reafon that all our Maps and 
-jit Ioffes are fo monflroufly faulty , for thefe Gentlemen are 
obliged to take their 'Accounts from the Reports of Mite* 
rate Men. - 

It mull be noted 'alfo y that when the Mafters* of Ships 
make Difcoveries this Way y they are not fond of commu- 
nicating them j a Marls knowing this or that Coafly bet- 
ter than others , recommends him in his Bufinefs, and 
makes him more ufeful, and he'll no more difcover it than a 
Tradefman will the My fiery of his Trade. 

The Gentleman who has taken the Fains to make thefe 
Obfervationsy is Mr. Atkins^ a Surgeon , an ingenious 
Man in his own Profeffion y and one who is not ty*d down 
by any narrow Confiderations from doing a Service to the 
Publicky and has been plea fed generoufiy to communicate 
them for the good of others. I dotft doubt, but his Ob - 
Cervations will be found curious and very ferviceable to 
fuch as Trade to thofe Parts y befides a Method of Trade is 
here laid down with the Portuguefe 3 which may prove 
of great Profit to fome of our Country men y if followed ac- 
cording to his Plan. > 

It is hoped thefe Things will fatisfy the Publicky \ that 
the Author of the following Sheets confidered nothing fo 
much as making the Book ufeful tho 1 he has been in- 

fer me dy that fome Gentlemen have rais d an Objection a- 
gainfl the Truth of its ContentSy viz. that it feems calcu- 
lated to entertain and divert .— - If the Palls are related 
with fome Agreeablenefs and Life y we hope it will not be 
imputed, as a Fault y but as to its Credit y we can affure than 
that the Sea-faring Men, that is all that know the Na- 
ture of thefe Things y have not been able to make the leaf 
Objection to its Credit ,; And he wiH be bold to affirnjy 

that 
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* ✓ 

i$' not a Fatl or Clrcumflance in the whole Book, 
hut he is able to prove by credible Witness. 
t ,. ‘ There have been fome other Tyrates , befides thofe whofe 
Hiftory are - { here related , fuch -as are hereafter named, 
and their Adventures are as extravagant and full of Mi f? 
chiefs as thofe who are the Subject of this' Book* — T he 
\ Author has already begun to digest them into Method, and 
as foon as he receives fome Materials to make them corn- 
pleat, (which he fhortly expeSbs from the Weft-Indies) If 
the Publick gives him Encouragement he intends to venture 






I N T R O DUCT I O N; 
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HE Banger of Commonwealths from an Xncreafe of Py -? 
j, rates $ l Pyrates in the times of Marius and Sylla, 

18 . Takes Julius Caefar, 19 . The Barbarity of thofe 
Pyrates, ib. They fpare Caefar, and why , ib. His 
Behaviour among f them ,'ps» Casfar pbtains his Liberty for a 
Ranfom, ib. Attacks and takes the Pyrates, 20 . Hangs 
them at Troy, ibH ’They increafe again to a prodigious Strength , 
ib. Plunder at the Gates of Rome, 21 . The mock Homage 
they paid the Romans, ib.,/* Pomp cy the Great , appointed Gene* 

r'al again (l them, 22 . d A prodigious Fleet and Army ajjtgnd 
him, ib. His Conduct and good Fortune y ib, The Gallan- 
try of thofe PyrateSy * 23 . Receive an Overthrow , ib. Barba- 

roufe, a Pyratey Ms Beginning, ib.? His great Strength , 24 * 
Selim Eutemi, King of Algiers, courts his Friendpip, ib. Makes 
himfelf King, and how, ib. The King of Tunis overthrown 
by him, ib. Leaves the Inheritance to his Brother , ib. The 

Weft-Indies commodious for Pyrates , and why , 24 , 25 . The 
Explanation of the Word Keys, 25 . The Pyrates conceal their 
Booty on them, ib. The Pyrates Security in thofe Parts , 26. 
The Rife } pf Pyrates fince the Peace of Utrecht . accounted for , 
2.6 , 27 . An Expedition from , Jamaica, to plunder the $ pa- 
niards, 28 . The Spaniards fue for Juftice to the Government 
pf Jamaica, ib. } The Plunderers turn Pyrates , 29 . *• The 
Spaniards make Reprifals , ib. The Adames of Ships taken 

by them , ib. The plunder d Seamen join the Pyrates, ib. Pro- 
vidence fixed on as a Place of Retreat by them , 30 . That ijland 
defribed, ib. The Lords Addrefs to her late Majefly for fecuring 
Providence, ib. An Order of Council in this Reign to the fame 
Vurpofe , 31 . 4 Lift pf Men of War employ d for the Defence of 
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the "plantations, 32. >' Captain Woods "Rogers made Governor < 

of Providence, ib. The Kings Proclamation for fuppr effing 
Pyrates, 33, 34. How the Pyrates ufed the Proclamation , 34* 
Great Divisions amongfi themy 35. How made quiet, ib< 

*>m7/ of the Pyrates furrender to the Governor of Bermudas, ib* 
The Fate of the refi, ib, , Woods Rogers his Arrival at Pro- 
vidence, ib. Vane’/ Behavtour, 3d. Woods Rogers em- 
ploys the pardon'd Pyrates , ib. Their ConduB, ib. Some of 
them hangd for new PyracieSy 3 7. Their jlrange Behaviour at 
the Place of Execution, ib. Some Proceedings betwixt the Eng-* 
liih and Spaniards, 38. The Spaniards furprize the Grey- 
hound Man of Wary and how, ib.- Quit her, 39. The Crew 
of a Spanilh Guardadel Cofta hangd at Jamaica, and why, ib, 
Sir Nicholas Laws his Letter to the Alcaldes of Trinidado, 39, 
40. Mr. Jofeph Laws, Lieutenant of the Happy Snow his 
Letter to the Alcaldes of Trinidado, 41. - The Alcaldes A'n- 
fwer to the Lieutenant's Letter , 41 , 42. The Lieutenant's Re-* 
ply to the Alcaldes Anfwer, 42,43. : The Alcaldes Anfwer 

again, 43. Some Account of Richard Holland, ib. Prizes 
taken by him, 44. «• " 
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Of Captain Avery, and his Crew, \ - r 
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* ** 1 ^ ■ ' V' 

O Reports of his Greatnefs , 45, 46. * His Bivthy 46. 

X\ Is Mate of a Briftol Man, 47, For what Voyage defignd, lb. 
Tampers with the Seamen , ib. Forms a Plot for carrying off the 
Ship , 47,48. Executes it, and how , ib. The Pyrates take 

a rich Ship belonging to the Great Mogul, 50. The Great Mo- 
gul threaten the Englifh Settlements , 51. The Pyrates fleer 
their Courfe back for Madagafcar, 52. Call a Council . Put all 

the Treafure on Board of Avery'/ Ship, ib. Avery and his 
Crew treacheroufly leaves his Confederates ; go to the Ijle of Pro- 
vidence in the Weft-Indies, 53. Sell the Ship, go to North- 
America in a Sloop, 54. They difperfe, Avery goes to New- 
Rngland, ib. From thence to Ireland, ib. ' Avery afraid to 
expofe his Diamonds to fale. Goes over to England, ib. Puts 
his Wealth into Merchants Hands, of Briftol, 55. Changes his 
Name . Lives at Biddiford, ib. The Merchants fend him no 
Supplies, ib. Importunes them. Goes privately Briftol, they 
threaten to difeover him, ib. Goes over to Ireland, foUicites them 
from thence , 5 6 . Is very poor , works his Paffage over to Ply- 
mouth, walks to Biddiford. Dies a Beggar , ib. An Account 

of Avery'/ Confederates , ib. Their Settlement at Madagafcar, 
57. They ?neet other Pyrates \ an Account of them, ib. The 

1 Pyrates 
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Pyrates arrive to great Power . The Inhabitants defcribeet, 58. 
Their {Policy, Government, &c. Places defcrib'd , 59. The Arrival 
of Captain Woods Rogers at that Par# of the Ijland , 6 1. Their 
Defign of furprizing his Ship , 6 z. One of the fe Princes former- 
ly a Waterman cn the Thames, 63. Their Secretaries , Men of 
no Learning, , Could neither write nor ready ib. , •? 
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Of Captain Martel, and his Crew. 



^ T to fitpprefs Pyrates y 64. T&* Increafe of Pyrates ac- 

r . w \ counted for, Where Martel learned his Trade , ib. 

The Uames of feveral Prizes taken , Ay him, 65, 66, 67. His 
Strength at San£ta Cruz, 67. H/j Manner of fortifying him - 
Jf// therey ib. If attack'd by the Scarborough Maw of War, 68 + 
His defence by Land and Seay ib. His defperate Efcape, 69% 0 S 
mifcrable End 9 ib. 

CHAP. III. 

"Of* 1 # f 

Of Captain Teach, alias Black-Beard. 


T Trs Beginning, 70. • His Confederacy with Hornygold, ib. 
H The Confederacy broke , 71. Takes a large Guiney Man 0 ib* 
Engages the Scarborough Man of War, ib. His Alliance with 
Major Stede Bonnet, ib. Depofes his new Ally , ib. His Ad- 

vice to the Major, ib. HisProgrefs and Siiccefsy 72. Takes 
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H the Pyrates in the We ft- Indies have 
been fo formidable .and numerous, 
that they have interrupted the 
Trade of Europe into thole Parts • 
and our English Merchants, in parti* 
Aular,* have buffered more by their 
Depredations*) than by the united 
Force ot Erance and Spain, in the late War : We do 
not doubt but the World will be curious to know 
the Original and Progrefs of thefe Defperadoes, 
who were the Terror of the trading Part of' the 
World. r * , « * • * 

But before we' enter upon their particular Hi* 
ftory, it will not be amifs, by way of Introduction, 
to Ihew, by fome Examples drawn’ from Hiftory, 
the great * Milchteh and Danger which threaten 
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, from the Increafe 
I ** / B " oi 
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of thefe fort of Robbers when either by the Trou- 
bles of particular Times, or the Neglefl: of Go- 
vernments, they are not crufh’d before they gather 
Strength; x ‘ 

It has, been the Cafe heretofore, that when a fina- 
gle Pyrate has been fuffered to range the Seas, as 
not being worth the Notice of a Government, he 
has by Degrees grown fo powerful, as to put them 
to the Expence of a great deal of Blood and Trea- 
fu re, before he was fupprefs’d* We fhall not examine 
how it came to pafs, that our Py rates in the Weft-In- 
dies have continually increafed till of late *, this is an 
Enquiry which belongs to the Legiflature, or Repre- 
lentatives of the People in Parliament, and to them 
we fhall leave it. 

Our Bufinefs fhall be briefly to fhew, what from 
Beginnings, as inconflderable as thefe, other Nations 
have fuffered. 

In the Times of Marius and Sylla y Rowe ~ was in 
her greatefl Strength, yet fhe was fo torn in Pieces 
by the Faftions of thofe two great Men, that every 
Thing which concerned the publick Good was 
altogether negle&ed, when certain Py rates broke 
out from Cicilia y a Country of AJia Minor , fituate 
on the Coaft of the Mediteranean , betwixt Syria on 
the Eaft, from whence it is divided by Mount Tau- 
ris 5 and Armenia Minor on the Weft. a This Begin- 
rung was mean and inconflderable, having but two 
or three 1 Ships, and a few Men, with which they 
crui fed about the Greek Iflands, taking fuch Ships as 
were very ill arm’d or weakly defended ^ however, 
by the taking of many Prizes, they foon increafed 
in Wealth and Power : The firft Aftion of their’s 
which made a Noife, was the taking of Julius Cafar y 
who was as yet a Youth, and who being obliged to 
fly from the Cruelties of Sylla , who fought his Life, 
went into Rithlnia y and fbjourned a while with iV7- 
comedesj King of that Country j in his Return back 
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by Sea, he was met with, and taken, by fome of 
thefe Pyrates, near the Ifland of Pharmacufa : Thefe 
Py rates had a barbarous Cuftom of tying their Prifb- 
;ners Back to Bark and throwing them into the Sea ; 
but, fuppofing C* far to be fome Perfon of a high 
Rank, becaufe of his purple Robes, and the Num- 
ber pf his Attendants, they thought it would be 
more for their Profit to preferve him, in hopes of 
receiving a great Sum for his Ranfbm ; therefore 
they told him he fhould have his Liberty," provided 
he would pay them twenty Talents, which they 
judg’d to be a very h’gh Demand, in our Money, 
about three thou fend fix hundred Pounds Sterling j 
he fmiled, and of his own Accord promt fed them 
fifty Talents j they were both plea fed, and furpnz’d 
at his Anfwer, and cohfented that feveral of his 
Attendants fhould go by Ills Dire&ion and raife the 
Money ; and he was left among thefe Ruffians with 
no more than 3 Attendants. He pafs’d eight and 
thirty Days, and feemed fo little concerned or 
afraid, that often when he went to deep, he ufed 
to charge them not to make a Noife, threatning, 
if they difturbed him, to hang them all* he alfo 
play’d at Dice with them, and fometimes wrote 
Verfes and Dialogues, which he ufed to repeat, / 
and alfb caufe them to repeat, and if they did not 
praife and admire them, he would call them Beads 
and Barbarians, telling them he would crucify them* 
They took all thefe as the Sallies of a juvenile Hu- 
mour, and were rather diverted, than difp leafed at 
them. 

At length his Attendants return’d with his Ran- 
1 pm, which he paid, and was difcharged } he fail’d 
for the Port of MlUtum , where, as loon as he was 
arriv’d, he ufed all his Art and Induftry in fitting 
out a Squadron of Ships, which he equipp’d and 
arm’d at his own Charges *, and ; failing in Queft of 
the Pyrates, he furpriz’d them as they lay at An- 
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chor among the Ulands, and took thofe who had 
taken him before, with fome others ^ the Money he 
found upon them he made Prize of, to reimburfe 
his Charges, and he carry’d the Men to Pergamus or 
Tny, and there fecured them in Prifon : In the mean 
Time, he appiy’d himfeif to Junius, then Governor 
of Afia, to whom it belonged to judge and deter- 
mine of the Puniiliment of thefe Men • but Junius 
finding there was no Money to be had, anfwered 
Cdfar, that he would think at his Leifure, what 
was to be done with thole Prilbners *, Cafar took his 
< Leave of him, returned back to Pergamus , and com- 
manded that the Prifoners fhould be brought out 
and executed, according to Law in that Cafe provi- 
ded \ which is taken Notice of, in a Chapter at the 
End of this Book, concerning the Laws in Cafes of 
Pyracy : And thus he gave them that Punilhment in 
Earneft, which he had often threatned them with 
in Jeft. 

Cafar went ftrait to Rome , where, being engaged 
in the Defigns of his own private Ambition, as 
were almoft all the leading Men in Rome , the Py- 
rates who were left, had Time to increafe to a pro- 
digious Strength ^ for while the civil Wars lafted, 
the Seas were left unguarded, fo that Plutarch tells 
us, that they erefted diverle' Arfenals full of all 
manner of warlike Stores, made commodious Har- 
bours, fet up Watch-Towers and Beacons all along 
the Coafts of Cilicia *, that they had a,mtghty Fleet, 
well equipp’d and furniili’d, with Galliots of Oars, 
manh’d, "not only with Men of defperate Courage, 
hut aiib with expert Pilots and Mariners ; they 
had their Ships of Force, and light Pinnaces for 
cruifing and making Difeoveries, in all no lefs than 
a thouland Sail *, fo glorioully fet out, that they 
were as much to be envied for their gallant Shew, 
as fear’d for their Force*, having the Stern and 
■ Quarters all gilded with Gold and their Oars plated 

with 
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with Silver, ^ as well as purple Sails ; as if their 
greateft Delight had been to glory in their Iniquity. 
Nor were they content with committing Pyracies 
and Infolencies by Sea, they committed as great 
Depredations by Land, or rather made Conquefis ; 
for they took and lack’d no lefs than four hundred 
Cities, laid leveral others under Contributions, 
plundered the Temples of the Gods, and inriched 
themfelves with the Offerings depofited in them; 
they often landed Bodies of Men, who not only 
plundered the Villages along the Sea Coaft, but 
ranfacked the fine Houfes of the Noblemen along 
the Tiber . A Body of them once took Sextillins and 
Bellimis , two Roman Praetors, in their purple Robes, 
going from Rome to their Governments, and carried 
them away with all their Sergeants, Officers and 
Vergers } they alio took the Daughter of Antonins 
a conliilar Perfon, and one who had obtained the 
Honour of a Triumph, as ihe was going to the 
Country Houle of her Father. [ 

But what was moft barbarous, was a Cuftom they 
had when they took any Ship, of enquiring of the 
Perfon on Board, concerning their Names and 
Country ; if any of them faid he was a Roman , they 
fell down upon their Knees, as if in a Fright at 
the Greatnefs of that Name, and begg’d Pardon for 
what they had done, and imploring his Mercy, they 
ufed to perform the Offices of Servants about his 
Perfon, and when they found they had deceived 
him into a Belief of their being fincere, they hung 
out the Ladder of the Ship, and coming with a fheiv 
of Courtefy, told him, he had his Liberty, defiring 
him to walk out of the Ship, and this in the Middle 
of the* Sea, and when they obferved him in Sur- 
prize, as was natural, they ufed to throw him over- 
board.with mighty fhouts of Laughter ^ fo wanton 
they were in their Cruelty. 


, .. ; , 

22 The iKTytOVtCTIOK. 

Thus, whitfe Rome was Miftfefs of the World, ffie 
fuffered Infults and Affronts, almoil at her Gates, 
from thefe powerful Robbers ; but what for a while 
made Faft ion ceafe, and routed the Genius of that 
People, never ufed to fuffer Wron gs from a fair 
Enemy, was an exceffive Scarcity of Prpvifions in 
Rome, occafioned by all the Ships loaden with Corn 
and Provifions from Sicily, Corfica , and other Places, 
being; intercepted and taken by thefe Pyrates, info- 
much that they were aimoft reduced to a Famine : 
Upon this, Pompey the Great was immediately ap- 
pointed General to manage this War ; five h unde red 
Slops were immediately fitted out, he had fourteen 
Senators, Men of Experience in the War, Tor his 
Vice-Admirals ; and fo confiderable an Enemy, 
were thefe Ruffians become, that no lefs than an 
Army o r a hundred thou land Foot, and five thou- 
land Horfe was appointed to invade them by Land; 
but it happened very luckily for Rome, that Pompey 
fail’d out before the; Pyrate had Intelligence of a < 
Deftgri againft them, fo that their Ships were Mat- 
tered all ever the Mediterranean , like Bees gone out 
from a Hive, fome one Way, feme another, to 
bring Home their Lading; Pompey divided his/Fleefc 
into thirteen Squadrons, to whom he apponted. 
their fevetal Stations, fb that great Numbers of the* 
Pyrates fell into their Hands, Ship by Ship, with- 
out any Lofs ; forty Days he paifed in fcouring the ' 
Mediterranean, feme of the Fleet cruizing along 
the Coaft of Afaek y fome about the Iflands, and 
fome upon the Italian Coafts, fo that often thole 
Pyrates who were hying from one Squadron, fell, 
iii with another; however, fome of them efcaped, 
and thefe making dir eft !y to Cillcla y and acquaint- 
ing their Confederates on Shore with what had 
happened, they appointed a Rendezvous of all the 
Ships that had efcaped at the Port of Coracefmm y in 
ths fame Country. Pompey, finding the Mediterranean 
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quite clear, appointed'a Meeting of all his Fleet at 
the Haven of Brundufium , and from thence failing 
round into the Adriatic he went dire&ly to attack 
thefe Pyrates in their Hives ; as foon as he came 
near the Corccejium in Cilicia y where the Remainder of 
the Pyrates now lay, they had the Hardinefs to 
come and give him Battle, but the Genius of old 
Rome prevailed, and the Pyrates received an entire" 
Overthrow, being all either taken or deftroy ed y but 
as they made many ftrong Fortreftes upon the Sea 
Coaft, and built Caftles and ftrong Holds up the 
Country, about the Foot, of Mount Taurus y he was 
obliged to befiege them with his Army ; fome Pla- 
ces he took by Storm, others fiirrendered to his 
Mercy, to whom he gave their Lives, and at length 
he made an entire Conqueft. > 

1 But it is probable, that had thefe Pyrates receiv’d 
fufficient Notice of the Roman Preparation againft 
them, fo as they might have had Time to draw 
their lcattered Strength into a Body, to- have met 
Pompey by Sea, the Advantage appeared greatly on 
their Side, in Numbers of Shipping, and of Men; 
nor did they want Courage, as may be feen by their 
coming out of the Port of Coracejium y to give the 
Romans Battle, with a Force much inferior to their’s; 

I fay, had they overthrown Pompey y it is likely they 
would have made greater Attempts, and Rome, 
which had conquer’d the whole World, might have 
been fubdued by a Parcel of Pyrates. 

* This is a Proof how dangerous it is to Govern- 
ments to be negligent, and not take an early Care 
in fuppreiiing thefe Sea Banditti, before they gather 
Strength.^ , ' 

The Truth of this Maxim may be better exem- 
plified in the Hiftory ef Barbaroufe y a Native in 
the City of Mitylene y in the Ifland of Lesbos y in the 
Egcan Sea ; a Fellow of ordinary Birth, who' being 
bred to the firft iet out from thence - upon 
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the py rating Account with only one, Imall Veffel, 
but by the Prizes he took, he gain’d immenfe Riches, 
io that getting a great Number of large Ships, 
all the bold and dilTolute Fellows of thofe Iflands 
flock’d to him, and lifted in his Service, for the 
Hopes of Booty fo that his Strength was increa^ 
led to a formidable Fleet : With thefe he perform’d 
fiich bold and adventurous Actions, that he became 
the Terror of the Seas. About this Time it hap-r 
pened that Selim Eutemi , King of Algiers , having rcr 
filled to pay the accuftomed Tribute to the Spani- 
ards , was.apprehenfive of an Invafion from thence ; 
wherefore he treated with Barbaroufe , upon the Foot 
of an Ally, to come and a Hi ft him, and deliver him 
from paying this Tribute ^ Barbaroufe readily came 
into it, and failing to Algiers with a great Fleet, 
lie put part of his Men on Shore, and having laid a 
Plot to furprize the City, he effected it with great 
Succefs, and murder’d Selim in a. Bath*, loon .after 
which, he was himfelf crowned King of Algiers ; 
after this he made War upon Abdilabde , King of 
"Tunis; and overthrew him in Battle ; he extended 
his Conquefts on all Sides y and thus from a Thief 
became a mighty King : and tho’ |ie was at laft kill’d 
in Battle, yet he had lb well eftabliihed himfelf up^ 
on that Throne, that, dying without Iffue, he left 
the Inheritance of fhe Kingdom to Jiis Brother, 
another Py rate, ~ ... . *„\ 

V i . . ^ i 

I come now to fpeak of the Pyrates infefting the 
WeFk-Indies , where they are more numerous than in 
any other Parts of the World, on feveral Reafons : 

j p/r#, Becaufe there are lb many uninhabited 
little Iflands and Keys, with Harbours convenient 
and fecure for cleaning fheir Veffels, and abounr 
ding with what they often want, Provifion ; I mean 
Water, Sea-Fowl, Turtle, Shell, and other Fiih} 
where, if they carry in but ftrong Liquor, they 
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indulge a Time, and become ready for new Expe- 
ditions before any Intelligence can reach to hurt 

them. . f > _ ,f rv'' V '?£ 

It may here perhaps be no unneceffary Digref- 
fion, to explain upon what they call Keys in the 
Weft -In dies : There are fmall fandy Iflands, appear- 
ing a little above the Surl of the Water, with only 
a few Bufhes or Weeds upon them, but abound 
(thofe moft at any Difiance from the Main) with 
Turtle, amphibious Animals, ,, that always chufe 
the quieteft and moft unfrequented Place, for lay* 
ing their Eggs, which are to a vaft Number in the 
Seafons, and would feldom be feen, but for this, 
(except by Py rates : ) Then Yeffels from Jamaica 
and the other Governments make Voyages, called 
Turtling, for fupplying the People, a common and 
approved Food with them. I am apt to think thefe 
Keys, efpeciallv thofe nighlflands, to have been once 
contiguous with them, and feparated by Earth- 
quakes (frequently there) or Inundations, becaufe 
jfome of them that have been , within continual 
View, as thole nigh Jamaica, are obferved within 
our Time, to be entirely wafted away and loft, and 
others daily wafting. There are not only of the 
Ufe above taken Notice of to Pyrates^ but it is 
commonly believed were always in buccaneering 
pyratical Times, the hiding Places for their Riches, 
and often Times a Shelter for themfelves, till their 
Friends on the Main, had found Means to obtain ' 
Indemnity for their Crimes ^ for you muft under- 
fund, when Afts of Grace were more frequent, 
and the Laws lefs fevere, thefe Men continually 
found Favours and Incouragers at Jamaica , and 
perhaps they are not all dead yet } I have been 
told many of them them ftill living have been of 
fhe fame Trade, and left it. off only becaufe they 
can live as well honeftly , and gain now at the ha- 
zard of others Necks. 

Secondly 
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Secondly, another Reafbn why thefe Seas are 
chofe by Pyrates, is -the great Commerce thither 
by French , Spaniards ,' Dutch> and especially English 
Ships : They are fure in the Latitude of thefe tra- 
ding Iflands, to meet with Prizes, Booties of Pro- 
vifion, Cloathing, and Naval-Stores, and fome^ 
times Money ; there being great Sums remitted 
this Way to England \ (the Returns of the A ffien to, 
and private Slave-Trade, to the Spanijh Wefl-Jndies : ) 
And in fhort, by fomeoneor other, all the Riches 
of potofi. ' y' : . / j 

' ' A third Realon, is the Inconveniency and Diffi- 
culty of being purfued by the Men of War, the 
many fmall Inlets, Lagoons and Harbours, on thefe 
folitary Iflands and Keys, is a natural Security. 
iv?Tis generally here that the Pyrates begin their 
Enterprizes, fetting out at firft with a very final! 
Force } and by infefting thefe Seas, and thofe of 
>the Continent: of North- America, in a Year’s Time* 
if they have good luck on their Sides, they accu- 
mulate fiich Strength, as enables them to make 
foreign Expeditions : The firft, is ufually toGuiney , 
taking the Azores and Cape de Verd Iflands in their 
Way, and then to Brazil and the Eaft-Indies 7 where 
if they meet with profperous Voyages, they let 
down’ at Madagafcar 0: or the neighbouring Iflands, 
and enjoy their ill gotten Wealth, among their, 
elder Brethren, with Impunity. But that I may 
not give too much Encouragement to the Profelr 
fion, I mufl inform my maritime Readers, that the 
far greater Part of thefe Ravers are cut fhort ill the 
’Piirfuit, by a hidden Precipitation into the other 
World. •- ' ; ■ *;;:*;■* 

i 'The Rile of thefe Rovers, lince the Peace of 
Vtrecht^ or at leaft, the great Encreafe of them, may 
juflly be computed to the Spanijh Settlements in the 
•Wejl* Indies \ the Governors of which, being often 
feme hungry Courtiers, fent thither to repair or 
—7* ss.Sl make- 
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make a Fortune, generally Countenance all Pro- 
ceedings that bring in Profit:* They grant Com- 
miifions to great Numbers of VeiTels of War, on 
Pretence of preventing an interloping Trade, with 
Orders to feize all Ships or VeiTels whatfbever, 
within five Leagues of their Coafts, which our Eng- 
iijh Ships cannot well avoid coming, in their Voyage 
to Jamaica* But if the Spamjh Captains .chance to 
exceed this Commiilion, and rob and plunder at 
Difcretion, the Sufferers are allowed to complain, 
and exhibit a Procefs in their Court, and after great 
Expence of Suit, Delay of Time, and other Incon- 
vehiencies, obtain a Decree in their Favour, but 
then when the Ship and Cargo comes to be claim’d, 
with Cofis of Suit, they find, to their Sorrow, 
that it has been preyioufly condemn’d, and the 
Plunder divided among the Crew : the Comman- 

■ ' VM ' f 

der that made the Capture," who alone is refpon- 
fible, is found to be a poor raskaily Fellow, not 
worth a Groat, and, no doubt, is plac’d in that 
Station for the like Purpofes. 

The frequent LoTes fuftain’d by our Merchants 
abroad, by thefe Pyrates, was Provocation enough 
to attempt fomething by way of Reprilal y 'and a 
“fair Opportunity offering it felr in the Year 171 6, 
the Traders T the Weft- -Indies, took Care not to flip 
it over, but made the beft Ule of it their Circum- 
fiances would permit. 

[I t was about two Years before, that the Spanifl: 
Galleons, or Plate Fleet, had been caff away in 
the Gulf of Florida • and feveral Veffels from the 
Havana , were at work, with diving Engines, to fiJii 
up the Silver that was on board the Galleons. 

‘.The Spaniards had recover ed fome Millions of 
Pieces of Eight, and had carried it all to the Ha- 
vana but they had at prefeat about 350000 Pieces 
pf Eight in Silver, then upon the Spot, and were 
' daily 
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daily taking up more. In the mean time, two 
Ships, and three Sloops, fitted out from Jamaica , 
Barbadccsy &c. under Captain Henry Jennings , fail’d 
to the Gulf, and found the Spaniards there upon the 
Wreck ; the Money before lpoken of, was left on 
Shore, depofited in a Store-Houfe, under the Go- 
vernment of two Commifiaries, and a Guard of 
about 60 Soldiers. 

The Rovers came dire&ly upon the Place, bring- 
ing their little Fleet to an Anchor, and, in a Word, 
landing 300 Men, they attack’d the Guard, who 
immediately ran away ^ and thus they feized the 
Treafure, which they carried off, making the beft 
of their Way to Jamaica. 

In their Way they unhappily met with a Spanijh 
Ship, bound from Porto Bello to the Havana , with 
a great many rich Goods, viz.. Bales of Cochineal, 
Casks of Indico, and 60000 Pieces of Eight more, 
which their Hands being in, they took, and having 
rifled the VefTel, let her go. 

They went away to Jamaica with their Booty, 
and were followed in View of the Port, by the Spa- 
niards, who having feen them thither, went, back 
to the Governor of the Havana, with the Account 
of it, who immediately fent a Velfel to the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica to complain of this Robbery, and 
to reclaim the Goods. 

As it was in full Peace, and contrary to all Juftiee 
and Right,, that this Fa£t was committed, they 
were foon made fenfible that the Government at 
Jamaica would not fuffer them to go unpunifhed, 
mucji.lefs proteft them. Therefore they faw a 
Neceffity of Ihifting for themfelves ; lb, to make 
bad worfe, they went to Sea again, tho’ not without 
difpofing of their Cargo to good. Advantage, and fur- 
nifhing themfelves with Ammunition, Provisions, 
and being thus made defperate, they turn’d 
, Py rates. 
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Pyj-^tes, robbing not the Sprtntnrds only, but their 
own Countrymen, and any Nation they could lay 

their Hands on. _ . > .. 

It happened about this Time, that the Spaniards, 

with three or four final! Men of War, fell upon our 
Logwood Cutters, in the Bay of Campeachy, and 
Bay of Honduras-, and after they had made Prizes 
of the following Ships and Veffels, they gave the 
Men belonging to them, three Sloops to carry them 
home, but thefe Men being made defperate by their 
Misfortunes, and meeting with the Pyrates, they 
took on with them, and fo encreas’d their Number. 


The LIST* of Ship and Veffels talen by the Spanilh Men 

of War in the Tear iji6. * 

' r ' * / r " »■ ' 4 

♦ v ' .< ’ 

The Stafford, Captain Knoch , from New-England, 

bound for London. 

■ 

jlnne, ■ — Gernifh, for ditto. 

Dove — . Grimfione , for New-England L •'**: 

A Sloop, — ■ — .Alien , for ditto. ' 

A Brigantine, Moffon , for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Turfield , for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Tennis , for ditto. 

A Ship, * * — Porter , lor ditto. 

Indian Emferor , Wentworth , for New-England . 

A Ship, Eich, Matter. 

Ditto, — 

Ditto, Smith . 


Ditto, 

• Ditto, 
A Sloop, — 


Two Sloops, 
One Sloop 
Two Ships 
Two Ships 


* Stochim. 

Satlely. 

- Richards , belonging to iV^iP- 

England, 

— - belonging to Jamaica. 

> .- - of Barbadoes. 

——from Scotland. 

— from Holland . 


* / 
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The Rovers being now pretty ftrong, they con- 
fulted together about getting feme Place of Re- 
treat, where they might lodge their Wealth, clean 
and repair their Ships,- and make them le Ives a kind 
qf Abode. They were not long in revolving, but 
fixed upon the Ifland of Providence , the mod confi- 
derable of the Bahama Iilands, lying in the Lati- 
tude: of about 24 Degrees North, and totheEaft- 
ward of the Spanijh Florida. ' « r; . ; '»* (t 

-This Ifland is about 28 Miles long, and eleven 
where broadeft, and has a Harbour big enough to 
hold 5.00 Sail of Ships 4 before which lies a Jmall 
Ifland, which makes two Inlets to the Harbour • at 
either Way there is a Bar, over which no Ship of 
500 Tun can pals. The Bahama Iilands were pol- 
lefs 5 d by the Englijh till the Year 1700, when the 
French and Spaniards from Petit Gnavus , invaded them, 
took the Fort and Governor in the Ifland of Pro - 

*• Vs -V * 

vidence , plunder’d and deftroy’d the Settlements, &c. 
carried off half the Blacks, and the reft of the 
People, who fied to the Woods, retired afterwards 
to Carolina . 

In March 1705-6, the Houie of Lords did in 
an Addrefs to her lateMajefty^ let forth , c That the 
€ French and Spaniards had twice, during the Time 
c of the War, over run and plundered the Bahama 
c Iilands, that there was no Form of Government 
c there : That the Harbour of the Ifle of Providence , 
c might be eafily put in a Pollute of Defence, and 
c that it would be of dangerous JConfequence, fliould 
c thofe Iflands fall into the Hands of the Enemy • 
c wherefore the Lords humbly befought her Ma- 
c jefty to ufe fuch Methods as ilie fhould think 
c proper for taking the faid Ifland into her Hands, 
c in order to fecure the fame to the Crown of this 
c Kingdom, and to the Security and Advantage 
c of the Trade thereof. 1 
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But, however it happened, no Means were ufed 
in compliance to that Addrefs, for fecuring the Ba- 
hama Iflands, till the Enghjh Pyrates had made Pro- 
vidence their Retreat and general Recepticle then 
’twas found abfolutely neceffary, in order to dif*^ 
lodge that troublefbme Colony *, and Information 
being made by ^ the Merchants to the .Government, 
of the Mifchief they did, and were likely to do, 
his Majefty was pleafed to grant the following 
Order* , f > - ■ „ 

. . - ,7 .v ‘ ; 

iM \ J ■ 

1 1 "i *:* Whitehall September 15,1716*. 

€ A^O^phdnt having been made to his Majefty, 
c by great Number of Merchants, Mailers of 
c .JSh ; ps and others, as well as by leveral Govern 
c nors of his Majefty ’s Iflands and Plantations in the 
c Weft-Indies j that the Pyrates are grown fb nume- 
c rous, that they infeft not only the Seas near Ja~ 
c malca , but even thole of the Northern Continent 
of America \ and that, unlefs fome effectual Means 
c be ufed, the whole Trade from Ghat Britain to 
c thofe Parts, will not be only obftrufted, but in 
c imminent Danger of being loft : His Majefty has,. 

4 upon mature Deliberation ,in Council, been plea- 
c fed, in the firft Place, to order a proper Force 
c to be employ’d for the fupprefling the laid Py- 
c rates, which Force fo to be employed, is as 
t fbllovys. v ‘ 
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* A Lift of his Majefty’s Ships and Veffels employ- 
ed, and to be employed, at the Britifb Go- 
‘ vernments and Plantations inttheiLf/?./Wi'w. ;; 

• !' * r * v . v -* * •* ^ 

• M* “* - > ♦ ’ 

* * 4 V-* A *■ » 

Place where. * Rates, Ships, Guns. 


Jamaica, 


Adventure , 40 

■* # * . v. 

Diamond, 40 

Ludlow C a file , 40 
Swift Sloop, 


Barbadoes, 
Leeward ijlands , 


Virginia, 

e * * 

U v ( ^ 

/> > * 1 ' 

V . . 1 

" ■ * /. \ 

Sew-Tork, 

New-England, 


6 

Winchelfea y 

it 

20 

\ 

> 

5 

Scarborough, 

3° 

6 

Seafordy r 



Tryal Sloop, 

6 

6 

Lime, 

■20 

5 

Shoreham, 

3° 


Pearl, 

% * r *. >' 
t 

40 

6 

Phoenix , 

3° 


Squirrel, 

20 


Rofe, 

20 


Now there. 

Sail’d from hence thi- 
ther s th oflaft Month: 

-To carry the Governor 

Now there* , > 

Surveying the Coaft of 
the Weft-Indie«, afid 
then to return Home } 
but, during her being? 
" at Jamaica, is to join 
the others, for Secu- 
rity of the Trade, and 
intercepting Pyrates. 

Now there. ; i 

"j Now there. 

Now there. 
Order’d Home. ' 
r Sailed thither from 
j Home the 7th of la ft 
} Month, and is to cruile 
L abdiut the Capes. 


Order’d Home. 


c Thofe at 'Jamaica , Barbadoes and the Leeward 
c Iflands, are to join upon QccaJion, for annoying 
c the Pyrates, and the Security of the Trade : And 
c thofe at New- England^ Virginia and NewJCork, are 
< to do the like. 

v Befides thefe Frigots, two Men of War were or- 
dered to attend Captain Rogers , late Commander of 
the two Briflol Ships, called the Duke and Dutchefs , 
that took the rich Acafulca Ship, and made a Tour 
round the Globe. This Gentleman received a Gom- 
miffion from his Majefty, to be Governor of the 
ifland of 'Providence , and was veiled with Power 
to make Ufe of all poffible Methods for reducing 

■ r* ~ ~ the 


The Introduction, 33 

the Py rates 5 and that nothing might be wanting 
he carried with him, the King’s Proclamation of 
Pardon, to thole who Ihould return to their 

Duty by a certain Time j the Proclamation is as 

follows } 

/ 

- ***** - a * 

By the KING, 

APR 0,C LAMATION, for fupprelEns of 
. / P YR ATES. 

GEORGE R. 

W Hereas we have received Information, that fcveral 
Per fans. Subjects of Great Britain, have fmce 
the lath Day of June, in the Tear of our Lord jji* 
committed divers Pyracies and Robberies upon the Hicrh- 
Seas, in the Weft-Indies, or ddjoyning to our Plantations’ 
which hath and may Occajion great Damage to the Mer- 
chants of Great Britain, and others trading into thofe 
Parts j and tho ’ we have appointed fuch a Force as we 
judge fufficient for fuppreffmg the faid Pyrates, yet the 
more effectually to put an End to the fame , we have thought 
ft, by and with the Advice of our Privy Council , to Iffuc 
this our Royal Proclamation ; and we do hereby promife 
and declare, that in Cafe any of the faid Pyrates (hall 
on or before the yh of September, in the Year of our Lord 
tyis, furrender him or themfelves, to one of our Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State in Great Britain or Ireland 
or to any Governor or Deputy Governor of any of our 
Plantations beyond the Seas ■, every fuch Pyrate and Pyrates 
fo furrendering him, or themfelves, as aforcfaid, (ball have 
our gracious Pardon, of and for fuch, his or their Py ra cy 
or Pyracies, by him or them committed before the fifth of* 
January next enfiiing. And we do hereby friElly charge 
and command all out Admirals , Captains, and other Of* 
peers at Sea, and all our Governors and Commanders of 
any Forts, Caftles, or other Places in our Plantations, and 
all other our Officers^ Civil and Military , to fei^e and take 
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Juch of the Py rates, who jhall re fife or neglect to furren - 
der themfelves accordingly. And voe do hereby further de- 
clare, that in Cafe any Perfon or Perfons, on, or after , the 
6 th Day of September 1718 , fhall di [cover or feize, or 
caufe or procure to be difcovered or feized, any Gne or more of 
the faid Fyrates,fo re fifing or negleBing to furren der them - 
fives as aforef did, fo as they may be brought to Juft ice, 
and conviBcd of the faid Offence , fuch Perfon or perfons , 
fo making fujch Difcovery or Seizure, or caufing or procu- 
ring fuch Difcovery or Seizure to be made, fhall have and 
receive as a Reward for the fame , viz. for every Com- 
mander of any private Ship or V off el, the Sum of 160 h fpr 
every Lieutenant, Majlcr, Boatfwain, Carpenter, and 
Gunner, the Sum of 40 / for every inferior Officer, the 
Sum of 30 /. and for every private Man, the Sum of 20 L 
And if any Per fen or Perfons, belonging to and being 
Part of the Crew of any fuch Pyrate Ship or. Deffel, fhall on 
or after the faid fixth Day 0/ September 171 8, feize 
and deliver, or caufe to be feized or delivered, any Com- 
mander or Commanders, of fuch Pyrate Ship or Dcffiel, fo 
as that he or they be brought to Juftice , and anvifled of 
the faid Offence , juch Perfon or Perfons, as a Reward for 
the fame , fhall receive for every fuch Commander, the Sum 
of 200 L which faid Sums , the Lord Treafurer , or the 
Comm'ffi oners of our Treafury for the Dime being, are here- 
by required, and defined to pay accordingly. 

Given at our Court,, at Hamfton-Court , the 
fifth Day of September, 1717, in the 
fourth Year of our Regin. 

God fave' the KING. 

\ \ f 1 1 ■ 

Before Governor Rogers Went r over, the Procla- 
mation was lent to them, which they took as Teague 
took the Covenant, that is, they made Prize of the 
Ship and Proclamation too *, however, they lent 
for thole who were out a Cruifing, and called a 
general Council, but there was fo much Nolle and 
Clamour, that nothing could be agreed on j fome 

were 
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were for fortifying the Illand, toftand upon their 
ownTerms, andTreating with th£ Government upon 
the Foot of- a Commonwealth \ others were alfd 
for ftrengthening the Illand for their own Security^ 
but were not ftrenuous for thefe Piin&illios* ;0 that 
they might have a general -Pardon, without being 
obliged to make any Restitution, “ and to retire,; 
with all their Effe£ks^ to the neighbouring Britlfi 
Plantations. . . 

But Captain Jennings, who was their Commadore^ 
and who always bore a great Sway among 
them, being a Man of gOod Under {landing, and a 
good Eftate^ before this Whim took him of going 
a Py rating, refo’lved upon furrendering, without 
more ado, to the Terms of the Proclamation, which 
fb difconcerted all their Meafures, that the Con- 
grefs broke up very abruptly without doing any 
Thing • and prefently Jennings, and by his Exam-, 
pie, about 150 more, came in to the Governor of 
Bermudas, and had their Certificates, tho° the 
greateft Part of them returned again, like the Dog 
to the Vomit. The Commanders who were theit 
in the Illand, befides Captain Jennings abovemen- 
tioned, 1 think were thefe, Benjamin Hornigold, Edward 
Teach, John Martel , James Fife , Chriftopher Winter, Ni- 
cholas Brown, Paul Williams, Charles Bellamy, Oliver U 
JBouche, Major Tenner, Ed. England, T. Burge fs Tho.Cock- 
lyn, R. Sample, Charles F'ane , and two or three others : 
Hornigold, Williams Burge fs and la Bouche were after- 
wards caft away •, Teach and Tenner killed, arid their 
Crews taken- James Fife killed by his own Men; s 
Manet s Crew deftroyed, and he forced on an un- 
inhabited Illand Cocklyn , Sample and- Tane hanged j 
Winter and Brown furrendered to the Spaniards at 
Cuba, and England lives now at Madagafcar . 

In the Month of May or June 1718, Captain 
Rogers arrived at his Government, with two of his 
Majefty’s Ships, and found feveral of the abovefaid 

C 2 Pyrates 
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Pyrates there, who upon the coming of the Men 
of War, all furrendered to the Pardon, except 
Charles Vane and his Cre\y, which happened after 
this Manner. ' . ; v 1 

I have before defcribed the Harbour to have two 
Inlets, by Means of a fmall Ifland lying at the 
Mouth of it • at one of which, both the Men of 
War entered, and left the other open, fo that Vane 
flig’d his Cable, fet Fire to a large Prize they had 
there, arid refolutely put out, firing at the Man 
of War as he went off. 

As foon, as Captain Rogers had fettled himfelf in 
his Government, he built a Fort for his Defence, 
and garrifbned it with the People he found upon 
the Ifland • the quondam Pyrates, to the Number of 
400, he formed into Companies, appointed Officers 
of thole whom he moft confided in, and then 
fet about to fettle a Trade with the Spaniards , in 
the Gulf of Mexico *, in one of which Voyages, 
Captain Burge fs abovementioned, died, and Captain 
Homigold , another of the famous Pyrates, was 
caft away upon Rocks, a great Way from 'Land, 
and perifhed, but five of his Men got into a Canoe 
and were Caved. 

Captain Rogers fenfc out a Sloop to get Provifions, 
and gave the Command to one John Augur , one 
of the Pyrates, who had accepted of the Aft of 
Grace*, in their Voyage they met with two Sloops, 
and John and his Comrades not yet forgetting 
their former Bufinefs, made L7fe of their old Free- 
dom, and took out qf them in Money aind Goods^ 
to the Value of .about ,500 !. after this they 
fleered away for Hifpaniola , not being fatisfyM whe- 
ther the Governor would admit them to carry on 
two Trades at once* and fo thought to have bidden 
Fa re we 1 to the Bahama I Hands*, but as ill Luck would 
have if, they met with a violent Turnado, wherein 
they loft their Maft, and were drove back to one of 
‘ the' 
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the uninhabited Bahama's, and loft their Sloop \ the 
Men got all afhore, and lived up and down in the 
Wood, for a little Time, till Governor Rogers 
happening to near of their Expedition, and where 
they had got to, lent out an armed Sloop to the 
aforefaidlfland \ the Mafter of which, with good 
Words and fair Promifes, got them on Board, 
and brought them all to Providence, being a eleven 
Perfbns, ten of which were try’d at a Court of Ad- 
miralty, conviited, and hanged by the other’s Evi- 
dence, in the Sight ,of all their former Compa- 
nions and fellow Thieves. The Criminals would 
fain have fpirited up the pardoned Py rates, to 
refcue them out of the Hands of the Officers of 
Juftice, telling them from the Gallows, that. They 
never thought to have feen the Time , when ten fuch Men as 
they fhould be ty*d up and hanged like Dogs , and four 
hundered of their J 'worn Friends and Companions quietly 
Jlanding by to behold the SpeSbacle . One Humphrey Mor- 
rice urged the Matter further than the reft, taxing 
them with Pufilanimity and Cowardice, as if it 
were a Breach of Honour in them not to rife and 
lave them from the ignominious Death they were 
going to fuffer. But ? twas all in vain, they were 
now told, it was their Bufinefs to turn their Minds 
to another World, and fincerely to repent of 
what Wickednefs they had done in this. Yes, an- 
fwered one of them, I do heartily repent I repent I 
had not done more Mi fchief, and that we did not cut the 
Throats of them that took us, and I am extremely ferry 
that you ari*t all bang’d as well as we . So do I, fays 
another r And I, fays a third*, and then they were 
all turned off, without making any other dying 
Speeches, except one Dennis Macarty, who told the 
People, That fome Friends of his had often faid he (Ijould 
die in his Shoes, but that he would make them Lyars, and 
fo kicked them off. And thus ended the Lives, 
with their Adventures, of thole miferable Wretches, 
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who may ferve as fad Examples of the little EffeCfc 
Mercy has* upon Men once abandoned to an evil 
Courle of Lite. 

Leaft I be thought ffivere in my ^Pni mad ver lions 
upon the Span ft) Proceedings in the Weft-Indies, in 
refpeft to their Dealings with us-, I lhall mention 
an Inftance or two, wherein I’ll be as concife as pof- 
jfible, and then tranfcribe fome original Letters from 
the Governor of Jamaica, and an Officer of a Man of 
War, to the Alcaldees of Trinidado , on the Ifland 
Qp Cuba , with their Anfwers, tranflated into Eng- 
liftj, and then proceed to the particular Hiftories 
of the Pyrates and their Crews, that ha^e made 
Hioft Noiffi in the World in our own Times . 

About March 1722, one of our Men of War 
trading upon the Goaft, viz.., v the Greyhound Galley, 
Captain Walron, the laid Captain invited fome of the 
Merchants to Dinner, who with their Attendants and 
Friends came on Board to the Number of 16 or 18 in 
all • and having concerted Meafures, about fix or 
eight dined in the Cabin, and the reft were waiting ‘ 
pn the Deck. While the Captain and his Guefts 
were at Dinner, the Boatfwain Pipes for the Ship’s 
Company to dine ; accordingly the Men take their 
Platters, receive their Provifions, and down they 
go between Decks, leaving only 4 or 5 Hands be- 
lides the Spaniards, above, who were immediately 
difpatched by them, and the Hatches laid on 
the reft ; thole in the Cabin were as ready as their’ 
Companions, for they pulled out their Piftols and 
ihot the Captain, Surgeon and another dead, and 
grievoufly wounded the Lieutenant; but he get- 
ingout of the Window upon a Side-Ladder, there- 
by faved his Life, and fo they made the m fe Ives ' 
Matters of thg Ship inanlnftant: But by acciden- 
tal good Fortune, fhe was recovered before fhe was 
carry’d off; for Captain Walron having mann’d a Sloop 
with 30 Hands 1 out of his Ship’s Company,' had fenf, 
' ’ ‘ ' ~ ‘ , "her 
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her to WindwardTome Days before, alfo for Trade,* 
which the Spaniards knew very well ; and juft as the 
A&ion was over they law this Sloop coming down, 
before the Wind, towards their Ship; upon which the 
Spaniards took about ioooo L in Specie, as I am in- 
formed, quitted the Ship, and went off in their 
Launch ilnmolefted. 

About the fame Time, a Guard h Coafi y of Porto 
RicOy commanded by one Matthew Luke 7 an hdiah y 
took four Englip Veifels, and murthered all the 
Crews : He was taken by the Lancepm Man of 
War, in May 1722, and brought to Jamaica^ were 
they were all but leven defervedly hanged. It is 
likely the Man of War might not have meddled 
with her, but that Ihe blindly laid the Lamefim on 
Board, thinking fhe had been a Merchant Ship, 
who thereupon catched a Tartar. Afterwards in 
rummaging there was found a Cartridge of Powder 
ma e up with a Piece of an Eng Up 'Journal, belong- 
ing, 1 believe, to the Gean Snow - and upon Ex- 
amination, aty laft, it was dilcovered that they 
had taken this Veifel and murthered the Crew; 
and one of the Spaniards , when he came to die, can- 
feffed that he. had killed twenty Englip Men with 
his own Hands. . 

1 •> / ; 

. * . * ▼ *1 ♦ , f r * », 

S. Jago de la Vega, Febr 20. 

A Letter from his Excellency Sir Nicolas Laws, 
our Governor , to the Alcaldes of Trinidado 
on Cuba, dated the 26th of Jan. 1721-2* ' 

, * ■ f • 

Gentlemen, ’ ' < 

6 ^Tp H E 4 frequent Depredations, Robberies, and 
• other Acis of Hoftility, * which have been 
c committed on the King my Royal Matters Sub- 
i jefts, by a Parcel of Banditti,, v/ho pretend to 
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have Coxnmiffions from you, and in Reality are 
flickered under your .Government, is the Oo 
cafipn of my fending the Bearer Captain Cham - 
berlain , Commander of his Majefty’s Snow Happy, 

. to demand Satisfaction of you for fo many noto- 
rious Robberies which your People have lately 
committed on the King’s Subjects of this Ifland 5 
particularly by thole Tray tors, Nicolas Brown 
and Chrifiopher Winter, to whom you have given 
Protection. Such Proceedings as thele are not 
^ only a Breach of the Law of Nations, but muff. 

appear to the World of a very extraordinary 
' Nature, when'confidered that the Subjects of a 
Prince in Amity and Friendfliip with another, 
fliould give Countenance and encourage fuch vile 
Practices. I confels I have had long Patience, and 
declined uling any violent Meafures to obtain 
Satisfaction, hoping the Celfation of Arms, fo 
€ happily concluded upon between our refpeCtive 
Sovereigns, would have put an effectual Stop to 
thofe Dilorders ; but on the contrary, I now find 
the Port of Trinidado a Receptacle to Villains 
of all Nations. I do therefore think fit to ac- 
quaint you, and allure you in the King my Ma* 
fter’s Name, that if I do meet with any of your 
Rogues for the future upon the Coaft of th,is 
Ifland, I will order them to -be hanged direCtly 
without Mercy • and I expeCfc and demand of 
you to make ample Reftitution to Captain Cham- 
berlain of all the Negroes which the laid Brown 
c and Winter have lately taken off from the North- 

* Side of this Ifland, and alfo of fuch Sloops and 
c other EffeCls as they have been taken and robbed 
c of, fince the Celfation of Arms, and that you 

* wilLdeliver up to the Bearer fuch Englijh Men 
c as are now detained, or otherwife remain at Tr/- 

* nidado •, and alfo expeCfc you will hereafter forbear 
t granting any Cpm?niflions ? or fuffer any fuch 

/ ' • i me* 
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c notorious Villains to be equipp’d and fitted out 
€ from your Port : otherwife you may depend upon 
c it, thofe that I can meet with, lhall be efteemed 
c Pyrates, and treated as fuch } of which I thought 
* proper to give you Notice, andam,c^c. 

it, i 

Jr i 

/ 

A Letter from Mr. Jofeph Laws, Lieutenant 
of his Majeffs Ship , Happy Snow , to the 
Alcaldes of T rinidado. 

Genlemen, 

C T Am fent by Gommadore Vernon , Commander 
j| c in Chief of all his Majefty’s Ships in. the 
4 We ft- Indies , to demand in the King our Matter’s 
4 Name, all the Veifels, with their Effects, &c. 

4 and alfo the Negroes taken from Jamaica iince the 
4 Ceffation of Arms*, likewife all Englijhmen now 
4 detained, or otherwife remaining in your Port of 
4 Tr ini dado j particularly Nicholas Brown and Chrifto - 
4 pher Winter , both of them being Tray tors, Py- 
4 rates and common Enemies to all Nations : And 
c the faid Commadore hath ordered me to Acquaint 
4 you, that he is furprized that the Subje&s of a 
4 Prince in Amity and Friendfhip with another, 
4 fhould give Countenance to fuch notorious Vil- 
4 lains. In Expedition of your immediate Compli- 
4 ance, I am, Gentlemen, 

Off the River Trini- Your humble Servant, 
dadoy Feb . 8 . 1720 . Jofeph Laws. 

y # 

i 

The Anfwer of the Alcaldes of Trinidado, to 

Mr. Laws’j Letter. 

✓ 

* »/ * 

Capt. Ltiwsy 

TN Anfwer to yours, this ferves to acquaint 
' X c y°u, that neither in this City, nor Port, are 
t ffrere any Negroes or Veffels which have been ta- 

/ ' ken 
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c ken at your illand of Jamaica, nor on that Coaft, 
c fince the Celfftion of Arms *, and what Veffels 
c have been taken fince that Time, have been for 
c trading in an unlawful Commerce on this Coaft • 
c and as for thofe EngUfh Fugitives you mention, 
c they are here as other Subjeds of our Lord the 
* King, being brought voluntarily to our holy Ca- 
c tholick Faith, and have received the Water of 
c Baptifm but if they fhould prove Rogues, and 
c fhould not comply with their Duty, in which 
c they .are bound at prefent, then they fhall be 
c chaftized according to the Ordinances of our 
c King, whom God prefer ve. And we beg you will 
c weigh Anchor as foon as poflible, and leave this 
c Port and its Coafts, becaufe upon no Account you 
c fhall be fuffered to trade, or any Thing elle • for 
c we are refolved not to admit thereof. God pre- 
c ferve you. We kifs your Hand. 

Trinidado , Signed, Hieronimo de Puentes , 

Feb. 8, 1722. Benette Alfonfo del ManxJmo. 


€ 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

< 


Mr*. Laws’-!- Reply to the Alcaldes Letter. i 

' / 

Gentlmen, * " 1 

Y OUR rehifing to deliver up the Subjects of 
c the King my Mafter, is iomewhat liirpri r 
zhig, it being ima Time of Peace, and the detain- 
ing them confequentjy. againft the Law of !Na- 
tions. Notvvithftanding your trifling Pretence 
(for which you have no Foundation but to forge an 
Excufe) to prevent my making any Enquiry in- 
to the Truth of the Fads 1 have alledged in my 
former, I mu ft tell you my Relolutions are, to 
ftay on the Coaft till 1 have made Reprizals ^ and 
ftiould 1 meet any Veffels belonging to your Port, 

I fhall not treat .them as the Subjeds of the Crown 

- * • . c of 
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c of Spain, but as Pyrates, finding it a Part of your 
* Religion in this Place to protect fuch Villains. 

Off the River Trim Your humble Servant, 4 
dado, Feb . 8. 1720. 1 * J°f e pb Laws. 

v < * 

The Anfwer of one of the Alcaldes to Mr. Laws’.? 

. . • 

Captain Laws , 

4 17011 may allure your felf, I will never be 

\ c wanting in the Duty of my Poft. The 
' c Prifbners that are here are not in Prifbn, but 
c only kept here to be Pent to the Governor of the 
c Havana : If you fas you fay) command at Sea, I 
c command on Shoar : If you treat the Spaniards , 
c you Ihould happen to y take, as Pyrates, I will do > 
c the fame by every one of your People I cair 

5 take up : I will not be wanting to good Manners, 

• c if you' will do the fame. I can likewife a ft the 
c Soldier, if any Occafion fhould offer that way, 
c for I have very good People here for that purpofe. 
c If you pretend any Thing elfe, you may execute 
i it on this Coaft. God preferve you. I kifs your 
< Hand. 

Trinidado , Signed, 

Feb . 20.1720. Bennett e Aifonfo del Men&ano. 

1 

The laft Advices we have received from our 
Plantations in America, dated June 9th, 1724, 
gives us the following Account, viz,* That Captain 
1 Jones in the Ship John and Mary, on the 5th of the 
\faid Month, met with, near the Capes of Virginia , 
a Spanijh Guard del Coaft, commanded by one Don 
Benito, faid to be commiffioned by the Governor 
of Cuba : She was manned with 60 Spaniards , 18 
ftrench Men and 18 EngHJh, and had an Englift Cap- 
tain as well as SpanijJj , one Richard Holland , who for- 
merly belonged to the Suffolk Man of War, which 

he 
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he deferted at Naples , and took Shelter in a Con- 
vent. He ferved on Board the Spanijh Fleet under 
Admiral Cammock , in the War in the Mediterranean , 
and after the Celfation of Arms with Spain, fettled 
with feveral of his Countrymen ( Irijh ) in the Spanijh 
Weft-Indies. This Guard del Coajl made 'Prize, of 
Captain Jones's Ship, and kept Poffeffiori of her 
from 5th to the 8th, during which Time the took 
alio the Prudent Hannah of Bofl'on , Thomas Mou - 
fell Mafter, and the Dolphin of Topfham , Theodore 
Bare Mafter, both laden and bound for Virginia : 
The J former they lent away together with three 
Men and the Mate, under the Command of a 
Spanijh Officer and Crew, the fame Day fhe was 
taken } the latter they carried off with them, put- 
ting the Mafter and all the Crew aboard Captain 
Jones' s Ship. They plundered Captain Jones of 
thirty fix Men Slaves, fome Gold-Duft, all his 
Cloaths, four great Guns and ftnall Arms, and 
about four hundred Gallons of Rum, befides his 
Provifions and Stores, computed in all to 1 500 L 
Sterling. 
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fr ' . « , - 

Captain A V E R Y, 

And his C RE W. 

A V 

» 1 

ONE of thefe bold Adventurers were 
ever fo much talked of, for a while, as 

jivery *, he made as great a Noife in the 

World as Meriveis does now, and was looked upon 
to be a Perfbn of as great Confequence ; he was re- 
prefented in Europe , as one that had raifed himfelf 
to the Dignity of a King, and was likely to be the 
Founder of a new Monarchy } having, as it was faid, 
taken immenfe Riches, and married the Great Mo- 
gul's Daughter, who was taken in an Indian Ship, 
which fell into his Hands *, and that he had by her 
many Children, living in great Royalty and State ; 
that he had built Forts, erefted Magazines, and 
was Maher . of a flout Squadron of Ships, manned 
with able and defperate Fellows of all Nations* that 
he gave Commiflions out in his own Name to the 
Captains of his Ships, and to the Commanders of 
his Forts, and wias acknowledged by them as their 
Prince. > A Play was writ upon him, called, the Sue - 
cefsful Tyrate , and, thefe Accounts obtained fuch 
Belief, that feveral Schemes were offered to the 
Council for fitting out a Squadron to take him * 
while others were for offering him and his Compaq 
nionsanAft of Giace, and inviting them to Eng - 
land 9 with all their Treafure, leaf!: his growing 

Greatnefs 
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Greatnefs might hinder the Trade of Europe to the 
Eaft-Indies . 

Yet all thefe were no more than falfe Rumours, 
improved by the Credulity of ibme, and the Hu-: 
mour of others who love to tellftfange Things ; for, 
while it was faid, he was afpiring at a Crown, he 
wanted a Shilling and at the fame Time it was 
given out he was in Poffeffion of fuch prodigious 
Wealth in Madagascar , he was ftarving in England 

No doubt, but the Reader will have a Curioflty 
of knowing what became of this Man, and ^vhat 
were the true Grounds of fo many falfe Reports 
concerning him *, therefore, 1 fhall, in as brief a Man- 
ner as I can, give his Hiftbry. , ' , f ‘ 

He was born in the Weft of England near fly- 
mouth iti Devonshire , being bred to the. Sea, he v 
lerved as. a Mate of a Merchant-Man, in ieverai 
trading Voyages : It happened before the Peace of 
Ryfw'cl, when there was an Alliance betwixt Spain, 
England , Holland, dr c. againft France, that the French 
in Martini co, carried oh a fmugling Trade with the 
Spaniards on the Continent of Peru, which by the 
Laws of Spain, is not allowed to Friends in Time 
of Peace, for none but native Spaniards are permit- 
ted to Traffickin thofe Parts, or fet their Feet on 
Shore, unlefs at any Time they are brought as Prifo- 
ners *, wherefore they coriftantly keep certain Ships 
cruifing along the Coaft, whom they call Gyarda del ' 
Cofta, who have the Orders to make Prizes of 
all Ships they can light of within five Leagues of 
Land. Now the French growing very bold in Trade* 
and the Spaniards being poorly provided with Ships* 
and thofe they had being of no Force, it often fell 
out, that when they light of the French Smuglers, 
they were not ftrong enough to attack them, there- 
fore it was refolv’d in Spain, to hire two or three 
flout foreign Ships for their Service, which being 
known at Brifiol, fome Merchants of that City, 
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fitted out two Ships of thirty odd Guns, and . 120 
B ands each, well furniihed with Provifion aud Am- 
munuio?y and all other Stores ; and the Hire being 
agreed for, by fome Agents for Spain , they were 
commanded to fail for Corunna or the Groine^ there 
to receive their Orders, and to take on Board fbme 
Spanijb Gentlemen, tvho were to go PafTengers to 
New 'Spain. ‘ 

Of one of thefe Ships, which I take to be call’d the 
Duke , Capt. Gibfon Commander, Avery was fir ft Mate, 
andffieing a Fellow of more Cunning than Courage, 
he infinuated himfelf into the good Will of leveral 
of the boldeft Fellows on Board the other Ship, as 
well as that which he was on Board of; having foun- 
ded their , Inclinations before he opened himfelf, 
and finding them ripe for his Defign, he, at length, 
propofed to therry to run away with the Ship, 
telling them what great Wealth was to be had up- 
on the Coafts of India : It was no fooner laid than 
agreed to, and .they revived to execute their Plot 
at Ten a Clock the Night following. 

It m aft be obferv’d, the Captain was one of thole 
who are mightily addifted to Punch, fo that he 
paded moft of his Time on Shore, 'in fome little 
drinking Ordinary ; but this Day he did not go on 
Shore as ufual ; however, this did not fpoil the De- 
lignf for he took his ufual Dofe on Board, and lo 
got to Bed before the Hour appointed for the Bufi- 
nefs : The Men a Ho who were not privy to the De- 
fign, turn’d into their Hammocks, leaving none up- 
on Deck but the Confpirators, who, indeedywere 
the greateft Part of the Ship’s Crew. At the Time 
agreed on, the Dut chefs'* Long-Boat appear’d, which 
Avery hailing in the ufual Manner, was anfwered by 
the Men in her, Is your, drunken Boatfwain on Board I 
Which was the Watch-Word agreed between them, 
and Avery replying in the Affirmative, the Boat 
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came aboard with fixteen flout Fellows, and joined 
the Company. 

When our Gentry faw that all was clear, they 
fecured the Hatches, lb went to work •, they did 
not flip the Anchor, but weigh’d it leifurely, and 
lb put to Sea without any Diforder or Confufion, 
tho’ there were federal Ships then lying in the Bay, 
and among them a Dutch Frigate of forty Guns, 
the Captain of which was offered a great Reward 
to go out after her ; but Mynheer , who perhaps 
would not have been willing to have been ferved lb 
himfelf, could not be prevail’d upon to give fuch 
Ufagetd another, and foletMr. Avery purflie his 
Voyage, whither he had a Mind to. ; * 

The Captain, who by this Time, was awaked, ei- 
ther by the Motion of the Ship, or the Noife of 
working the Tackles, rung the Bell ; Avery and 
two others went into the Cabin ; the Captain, half 
afleep, and in a kind of Fright, ask’d, What was 
the Matter ? Avery anfwered cooly, Nothing ; the 4 
Captain replied, fomething’s the Matter with the Ship , ¥ 
Does Jhe drive ? What Weather is it ? Thinking 
nothing 1 els then that it had been a Storm, tand 
that the Ship was driven from her Anchors : No , no y 
anfwered Avery , we’' re at Sea , with a fair Wind and 
good Weather . At Sea ! fays the Captain, How can 
that be ? Come , fays Avery , don’t be in a Fright , but put 
on your Cloaths y and I ll let you into a Secret : » — ■■ — 

Feu mufi know, that I am Captain of this Ship now y and 
this is my Cabin y therefore you maft walk out ; 1 am 
bound to Madagafcar, with a Defign of making my 
own Fortune , and that of all the brave Fellows joined 
with me. 

The Captain having a little recovered his Senfes, 
began, to apprehend the meaning; however, hi^ 
Fright was ?s great as before, which Avery per- 
ceiving, bad him fear nothing, for, fays he, if you 
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have a Mind to make one of us, we will receive you, 
and if you’ll turn fober, and mind your Bufinels, 
perhaps in Time I may make you one of my Lieu- 
tenants^ if not, here’s a Boat a-long-fide, and you 
ihall be fet alhore; 

The Captain was glad td hear this, and therefore 
accepted of his Offer* and the -Whole Crew being 
called up, to know who was willing to gd on Shore 
with the Captain, and who to feek their Fortunes 
with the reft ; there were not above five or ftx who 
Were willing to quit this Enterprise ; Wherefore 
they were put into the Boat with the Captain that 
Minute, &nd made their Way to the Shore as well 
as they could. \ .. 

They proceeded on their Voyage to Maddgafcarl 
but I do not find they took any Ships in their Way ; 
when they arrived at the N. E. Part of that Ifland, 
they found two Sloops at Anchor, who, upon feeing # 
them, flip’d their Cables and run themfelves afhore, 
the Men all landing, and running into the Woods ; 
thefe were two Sloops which the Men had run away 
With from the Weft-Indies , and feeing Avery , the/ 
fuppofed him to be feme Frigate fent to take them* 
and therefore not being of Force to engage him, 
they did what they could to lave themfelves; 

He gueffed where they were* and fentrfortie Of his 
Men on Shore to let them know they were Friends, 
and to offer they might join together for their com- 
mon Safety ; the Sloops Men were well arm’d, and 
had pofted themfelves in a Wood, with Centinels 
juft on the out-fide* to obferve whether the Ship 
landed her Men to purfue them, and they dbfer- 
ving only two or three Men to come towards then! 
Without Arms, did not oppofe them, but having 
challenged them, and they^ anfwering they were 
Friends, they lead them to their Body, where they 
delivered their Meffage ; at firft, they apprehen- 
ded it Was a Stratagem to decoy them on Board* 
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but when the AmbaiTadors offered that the Captain 
him lelf, and as many of the Crew as they fhould 
name, would meet them on Shore without Arms, 
they believed them to be in Earneft, and they foon 
entered into a Confidence with one another; thole 
on Board going. bn Shore, and iome of thofe on 
Shore going on Board. 

The Sloops Men were rejoiced at the new Ally, 
for their Veflfels were fb fmall, that they could not 
attack a Ship of any Force, ~fo that hitherto they 
had not taken any confiderable Prize, but now they 
hop’d. to. fly at high Game ; and Avery was as well' 
pleated at this Reinforcement, to frrengthen them 
for any brave Enterprize, and tho’ the Booty muft 
be lelfened to each, by being divided into fo many 
Shares, yet'he found out an Expedient not to liiffer 
by it himfelfy as fhall be fliewii in its Place., f ; - 
• .• Having confulted what was to be done, they re- 
folved to fail out together upon a Cruize, the Gal- 
ley and two Sloops; they therefore fell to work 
toyget the Sloops elf, which they foon effefted,* and 
fleered towards the Arabian Coaft*, near the River 
Indus, the Man at the Mail-Head fpied a Sail, upon 
which they gave Chace, and as they came nearer to 
her, they perceived her to be a tail Ship, and fancied 
fhe might be a Dutch Eafi-hdia Man homeward 
bound; but. fhe proved a better Prize ; when they 
fired at her to bring too, five hoifted Mogul s Colours, 
and leemed to ftand upon her Defence ; Avery only 
canonaded at a DiAance, and fome of Ills Men 
began to fulpeft that he was not the Hero they 
took him for : However, the r Sloops made Ufe of 
their Time, and coming , one on the Bow, and the 
other on the Quarter, of the Ship, clapt her on Board, 
and enter’d her, upon which fhe immediately ftruck 
her Colours and yielded ; fhe was one of the Great 
_ Moguls own Ships, and there were in her fever al 
of the greateft Perfons of his Court, among whom it 
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was laid was one o Phis Daughters, who were going 
pn a Pilgrimage to Mecca } the Mahometans think- 
ing themfelves obliged once in their lives to vifit 
that Place, and they were carrying with them 
rich Offerings, todprelent at the Shrine of Mahomet • , 
It is known that the Eaftern People travel with 
the utmoft Magnificence, , fo that they had with 
them all their Slaves, and) Attendants, their rich 
Habits and Jewels, with VeiTels of Gold and Silver,- 
and great Sums of Money to defray the Charges 
of their Journey by Land} wherefore the Plunder 
got by this Prize, is not ealily computed. ; ^ 

Having taken all the Treafure on Board their 
own Ships, and plundered their Prize of every 
Thing elfe they, either wanted or liked, , they let 
her go } Jhe not being able to continue Her Voyagei 
returned back : As ioon as - the News came to the! 
Mogul, and he knew that they were, Enghjh w hid 
had robbed them, he threatened loud, and talked 
offending a mighty* Ariny with Fire and Sword,^ 
to extirpate the Enghjh from all their Settlements ' 
on the 'Indian Coaft. The Ea(l- India Company iff 
England , were very,, much alarmed at it } however,' 
by Degrees, they found Means to pacify him, by 
promising to do their Endeavours to take the Rob- 
bers, and deliver them into his Hands *, however,* 
the great Noife this Thing made in Europe, as well 
as In did, was the Occafiou of all thefe romantick 
Stories which were formed of Avery's Greatnefs. 

In the mean Time our fuccefsful Plunderers a- 

* * ' „ > . * ■ ' ,i, 4 !# 

greed to make thebeft of their Way back to Ma- 
dagascar, intending to make that Place, their Maga- 
zine or Repofitory for all their Treafure, and ,to 
build a fmall Fortification there, and leave a few 
Hands always afliore to look, after it, # and de4 
fend it from any Attempts of the Natives • but 
Avery put an. End to this Projeft, and made it alto- 
gether unneceffary. 
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As they were Steering their Gourfe, as has been 
faid, he fends a Boat on Board of each of the Sloops, 
defiring the Chief of them to come on Board' of 
him, in order to hold a Council * they did fo, 
and he told them he had fbmething to propofe to 
them for the common Good, which was to provide 
againft Accidents •, he bad them confider the Trea- 
fure they were polfefs’d of, would be fiifficient for 
them all if they could fecure it in fbme Place on 
Shore } therefore all they had to fear, was fbme 
Misfortune in the Voyage \ he bad them confider 
the Conferences of being feparated by bad Wea- 
ther, in which Cafe, the Sloops, if either of them 
fhould fall in with any Ships of Force, muft be 
• either taken or funk, and the Treafure on Board 
her loft to the reft, befides the common Accidents 
;of the” Sea *, as for his Part he was fb ftrong, he 
was able to make his Party good with any Ship 
they were like to meet in thofe Seas ; 0 that if he met 
with any Ship of fuch Strength, that he could 1 
not take her, he was fafe from being taken, being 
lo .well manned *, befides his Ship was a quick Sailor, 
and could carry Sail, when the Sloops could not, 
wherefore, he propofedto them, to put the Trea- 
fure on Board his Ship, to feal up each Cheft with 3 
Seals, whereof each was to keep one, and to appoint 
a Rendezvous, in Cafe of Separation. 

Upon confidering this Propofal, it appeared fb 
feafbnable to them, that they readily came into it, 
for they argued to themfelves, that an Accident 
might happen to one of the Sloops and the other 
efcape, wherefore it was for the common Good* 
The Thing was done as agreed to, the Treafure 
put on Board of Avery , and the Chefts feaPd \ they 
kept Company that Day and the next, the Wea- 
ther being fair, in which Time Avery tampered 
With his Men., telling them they now had 'fufficient 
to make them alTCafy, and what fhould 'hinder 
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them from going to fome Country, where they 
' were not known, and living on Shore all the reft of 
their Days in Plenty j they underftood what he 
nleant: And infhort, they all agreed to bilk their 
new Allies, the Sloop’s Men, nor do I find that any 
of them felt any Qualms of Honour rifing in his 
Stomach, to hinder them from contenting to this 
Piece of Treachery. In fine, they took Advantage 
of the Darknefs that Night, fleer’d another Courfe,, 
and, by Morning, loft Sight of them. ; . " ’ 

I leave the Reader to judge, what Swearing and 
Confufion there was airiong the Sloop’s Men, in 
the Morning, when they law that Avery had given 
them the Slip \ for they knew by the Fairnefs of 
the Weather, and the Courfe they had agreed to 
fteer, that it muft have been done on purpofe : But 
we leave them at prefent to follow Mr. Avery . 

Avery , and his Men, having confiilted what to do 
with themfelves, came to a Refolution, to make the 
beft of their Way towards America *, and none of them 
being known in thole Parts, they intended to divide 
theTreafure, to change their Names, to gbaihore, 
fome in one Place, fome in other, to purchate Ibme 
Settlements, and live at Eafe. The firft Land they 
made, was the Ifland of Providence^ then newly 
fettled ^ here they ftaid fome Time, and having 
confidered that when they Ihould go to Ncry-Eng- 
land y the Greatnefs of their Ship, would caute much 
Enquiry about them v and pollibly fome People 
from England, who had heard the Story of a Ship’s 
being run away with from the Groine , might fute 
pe&themto be the People *, they therefore took a 
Refolution of difpofing of their Ship at providence : 
Upon which, Avery pretending that the Ship being 
fitte.d out upon the privateering Account, and ha- 
ving had no Succefs, he had received Orders from 
the Owners, to difpofe of her to the beft Advan- 
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tage, lie foon met with a Purchafer, and ijnmedi- 
ately bought a Sloop. 

In this Sloop, he and his Companions embarq’d^ 
they touch'd at feveral Parts of America , where no 
Per fon fufpefted them ; and fome of them went on 
Shore, and aifperfed themfelves about the Country, 
having received fuch Dividends as Avery would give 
them ; for he concealed the greateft Part of the Dia- 
monds from them, which in the firtt Hurry of plun- 
dering the Ship, they did i ot much regard, as not 
knowing their Value. \ 

At length he came to Befron y in New- England, and 
leem’d to have a Delire ot fettling in thole Parts, 
and lbme of his Companions went on Shore there 
alio, but he changed fus Refolution, and propofed 
to the few of h : s Companions who were left, to fail 
for Ireland^ which they conlented to: He found out 
that New- England was not a proper Place for him, 
becaufe a great deal of his Wealth lay in Diamonds * 
and Ihould he have produced them there, he would 
have certainly been feiz'd on Sufpicion of Pyracyv 
In their Voyage to Ireland , they avoided 5 St. 
George’s Channel, and failing North about, they put 
into one of the Northern Ports of that Kingdom; 
there they difpoted of their Sloop, and coming on 
Shore they feparated themfejves, fome going to Cork, 

and fome to Dublin, i 8 of whom obtain’d their Pardons 

^ f - * 

afterwards of K. William . When Avery had remain’cl 
fome Time in this Kingdom, he was afraid to offer his 
Diamonds to fale, leaft an Enquiry into his Manner 
Of coming by them fhould occafion a Difcovery 
therefore corilidering with him feif what was beft 
to be done, he fancied there were fome Perfons at 
Brificl) whom he might venture to truft ; upon 
which, he relolved to pafs over into England ; he 
did fo, and going into Devonjlure , he fent to one of 
ihefe Friends to meet him at a Town called Biddi- 
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fordj when he had communicated himietf to his 
Friends, and confulted with him about the Means 
of his Effefts, they agreed, that the fafell Method 
would be, to put them in the Hands of feme Mer- 
chants, who being Men of Wealth and Credit: in 
the World, no Enquiry would be made how they 
came by them ; this Friend telling him he was very 
intimate with fome who were very fit for the Pur- 
pofe, arid if he would but allow them a good Com- 
million would do the Bufinefs very -faithfully. 
Avery liked the Propofal, for he found iio other 
Way of managing his Affairs, fince he could not 
appear in them himfelf ; therefore his Friend go- 
ing back to Briflol , and opening the Matter to the 
Merchants, they made Avery a Vi fit at Blddlford y 
where, after Tome Proteftations of Honour and Inte- 
grity, he delivered them his Effects, confifting of 
Diamonds and feme Veffels of Gold; they gave 
him a little Money for his prelent Subfiftance, and 
fo they parted. • > : - - - 

He changed t his Name and lived at Blddlfordy 
without making any Figure, ( and therefore there 
was no great Notice' taken of 'him ; yet let one 
or two of ‘his Relations know where * he was, who 
came to lee him. In feme Time his little Money 
was (pent, yet he heard nothing from his Mer- 
chants f hedwrit to them' often, and after much Im- 
portunity they Tent him - a fmall Supply, but fearce 
fufScjentrto, pay his Debts n In fine, the Supplies 
they lent him from Time to Time, were lb Tmall, 
that they were not fufficient to give him Bread, « 
nor could he get that little, without a great deal 1 
of Trouble cand Importunity, wherefore being 
weary of his Life, he went privately to Brlftol, to 
Ipeaktofthe Merchants himfelf, where inffead of 
Money he met a raoft lhocking Repulle, for when 
he delired them to come to an Account/ with him, 
they file.riced him by threatening to difcover him, 
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lo that pur Merchants were as good Py rates at 
Land as he was at Sea. 

Whether he was frightened by thefe Menaces, 
or had feenfome Body elfe he thought knew him, 
is not known *, but he went immediately over to 
Ireland, and from thence follicited his Merchants 
very hard for a Supply, but to no Pur pole, for he 
was even reduced to beggary : In this Extremity 
he was relolved to: return and caft himfelf upon 
them, let the Confequence be what it would. He 
put himfelf on Board a trading Veffel, and work’d 
his Paffage over to Plymouth, from whence he tra- 
velled on Foot to Blddifordy where he had been but 
a few Days before he fell fick and died*, not being 
worth as much as would buy him a Coffin, 

Thus have I given all that could be colle&ed 
pf any Certainty concerning this Man ; reje&ing 
the idle Stories which were made of his fantaftick 
Gjeatnefs, by which it appears, that his A&ions 
were more inconfiderable than thofe of other Py- 
rates, fince him, though he made more Noife in 
the World, 1 - r 

Now we fhall turn back and give our Readers 
fome Account of what became of the twp Sloops. 

We took Notice of the Rage and Confufion, 
which muft have feized them, upon their miffing 
of Avery ? however, they continued their Courfe, 
feme of them ftill flattering themfelves that he 
had only out failed them in the Night, and that 
they fliQiild find him at the Place of Rendezvous : 
But when they came there, and could hear no Ty- 
dings of him, there was an End of Hope. It was 
Time to confider what they fhould do with them- 
felves, their Stock of Sea Provifion was almoft fpent, 
and tho 7 there was Rice and Fifh, and Fowl to 
be had afhqre, yet thelp would not keep for Sea, 
without being properly cured with Salt, which 
they: had no Conveniency of doing 5 therefore, 
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fince they could not go a Cruizing any more, it 
was Ti?ne to think of eftablilhing themfelves at 
Land*, to which Pur pole they took all Things out 
of the Sloops, made Tents of the Sails, and encam- 
ped themfelves, having a large Quantity of Ammu- 
nition, and abundance of Imall Arms. 

Here they met with lever al of their Countrymen,' t 
the Crew of a Privateer Sloop which was comman- 
ded by Captain Thomas Tew \ and fince it will be 
but a fhort Digreflion, we will give an Account 
,Jiow they came here. 

Captain George Dew and Captain Thomas Tew y ha-* 
ving received Commiflions from the then Gover- 
nor of Bermudas j to fail dire&ly for the River Gam- 
bia in Africa^ there, with the Advice and Affift- 
ance of the Agents of tlie Royal African Company, 
to attempt the taking the French Factory at Goorie, 
lying upon that Coaft. lira few Days after they 
failed Out, Dew in a violent Storm, not only fprung 
his Maft, but loft Sight of his Conlort*, Dew there- 
fore returned back to refit, and Tew inftead of pro- 
ceeding qii his Voyage, made lor the Cape of Good 
J3ope y and doubling the laid Cape, fhaped his Courfe 
for the Straits of Babel Mandel y being the Entrance 
into the Red Sea . Here he came up with a large 
Ship, richly laden, bound from the Indies to Ara - 
hia , with three hundred Soldiers on Board, belides 
Seamen y yet Tew had the Hardinefs to board 
her, and foon carried her y and, ’tis faid, by this 
Prize, his Men fhared near three thoufand Pounds 
a Piece : They had Intelligence from the Prifoners, 
of five other rich Ships to pafs that Way, which 
Tew 1 would have attacked, tho’ they were very 
ftrong, if he had not been over-ruled by the Quar- 
ter-Mafter and others. — r This differing in Opi- 
nion created fome ill Blood amongft them, fo that 
they relblved to break up py rating, and no Place 
was fo fit to receiye them as Madagascar, hither they 
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fleered, refblving to live on Shore and enjoy what 
they got. | . , - ' ' , , , / ' X 

.* As for Tew himfelf, he with a few others in a 
Jhprt Time went off to Rhode JJland, from whence 
he rnade his Peace. : • 

/Thus have we accounted for the Company o r 
Pyrates met with here. 

It muff be oblerved that the Natives of Madagaf- 
car are a kind of Negroes, they differ from thofe 
of Gulney in their Hair, which is long, and their 
Complexion is not fo good a Jet ; they have innu^ 
merable little Princes among them, who are con- 
tinually making War upon one another ; their Pri- 
loners are their Slaves, and they either fell them, 
or put them to death, as they pleafe : When our 
Pyrates firft fettled amongft them, their Alliance 
was much courted by fhele Princes, fb they fbrne- 
times joined one, fomerimes another, but wherefo-: 
ever they fided, they were fare to be Viftorious ;♦ 
for the Negroes here had no Fire-Arms, nor did t 
they underftand their Ufe ; fb that at length thefe 
Pyrates became fb terrible to the Negroes, that if 
two or or three of them were only feen on one Side, 
when they were going to engage, the pppolite Side 
would fly without ftriking a Blow. \ : * 

By thefe Means they not only became feared, 
but powerful; all the Prilbners of War, they took 
to be their Slaves ; they married the moft beautiful 
of the Negroe Women, not one or two, but as many 
as they liked; fb that every one of them had as 
great a Seraglio as the Grand Seignior at Conftavti - 
nofle : Their Slaves they employed in planting Rice, 
in Fifhing Hunting, &c. * befides which, they had - 
abundance of others, who lived, as it were, under- 
their Proteftion, and to be fecure from the Difturr 
bances or Attacks of Uieir powerful Neighbours; 
thefe feemed to pay them a willing Homage. Now 
they began to divide from one another, each living 
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.with his own Wives, Slaves and Dependants, like 
feparate Prince ; and as Power and Plenty na- 
turally beget Contention, they fometimes quarrel* 
led with one another, and attacked each other at 
the Plead of their federal Armies; and in thefe 
civil Wars, many of them were killed; but an Ac- 
cident happened, which obliged them to unite 
again for their common Safety. * . , . 

' It muft be obferved that thefe fudden great Men,' 
had uled their Power like Tyrants, for they grew 
wanton in Cruelty, and nothing was more com- 
mon, than upon the flightefl Difpleafure, to caufe- 
one o their Dependants to be tied to a.Tree and 
fhot thro 5 the Heart, let the Crime be what it 
weuH, whether little or great, this was always 
the Puniihment;- wherefore the Negroes confpi- 
red together, to rid themfelves of thefe Deftroyers, 
all-in one Night ; and as they now lived feparate, 
the Thing might eafily have been done, had not a 
Woman, who had been Wife or Concubine to one 
of them, run near twenty Miles in three I-lours* 
to difcover the Matter to them : Immediately upon 
the Alarm they ran together as faft as they could, 
lo that when the Negroes approached them, they 
found them all ,up in Arms ; wherefore they retired 
without making any Attempt. ^ . 

T|iis Efeape made them very cautious from that 
Time, and it will be worth while to defcribe the 
Policy of thefe brutifh Fellows, and to fhew what 
Meafiires they took to fecure themfelves. 

They found that the Fear ©f their Power could not 
fecure them again# a Surprize, and the braveft Man 
may be kill’d when he is afleep, by one much his infe- 
rior in Courage and Strength , therefore, as their 
firft Security, they did all , they could to foment 
War betwixt the neighbouring Negroes, remaining 
Neuter themfelves, by which Means, thole who 
were overcome conftantly fled to them for Pro- 
tection * 
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teftion, otherwife they muft be either hilled or 
siiade Slaves, r They ftrengthened their Party, and 
tied feme to them by Intereft * when there was no 
War, they contrived to fpirit up private Quar- 
rels among them, , and upon every little Difpute 
or Mifunderftanding, pufh on one Side or other to 
Revenge ^ Inftruct them how to attack or furprize 
~ their Adverfaries, and lend them loaded Piftois or 
Fire locks to difpatch them with the Confequence 
of which was, that the Murderer was forced to 
fly to them ‘for the fafety of his Life, with his 
Wives, Children and Kindred. 

Such as thefe were fall Friends, as their Lives 
depended upon the fafety of hi$ Proteftors ; for as 
we' obferved before, our Pyrates were grown fo 
terrible, that none of their Neighbours had Refo- 
lution enough to attack them in an open War. 

By fuch Arts as thefe, in the Space of a few 
Years, their Body was greatly increafed, they then 
began to feparate themfelves, and remove at a 
greater Diftance from one another, for the Conve- 
nience of more Ground, and were divided like Jews, 
into Tribes, each carrying with him his Wives and 
Children, (of which, by this Time they had a large 
Family,) as alfo their Quota of Dependants and 
Followers v and if Power and Command be the 
Thing which jliftinguifli a Prince, thefe Ruffians 
had all the Marks of Royalty about them, nay more, 
they had the^very Fears which commonly difturb 
Tyrants, as may be feen by the extream Caution 
they took in fortifying the Places where they 
dwelt. t. ? ^ j * v t 

In this Plan of Fortification they imitated one 
another, their Dwellings were rather Citadels than 
Houfes \ they made Choice of a Place overgrown 
with Wood,. , and feituate near a Water * they rai- 
fed a Rampart or high Ditch round it, fb ftrait and 
high* that it was impoffible to clirnt* it, and efpe^ 
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daily by thofe who had not the Ufe of Icaling Lad- 
ders : Over this Ditch there was one PalTage into 
the Wood •, the Dwelling, which was a Hut, was 
built in that Part of the Wood which the Prince*; 
who inhabited it, thought fit, but lb covered that : 
it could not be feen till you came at it ^ but the 
greateft Cunning lay in the Paffage which lead to 
the Hut, which was fo narrow, that no more than 
one Perfon could go 1 a Breaft, and contrived in lb 
intricate a Manner, that it was a perfeS: Maze or 
Labyrinth, it being round and round, with feveral 
little crofs Ways, lb that a Perlbn that was not 
well acquainted with the Way, might walk levera.tr 
Hours round and crofs thefe Ways without being , 
able to find the Hut-, moreover all along the Sides 
of thefe narrow Paths, certain large Thorns which 
grew upon a Tree in that Country, were ftruck 
into the Ground with their Points uppermoft, and 
the Path it felf being made crooked and ferpentine, 
if a Man Ihould attempt to come near the Hut at 
Night, he would' certainly have ftruck upon thefe 
Thorns, tho’ he had been provided with that Clue 
which Ariadne gave to The feus when he entered the 
Cave of the Minataur. 

Thus Tyrant like they- lived, fearing and feared 
by all \ and in this Scituation they were found by 
Captain Woods Rogers , when he went to Madagascar, 
in the Delicia, a Ship of forty Guns, with aDefign 
of buying Slaves in order to fell to the Dutch at 
Batavia or New- Ho Hand • He happened to touch up- 
on a Part of the Ifland, frhere no Ship had been 
ieenforfeven or eight Years before, where he met- 
with fome of the Py rates, at which Time, they- 
had been upon the Ifland above 25 Years, having : 
a large motly Generation of Children and Grand- 
Children defcended from them, there being about 
that Time, eleven of them remaining alive* 
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Upon their fir ft lee i ng a Ship of this Force and 
Burthen, they fuppofed it to be a Man o! War 
fenc to take them *, they therefore lurked within 
their Faftneffes, but when fome from the Ship came 
on Shore, without any fhew of Hoftility, and offer- 
ing to trade with the .Negroes, they ventured to 
come out of their Holes, attended like Princes } 
and iince they a&ually are Kings DeFafto, which % 
is a kind of a .Right, we ought to fpeak of them 
as fuch. ' ' , J 

Having been fo many Years upon this Ifland, 
it may be imagined, their Cloaths had long been 
worn out, fo that their Majefties were extreamly 
out at the Elbows } I cannot fay they were ragged, 
fince they had no Cloaths, they had nothing to 
cover them but the Skins of Beafts without any 
tanning, but with all the Hair on, nor a Shoe nor 
Stocking, fo they looked like the Pictures of Her- 
cules in the Lion’s Skin ; and being overgrown with 
Beard, and Hair upon their Bod : es, they appeared 
the moft favage Figures that a Man’s Imagination 
can frame. / \ 

* r 5 * * k 4 ^ ^ 

t However, they foon got rigg’d, for they fold 
great Numbers of thofe poor People under them, 
for Cloaths, Knives, Saws, Powder and Ball, and 
many other Things, and became fo familiar that 
they went aboard the Delicia, and were obferved 
to be very curious, examining the infide of the 
Ship, and very familiar with the Men, inviting them 
afhore. Their Defign in doing this, as they after- 
wards confeffed, was to try if it was not practi- 
cable to furprize the Ship in the Night, which 
they judged very eafy, in cafe there was but a 
flender Watch kept on Board, they having Boats 
and "Men enough at Command, but it feems the 
Captain was aware of them, and kept fb ftrong a i 
Watch upon Deck, that they found it was in vain 
to make any Attempt •, wherefore, when fome of 
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the Men went afhore, they were'for inveigling them, 
and drawing them into a Plot, for feizing the Cap- 
tain and lecuring the reft of the Men under Hat- 
ches, when they fhould have the Night-Watch, 
pronf fing a Signal to come on Board to join them 9 
propofi.ig, if they fucceeded, to go a Pyrating to- 
gether, not doubting but with that Ship they 
Ihould be able to take any Thing they met on the 
Sea : But the Captain observing an Intimacy grovv- 
ing betwixt them and fome of his Men, thought 
it could be for no good, he therefore broke it off 
in Time, not differing them fb much as to talk to- 
gether *, and when he lent a Boat on Shore with an 
Officer to treat w : th them about the Sale of Slaves, 
the Crew remained on Board the Boat, and no Man 
was differed to talk with them, but the Perlon de- 
pitted by him for that Purpofe. 

• Before he failed away, and they found that no- 
thing was to be done, they confeffed all the Defigns 
they had formed againft him. Thus he left them 
as he found them, in a great deal of dirty State 
and Royalty,' but with fewer Sub) efts than they 
had, having, as * we obferved, fold many of them • 
and if Ambition be the darling Paflion of Men, no 
doubt they were happy. One of thefe great Prin- 
ces had formerly been a Waterman upon the 
Thames , where having committed a Murder, he fled 
to the Weft- Indies, and was of the Number of thofe 
who run away with the Sloops*, the reft had been 
all foremaft Men, nor was there a Man amongft 
them, w h° could either read or write, and yet 
their Secretaries of State had no more Learning 
than themfelves. This is all the Account we can 
give of thele Kings of Madagafcar , fome of whom 
it is probable are reigning to this Day. 

- > _ 
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And his Crew. 


I Come now to the Pyrates that have rofe finca 
" the Peace of Vtrecht * in War Time there is no 
room for any,.becaufe all thdfe of a roving- \ 
advent’rous Difpofition find Employment in Pri- 
vateers, fo there is no Opportunity for Pyrates 
like pur Mobs in London, when they come to any 
Height, our Superiors order out the Train Bands*; 
and when once they are railed, the others are fup- 
preffed of Courle 5 I take the Reafbn of it to be, 
that the Mob go into the tame Army* and immedi- 
ately from notorious Breakers of the Peace* be- 
come, by being put into order, fblemn Prefer- 
vers of it. Ana fhould our Legiflators put fome 
of the Pyrates into Authority, it would not only 
lelfen their Number, but, 1 imagine, let them upon 
the reft, and they would be the likelieft People to 
find them out, according to the Proverb, fee d Thief 
to catch a Thief. • t , • 

To bring this- about, there needs no other Encou- 
ragement, but to give all the Elfe&s taken aboard a 
Pyrate VeiTel to the Captors ; for in Cafe of Plunder 
and Gain, they like it as well from Friends, as Ene- 
mies, but are not fond, as Things are carry 9 d, of ruin* 
ing poor Fe Howes, fay the Creole an s, with no Advantage td 


iktmfelT)es. 
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The Multitude of Men arid VeiTels, employ’d 
this Way, in Time of War; in the Weft-Indies^ is. ano- 
ther Reafon, for the Number of Py rates in a Time 
of Peace : This cannot be fuppofed to be a Re- 
flexion On any of our American Governments, much 
lets on the King himfelf, by whofe Authority fuch 
Commiffions are granted, becaule of the Reafona- 
blenefs, and abfolute Neceifity, there is for the 
doing of it y yet the Obfervation is juft, for fo many 
idle People employing themfelves in Privateers; for 
the fake of Plunder and Riches, which they al- 
ways fpend as f aft as they get,- that when the War 
is over, and they can have no farther Bufinefs 
in the Way of Life they have been ufed to; they 
too readily engage in AXs of Pyracy, which being 
but the fame PraXice without a Comrriifflon, they 
make very little DiftinXion betwixt the Law- 
fulnefs of one* .and the TJnlawfulnefs of the 
otheY, • , - 


I Have not enquired fb far back; as to know the 
Original of this* Rover, but I believe he and hi$ 
Gang, were feme Privateer’s Men belonging to the 
Ifland bf Jamaica, in. the preceeding War ; his Story 
is but ihort, for his Reign was fb ; an End ha«^ 
ving been put to his Adventures in good Time; 
when he was growing ftrong and formidable; We 
find him Commander of a Pyrate Sloop. of eight? 
Guns; and 80 Men; in the Month of September ; 1716; 
Cruifiiig off Jamaica , Cuba, &c* about which Time, 
he took the Berkley Galley, Captain Saunders, and 
plundered him of iooo l. in Money, and after-! 
wards met with a Sloop call’d the king Solomon ; front, 
whom he took fome Money; and Provifions; befides 
Goods, to’ a good Value. ., s , ; 

They proceeded after this, to the Port of Cavena, at 
the Ifland of Cuba, and in their Way took two Sloops^ 
which they plundered, arid let go ; and off the 
Pott fell in with a fine Galley, with 20 Guns; 

■. ' E\ ‘ . call’d 
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call’d the John and Martha, Captain Wilfon , which 
they attacked under the pyratical Black-Flag, 
and made themfelves Mailers of her. They putx 
feme of the Men afhore, and others they : detain’d, 
as they had done federal Times, to encreafe their 
Company j but Captain Martel, charged Captain 
Wilfon, to advife his Owners, that their Ship would 
anfvver his Purpofe exactly, by taking one Deck 
down, arid as for the Cargo, which confifted chiefly 
of Logwood and Sugar, he would take Care it 
Ihould be carry’d to a good Market. 

Having fitted up the aforefaid Ship, as they de- 
fign’d, they mounted her with 22 Guns, 100 Men, 
and left. 2 5 Hands in the Sloop, and fo proceeded 
to Cruize off the Leeward Iflands, where they met 
with but too much Succefs. After the taking of 
a Sloop and a Brigantine, they gave Chafe to a 
flout Ship, which they cahie up with, and, at Sight 
of the Py rate’s Flag, fhe ft ruck to the Robbers, 
being a Ship of 20 Guns, call’d the Dolphin, bound 
for Newfoundland. Captain Martel made the Men 
Prifbners, and carry’d the Ship with him. 

The middle of December the Pyrates took ano- 
ther Galley in her Voyage home from Jamaica, call’d 
the Kent, Captain Lawton, and fhifted her Provi- 
fions aboard their own Ship, and let her go, which 
obliged her to Sail back to Jamaica for a Supply for 
her Voyage. After this they met with a fmall Ship 
and a Sloop, belonging to Barbadoes , out of both 
they took Pro vifions, and then parted with them, 
having firft taken out feme of their Hands, who 
were willing to be forced to go along with them. 
The Greyhound Galley of London, Captain Evans, from 
Guiney to Jamaica, was the next that had the Mis- 
fortune to fall in their Way, which they did not 
' detain iong, for as loon as they could get out all her 
Gold Daft, Elephant’s Teeth, and 40 Slaves, they 
feather onwards upon her Voyage. 

’ They 
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They concluded now, that ’twas high Time to' 
get into Harbout and refit, as well as to get Re- 
frefliments themfelves* and wait an Opportunity 
to difpofe of their Cargo ; therefore ’twas refol- 
ded to malce the beft of their Way to Santa Crux >* 
a fmall Ifland in the Lattitude of 18, 30, N. ten 
Mile long, and two broad, 1 lying South-Eaft of 
Porto Rico , belonging to the French Settlements* 
Here they thought they might lye privately enough 
for feme Time, and fit themfelves for further Mif- 
chief. They met with a Sloop by the Way, which 
they took along with them, and in the Beginning 
of the Year 1716-17, they arrived at their Port* 
having a Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop of eight* and 
three Prizes, vit* another Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop 
of four Guns, and another Sloop laft taken ^ with 
this little Fleet* they got into a fmall Harbour* of 
Road, the N. W. Part of the Ifland, and warp’d 1 
up two Creeks* which were made by a little Ifland 
lying within the Bay * (I am the more particular 
now, becatife I lhall take Leave of the Gentlemen*,’ 
at this Place.) They had here bare 16 Foot Water* 
at the deepeft, and but 13 dr 14, at the ihallow- 
eft, and nothing but Rocks and Sands Withdut* 
which fecured them from Wind and Sea, and 
like wife from any confiderable Force coming a- 
gainft them. ' , ... ' 

When they had all got in, the firft Thing they 
had to do, was to Guard themfelves in the belt 
Manner they could } they made a Battery of four 
Guns upon the Ifland, and another Battery of two 
Guns On the Horth Point of the Road, and warp’d 
in one of the Sloops with eight Gung* at the Mouth 
of the Channel, to hinder any Welle Is from coming 
in •* when this was done they Went to Work on 
their Ship, unrigging* arid unloading, in Order* td 
Clean* where I fhall leave them a while, till I bring 
other Company to ’em. - ■ 

El hi 
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< In the Month of November, 171 6, General Z&- 
milton , Commander in chief of all the Leeward Car - 
Ifiands , fent a Sloop Exprefs to Captain Hume, 
at Barbadoes , Commander of his Majefty’s Skip^ 
Scarborough, of 30 Guns, and 140 Men, to acquaint 
him, that two Fyrate Sloops of 12 Guns each, 
molefted the Colonies, having plundered feveral 
Velfels. r The Scarborough had bury’d twenty Men, 
and had near forty Sick, and therefore was but in 
ill State to go to Sea : However, Captain Hume 
left his fick Men behind, and failed to the other 
Ifiands, for a fupply of Men, taking 20 Soldiers 
from Antegoa at Nevis, he took 10, and 10 at . 
St. Chriftophers , and then failed to the Ifland of An~ 
guilla, ■ where he learned, that fome Time before, 

2 fuch Sloops had been at Spanijh-Town, otherwife 
called, one of the Virgin Ifiands : Accordingly, the 
next Day,fthe Scarborough came to Spanijh-Town, but 
could hear no News of the Sloops, only, that they 
had been there about Chrifimas , (it being then the . 
1 5 th of 'January.') 

Captain Hume, finding no Account could be had of 
thefe Pyrates, defigned to go back, the next Day, 
to Barbadoes y but, it happened, that Night, that 
a Boat anchor’d there from Santa Crux , and infer- 
med him, that he faw a Pyrate Ship of 22 or 24 
Guns, with other Velfels, going in to the North 
Weft Part of the Ifland aforefaid. The Scarborough 
weigh’d immediately, and the next Morning came 
in Sight of the Rovers, and their Prizes, and flood 
to them, ‘hut the Pilot refufed to venture in with 
the Ship } all the while the Pyrates fir’d red hot 
Bullets from the Shore. At length, the Ship came 
to an Anchor, along Side the Reef, near the Chan- 
nel, and cannonaded' for feveral Hours, both the 
Velfels and Batteries : About four in the After- 
noon, the Sloop that guarded the Channel, was 
funk by the Shot of the Man of War , then fhe 

' " cahiid- 


Of Captain MARTEL • 6$ \ 

cannonaded the Pyrate Ship of 22 Guns, that lay 
behind thelfland. The next Night, viz,, the 18th, 
it falling Calm, Captain Hume weigh’d, fearing he 
might fall on the Reef,, and lb flood off and on for 
a Day or two, to block them up. On the 20th, 
in the Evening, they obferved the Man of War to 
fland off to Sea, and took the Opportunity to 
warp out, in order to flip away from the Ifland • 
but at Twelve o’Clock they run a-ground, and 
then feeing the Scarborough about, (landing in again, 
as their Cafe was defperate, lb they were put into 
the utmoft Confuflon they quitted their Ship, and 
fet her on Fire, with 20 Negroes in her,: who 
were all burnt ; 19 of the Pyrates made their 
Efcape in a fmall Sloop, but the Captain and the 
reft, with 20 Negroes, betook to the Woods, 
where ’twas probable they might flarve, for we 
never heard what became of ’em afterwards: Cap- 
tain Hume releafed the Prifoners, with the Ship and 
Sloop tharf remained, and then went after the two 
Pyrate Sloops firfl mentioned. 
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LACK-BEARD. 


E Dward Teach was a Briftol Man born, but had 
failed fbme Time out of Jamaica in Priva- 
teers, in the late French War ; yet tho’ he 
had often diftinguiiiied himfetf for his uncommon 
Boldnefs and perfonal Courage, he was never raifed 
to any Command, till he went a-py rating, which 
I think was at the latter End of the Year 17 1 6 y 
when Captain Benjamin .Hornigold put him into a 
Sloop that he had made Prize of, and with whom 
he contiuned in Confortfliip till a little while before 
fjornigold (urrendered. 

In the Spring of the Year 1717, Teach and Hor- 
pigold failed from Providence, for the Main of America , 
and took In their Way a Billop from the ' Havana , 
with 120 Barrels of Flower, as alfo a Sloop from 
Bermuda , Thurbar Matter,' from whom they took only 
fome Gallons of Wine, and then let him go *, and 
a Ship from Madeya to South-Car olin a , out of which 
they got Plunder to a coniiderable Value. 

After cleaning on the Coaft of Virginia , they re- 
turned to the Weft-Indies, and in the Latitude of 
£4, made Prize of a large French Qvjney Man, 
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bound to Martinico, which by HornigohPs (Content* 
Teach went aboard of as Captain, and toot a Cruize 
in her ; Hornigold returned with his Sloop to Provi- 
dence, inhere, at the Arrival of Captain Rovers, the 
Governor, he fur rendered to Mercy, purfuant to 
the King’s Proclamation. 

Aboard of this Gurney Man Teach mounted 40 
Guns, and named her the Queen Ann’s Revenge *, and 
cruifing near the Ifland of St. Vincent , took a large 
Ship, called the Great Allen, Chriftopher Taylor Com- 
mander ; the Pyrates plundered her of what they 
though fit, put all the Men afhore upon the Ifland 
above mentioned, and then fet Fire to the Ship. 

A few Days after, Teach fell in with the Scar- 
borough Man of War, of 30 Guns, who engaged 
him for fome Hours ; but fhe finding the Pyrate 
well mann’d, and having tried her. ftrength, gave 
over the Engagement, and returned to Barbadoes , 
the Place of her Station ; and [Teach failed towards 
the Spanijh America . 

In his Way he met with a Pyrate Sloop of ten 
Guns, commanded by one Major Bonnet, lately a 
Gentleman of good Reputation and Eftate in the 
Ifland of Barbadoes, whom he joyned ; but in a few 
Days af ter, finding/ that Bonnet knew nothing 

of a maritime Life, with the Confent of his own 
Men, put in another Captain, one Richards, to 
Command Bonnet's Sloop, and took the Major on 
aboard his own Ship, telling him, that as he had not 
been ufed to the Fatigues and Care of fuch a Poft, it would 
be better for him to decline it, and live eafy and at h is* Plea- 
fur e, in fuch a Ship as his , where he fhould not be obliged to 
perform Duty, but follow his own Inclinations. 

At Turmff, ten Leagues fliort of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, the Pyrates took in frefh Water*, and while 
they were at an Anchor there, they faw a Sloop 
coming in, whereupon, Richards in, the Sloop called 
the Revenge , flipped his Cable, and run out to meet 
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her-, who upon feeing the -black Flag hoifted, ‘ 
^ ci came to, under the Stern of 

Teach the Commadore. She was called the Adventure, 
from Jamaica , David Harriot Maher. They took 
him and his Men aboard the great Ship, andfent 
a Number of other Hands with Iprael Hands , Ma- 
her ot Tench's Ship, to Man the Sloop for the py ra- 
tical Account. 


The 9th of April , they weighed from Turniff. j 
having lain there’ about a Week, and failed to the 
Bay, where they found a Ship and four Sloops, 
three of the latter belonged tp Jonathan Bernard, of 
Jamaica , and the other to Captain James, j the Ship 
was of Be [l on, called the Trotefiant Cafar, Captain 
Wyar Commander. Teach hoifted his Black Colours, 
and fired a Gun, upon which Captain Wyar and all 
}hs Men, left their Ship, and got afliore in their 
Boat. Teach' s Quarter-Mafter, and eight of hi$ 
Crew, took Poffeffion of Wyar’s Ship, and Richards 
lecured all the Sloops, one of which they burnt 
out’ of fpight to the Owner ; the Brotefiant fa- 
far they ■ alfo burnt, after they had plundered 
.-her, ;becaufe fhe belonged tp Bofton , where fome 
Men had been hanged for Pyracy •, and the three 
Sloops belonging to Bernard they let go. ... f « 
From hence the Rovers failed' td> Turk ill, and thert 
.to the Grand Caimanes, a final!. Ifland about thirty 
Leagues to the Weft ward of Jamaica , where they 
took a finall 1 urtler, and lb to the Havana, and 
from thence to the Bahama W recks, and from the 
Bahama ' Wrecks, they failed to Carolina, taking a 
Brigantine and two Sloops in their Way, ‘where 
they lay off the Bar of fharles-Toxvn for five pr fix 
Days; They took here a Ship as flie was coming 
out, ‘bound for "London, commanded by Robert Clark,- 
with fome Paffengers on Board for England -, the 
next Day they took another VeiTel coming out of 
Charles-fawn, and alfo two Pinks coming into Charley 

, • T ■ • fom ; 
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Town', likewile- a Brigantine with 14 Negroes a- 
fcoard •, all which being done in-' the Face of the 
Town, ftruck a great Terror to the whole Pro- 
vince of Carolina, having juft before been vilited 
by Vane, another notorious Pyrate , that they 
abandoned themfelves to Difpair, being in no 
Condition to relift their Force. They were 
eight Sail in the- Harbour, ready for the Sea, 
feut pone dared to venture out, it being almoft 
impoflible . to efcape: their Hands, -The inward 
bound Velfels were under the fame unhappy Di- 
lemma, fo that the Trade of this Place was'to- 
tally interrupted : ; What made thefe Misfortunes 
heavier to them,, wasia long expensive War the 
Colony , had had with the Natives, which was* but 

juft ended whenrthefe Robbers infefted them. 

Teach detained all the Ships and Priloners 
and, being in want of Medicines, refolves to de- 
mand a Cheft from the Government of the Pro- 
vince • accordingly Richards, the Captain of the Re- 
?*w£*jSloop, with .two or three more Py rates," were 
fent up along with Mr. Marks , one of the Priloners 
whotp they had taken in Clark's Ship, and very in- 
folently made their; Demands, threatning, that if 
they, did not fend immediately the Cheft o'f Medi- 
cines, and let The Pyrate-AmbalTadors return 

without offering : any Violence to their Perfons’ 
they would murder all their Prifoners, > fend up 
their Heads to the .Governor, and-fet the Ships 
.they, had taken 011 Fire, * - f.inatv E 

i -.Whilft Mr. Marks was making Application to the 
.Council, Richards*, and , the nreft of the Py rates 
walk’d the Streets publickly, in the Sight of all 
People, who were fired with' the utmoft Indigna- 
tion, looking upon them -as- Robbers and Mur- 
therers, and particularly the Authors of their 
Wrongs and Opprefiions,. but/durft not fo much 
^••.'‘executing their Revenge, for fear 
1 of 
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of „ bringing more > Calamities upon themfelves, 
and fo they were forced to let the Villains- pafs 
with Impunity. The Government were not long 
in deliberating upon the Meffage, tho** ’twas the 
greateft Affront that could have been put upon 
tfeem ; yet for the faving fo many Mens Lives/ 
(among them, , Mr. Samuel Wragg. } one of the 
Council^ ) they comply ? d with the Neceffity, 
and fent aboard a Cheft, valued at between 3 and 
400 /. and the Pyrates went ..back fafe to their 
Ships., , \ 

n ifilackheard, ( for 10 leach was generally called,* as 
we ifhail hereafter fhew) as.foon as he had received 
the Medicines and his Brother Rogues, let go the 
Ships and the Prifbners ; having firft taken out of 
them in Gold and Silver, about 1500/. Sterling, 
befides Provifions and other Matters. v - 

From the Bar of Charles-Torvn , they failed to North* 
Carolina ; Captain 7 each in the Ship, which they 
called the Man of War, Captain Richards and Cap- 
tain Hands in the Sloops, which they termed Pri- 
vateers, and another Sloop ferving them as a Tender. . 
Teach began now to think of breaking up the 
Company, and fecuring'the Money and the beft 
of the Effe&s for himfelf, and fome others of his 
Companions he had moft Friendfhip for, and to 
cheat the reft : Accordingly, on Pretence of run- 
ning into Toff ail Inlet to clean, he grounded his 
Ship, and then, as if it had been done undefign- 
edly, and by Accident ; he orders Hands' s Sloop , 
to come to his Affiftance, and get him off again, 
which he endeavouring to do, ran the Sloop on 
Shore near the other, : and fo were both loft. 
This done,' Teach goes into the Tender Sloop, 
with forty Hands, andr leaves the Revenge there; 
then takes feventeen others and Marroons them 
.upon -a fmali fandy Ifland, about a League from 
the where there was neither Bird, Beaft 
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©r Hierb for their Subfiftance, and where they muft 
have perifhed if Major Bonnet had not two Days 
after taken them off. ' 

. Teach goes up to the Governor of JSforth-Carolina, 
with- about twenty of his Men, fiirrender to his 
Majefty’s ' Proclamation, and receive Certificates 
thereof, from his Excellency *, but it did not ap- 
pear that their fubmitting to this Pardon was from 
any Reformation of Mariners, but only to N wait a 
more favourable Opportunity to play the fame 
Game over again $ which he fbon after effefted, 
with greater Security to himielf and with much / 
better Prolpeft of Succefs, having in this Time cul- 1 
tivated a yery good underftanding with Charles Eden, "a 
E fqv the Governor above mentioned, / _ 

The firft Piece of Service this kind Governor y( * 
did to Black-Beard, was, to give him a Right to 
the VeiTei which he had taken, when he was a 
gyrating in the great Ship called the Queen Ann's 
Revenge for which purpofe, a Court of Vice-Admi- ' 
ralty was held at Bath-Town \ and, tho’ Teach had 
never any Commifiion in his Life, • and the Sloop 
belonging' to the Englljh Merchants, and taken in 
Time of Peace •, yet was ihe condemned as a Prize 
taken from the Spaniards, by the faid Teach. Thele 
proceedings the w that Governors are but Men. 

Before he failed upon his Adventures, he mar- 
ry’d a young Creature of about fixteen Years of 
Age, the Governor -performing the Ceremony. As 
it is a Cuftom to marry here by a Prieft, lb it is: 
there by a Magiftrate ; and this, I have been in- 
formed, made Teach 0 s fourteenth Wife, whereof, 
about a dozen might be ftill living. His Beha- 
viour in this State, was fomething extraordinary 
for while his Sloop lay in Okerecock Inlet, and he 
afhoreat a Plantation, where his Wife lived, with 
whom after he had lain all hbght, it was his Cu~ 
ftqm to invite five or fix of his brutal Compand 

or$ 
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ons to come afliore, and he would force her to * 
proftitute her felf to them all, one after another, 1 
before his Face. 7 

*** ** •* r • . * 

In June 1718, lie*' went to Sea, upon another 
Expedition, and fleered his Courfe towards Bermu- 
das\ he met with two or three Englifh Veffe Is in v 
his Way ' but fobbed them only of Provifions, 
Stores and other Neceffaries, for his prelent fix-* 
pence } but near the Illand aforementioned, he fell 
in with two French Ships, one of them was loaded 
| with Sugar and Cocoa, and the other light, both 
bound to Martinico \ * the Ship that had no Lading 
he let go, and putting all the Men of the loaded 
Ship aboard her, he brought home the other with 
her Cari*o to North-Carolina , where the Governor 
and the Pyrates fhared the Plunder. ^ 

WhenjTeach and his Prize arrived, he and four 
of his Crew went to his Excellency, and made Aft 
fidavit, that they found the French Ship at Sea, 
without a Soul on Board her ^ and then a Court' 

( was called, and the Ship condemned : The Gover- 
nor had fixty Hogfoeadsmf Sugar for his Dividend, 
and; one Mr. Knight , who was his Secretary, and 
Colleftor for the Province, twenty, and the reft was 
fhared among the other Pyrates. * L rl 

The Bufinefs was mot yet done, the Ship re- 
mained, and it was poffible one or other might 
come into the River, that might be acquainted 
with her, and fo difcover the Roguery * r but Teach 
thought of a Contrivance to prevent this, for, 
upon a Pretence that fhe was leaky, and that fhe 
might fink, and fo flop up the Mouth of the Inlet 
or Cove where fhe lay, he obtained an Order 
from the Governor, to bring her! out into the 
River, and fet hereon Fire, which was accor- 
dingly executed, and fhe was burnt down to the 
Water’s. Edge, her Bottom funk, and with ’ it^ 

: r * • ■ - ‘ their 
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their Fears of her ever rifing in Judgment againft 
them. • , • . • - ® '• " # . 

Captain Teach, alia? Black-beard, palled three or 
four Months m the River, fbmetimes lying at A 
chor in the Coves, at other Times failing from one 
Inlet to another, trading with fuch Sloops as he 
met, for the Plunder he had taken, and would of. 
ten give- them Prefents for Stores and Provifions 
took from them y that is, when he happened to be ./ 
in a, giving Humour y at other Times he made bold 
with them, and took what he liked, without fay- 
ing, by your - Leave, knowing well, tiiey dared not 
fend him a Bill for the Payment. He often di- 
verted himfelf with going afhore among the Plan- 
ters, where he revelled Night and Day : By thefe 
fie was well received, but whether out of Love 
or Fear, I cannot fay ; fbmetimes he ufed them cour-^ 
teoufly enough,., an, d made them Prefents % of Rum 
and Sugar, in Recpmpence of what: he took from 
them ; but, as for Liberties- (vyhich ? tis Laid); he 
and his Companions often took with the Wives 
and Daughters of the , Planters, I cannot take 
upon me to fay, v whether he paid them ad Valorem, 
or no. At other Times he carried it in a lordly 
Manner towards them, and would lay feme of them 
under Contribution ; nay, he often proceeded to 
bully the Governor, not, that lean difeover the 
leaft Caufe of Quarrel betwixt them, but it feemed 
only to be done, to fliew he dared do it. 

The Sloops trading up and down this River, 
being fo frequently .pillaged by Black-beard, con- 
futed with the Traders, and fome of the beft of the 
Planters, what Courfe to take; they faw plainly 
it would be in vain to make any Application to 
the Governor of North-Car olina , to whom it pro- 
perly belonged to find fome Redrefs ; fo that if 
they could not be relieved from fome other Quar- 
, , ter 
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ter, Black-beard would be like to reign with Impu- 
nity, therefore, with as much Secrecy aspoffible, 
they fent a Deputation to Virginia, to lay the Affair 
before the Governor of that Colony, and to folicit 
an armed Force from the Men of War lying there* 
to take of deftroy this Pyrate. 

This Gov'ernor confulted with the Captains of 
the two. Men of War, viz,* the Pearl and Lime, 
who had kin in St. James ’ s River* about ten Months* 
It was agreed that the Governor lhould hire 
a couple of fmall Sloops, and the Men of War 
fhould Man them} this was accordingly done* 
and the Command of them given to Mr. Robert 
MaynarA , firft Lieutenant of the Pearl, an expe- 
rienced Officer, and a Gentleman of great Bravery 
and Refolution, as will appear by his gallant Be- 
haviour in this Expedition. The Sloops were well 
liiann’d and furnilhed with Ammunition and fmall 
Arms, but had no Guns mounted* 

Aboiit the Time of their going out, the Gover- 
nor called an Affembly, in which it Was refolved to 
publifh a Proclamation^ offering certain Rewards 
to any Perfon or Perfons, who, within a Year after 
that Time, Ihould take or defttoy any Pyrate : The . 
original Proclamation being in our Hands, is as 
follows. 

} . « / ft " 
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By his Majefty’s Lieutenant • Governor, and 
Commander in Chief, of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia^ \ 

A PRO CLAM AT ION, 

/ • ■ . • - - } 

Publifhing the Rewards given for apprehending, 

or killing, Pyrates. 

* t »»' 

' ■ . . * „ r , l - , - .*-‘A ■ >' .\ N , 

W Hereof) by an All of Ajfimbly,:? mode at a 
Sejfion of Affiembly y begun at the Capital in Wil- 
liamsburgh, the eleventh Day of November, in the 
fifth Tear of his Majefty's Reign , cntituled, An Aft to en- 
courage the apprehending and deftroying of Pyrates: 
It is y amongfl other Things enabled) that all and every Per - 
forty or PerjonS) who, from and after the fourteenth Day of 
November, in the Tear of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighteen , and before the fourteenth Day of 
November, which fall be in the Tear of our Lord, one 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen , fall tale any Pyrate 9 
or Pyrates , on the Sea or Land , or in Cafe of Refifiance r 
fall kill any fuch Pyrate, or Pyrates , between ] the Degrees 
of thirty four 7 and thirty nine 7 of Northern Latitude , and 
within one hundred Leagues of the Continent of Virgi- 
nia, or within the . Provinces of Virginia, or North- 
Carolina, upon the Convict ioriy or making due Proof of 
the killing of ally and every fuch Byrate) and Pyrates t 
before the Governor and Council , fall be entitled to have y 
and receive out of the publick Money , in the Hands of 
the Treafurer of this Colony , the fever al Rewards follow- 
ing y that is to fay y for Edward Teach, commonly 
calfd Captain Teach, or Black-Beard, one hundred 
Pounds y for every other Commander of a Pyrate Ship , 
Sloopy or Vt ejfel, forty Pounds 7 for every Lieutenant , Ma- 
fiery or Quarter-Mafiery Boatfwainy or Carpenter) twen- 
ty Pounds y for every other inferior Ofiicery fifteen Pounds t 
, and for every private Man taken on Board fuck Sfnpy 

SlOOp y 
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Sloop 7 or Veffef ten Pounds } and y that for every Pyrate 
which Jliall be taken by any Ship, Sloop or W ffel, belonging 
to this Colony , or North-Car.ol in a, vpithin the Time 
aforefaidy in any Place whatfoever, the like Rewards 
Jhall be paid according to the Quality and Condition 
of fuch Pyrate s. Wherefore , for . the ..Encouragement of 
all fuch Perfons as fl mil be willing to ferve his Maje fly , 
and their Country , in fo juft and honourable ah Zinde re- 
taking, as the fupprejfing a Sort of People , who may be 
truly called Enemies to Mankind : I have thought ft, 
with the - Advice and'Confent of 'his Majefty's Council, 
to iffue this Proclamation , hereby declaring, the 3 f aid. 
Rewards Jhall be punctually- and juft ly'> paid, in current 
Money of Virginia, according to the 'Directions of the 
faid ACt . And, l do order -and appoint this* ' Procla- 
mation, to be publifhed by the Sheriff's, at their refpe- 
Ctive County- Houfes, and by all Adlnifiers and Readers , 
in the fever al Churches and Chappels f throughout this 
Colony . ; v / . , - « , . 

.X X. ♦*.*>'• » • *'* iv •• « \ ■ 

" i Given at our Council-Chamber at Williams - 
'burgh, this 24th Day of. November y 17185' 

* ' ; ' ' “in the fifth Year of <his Majefty's Reign. 

. . " <•. GOD SAVE THE KING' 

V ‘ ' A. SPOTSWOOD , 

„ * ' * * : • a J * 

V * * -u i % a !#>''*'* ** < * • - 

' - 

The 17th of November y 17185 the Lieutenant 
fail'd from Kicquetan'y in fames River in -Virginia \ 
and, the 21ft in the Evening} came to the Mouth of 
Okerecockln let, where he got Sight of the Pyrate.- 
This Expedition /was made with all imaginable 
Secrecy, and the Officer manag’d" with all the Pru- 
dence that was- neceffary, > flopping all Boats and 
Velfels he met with, in the River j from going up^ 
and thereby preventing any Intelligence from reach- 
ing Black-Beardy and receiving, at the fame time an 
Account from them all, of the Place where the Pyrate 
was lurking.^ but notwithftanding this Caution, 

Black* 
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Black-beard had Information of the Defign, from 
his Excellency of the Province , and his Secretary, 
Mr. Knight , wrote him ft Letter, particularly con- 
cerning it, intimating, That he had fent him four of his 
Men, which were all he could meet with y in or about Town, 
and fo hid him be upon his Guard . Theie Men belonged 
to Black-beard^ and were , fent from Bath-Town to 
Okerccock Inlet, where the Sloop lay, which is about 
20 Leagues. - : 

Black-beard had heard feveral Reports, which hap- 
pened not' to be true, and lo gave the lefs Cre- 
dit to this, nor was he convinced till he law the 
Sloops Whereupon he put his Veffel in ft Pofture 
of Defence y he had no more than twenty five Men 
on Board, tho’ he gave out to all the VefTels he 
fpoke with, that he had 40. 'When he had pre- 
pared for Battle, he let down and fpent the Night 
in drinking with the Mafter of a trading Sloop, 
who, ’twas thought, had mote Bufinefs with Teach, 
than he fliould have had. 


Lieutenant Maynard came to an Anchor, for the 
Place being flioal, and the Channel intricate, there 
was no getting in, where Teach lay, that Night j 
but in the Morning he weighed, and fent his 
Boat a-headfof the Sloops to found y and com- 
ing within Gun-Shot of the Pyrate, received his 
Fire 4 whereupon Maynard hoi fled the King’s Co-* 
lours, and flood direftly towards him, with the 
befr Way’ that his Sails and Oars could made. Black- 
beard cut his Cable, and endeavoured to make a 
running Fight, keeping a continual Fire at his 
Enemies, with his Guns y Mr. Maynard not having 
any, kept a conftant Fire with fmall Arms, while 
feme of his Men laboured at their Oars. In a little 


Wime Teaches Sloops ran a-ground, apd Mr. May- 
nard’s drawing more Water than that of the Pyrate^ 
he coul ! d not come near him y fo he anchored within 
half Gun-Shot "of the Enemy, and, in order to 
, • • , F v lighten 
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lighten his Veffel, that he might run him aboard, 
the Lieutenant ordered all hisBallaft to be thrown 
over-board, and all the Water to be ftaved, and 
then weigh’d and flood for him • upon which Black- 
beard hail’d him in this rude Manner; Damn you 
for Villains y who are you ? And y from whence 'came you ? 
The Lieutenant made him Anfwer y You may fee by 
our Colours we are no Ty rates . Black-beard bid him 
fend his Boat on Board, that he might lee who he 
was \ but Mr. Maynard reply’d thus \ 1 cannot /pare 
my Boat y but I will come aboard of you as fo on as I can y 
with my Sloop. Upon this, B ack-beard took a Glals 
of Liquor, and drank to him with thefe Words: 
Damnation feiz^e my Soul if 1 give you Quarters , or take any 
from you. * In Anfwer to which, Mr. Maynard told 
him, That he expeSled no Quarters from him y nor Jhould 
he give him any . 

By this time Black-beard's Sloop fleeted, as Mr. 
Maynard's Sloops were rowing towards him, which 
being not above a Foot high in the Wafte, and con- 
fequently the Men all expofed, as they came near 
together, (there being hitherto little or no Exe- 
cution done, on either Side,) the Py rate fired a 
JBroadfide,, charged with all Manner of fmall Shot. 

• —A fatal Stroke to them ! The Sloop the 

Lieutenant was in, - having twenty Men killed 
and wounded, and the other Sloop nine ; This • 
could not be help’d, for there being no Wind, they 
were oblig’d to keep to their Oars, other wile 
the Pyrate would have got away from him, which, 
it fee ms, the Lieutenant was relblute to pre- 
vent. ' ’ . . 

• V * 41 . » \ 

After this unlucky Blow, Black-beard's Sloop 
fell Broadfide to the Shore •, Mr. Maynard's other 
Sloop, which was called the Ranger , fell a-ftern, 
being, for the prefent, difabied ; lo the Lieutenant 
finding his own Sloop had Way, and would foon 
be on Board of Teach , he ordered all his Men 

down. 
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down, for fear of another , Broadfide, which muft 
have been their Deftrultion, and the lofk of their 
Expedition. Mr. Maynard was the only Perfbn 
that kept the Deck, except the Man at the Helm, 
whom he directed to lye down fnug, and the Men 
in the Hold were ordered to get their Piftols and 
their Swords ready for dole fighting, and to 
come tip at his Command • in order^ to which, 
two Ladders were placed in the Hatch- Way. 
for the more Expeditions When the Lieutenant's 
Sloop boarded the other. Captain Teaches Men 
threw in feveral new fafhidned fort of Grenadoes, 
viz* Cafe Bottles fill'd with Powder, and fmall 
Shot, Slugs, and Pieces of Lead or Iron, with a 
quick Match in the Mouth of it, which being 
lighted without Side, prefently runs into the Bot- 
tle to the Powder, and as it is inftantly thrown 
on Board, generally does great Execution, befides 
putting all the Crew into a" Confufion ; but by 
good Providence, they had not that EfFe& here ; 
the Men being in the Hold, and Black-beard feeing 
few or no Hands aboard, told his Men, That they 
were all knock’d on the Head , except three or four \ and 
therefore , fays he, let's jump on Board, and cut them to 
Pieces. - v ' 

Whereupon, under the Smoak - of one of the 
Bottles juft mentioned. Black-beard enters with 
fourteen Men, over the Bows of Maynard's Sloop, 
and were not feen by him till the Air cleared; 
however, he juft then gave a Signal to his Men, 
who all role in an Inftant, and attack’d the Py rates 
with as much Bravery as ever was done upon fuch 
an Occafion : Black-beard and the Lieutenant fired 
the firft Piftol at each other, by which the Pyrate 
received a Wound, and then engaged with Swords, 
till the Lieutenant’s unluckily broke, and ftepping 
back to cock a Piftol, Black-beard , with his Cut- 
Ufh, was ftriking at that Inftant, that one of May- 
, 1 F 2 nark's 
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ward's Men gave him a terrible Wound in the Neele 
and Throat, by which the Lieutenant came , off 
with a fmall Cut over his Fingers. , • 4,~, 

They were now clofely and warmly engaged, 
the Lieutenant and twelve Men, againft Black- 
beard and fourteen, till the Sea was tinctur’d with 
Blood round the Veilel • Black-beard received a Shot 
into his Body from the Piftol that Lieutenant May- 
nard difeharg’d, yet he flood his Ground, and fought 
with great Fury, till he received five and twenty 
Wounds, and five of them by Shot. At length, >] 
as he was cocking another Piftol, having fired fe- 
veral before, he fell down dead*, by which Time 
eight more out of the fourteen dropp’d, and all the 
reft, much wounded, jump’d over-board, and call’d 
out for Quarters, which was granted, tho’ it was 
only prolonging their Lives Tor a few Days. The 
Sloop Rawer came up, and attacked the Men that 
remain’d in Black-beard's Sloop, with equal Bra- 
very, till they likewife cry’d for Quarters. . h, ,3 

Here was an End of that couragious Brute, who 
might have pafs’d in the World for a Heroe, had 
he been employ’d in a good Caufe *, his Deftruftion, 
which was of fuch Confequcnce to the Plantations^ 
was entirely owing to the Conduct and Bravery 
of Lieutenant Maynard and his Men, who- might 
have deftroy’d him with much lefs Lofs, had they 
had a VeiTel with great jfiuns y ~ ‘but they were 
obliged to-ule fitiall- Veffels, becaufe the Holes* 
and Places he lurk’d in, would not admit of others 
of greater Draught *, audit was no ffnall Difficulty 
for this Gentleman to get to him, having groun- 
ded his Veffel, at leaft, a hundred times, in get- 
ting up the River, beftdes other Difcouragements, 
enough to have turn’d back any Gentleman with- 
out Diftionour, who was left refolute and bold than- 
this Lieutenant. The Broadfide that did fo,much 

* * - * ^ ,* 01 ^ f t 4 V. A- 

Mifchief before they boarded, in all Prpbahiliy fa- 
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Ved the reft From Deftru&ion*, for before that 
Teach- 1 had little or no' Hopes of efcaping, and 
therefore had pofted a refolute Fellow, a Negroe, 
whom he had bred up, with a lighted Match, in 
the Powder-Room, with Commands to blow up, 
when he fhould give him Orders, which was as foon 
as the Lientenant and his Men could have en- 
tered, that fb he might have deftroy’d his Conque- 
rors : and when the Negro found how it went 
with - Black-beard, he could hardly be per Evaded 
from the raft Attion, by two Prifoners that were 
then in the Hold of the Sloop. 

What feems a little odd, is, that fome of thefe 
Men, who behaved fo bravely againft Black-beard , 
went afterwards a pyrating themfelves, and one 
of them was taken along with Roberts ^ but I 
do not find that any of them were provided for, 
except one that was hanged y but this is., a Di- 
greffion.^ • . 

The Lieutenant caufed Black-beard '' s Head to be 
fevered from his Body, and hung up at the Bolt- 
fprit End, then he failed to Bath-Toxvn y to get Relief 
for his wounded Men. 

It mu ft" be obferved, that in rummaging the Py- 
rate’s Sloop, they found feveral Letters and writ- 
ten Papers, which difcovered the Correfpondence 
betwixt G overnor Eden') the Secretary and Col- 
lector, and alfo fome Traders at New-Tork) and 
Black-beard: It is likely he had Regard enough 
for his Friends, to have deftroyed thefe Papers 
before the Aftion, in order to hinder them from 
falling into fuch Hands, where the Difcovery would 
be of no Ufe, either to the Intereft or Reputation 
of thefe fine Gentlemen, if it had not been his 
fixed Refolution to have blown up together, when 
he found no poffibility of efcaping. 

When the Lieutenant came to Bath-Town , he made 
bold to feize in the Governor’s Store-Houfe, the 

F 3 fixty: 
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jixtv Hogfheads of Sugar, arid from honeft Mr. 
Knight , twenty \ which it feems was their Dividend 
of the Plunder taken in the French Ship ^ the latter 
did not long furvive this ihameful Difcovery, for 
being apprehenfive that he might be called to an 
Account for thefe. Trifles, fell fick with the Fright, 
and died in a few Days. 

After the wounded /Men were pretty well reco- 
ver’d, the Lieutenant failed back to the Men of 
War in James River , in Virginia , with Black-beard's 
Head ftill hanging at the Bolt-fprit End, and five^ 
teen Prifoners, thirteen of whom were hanged. 
It appearing upon Tryal, that one of them, viz.* 
Samuel Odell , was taken out of the trading Sloop, 
but the Night before the Engagement. This poor 
Fellow was a little unlucky at his firffc entering up- 
on his new Trade, there appearing no defs than 70 
Wounds upon him after the Aftion, notwithftand- 
ing which, he lived, and was cured of them all. The 
other Perfon that efcaped the Gallows, was one 
Jfrael Hands , the Mafier of Black-beard's Sloop, and 
formerly Captain of the fame, before the Queen 
j4nn's Revenge was loft in 7 of fail Inlet. 

The afore faid Hands happened not to be in the 
Fight, but was taken afterwards afliore at Bath- 
Towr? y having been fometiine before difabled by 
Black-beard , in one of his favage Humours, after 
the following Manner.-— One Night drinking in 
his Cabin with Hands , the Pilot, and another Man \ 
Blackboard without any Provocation privately draws 
out a fmail Pair of piftols, and cocks them under 
the Table, which being perceived by the Man, he 
withdrew and went upon Deck, leaving Hands , 
the Pilot, and the Captain together. When the 
Piftols were ready, he blew out the Candle, and 
crofting his Hands, difcharged them at his Com- 
pany } Hands , the Mafter, was fliot thro 1 the Knee, 
and lam’d for Life 7 the other Piftol did no Execu- 

; tion 
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tion. * Being* asked the meaning of this, he 

only anfwered, by damning them, that if he did not 
now and then kill one of them , they would forget who 
he was . - • < 1 ' ’ . 

Hands being taken, was try’d and condemned, 
but juft as he was about to be executed, a Ship 
arrives at Virginia with a Proclamation for pro- 
longing the Time of his Majefty’s Pardon, to 
fiich of the Pyratesas fliould furrender by a limi- 
ted Time therein expreffed : Notwithftanding the' 
Sentence, Hands pleaded the Pardon, and was al- 
lowed the Benefit of it, and is alive at this Time in 
London , begging his Bread. 

Now that we have given fome Account of Teaches 
Life and Aftions, it will not be amifs, that we 
fpeakof his Beard, fince it did not a little contri^ 
bute 1 towards making his Name fo terrible in thofe 
Parts. 1 > , * 

' Plutarch, and other grave Hiftorians have taken 
Notice, that leveral great Men amongft the Ro- 
mans, took their Sir-Names from certain odd Marks 
in their Countenances , as Cicero , from a Mark or 
Vetch on his Nofe*, fo our Her oe. Captain Teach , 
affirmed the Cognomen of Black-beard , from that 
large Quantity of Hair, which, like a frightful Me- 
teor, covered his whole Face, and frightened Ame- 
rica more than any Comet that has appeared there f 
a long Time. 

This Beard was black, which he fiiffered to grow 
of an extravagant Length *, as to Breadth, it came 
up to his Eyes*, he was accuftomed to twift it with 
Ribbons, in (mall Tails, after the Manner of our 
Ramilies Wiggs, and turn them about his Ears : In 
Time of A&ion, he wore a Sling over his Shoul- 
ders, with three brace of Piftols, hanging in Hoi- \\ 
fters like Bandaliers ^ and ftuck lighted Matches 
under his Hat, 'which appearing on each Side of 
his Face, his Eyes^ naturally looking fierce and 

F4! wild. 
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wild, made him altogether fueh a Figure, that 
Imagination cannot form an Idea of a Fury, from 
Hell, to look more frightful, . . V. ;>*•; - * 

If he had the look of a Fury, his Humours and 
Pailions were fuitable to it } we fhall relate two 
or three more of his Extravagancies, which we 
omitted in the Body of his Hiftory, by which it 
will appear, to what a Pitch of Wickednefs, hu- 
man Nature may arrive, if it’s Palftons are not 
checked. ; * • * W r ^ 

, lathe Commonwealth of Py rates, he who goes 
the greateft Length of Wickednefs, is looked upon 
with a kind of Envy among ft- them, as a Perfon of 
a more extraordinary Gallantry, and is! thereby 
entitled to be diftinguiflied by fome Poft, and if 
fuch a one has but Courage, he muft certainly be 
a great M*jn. The Hero of whom we are writing, 
was thoroughly accomplifhed this Way, and fome 
of his Frolicks of Wickednefs, were fo extrava- 
gant, as if he aimed at making hi_s Men believe he 
was a Devil incarnate ; for being one Day at Sea, 
and a little fluftied with drink : — ~ Come, fays he, 
let m make a Hell pf our own , and try how long we can 
bear it, accordingly he, with two or three others, 
went down into the Hold, and doling up all the 
Hatches, filled feveral Pots full of Brimftone, and 
other combuftible Matter, and fetit on Fire, and 
fo continued till they were almoft fuffocated, when 
fome of the Men cried out for Air ; at length he 
opened the Hatches, not a little pleafed that he 
held out the longeft. : 

The Night before he was killed, he let up and 
drank till the Morning, with fome of his own 
Men, and the Mafter of a Merchant-Man, and ha- 
ving had Intelligence of the two Sloops coming to 
attack him, as has been before obferved } one o i 
his Men asked him, in Cafe any thing jhould hap- 
pen to him in the Engagement with the Sloops, 

whether ~ 
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whether his Wife knew where he had buried his 
Money? Heanlwered, That no Body but hlmfelf and 
the Devil, knew whereit was, and the longeft Liver fhould 
take alL * * *' ' • ' ’ *' r , - r ; ,v " 

Thole of his Crew who were taken alive/** told 
a Story which may appear\a little incredible,; 
however, we think it will not be fair to omit it, 
iince we had it from their own Mouths.- That 
once upon a Cruize, they found out that they had 
a Man on Board more than their Crew 1 fuch a one 
was feen feveral Days amongft them, lometimes 
below, and fbmetimes upon Deck, yet no Man -in 
the Ship could give an Account who he was, or 
•from whence he came ; but that he diiappeared a 
little before- they were caft away in their great 
Ship, but, it feems, they verily believed it was 
the Devil. S' **•>' ' - - ■ ’ 1 ■, * c f 

One would think thele Things fliould induce 
them to reform their Lives, but fo many Repro- 
bates together, encouraged and fpirited one ano- 
ther up in their Wickednefs, to which a conti- 
nual Courfe of drinking did not a little contribute; 
for in Black-beard 7 * Journal, which was taken, there 
were feveral Memorandums of the following 
Nature, found writ with his own Hand. — — — 
Such a Day, Rum all cut : - — Our Company fomewhat 
fober : A damn'd Confufion among ft us l ■— — - Rogues 
a plotting ; *— — ^ great Talk of Separation. 


far p for a Friz^e * 


So I looVd 
fuch a Day took one, with a great 


deal of Liquor on Boards fo kept the Company hot, damned 
hot, then all Things went well again . 

Thus it was thefe Wretches paired their Lives, 
with very little Pleafure or Satisfa&ion, in the 
Poffeliion of what they violently take away from 
others, and fure to pay for it at laft, by an ignomi~ 
nious Death* : t ■’ *■ a 


j 
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The Names of the Pyrates killed in the Engage- 
ment, are as follow* 

Edward Teach , Commander* 

' Phillip Morton y Gunner* 

G arrat G Mens. Boatfvv ain. 

Owen Roberts , Carpenter. ' 

Thomas Miller y Quarter-Maftet* 

John Husky 
Jofeph Curtice y 

Jofeph Brooks y { i) ' . | j*. * :i % 9 

Hath. Jackfon . 


„ , . •% " « tf ’ . > .1 A - ' * 

All the reft, except the two laft, were wounded and 
afterwards hanged in Virginia* 


John CarneSy 
Jofeph Brooks y (l) 
James Blake y 
John Gillsy j 

Thomas Gates y 
James White y 
Richard Stiles y 
Cajar , 




Jofeph PhihpSy 
James RobbinSy 
John Martin y 
Edward Salter y 
Stef hen Daniely 
Richard GreenfaiL 
Ifrael Handsy pardoned. 
Samuel Odely acquited. 


* 

There were in the Pyrate Sloops, and alhore in a 
Tent, near where the Sloops lay, 25 Hogfheads of 
Sugar, 11 Teirces, and 145 Bags of Cocoa, a Bar- 
rel of Indigo, and a Bale of Cotton *,, which, with- 
what was taken from the Governor and Secretary, 
and the Sale of the Sloop, came to 2500 1 . belides 
the Rewards paid by the Governor of Vi rginia y pur- 
Xuant to his Proclamation *, all which was divided 
among the Companies of the two Ships, Lime and 
Pearly t hat lay in James River*, the brave Fellows 
that took them coming in for no more than their 
Dividend amongft the reft, and was paid it within 
thefe three Months. 
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Major Stede Bonnet, 

And his Cr e w. 


T HE Major was a Gentleman of good Re- 
putation in the Ifland of Barbadoesy was 
Mafter of a plentiful Fortune, and had 
the Advantage of a liberal Education. He had the 
leaft Temptation of any Man to follow flich aCourfe 
of Life, from the Condition of his Circumftances. 
It was very furprizing to every one, to hear of 
the Major’s Enterprize, in the Ifland were he 
jiv’d \ and as he was generally efteem’d and honour- 
ed, before he broke out into open Afts of Pyracy, 
fo he was afterwards rather pitty’d than condem- 
ned, by thofe that were acquainted with him, 
believing that this Humour of going a py rating, 
proceeded from a vDiforder in his Mind, which 
had been but too vifiblein him, fome Time before 
this wicked Undertaking \ and which is laid to 
have been occafioned by fome Difcomforts he 
found in a married State*, be that as it will, the 
Major was but ill qualify ’d for the Bufinefs, as 
not underftanding maritime Affairs. 

However, he fitted out a Sloop with ten Guns 
and 70 Men, entirely at his own Expence, and in 
the Night-Time failed from Barbadoes. He called 
his Sloop the Revenge \ his fir ft Cruize was off the 
Cajes of Virg inla 7 where he took feveral Ships, 
and plundered them of their. Provifions, Cloaths, 

Money, 
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Money , Ammunition, &c. in particular the Anne, 
Captain Montgomery , from Glafcpw y the Turbet ftoftx 
Barbadoes , which for Country fake, after they had 
taken out the principal Part of the Lading, the 
Pyrate Crew fet heron Fire the Endeavour , Cap- 
tain Scot, from Bn (roly and the Young from Leith . 
From hence they went to New-York , and off. the 
Eaft End o i Long-1 ftand) took a Sloop bound for the 
Weft -Indie's , after which they flood in and landed 
lome Men at Gardner's Ifland , but in a peaceable 
Manner, and /bought Provifions for the Company’s 
Ufe* which they paid for, and fb went off again 
without Moleftation. ' & 1 

Some Time after, which was in Auguft 1717, Bon- 
net came off the Bar of South-Carolinaj and took a 
Sloop and a Brigantine botind in *, the Sloop belong- 
ed to Barbadoes , Joftefh Palmer Matter, laden with 
Rum, Sugar and Negroes ^ and the Brigantine came 
from Nem- England, Thomas Porter Matter, whom they 
plundered, and thendifmifs’d y but they failed away 
With the Sloop, and at an Inlet iii North-Car olina 
•careened by her, and then fet her on Fire. 

After the Sloop had cleaned, they put to Sea, 
but came to no Refblution what Courfe to take : * 
the Crew were divided in their Opinions, fome be- 
ing for one Thing, and fome another, fo that nothing 
but Confufion feem’d to attend all their Schemes. 4 
The Major was no Sailor as was faid before, and 
therefore had been obliged to yield to many Things 
that were impofed on him, during their Underta- 
king, fdr want of a competent Knowledge in mari- 
time Affairs *, at length happening to fall in Com- 
pany with another Pyrate, one Edward Teach) (who 
for his remarkable black ugly Beard, was more com- 
monly called Black-Beard : ) This Fellow was a good 
Sailor, but a moft cruel hardened Villain, bold and 
daring to the laft Degree, and would not flick at the 
perpetrating the moil abominable Wickednefs ima-, 

ginable 
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finable-, for which he was made Chief of that exe- 
crable, Gang, that it might be laid that his Poft was 
not unduly filled, Black-beard being truly the Su- 
periordn Roguery,' of all the Company, as has been 
already related. , \ # v . * 

To him Bonnet's Crew joined in? Confortlhip, and 
Bonnet him lei f was * laid afide, notwithftanding the 
Sloop was his own he went aboard Black-beard ’s 
Ship, not concerning himfelf with any of their Af- 
fairs, where he continued till Ihe was loft in Top fall 
Inlet, and one Richards was appointed Captain in his 
Room. c The Major now faw his Folly, but could; 
not help himlelf, which made him Melancholy he 
reflected upon his paft Courfe of Life, and was con- 
founded with Shame, when he thought upon what 
he had done : His Behaviour was taken Notice of 

* * my* 

by the other Py rates, who liked him never the bet- 
ter for it \ and he often declared to fome of them, 
that he would gladly leave off that Way of Living, 
being fully tired of it \ but he fhould be afhamed tod 
fee the Face of any Ehglijh Man again ; therefore if 
he could get to Spain or Portugal, where he might be 
undifcovered, he would fpend the Remainder of his. 
Days in either of thofe Countries, other wile he 
muft continue with them as long as he lived. 

When Black-beard loft his Ship at Topfail Inlet,’, 
and liirrendered to the King’s Proclamation, Bon* 
net reaffirmed the Command of his own Sloop, 
Revenge, goes directly away to Bath-Town in North - 
Carolina, fur renders likewile to the. King’s Far-' 
don,- and, receives a Certificate., The War was now v > 
broke out between the Tripple Allies and Spain *, fb? 
Major Bonnet gets a Cleareace for his Sloop at North -i 
Carolina, to go to thej^fland of Spw; Thomas, with a De- 
fign (at leaft it was pretended fo) to get the Empe- 
ror’s Commiilion, to go a Privateering upon the Spa- 
niards. W hen Bonnet came back to Topfail Inlet, he 
found that Teach and his Gang, were, gone, and that 
* ::: they 
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had taken all the ; Money, fmall Arms and Effefts 
of ’Value out , of the great Ship, and let afhore 
on a (mail Tandy Ifland above a League from the 
Main, feventeen Men, no doubt with a Defign 
they fliould perifh, there being no Inhabitant, or 
Provifions to fublift withal, nor any Boat or Mate- 
rials to build or make any kind of Launch or 
Veffel, to efcape from that defolate Place: They 
remained there two Nights and one Day, without 
Subfiftance, or the leaft Profpefl: of any, expe&ing 
nothing elte but a lingering Death *, when to their 
jnexpreffable Comfort, they fa w Redemption at 
Hand ^ for Major Bonnet happening to get Intelli< 
genceof their being there, by two of the Pyrates 
who had efcaped Teaches Cruelty, and had got to 
a poor little Village at the upper End of the Har- 
bour, fent his Boat to make Difcovery of the 
Truth of the Matter, which the poor Wretches 
teeing, made a fignal to them, and they were all 
brought on Board Bonnet's Sloop. 

Major Bonnet told all his Company, that he - 
would take a Commiflion to go againft the Spani- 
ards. , and to that End, was going to St. Thomas's 
therefore if they would go with him, they fhould 
be welcome •, whereupon they all conlented, but 
as the Sloop was preparing to fail, a Bom-Boat, 
that brought Apples and Sider to tell to the Sloop’s 
Men, informed them, that Captain Teach lay at Oc~ ' 
ricocjk' Inlet, with only 1 8 or 20 Hands. Bonnet , 
who bore him a mortal Hatred for fbme Infults 
offered him, went immediately in purfuit of Black- 
beard, but it happened too late, for he miffed of 
him there, and after four Days Cruize, hearing no 
farther News of him, they fleered their Courfe to- 
wards Virginia . 

In the Month of July, thefe Adventurers came 
off the Capes, and meeting with a Pink witha Stock 
of Provifions on Board, which they happened to 

be 


* N 


Of Major Stet>£ Bonnet. ^95 

be in Want of, they took out of her ten or twelve 
Barrels of Pork, and about 400 Weight of Bread,; 
but becaule they would not have this let down 
to the Account of Py racy, they gave them eight 
or ten Casks of Rice, and an old Cable, in lieu 
thereof. ■>. « . 

Two Days afterwards they chafed a* Sloop of 
lixty Ton, and took her two Leagues off of Cape 
Henry •, they were fo happy here as to get a Supply 
of Liquor to their Vi&uals, for they brought from 
her two Hogfheads of Rum, and as many of Mo- 
lofles, which, it feems, they had need of^ tho’ they 
had not ready Money to purchale them : What Se- 
curity they intended to give, I can’t tell, but Bonnet 
lent eight Men to take Care of the Prize Sloop, 
who, perhaps, not caring to make Ule of thole 
accuftom’d Freedoms, took the firft Opportunity 
to go off with her, and Bonnet (who was plealed 
to have himfelf called Captain Thomas,) law them 
no mpre. ^ ‘ ■ ' . 

After this, the Major threw off all Reftraint, 
and though he had juft before received his Ma- 
jefty’s Mercy, in the Name of Stede Bonnet, .he re- 
Japs T cLin good Earneft into his old Vocation, by 
the Name of -Captain Thomas , and recommenced 
a down-right Pyrate, by taking and plundering 
all the VefTel's he met with ; He took off Cape 
Henry , two Ships from Virginia, bound to Glafcow, 
out, of which they had very ^ little befides an hun- 
dred Weight of Tobacco. The next Day 5 they 
took a fmall Sloop bound from Virginia to Bermu- 
das, which fupply’d them with twenty Barrels of 
Pork, fome Bacon, and they gave her in return, two 
Barrels of Rice, and aHogfhead of Mololfus ; out 
of this Sloop two Men enter’d ^voluntarily. The 
next they took was another Virginia Man, bound to 
Glafcow , out of which they had nothing of Value, 
lave only a few Combs, Pins and Needles, and 

' ' ' gave 
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gave her inftead thereof, a Barrel of Bork, and two 
Barrels of Bread. :* 1 . -/ 

s From Virginia they failed to Philadelphia , and 
in the Latitude of 38 North, they took a Scooner, 
coming from North-Carolina , bound to Bofton , they 
had out of her only two Dozen of Calf-Skins, to 
make Covers for -Guns, and two of their Hands, 
and detained her feme Days. All this was but fmall 
Game, and feem’d as if they defign’d only to make 
Provision for their Sloop againft they arrived at 
St. Thomas's for they hitherto had: dealt favou- 
rably with all that were fb unhappy as fo fall 
into their Hands ; but thofe that came after, fired 
not fo well, for in the Latitude of 32, off of De- 
laware River, near Philadelphia , they took two Snows 
bound to Briftol, out of whom they got fbme Mo- 
ney, befides Goods, 5 perhaps to the Value of 150 
Pounds; at the fame Time they took a Sloop of 
fixty Tons bound from Philadelphia to Barbadoes , 
which after taking fome Goods out, they difmiited 
along with the Snows. ■ - - ' : 

The 29th Day of July, Captain Thomas took< a s 
Sloop of 50 Tons, fix or feven Leagues off Dela- 
ware Bay, bound from Philadelphia to Barbadoes ; Tho- 
mas Read Matter/ loaden with Provifions, which 
they kept, and put four or five of their Hands on 
Board her. The laft Day of July, they took ano- 
ther Sloop of 60 Tons, commanded by Peter Man- 
waring, bound from Ant ego a to Philadelphia, which 
they likewife kept with all the Cargo, confifting 
chiefly of Rum/Moloffes, Sugar, Cotton, Indigo; 
and about 25 Pound in Money, valued in all to 506 
Pound. - \ r 

/ 

The laft Day of July, our Rovers with the Veffels 
laft taken, left Delaware Bay, and Tailed to Cape 
Fear River, where they ftaid too long for their 
Safety, for the Pyrate Sloop which they now new 
named the Royal James , proved very leaky, fo that 
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they were obliged to remain here alirioft two 
Months* to refit and repair , their V.eifel : They 
took in this River a fitiall Sha^iop^ which they rip- 
ped up to mend the Sloop, and retarded,' the fur- 
ther Profecution of their Voyage, as before menti- 
oned, till the News came to f Carolina , of a Pyrate 
Sloop’s being there to carreen with her Pri&eS. ; 

Upon this Information, the Council of South-Card * 
Una * was alarmed, and apprehended they Ihould 
receive another Vilit from them fpeedily • to pre- 
vent Which, Colonel William ftki, of the fame Pro- 
vince, waited on the Governor^ and generoufly o& 
fered himfelf to go with two f Sloops td attack this 
Pyrate. ‘j which the Governor readily accepted* and 
accordingly ‘ gave the Colonel a Commiilion and 
> full Power, to fit fuch Veffels as he thought pro^ 
per for the Pefign. . r f* , r< • -7 7 ' v \ 

In a few. Days two Sloops were equipped and 
manned! .The Henry with 8 Guns'and 70 Men! comi 
manded by {Captain ; John -Jbiaflers,. and the Sed 
Nymph, 'with. % Guns and 66 .M&h t commanded -‘by 
Captain Fayrer Hall, both tinder the entire Direfti- 
on and .Command Of , the aforelaid, Colonei Met, 
who, on the. 14th of September , went On Board the 
Henry,, and, , with the, 'other ? ?Sidd^ Med. fro* 

...fpljes murder, for the .Cruize. .Juft; then arri- 

ye . a i a '*®r . PM Jmgod , . one {'&£ Matter* 
.with an Account^ that:in.,Sight qf .the. Bar he was*’ 

taken and plundered by one Charles Fane+X Pyrate* 

li .GpnC^d ;9&;,|i^n V .and 
who had/^fd mken two,other;.Veifels;bound : in 

there, one a.fmall Sloop, Captain Di// Mafter, frora 
Barbado^, the other a Brigaiitinp, 'Captam .thomp^ 
fon Matter, from Gurney, with ninety,- odd Negroes, 

* t^' C j t ^’. ti)0 ^ ° ut , 0 f Abe,'yefTel, and put on 
Board another Sloop then v under the Comfoand of 

. ope . bisXonfbf t, with' 25: Men;' ' This prov’d 

(j ' . for* 
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fortunate to the Owners of the Guiney Man, for 
Tea's having often attempted to quit this Courfe 
of Life, took an Opportunity in the Night, to 
leave. Vane and to run into North-Edifto River, to 
the Southward of Charles -Town, arid furrendered to 
his Majefty’s Pardon. The Owners got their Ne- 
groes., and Teats and his Men had Certificates given 
them from the Government. . N 

» \ ? X f =* X * 

Vanec railed fome Time off the Bar, in hopes to 
catch Teats, and unfortunately for them, took two 
Ships coming out, bound to London, and while the 
Prisoners were aboard, fbme of the Pyrates gave 
out, that they defigned to go into one of the 
Rivers to the Southward. Coloiiel Rhet~ upon 
hearing this, failed over the Bar the 15th ot Sep- 
tember, with the two Sloops before mentioned ; and 
having the Wind Northerly, went after the Pyrate 
Vane, and fcoured the Rivers and Inlets to the 
Southward •, but not meeting with' him, tacked 
and flood for .Cape Tear River, in Profecution of 
his firft Defign. r ; On the itfth following* in the 
Evening, the Colonel with his final l Squadron, 
entered the River, and law, over a Point of Land, 
three Sloops at an Anchor, which were Major Bonnet 
and his Prizes \ but it happened that ip going up 
the River, the Pilot run the Colonel’s Sloops aground, 
and it was dark before they were on Float, which 
hindered their getting up that Night. The Pyrates 
loon difcovered the Sloops, but not knowing who 
they were, or upon what Defigri they came into 
that River, they manned three Canoes, and lent 
them down to take them, but they quickly found 
> their Miftake, and returned to the Sloop, with the 
unwelcome News. * Major Bonnet made Preparations 
that Night for engaging, and took all the Men out 
of the Prizes. He fhewed Captain Manwaring, one 
of his Prifoners, a Letter, he had juft wrote, 
which he declared he would lend to the Governor 

of 
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of Carolina $ the Letter was to this Effe’ft,. viz;* That '\ 
if the Sloop s y which then appeared, were gent out again ft 
him, by the f aid Govennr , and he fhould get clear off. \ 
that he would burn and deftroy all Ships or Tcjfels going, , 
in or coming out of South-Carolina, The next Morn-' 
ing they got under Sail, and came down the River, 
designing only a running Fight. ^ Colonel:, Phef s 
Sloops got' likewife-under Sail, and flood for^him, 
getting upon each Quarter of the Py rate, with In- 
tent to board him which- he perceiving, v 'edged in 
towards the Shore, and being warmly engaged, 
their Sloop ran a-g round : The Carolina Sloops 
being in the lame fhoal Water, were Tin the lame 
Circumftances ; the Henry , in which Colonel Rhet 
was, grounded within Piftol Ihot of the Pyrate, and 
on his Bow ^ the other Sloop grounded right a-head 
of him, and almoft out of Gun-Shot, which made > 
her 1 of little Service to the Colonel, while they 
lay a-ground. v " f t : r- ; * 

At this Time the Pyrate had a confiderable Ad- 
vantage ; for their Sloop, after ftie was a-ground, 
lifted from Colonel Rhet% by which Means they 
were all covered, and the Colonel’s Sloop lifting 
the fame Way, his Men were much expofed ^ not- 
withftandtng which, they kept avbrisk iFire the 
whole Time they lay ‘thus a-ground, .which was 
near five Hours. The Pyrates made a Wiff in their 
bloody Flag, and beckoned feveral Times with their 
Hats in Derifion to the- ColonePs Men, to come 
on Board, which they anfwered with chearful Huz- 
za’s, and laid, that they would [peak with them by and 
by \ which accordingly happened, for the ColonePs 
Sloop being firft a float, he got into deeper Wa- - 
ter, and after mending the Sloop’s Rigging, which 
was much fhattered in the Engagement, they 
flood for the Pyrate, to give the finilhing Stroke, 
and defigned to go direftly on Board him ^ which 
he prevented, by fending a Flag of Truce,, and 

G 2 ' after 
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after lome Time capitulating, they furrendered 
fhemfelves Prifcners. The Colonel took Poffeffion 
of the Sloop, and was extreamly pleafed to find 
that Captain Thomas , who commanded her, was the 
individual Perlon of Major Stede Bonnet , who had 

done them the Honour feveral Times to vifit their 

, ,, 

own Coaft of Carolina. - , ?. , • 

r .There were killed in this A£tton, on Board the 
Henry , ten Men, and fourteen wounded •, on Board 
the Sea Nymph, two killed and [four wounded. The 
Officers and Sailors in both Sloops behaved them- 
lelves with the greateft Bravery *, and had not 
the Sloops fo unluckily * run a-ground, they had 
taken the Pyrate with much lefs lofs ol Men - 7 but 
as he deligned to get by them, and fo make a run- 
ning Fight, . the Carolina Sloops were obliged to 
keep near him, to prevent his getting away. Of 
the Py rates there were feven killed and five wound- 
ed, two of which died f)on after of their Wounds. 
Colonel Rhet weigh’d the 30th of September , from 
Cape Fear River, and arrived at Charles-Town the 3d 
of Olloberfto the great Joy of the whole Province 
of Carolina. ■: ' - * j . * , - , 

Bonnet and his Crew, two Days after, were put 
aftiore, and there not being a publick Prifon, the 
Py rates were kept .at the Watch-Houle, under 
a Guard of Militia } but Major Bonnet was com- 
mitted into the Cuftody of the Marflial, at his 
Houle 7 and in a few Days after, David Hariot the 
Matter, and Ignatius Tell the Boatfwain, who, were 
defigned for Evidences againft the other Py rates, 
were removed from the reft of the Crew, to the 
laid MarlhaPs Houle, and every Night two Cen-* 
tinals fet about the faid Houle » but whether thro ? 
any Corruption, or want of Care Sin guarding the 
Prifoners, 1 can’t lay \ but on the 24th of OBober , 
the Major and Hariot made their Efcape, the Boat- 
fwain refufing to go along with them. This made 
' ; a great 

• . • 
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a great Noife in the Province, and People were % 
open in their Relentments, often refle&ing on the 
Governor, and others in the Magiftracy, as tho’ 
they had. been brib’d, for conniving at their 
Efcape. Thele Inve&ives arofe from their Fears, 
that Bonnet would be capable of railing another 
Company, and profecute his Revenge againft this 
Country, for what he had lately, tho’ jufily, luf> 
fered : But they were in a lhort Time made eafy 
in thole Relpe&s • for as Coon as the Governor 
had the Account of Bonnet's Efcape, he immedi- 
ately ilfued out a Proclamation, and promiled a 
Reward of 700 Pounds to any that would take himj 
and lent feveral Boats with armed Men, both to 
the Northward and Southward, in purfuit of him. 

Bonnet Hood to the Northward, in a Imall Veflel, 
but wanting Neceflaries, -and the Weather being 
bad, he was forced back/ and lo return’d with his 
Canoe, to SwlUlvants Illand, near Charles-Town , to 
fetch Supplies * 7 but there being fome- Information 
lent to;the Governor, he lent for Colonel Rhetj 
and defired him to go in purfuit of Bonnet • and 
accordingly gave him a Commiflion for that Pur- 
pole : Wherefore the Colonel, with ^proper Craft, 
and lome Men, went^'away that Night for Swllll- 
vant's Illand, and, after a very diligent Seach, difc 
covered Bonnet and Harlot together ; the Colonel’s 
Men fired upon them, ‘ and killed Harlot upon the 
Spot, and wounded one Negro and an Indian . Bon- 
net fubmitted, and furrender’d himfelf */^and the 
next Morning, being November the dth, was brought 
by Colonel Rhet to Charles-Town , and, by the Gover- 
nor’s Warrant, was committed into fafe Cuftody, 
in order for his being brought to his Tryal. ' 

, On the 28th of Oblober^ 1718, a Court of Vice- 
Admiralty was held at Charles-Townpin South-Caro- 
llna> and, by leveral Adjournments, continued to 
W ednefday, the 12th of November following, for 

G 3 the 
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tjie Tryal of the Py rates taken in a Sloop former- 
ly called the Revenge , but afterwards the Royal James r 
fcefore Nicholas Trot , Efq*, Judge of the Vice-Admi- 
ralty, and Chief Juftice of the faid Province of South - 
Carolina, and other A ffiftant Judges. 

The King’s Commiflion to Judge Trot was read, 
and a Grand Jury fworn, for the finding of the Se- 
veral Bills, and a learned Charge given them by 
the faid Judge, wherein he ift ihewed, That the Sea 
was given by God , for the Vfe of Men, and is Subject to 
Dominion and Property , as well as the Land . 
v 2dly, He particularly remark’d to them, the So- 
vereignty of the King of England over the Britilh 
Seas. ’ c . ' ^‘.*5 - r ' 

3dly, He obferved, that as Commerce and Naviga- 
tion could not be carried on without Laws', fo there have 
been always particular Laws, for the better ordering and 
regulating marine Affairs •, with an hiftorical Account 
of thole Laws, and Origine. * % 

« 4thly, He proceeded to fhew, that, there have beep 
particular Courts and Judges appointed \ to whofe Jurif di- 
Elion maritime Caufes do belong , and that in Matters both 
Civil and Criminal. 

And then ^thly. He particularly jhewed them, 
the Conftitution and JurifdicHon of that Court of Admi- 
ralty Sejfions. < ». , <• • 

And laftly, the Crimes cognizable therein and par- 
ticularly enlarged upon the Crime of Py racy, which 
was then brought before them. 

The Indictments being*. found, a petit jury was 
fworn, and the following \Perfons arraigned and 
tried, , . * ; v * , , 

* 4 - v ■ f 

C . * i ' * « f ‘ \ < 4 

Stede Bonnet, alias Edwards, alias Thomas ? late of 
Barbados, Mariner. - ~ s 

Robert Tucker, late of the Ifland of Jamaica, Ma- 
riner, rt PT , r 

■ . ; y r v ^ Edward 
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Edward Robin foti } late of New-Caflle upon T‘ine > Ma» 
finer, . v . . 

Neal Paterfon , late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Scot, late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Eddy, alias Neddy, late of Aberdeen, Ma- 
finer. J( K J . * , ; . 1 1 

Alexander Ann and, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 
George Rofe, late of GUfcow, Mariner. 

George Dunkin, late of Glafcow, Mariner. 

* Thomas Nicholas, late of London, Mariner. 

John Ridge, late of London, Mariner. \i . ? 
Matthew King, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

Daniel Perry, late of Guernfey, Mariner. ; 

Henry Fir gin, late of Briftol , Mariner. 

James Robbins, alias Rattle . late of London, Ma- 
riner, < ' \ ' ' v ' ' 

James Mullets alias Millet * late of London, Ma- 

* > t r \ * ^ , , 


* < i < 


riner. ... 

Thomas Price, late of Briftol, Mariner. 

Janies, Wilfon, late of Dublin, Mariner. 

John Lopez, late of Oporto, Mariner. , > . v " 

Zachariah Long, late of the Province of Holland, 

Mariner.' \ ' r , ! *■' ■; *; * * '/v * V - 

Job Bayly , late of London, Mariner. • > 

John-William Smith, late of Cbarles-Town, Carolina, 
Mariner.* * - . v ‘ ' ' \ \ ’ 

Thomas Carman, late of Maidftone in Kent, Ma- 
riner. • •• 

* 4 * At » 1 L. 

John Thomas , late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

William Morrifon , late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

Samuel Booth , late of Charles-Town, Mariner. 

William Hewet, late of Jamaica, Mariner. V' 
John Levit, late of Nortb-Carolina,NLMinet. 

William Livers, alias Evis* 

John Brier ly, alias Timberhead, late of Bath -Town in 
North -Carolina, Mariner. , 

Robert Boyd, late of Bath-Town afore laid,' Ma- 
riner, . ' v , " : Wcr ji 

G 4 : ^ ^ Row- 
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f Rowland Sharp , of Bath-Town, Mariner. 

* Jonathan. Clarke, late of Charles-Town, South Caroli- 
na, Mariner. Tor 'll ’>* \ * . ’ 7 \ 

^ Thomas G err ard, late of Ant ego a. Mariner* 

And- all, except the three laft, arid Thomas Nicho-i 
las, were found Guilty, and .received Sentence of 
Death. " 

They were moft qf them try’d upon two IndifU 
jnents, as follows, r , 

? * ? . */ \ i', • ,*• ■ ) • • 

• V "• v /•,' ; ? ‘}f . , * * » , A ’ 4 » t 

^ | ^ HE Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King, do up- 
’ I on their Oath \ prefeht, that Stede Bonnet, late 
of Barbadoes, Mariner, Robert Tucker, &c. &c* 
TJ;e ^id D$y of Auguft, in the fifth fear of the Reign 
of our Sovereign Lord George, &c. By Force of Arms 
upon the High-Sea , in a certain VI ace called Cape James, 
&c ? did pyratically, and fellonionfiy fet upon , breaks 
board, and enter , a certain Merchant , Sloop,, called the 
Frances, Peter Man w ar ing Commander , by Force, &c. 
upon the High-Sea , in a certain Place, called Cape James, 
alias Inlopen, about two Miles di ft ant from the 
Shore, in the L attitude of 39, or thereabouts \ and within . 
the JuriJdiSbion of the Court of f^ice- Admiralty, of South- 
Caxoliha, being a Sloop of certain P erf 'em, (to the Ju- 
rors, unknown') and then , and there, pyratically, and fello- 
nioufiy did, make an Ajfault, in, and upon the f aid Peter 
Mahwlnug, and others his Mariners, (whofe Names to 
the Jurors aforefo/id , are .unknown,) in the fame Sloop , 
again ft the Peace of (God, and of our f aid now Sovereign 
Lord the King, then , and there being, pyratically and fel- 
lonioufly, did, 'put f the aforifaiftfPeiet ‘ManwaVitig, and 
others, his Mariners, of. the fame Sloop, in the Sloop 
afore [aid, then being, in corporal Fear of their Lives , . then 
arid there,' in the Sip op of or ef aid , upon the High-Sea, in 
the Place aforefaid, called Cape James, alias Cape ln.r 
Jopen, about two Miles , from the Shore, in the Lattitude 
of 39, or thereabouts, as aforefaid, and within the Jurift 
4 jchipn aforefaid 3 pyratically, and fellonionfiy, did' ft eat, 
>' ' / * ’ ‘ * * v ' v ‘ ’ take , 
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take, and carry away the / aid Merchant Sloop , called the 
Frances, and alfo twenty fix Hogfheads , &c. &c. &c* 
being found in the afore faid Sloop, in the Cuftody and Poffep* 
fion of the faid Peter Manwaring, and others, his Mari- 
ners of the faid Sloop, and from their Cuftody and Pojfef - 
fion, then and there , upon the High? Sea aforef aid, called 
Cape James, alias Cape Inloperi,; as afore faid, and 
within the Jurifdiftion afore faid, again ft the Peace of 
our now Sovereign l*ord the King , his Crown and 




* > 


\\ 


This was tlie Form of the Indi&ments they were 
arraigned upon, and tho’ they might have proved 
feveral more Fafts upon the' major" Part of the 
Crew, the Court thought fit to profecute but two; 
the other was for feizing in a py rat leal and felonious 
Manner, the Stoop Fortune , Thomas Read Commander ; 
which Indictment running' in the fame Form with 
the above-mentioned, it will be 'unneceffary to fay 
more of it; “ • v ' < r ; . 

All the Prilbners arraigned, pleaded Not Guilty, 1 
and put themfelves upon their Tryals, except fames 
fVilfon , and "johh "Levit, who; pleaded Guilty to 
both Tndi&ipents,'’ and \f)aniel Perry, to one only. 
The Major would have gone through both the In- 
dictments at once, which the Court not admitting, 
he pleaded Not; Guilty to both Indictments, but 
being conviCled 1 of one, he retraced his i former 
Plea ‘ to the lecond Indi&ment, and pleaded 6uil- 

ty to it. ’ r ; 7 ’ ; : “*; 1 7 h: ‘ : • 

w 'The Prilbners made little or no Defence, every 
one ‘pretendmg bply that they were taken off a 
Maroon' 1 Shore , and were fhipped with Major 
Bonnet to go to l Sti : Thomas's ; but being out at Sea, 
and wanting Provisions, they were obliged to do 
what they did by others; and fo did Major 'Bon- 
net himfelf, pretend that ? twas Force, not Incli- 
nation, that occafioned what had happened* How- 
ever* 


/ 
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cyer^ the x Fa&s being ^ plainly, proved^ and that 
they had all Ihared tepor eleved'pou'nds a Man, 
excepting ,/ini Tfprnas: ‘ 'Nichols , they; 

were all but they. Found 'Guilty . The > fudge made ,' 
a very grave Speech to , them, letting^ forth the 
norntity of their Crime s y the Condition they were now /’#, 
and the Nature and Nccejfity of an unfeigned Repentance y 
and^ the:n recomhxended them to* titp Miiiifters of 
the "Province', for more ample. Djt^diqns, to (it 
them for Eternity, for (concluded he) the Priefs t 
Lips Jhali keep Knowledge , and you jhall feek the Law at 
iheir Mouths • for they are the Mejfengers of the Lord . 
Mat. II. 57. And the Amhajfadors of Chrifl, and unto 
them is committed the Word for Doftrine] of Reconci- 
liation* 2 Cor. V. 19. 20. And then pronounced Sen- 
tence of Death upon them. 

On Saturday November the 8th, 1711* Robert Tucker , 
Edward Robin f on, Neal Pat erf on,. William Scot, Job 
Bay ley, John-William Smith, John Thomas, William 
Mornfon , Samuel Booth , William Hewit, William Eddy y 
alias Neddy, Alexander Annand, George Rofs, George 
Dunkin, Matthew King," Daniel Perry, Henry Virgin, 
James Robbins, James,, Mullet, a Hast Millet, Thomas : 
Price, John Lopez,, and Zachariah Long, were executed - 
at the White- Point near Charles-Town, purfuant to their 
Sentence. ' « % , * ■ , , . ... r . 1 j.. 

[ As for the Captain, his Efcape prot rafted his 
Fate, and fpuii out his Life a few Days longer, for 
he was try’d the 10th, and being found Guilty, 
deceived Sentence in like Manner as the former 
before which Judge Trot, made a moft excellent 
Speech to him, rather fomewhat too long to be x 
taken into our Hiftory, yet I could not tell how to 
pafs by fo good and ufeful a Piece , of Inftruftion, 
not knowing whofe Hands this Book may happen to 
fall into. 
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The Lord Chief Juflices's S p ee gh, 
upon his pronouncing Sentence on JVLaior 

ail I ‘ ' f X ■ *> » O > r '»> -*-i 

StedeBonn et; 


V 


1 4 > * ( 

.jl N 4 h * * M 


i .4 


* n 4 


i ,v 


»!* 


i! 






.? 


v /j * • 


,■ T .1 


yTAjor Stede Bonnet, you fland here convided 
upon two Indidments of Pyracy * 7 . one by 
the Verdid of the Jury, and the other by your own 
Conf^on.; :y;r;; ; ;; . „‘V f ” ’jT ^ 

Altho’ you were indided but for two Fads, yet 
you know that at your Try al it was fully proved 
even by an unwilling Witnefi, that you pyratically 
took and rifled no iefs than thirteen Vellels, fmce 
you fail’d from North-Carolina. ? 

So that you might have been indided, and conk 
vided q? eleven more Ads of Pyracy, fince you took 
the Benefit of the King’? Att of Grace, and pretended 
to leave that wicked Courfe of Life. > : v 

V ■ t' ■ vj . ' * *■ " • ■ * • f * f * r'%» , # y 

Not to mention the many Alls of Pyracy you 
committed before *, for which if your Pardon from 
Man was never fo authentick, yet you muft exped 
to anfwer for them before God* . ; 
r You know that the Crimes you have committed 
are evil in themfelves, and contrary to the Light 
and Law of Nature , as well as the Law of God, by 
which you are commanded that you Jhall not fteal , 
Exod. 20. 15- And the Apoftle f St. Paul exprefly 
affirms, That Thieves jhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God y , i Cor. 6 . 10. f ' • 

But to Theft you have added a greater Sin, which 
is Murder . How many you may have killed of thole 
that refilled you in the committing your former 
Pyracies , 1 know not : But this we all know. That 
befidbs the Wounded,* you kill’d no lefs than eighteen 
perfons put of thofe that were lent by lawful Au- 

tbo- 
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thority to fupprefs you, and put a Stop to thofe 
Rapines^ that^ you daily afted. v V { * T 

^ And however you may fancy that that was killing 
Men fairly in ‘Open Fight, yet' this know, that the 
Power of the Sword fioti being committed into your 
Hands by any lawful Authority, you were not im- 
powered to ufe any Force, or fight any one;-, and 
therefore thofe Perfons that felf in that Aftion, in 
doing their. Duty to their King and Country; were 
murdered, and their Blood now cries out for Ken< 
geance and Jufiice . againft you : Fpr it is th Q Voice of 
Nature, confirmed ’by the haw of God, That whofoever 
(Ixddeth Man s Blood, by Man Jhall his Blood be Jhed. 

den. 9. T- * - • * ' . **' . ! 

And confider that Death is not the only Punifli- 
ment due to Murderers ; for they are threatened to 
ha ve their Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and 
Brimfione , which is the fecond Death, Rev. 21. 8. See 
Chap. 22. 15. c \V6)rds ' wtiidfr t^La^ 4 !Xejrrpir 
with them, that . confideririg your Circumftances 
and your Guilt, furely the Sound of them muft 
make you tremble * For who can dwell with everlafi. - 

V‘ T> J * ' jrkon 5 «« ’ ' ‘ 

tng Burnings? Chap. 33. 14. : / 

As the 7 efiimony of your Conference muft convince 
you of the 'great, and many Evils you have com- 
mitted; * by which you have highly “offended^God, 
and provoked moft; juftly his Wrath and Indigna- 
tion againft yo^Ta^I ( ^p^dW‘l ?need nbt tell you 
that the only Way of obtaining Pardon and Remit* 
lion of your Sins from God, ’is by a true and. un- 
feigned Repentance and Faith in Chrift, by whofe 
meritorious Death and Paflion,’ you can only hope 

• g i *V^ t . • ■* * Kill «. »' 1 .» ’■ .ti ifi i i < . 

for Salvation.^.,;, * 

' You beirig ; a ‘‘J^^nileinan'. that have had the ’ Ad-' 
vantage of a liber ah ‘ Education, '^ud being" generally 
efteemed a Man of SUHers^'i believe it will be need- 
left for me to explain to you the Nature of Repen- 
tance 
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tance and Faith ^in (pirift, they being fo fully and 
lo often mentioned in fhe Scriptures, that you can* 
not but know them. .And therefore, perhaps, foe 
that Reafon it might he thought, by tome impro- 
per for me to have faid fo much: to you* as I have 
already upon this Qocafion;. neither fhould I have, 
done it, but that. ( jconfider ing the ; Cour fe of yout 
Life r and Aft ions, I have juft Reafon to fear,- that 
the Principles of Religion that had .been inftilled 
into you by your \ Education , have been at leaft 
corrupted, if not .entirely defaced, by the Scepti- 
cifm and Infidelity of this wicked Ago } * and that 
what Time you allowed for Study was rather ap* 
pliedto the Polite Literature, and the vain Philo fophy of 
the Times, than a ferious Search after -the Law and 
Will of God, as revealed unto .us, in the Holy Scrip- 
tures For had your Delight been in the Law, of the Lord y 
and that you had meditated therein Day and Nighty Pfal. 
i . 2. you would then have found that God’s Word 
was a Lamp unto your Feet , and a ; Light; to y your Path 9 
Pfal., 1 19. 105. and that you- would account all 
other Knowledge but Lofs, in Comparifon of the 
Excellency of the,Finowledge of Chrift Jefits, ? Phihi 3 . 8. 
who to them that are called is the Power of God , and the 
Wifdom of God , 1 Cor. 1. 24. even 'the hidden' Wifdom 
which God ordained before, the World, Chap. 2. 7. : 
s 1 You would then have efteemed the Scriptures as 
.the Great Charter of Heaven, and which delivered 
to us, not only the moft perfeft Laws and Rules of 
Life, but alto difeovered to us the Afts of Pardon 
from God, wherein they have offended thofe righte- 
ous Laws : For in. them only is to be found the great 
; My fiery of fallen Man’s Redemption, which the Angels 
defire to look into, 1 Pet.’ 1. 12. *.?' 

\ And they would have taught you; that Sin is the 
debafing of Human Nature , as being a Derivation from 
that Purity, Rettitude , and Holinefs, in which God 
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created us , and that Virtue and Religion , and walk- 
ing by the Laws of God, were altogether preferable 
to the Ways of Sin and Satan \ for that the Ways of 
Virtue are Ways of Pleafantnefs y and all their Paths are 
Ftdce, Provr# f'7 V r r - ‘',; f 

But what you could not learn from God’s Word^ , 
by reafon of your carelefly y or but fuf erf dally cbn- 
fidering the fame, I hope the Courfe of his Pro- 
vidence , and the prelent Afflictions that he hath laid 
upon you, hath now convinced you of the lame : 
Bor however in your feeming Profperity you might 
make a Mock at your Sins Prov. 3. 17. yet' np^ 
that you lee that God’s Hand hath reached you, 
and* brought you- to publick juftice, I hope jy our 
prefent unhappy Circumftances hath made ypii 
ierioufly refleft upon your paft Aftions, and Courfe 
of Life ; and that you are now fenfible of the Great- 
nefs of your Sins, and that you /find the Burden of 
them is intolerable. ? 

* > And that therefore being thus labouring , and heavy 
laden toith Sin y Mat. it. 28. you will efteetti that 
as the moft valuable Knowledge- that can fhew 
you how *you can be reconciled to that Supreme 
God that you have fo highly offended; and; that 
can reveal to you Him who is not only the ppwef- 
ful Advocate with the Father for you y I John i, 1 
but alio who hath paid that Debt that is due for 
your Sins by his own Death upon the Crofs for 
you } and thereby made full Satisfaction for the Ju- 
ft ice of God. And this is to be found no where 
but in God’s Word, • which difcovers to us that 
L f amb of God which takes away the Sins of the Worlds 
John 1. 29. which is Chrift the Son of God: For 
this know, and be affured, that there is none other 
Name under Heaven given among Men y whereby , we muSi 
be faved, A&s 4. 12. but only by the Name of the 
Lord Jefus. " j v ' : r * ^ \ >! * 
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But then confider how he invites all Sinners to 



J * ^ t U ^ *> t — '■ ^ . , 

and hath promifed, that he that cdmefh unto htm y he 
will In no wife caft out , J°hn 

n _ i_U I. L «•« /n vr/v-i « « II i-4 n v» I r y 4 ** « v. m 
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he will receive you. ^ * v . r\; A \^r K 

\ But furely \I need not tell you, that th eXerm of 

i v _ v * ' ' 1'n l ‘ ! ^’ ,v i V"*'" ’ f ^’ Ul * 

his Mercy is Faith ana* Repentance. / 

And do not miftake the Nature of Repentance 
to be only a bare Sorrow for your Sins, arifing from 
the Confider a tion of the Evil and Puni foment they 
have now brought upon you *, but your Sorrow 
muft arile from the Confideratipn of your having 
offended a gracious and merciful God. 

But I fhall not pretend to give you any particu- 
lar Dire&ions as to the Nature of Repentance : I 
confider that I fpeak to a Perfon, whole Offences 
have proceeded not fo much from his not hnowmg > 
as his flighting and neglefting his Duty : Neither is 
it proper for me to give Advice put of the Way of 
my own Profeffion. * 

You may have that better delivered to you by 
thofe who have made Divinity their particular 
Study *, and who, by their Knowledge, as well as 
their Office, as being the Ambajfadors of ChriU^ 2 Cor. 
5.20. are beft qualified 1 to give you Inftruflions 
therein. 

r I only heartily wiffi, that what, in Companion 
to your Sotil, I have now faid to you upon this 
fad and folemn Occafion, by exhorting you in ge- 
neral to Faith and Repentance , may have that due 
Effect -upon you, that thereby you may become a 
true Penitent ♦ 

And therefore having now difcharged my Duty 
to you as a Chriftian , by giving you the beft Coun- 

fel 
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fel I can, with refpefl: to the Salvation of your Soul* 
I muft now do my Office as a Judge. 

The Sentence that the Law hath appointed to pals 
upon you for your Offences, and which this Court 
doth therefore award, is, f 


*That youy the f, aid Stede Bonnet, fhall go from hence 
to the Place from whence you came , and from thence to 
the Place of Execution , where you fhall be hanged by thd 
Neck till you are, dead. / ^ 

\And the God of infinite Mercy be merciful to your SouU 
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Dward England went Mate of a Sloop that lail’H 
out.of y^/Vrf, and was taken by Captain 

Winter, a Pyrate, juft before their- Settle 

mcntat Providence ; from whence £ ? W had the 
Command of a Sloop in the fame laudable Em 
ploy men t: It is furprizing that Men of good Uni 
derftanding fhould engage in a Courfe of Life that 
fo ; much debafes humane Mature, and lets them 
upon a Level with the wild Beafts of the Foreft '' 
who live and prey upon their weaker Fellow* 
Creatures : A Crime fo enormous 1 That it includes 
almoft- all. others, as Murder, Rapine, Theft In 
gratitude, &c. and tho’ they make thele Vices fa 
mikat;to them by their daily Praftice, yet thefe 
Meii are fo inconfiftent with themfelves, that a Re- 
gion made upon their Honour, their lufiice or 
their Courage, is look’d upon as an Offence tfnr 
ought to be punilhed with the Life of him that 
commits it : England was one of thele Men, who 
feem d to have fuch a Share of Reafon, as fhould 
have taught him better Things. He had a great - 
deal of good Nature, and did not want for Cou 
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rage } he was not avaritious, and always averfe to 
the ill Ufage Prifoners received: He would have 
been contented with moderate Plunder, and lefs 
mifchievous Pranks,' could his Companions have 
teen brought to the fame Temper, but he was ge- 
nerally over-rufd, and as he was engaged in that 
abominable Society, he was obliged to be a Partner 
in all their vile Aftions. 

Captain England fail’d to the Coaft of Africa , af- 
ter the Ifland of Providence was fettled by the Eng- 
liflj Government, and the Py rates fur rendered to 
his Majefty’s Proclamation *, and took feveral Ships 
and Veffels, particularly 'the Cadogan Snow belong- 
ing to Brifioly at Sierraleone 7 one Skinner Mafter, who 
was inhumanly murthered by fome of the Crew* 
that had lately been his own Men, and ferved in 
the laidVeffel. It feems forne’ Quarrel * had hap- 
pened betvyeen them, fo that Skinner thought fit 
to remove thefe Fellows on Board oE a Man of 
War, and at the fame Timerefufed them their 
Wages not long after they found Means to defert 
that Service,’ and flopping themlelves aboard a 
Sloop in the Wejl-Indies 7 Was taken by a Pyrate, 
and brought to Providence , and failed upon the fame 
Account along with Captain England . 

Aifoon as Skinner had ftrutk to the Pyrate, he 
was ordered to come on Board in his Boat, which 
he did, and the Per fon that he firft caft his Eye 
upon, proved to be his old Boatfwain, who flar’d 
him in the Face like his evil Genius, and acco- 

fted him in'this Manner. Ah 7 Captain Skinner ! 

Is it you ? The only Man I wi fed to fee • / am much 
in your Debt , and novo, I fall fay you all in your own 
Coin . . i Vv; \ , / . K . ' v -> ! 

The poor Man trembled every Joint, when he 
found into what Company he had fallen, and drea- 
ded the Event,' as he had Reafon enough fo to do • 
for the Boatfwain immediately called to his Con-* 

. . . ' ' forts, 
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forts, laid hold of the Captain* and made him faft: 
to the Windlefs, and there pelted him with Glais 
Bottles, which cut him in a fad Manner ^ , after 
\vhich they; whipp’d hiiti about the Deck, till they; 
were iveary, being deaf to alb his Prayers arid In- 
treaties, and/ at Jaft, becaufe he had been a good* 
Mailer to his Men,' they faid, he ftiouldl have an 
eafy Death, and fo fhot him thro’ the Head. They 
took fbme few Things out of the Snow, but; gave 
the Vefiel and all her Cargo to Howl Davis the 
Mate, and the reft of the Crew, as will be hereaf- v 
ter mentioned in the Chapter of Captain Davis. 

Captain England took a Ship called the Pearl , Cap« 
tain Tyzard Commander, for which he exchanged 
his own Sloop, fitted her up for the pyratical Ac- 
count, and new chriften’d her, the Royal James 'i with 
which He took feveral Ships and Velfels of dift 
ft rent Nations at the Azores and Cape de Verd 


In the Spring, vjtfy the Rovers ietuhiei to 
Africa , and beginning at the River Gambia , failed 
all down the Coaft ^ and between that and CapeCorfo j 
took the following Ships and Veffels. 

The Eagle Pink, Captain jackets Commander be^; 
longing to \CorJt, taken the 25th of March, having <S y 
Guns and i 7 Men bn Board, leven of which turned 
Pyrates. . 

r t • J. i •, I <r u * • * . 4 -i * .• < T £ / < » 

The Charlotte y Captain Oldfon , of London , taken Maf 
the 26th, having 8 Guns and iS Men on Board, 15 
of which turned Pyrates. ( . ' , J 

The Sarah , Captain Stunt y of London ,• taken the 2 7th . 
of May , having 4 Guns and 18 Men oii Boards 3 of 
which turned Pyrates. , , , x ‘ 

Th e Bent worth. Captain feardener, of Briflol , takeii 
the 27th of having ti Guns and 36 Meh on’ 
12 of which turned Pyrates/’ 
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The Buck Sloop, Captai nSylvefter, of Gambia > taken 
the 2 r jth6f May, having 2 Guns and 2 Men on Board, 
and both turned Pyrates. 

The Carteret, Captain &0 tp, of London, taken the 
28th of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 5 
of which turned Pyrates. 

f The Mercury, Captain Maggot t, of London , taken the 
29th of May , haying 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 
5 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Coward Galley, Captain Creed, of London, taken 
the 17th of June, haying 2 Guns and 13 Men on 
Board, 4 of which turned Pyrates. \- 

The Elizabeth and Katherine , Captain Bridge of 
btidoesyt&keri June the 27th, having 5 Guns and 14 
Men on Board, 4 of which turned Pyrates. 

The Eagle Pink being bound to Jamaica , the 
to Virginia, and the Buck to Maryland , they let them 
go, but the Charlotte , the Bentworth , the Carteret , and 
the Galley, they burnt * and the Mercury, 

and the Elizabeth arid Katherine were fitted up for 
Pyrate Ships, the former was new nam’d Queen 


* • j c> x 6 ' * 

Sample was appointed Captain. Thefe two left 
England ' upon the Coaft, fail’d to the Weft-Indies , 
where they took fbme Prizes, clean’d, and fail’d to 
Brafd y in November } they took feveral Tortuguefe 
Ships there, and did a great deal of Mifchief^but 
in the height of their Undertakings, a Bortuguefe 
Man of War, which was an excellent Sailor, came 
a very unwelcome Gueft to them, and gave them 
Chace *, the Queen Anti's Revenge got olfi but was 
loft a little while after upon that Coaft*, and the 
Flying King, : giving herlelf oyer for loft, ran afhore ; 
There Were then 70 Men on Board, 12 of which 
were kill’d,'' and the reft taken Prifoners, of whom / 
the Portuguefe hang’d 38,' of which 3 2. ‘were Englijh 

- three 
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three Dutch , two French p and one of: their own 
Nation. '■! y ' \ ■*. * 

England, in going down the Coaft, took the Veter-* 
borough Galley of Brlftol, Captain Owen.y and the Vi- 
Sbory, Captain Ridout • the former they detained^ 
but plundered the latter, and let her go. c fn Cafe 
Corfo Road, they law two Sail at Anchor, but be- 
fore they could reach them, -they flipp’d their Ca- 
bles and got dole under Cafe Corfo Caflle , thefe were 
the Whydah, Captain Prince , and the John, Captain 
Rider: '.The Py rates upon this made a fire Ship of 
aVeflel they had lately taken, and attempted to 
burn them, as tho’ they had been a common Ene- 
my, which if effe&ed, they could not have been 
one Farthing the better for it; but the Caftle fir- 
ing warmly upon them, they withdrew, and flail’d 
down to Whydah Road, where they found another 
Pyrate, one Captain la Bouche, who getting thither 
before England arrived, had foreftall’d the Market, 
and greatly clifappointed their Brethren..* f 

Captain England , after this Baulk, went into a 
- Harbour, clean’d his own Ship, , and fitted up the 
Peterborough , which he call’d the Vittory ; they liv’d 
there very wantonly for feveral Weeks, making 
free with the Negroe Women, and committing 
luch outragious Acts, that they came to an open 
Rupture with the Natives, leveral of whom they 
kill’d,, and one of their Towns they fet on Fire, v 
When the Py rates came out to Sea, they put it 
to a Vote what Voyage to take, and the; Majority 
carrying it for the Eafl-Indies , they fhap’d their 
Courle accordingly, and arrived at Madagafcar,ihe 
Beginning of the Y ear 17 20. They ftaid not' long 
there, but after taking in Water and Provifions, 
fail’d for the Coaft of Malabar, which is a fine fruit- 
ful Country in the Eaft-Indies, in the Empire of 
the Mogul, but immediately fubjefl: to its own Prin- 
ces : It reaches from the Coaft of Canara to Cafe 

H 3 Cmo- 
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CamorW) which is between 7? 30, and 12? North 
Lattitiide, and in about 75° Eaft Longitude, coun- 
ting from t}ie Mericlian of London . The old Na- 
tives are Pagans, but tlxere are a great Number <^f 
Mahometans inhabiting among them, who are Mer- 
chants, and generally rich. On the fame Coaft,but 
in a Province to the Northward lies Goa , Surat , Bom- 
bay y where the EngHjh, Dutch 7 and Portuguef? have 
Settlements. r j 


Hither pur Pyrates came, having made a Tqur 
of half the Globe, as the Pfalmift fays of the De- 
vils, Going about like roaring Lions , fe eking whom they 
might devour'. They took fever a} Country Ships, 
that is, Indian Veflels, and one European, a Dutch 
Ship, which they exchanged for one of their own, 
and then came back to Madagascar. 

They lent feyeral ,of their Hands on Shore with 
Tents, powder, and Shot, to kil] Hogs, Venifon, 
and fuch other frefh Provifibn as the Iflarid afforded, 
gnd a Whim pame into their Heads to feelcout for 
the R^n|ains of dfoerfs Crew, whom they knew to 
be fettled fomewhere in the Tfland. —r— Accor- 
dxngly fbme of them trayell’d feveral Days Jour- 
ney, without hearing any Intelligence of thepi, and 
lb were fprc’d to return with the Lofs of their La- 
bour, for thefe Mep were fettled on the other Side 
bf the Ifland, as has been taken Notice of under the 
Chapter of Avery* 

They flay’d not long here, affer they ; had clean’d 
their' Ships, but failing to Juanna 7 they met twq 
finglijh, * and one Oftend India Men, coming' out of 
that Harbour, ope of which, after a defperate Re- 
fiftance, they tpok the Particulars of which Aftion 
is at length related in the following Letter, wrote 
by the Captain from Bombay. " * ’ ‘ ' >/ * •* 
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A LETTER from Captain Mackra , dated at 

Bombay , .Niw. 16, 1720. 

■ • / • .* . ■ v • , fj( 

W E arrived the 2^th of July la ft, > in Company of 
the Greenwich, at Juanna, (an IJland not far 
from Madagalcar) putting in there to refrejlj our Men , 
we found fourteen Pyrates that came in their Canoes from 
the Mayotta, where the Pyrate Ship to'- which they be - ' 
long'd, viz. the Indian Queen, two hundred and fifty Tons , 
twenty eight Guns , and ninety Men , commanded by Capt., ' 
Oliver de la Bouche, bound from the Guinea Co a ft to the » 
Eaft-Indies, had been bulged and loft. They faid they left 
the Captain and 40 of their Men building a new F'ejfel to 
proceed on their wicked JDeftgn. Capt . Kirby and I conclu- 
ding it might be of great Service to the Eaft-India Company 
to deftroy fuch a Neft of Rogues, were ready to fail for that 
Purpofe the 1 7 th of Augyll:, about Eight o’ Clock in the 
Morning , - when we difcovered two Pyrate Ships ftanding 
into the Bay of Juanna, one of thirty four ,' and the other of i 
thirty Guns. I immediately went on Board the Greenwich, 
where they feemd very diligent in Preparations for an En- 
gagement , and 1 left Capt. Kirby with mutual Promifes of 
ftanding by each other . I then unmoor’d , got under Sail , 
and brought two Boats a-head to row me clofe to the Green- 
wich but he " being open to a Galley and a Breeze, 
made the be ft of his Way from me * which an Offender in 
our Company , of 21 Guns , feeing , did the fame , though 
the Captain had promifed heartily to engage with us , and 
I believe would, have been as good as his Word , if Capt ; 
Kirby had kept his. About half an Hour after Twelve , 1 
called feveral times to the Greenwich to bear down to our 
AJfiftance , and fir d Shot at him , but to no Purpofe. Bor tho 1 
we did not doubt but he would join us, becaufe when he got 
about a League from us, he brought his Ship to, and look’d 
on, yet both he and the Oftender bafely deferted us, and 
left us engaged with barbarous and inhuman Enemies, with 
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bloody Flags hanging over us, without the 
leaft Abearance of efc aping being cut to Pieces . But God, 
in his good Providence, determined otherwife } for notwith- 
standing their Superiority, we engaged ’em both about three 
Hours, during which, the biggeft received fome Shot betwixt 
Wind and Water, which made J her Peep off a little to flop 
tier Leaks* , SThe other endeavoured all jhe could to board 
us, by rowing with her Oars, being within half a Ship’s 
Length of us above an Hour but by good Fortune we jhot 
all her Oars to Pieces, which prevented them, and by con + 1 
fequence faved our Lives. 

About Four o’ Clock , moFt of the Officers and Men 
. pofted on the Quarter-Deck being killed and wounded , the 
largest Ship making up to us with all Diligence , being ft ill 
within a Cable’s Length of us, often giving us a Broadftde, 
and no hopes of Capt . Kirby If coming to our Affiftance, we 
endeavouredyto run ajhoar and tho’ we drew four Foot Wa- 
ter more than the Pyrate, it pleafed God that he ftuck faft 
on a higher Ground than we happily fell in with fo was 
dff appointed la fecond time from l boarding us. Here we 
had a more ^violent Engagement than before . All my Of- 
ficers, and pip ft of my Men, behaved with unexpected Cou- 
rage and as we had a confiderable Advantage by having a 
Jproadjide to his Bow, we did him great Damage, fo that 
had Capt . K irby come in then, 1 believe we Jhould have 
taken both , for we had one of them fur e } but the other Py- 
rate (who was f ill firing at us) feeing the Greenwich did 
not offer t o affi Ft us, he fupplied his Con fort with three 
Boats full of frejh Men . About Fuve in the Evening the 
Greenwich flood clear away to Sea, leaving us ftruggling 
hard for Life in the very Jaws of Death j which the other 
Pyrate, that was afloat, feeing, got a-warp out, and was 
hauling under our Stern } by which time many of my Men 
being killed and wounded, and no Hopes left us from being 
all murdered by enraged barbarous Conquerors, I order’d all 
that could $ to get into the Long-Boat under the Cover of the 
Smoak of our Guns fo that with what fome did in Boats , 
sad others byfwimming, mo ft of us that were able got a* 

♦ • * ^ .v , M 
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fhoar by Seven o' Clock. When the Py rates came aboard , 
they cut three of our, wounded Men to Pieces. I, with a 
few of thy People , made what hafie J could to the King’s- 
-Town 5 twenty five Miles from us, where 1 arrived next 
Day, almost dead with Fatigue and Lofs of Blood , having 
been forely wounded in the Head by a Musket Ball.\ v . J 

At this Town I heard that the , Py rates had offered ten 
thou f and Dollars to the Country People to bring me in, which 
many of them would have accept ed, only they knew l the 
King and all his chief People were in my Interest. Mean 
timc y rl caufed a Report to be fpread, that 1 was dead of my 
Wounds , which much abated their Fury.*: ''About ten Days 
after, being pretty well recovered, and hoping the Malice 
of 'our Enemies was nigh over, I began "to confide r thedifr 
mal Condition we were reduced to, being in a Place where 
we had no Hopes of getting a Paffage home, all of : us in a 
manner naked, not having had Time to get another Shirt, , 
or a Pair of Shoes , 1 " : /, l 

Having obtained Leave to go on Board the Pyrates, and 
a Promife of Safety % feveral of the Chief of them knew me, 
and fome of them had failed with me, which I found of 
great Advantage becaufe , notwithfianding their Promife, 
fome of them would have cut me, and all that would not 
enter with them, to Pieces, had it not been for ; the chief 
Captain, Edward Eng land , and fome others I knew. They 
talked of burning one of their Ships, which we had fo entire- 
ly difable d , as to be no farther ufeful to them, and to fit the * 
Caffandra in her room } but in the End I managed my Tack 
fo well , that they made me a Prefent of the faid Jhattered 
Ship, which was Dutch built, called the Fancy, about three 
hundred Tons, and alfo a hundred and twenty nine Bales of 
the Company's Cloth , tho\ they would not give me a Rag y 
of my Cloathes. * 

* v They failed the 3 4 of September } and with Jury-Mafis, 
and fuch old Sails as they left me, I made Jhift to do the 
like on the 2th, together with forty three of my Shipps 
Crew , including two Pajfengers and twelve Soldiers , having 
but five Tons of Water aboard', and after a Paffage of 

forty 
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forty eight Days,' I arrived here October 2 6, almoTt naked 
and flarvd, having been reduced to a Tint of Water a Day, 
and almost in defy air of ever feeing Land , byReafon of the 
Calms we met with between the Co aft of Arabia and Mala- 
bar. We had in all thirteen Men killed and twenty 

four wounded ; and we were told, that we had deflroyed 
about ninety or a hundred of the Fy rates. When they left 
us, they were about three hundred Whites and eighty Blacks 
in both Ships. I am perfuaded , had our Confort the Greens 
wich done his Duty, we had deflroyed both of them, and 
got two hundred thoufand Founds for our Owners and 
f elves ; whereas to his deferting us f the Lofs of the Caifan-r 
dra may juft ly be imputed . \ 1 have delivered all the Bales 
that were given me into the Company's Warehoufe, for which 
the Governor and Council have ordered me a Reward. 
Our Governor , Mr. Boon, who is extreme kind and civil 
to me, has ordered me home with this Facquet ; but Captain 
Harvey, who had a prior Promife, being come in with the 
Fleet , goes in my room. n The Governor hath promis’d me a 
Country Voyage , t os he Ip make me up my Loffes , and would 
have me flay to go home with him next Tear.- > * * , 

'• . ' . ■ ’ - 1 i * • ' j 

Captain Mackm certainly run a great Hazard, 

in going aboard the Pyrate, and began quickly 
to repent his Credulity; for though they had pro- 
xniled, that no Injury fhould be done to his Per- 
fbn, he found their Words were not to be truft- 
ed ; and it may be fuppofed, tha£ nothing but the 
defperate Circumftances Captain Mackra imagined 
himfelf to be in, could have prevailed upon him 
to fling himielf and Company into their Hands, 
perhaps not knowing how firmly the Natives of 
that Ifland were attach’d to the, Englijh Nation; 
for ab6ut 20 Years ago, Captain Cornwall, Comma- ] 
dore of an Englijh Squadron, affilted them againft 
another Ifland called Mohilla, for which they hav^ 
ever Alice communicated all the grateful Offices 
in their Power, inlomuch that it became a Pro- 

verb. 


Of Capt. England 123 

verb, That art Engliihman, and a Juanna Man were 
all one. ^ . 

England was inclined to favour Captain Mackra ; 
but he was lo free to let him know, that his In- 
tereft was declining amopgft them *, and that the 
Py rates ' were lo provoked at the Refiftance he 
made againft them, that he was afraid he Ihould 
hardly be able to proteft him ^ he therefore advi- 
fed him to footh up and manage the Temper of 
Captain Taylor Fellow of a moft barbarous Na- 
ture, who was become a great Favourite amongft 
them for no other Realbn than becaule he was a 
greater Brute than the r eft. -Mackra did what he 
could to foften this Beaft, and ply’d him with warm 
Punch •, notwithftanding which, they were in a Tu- 
;mult whether they Ihould make an End of him, or 
no, when an Accident happen’d which turn’d to 
the Favour of the poor Captain *, a Fellow with a 
terrible pair of Whiskers, and a wooden Leg, be- 
ing ftuck round with Piftols, like the Man in the 
Almanack with Darts^ comes fwearing and vapou- 
ring upon the Quarter-Deck, and asks, in a dam- 
ning Manner, which was Captain Mackra : The Cap- 
tain expefted no lefs than that this Fellow would 
be his Executioner } — - but when he came near 
him, he took him by the Hand, fwearing, Damn 
him he was glad to fee him , and few me the Man , lays he, 
that ojfers to hurt Captain Mackra, for III flank by him • 
and fo with many Oaths told him, he was an honefi 
Fellow , and that he had formerly fail d with him. : . £ 

This put an End to the Difpute, and Captain 
Taylor was fo mellow’d with the Punch, that he 
confented that the old Pyrate Ship, and fo many 
Bales of doth fliould be given to Captain Macha, 
and fo he fell afleep. England adviled Captain 
Mackra to get off wkh all Expedition, leaft when 
the Beaft Ihould awake, he might repent his Genero- 
sity : Which Advice was followed by the Captain. 

■ ■” • Captain 
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Captain England having fided lb much tp Captain 
'Macho’s Interefly was a Means of making him 
many Enemies among the Crew •, they thinking 
luch good Ufoge iricdnfiftent with their Polity, be- 
-caufe it looked like procuring Favour at the Ag- 
gravation of their Crimes y therefore upon Ima- 
gination or Report, that Captain Mocha was fitting 
oufagainft them, with the Company’s Force, he 
-was loon abdicated or pulled out' of his Government, 
and marooned with three more on the Ifland of 
Mauritius: An Ifland indeed, not to be complained 
of," had they accumulated any Wealth by their 
Villanies that would have afforded fome future com- 
fortable Prolpeft, for it abounds with Fifh, Deer, 
Hogs and other Flefh. Sir Thomas Herbert , lays, the 
Shores with Coral and Ambergreafo ^ but I believe 

the Dutch had not deferred it, had there ’ been 

— 

much of the fe Commodities to have been found* 
It was in 1722, refolded by the French , who'; have 
a Fort at another neighbouring Ifland, called Don 
Mafcarine , and are touched at for Water, Wood, 
and Refrelhments, 5 by French Ships bound, to, or 
for India as St. Helena and Cape Bon Efperance^zxe 
by us and the Dutch. From this Place, Captain 
England and his Companions having made a little 
Boat of Staves and old Pieces of Deal left there, 
went r over to Madagascar, where they fubfift at 
prefont on the Charity of lome of their Brethren, 
who had made better Provifion for themfelves, than 
they had done. 

f. The Pyrates detained fhme Officers and Men be- 
longing to Captain Macha y and having repaired 
the Damages received in their Rigging,- they failed; 
fox India. fThe Day before they made Land, law 
two Ships to the Eaftward, who at firft Sight, they 
took to be Englijhy and ordered one of the Prifo- 
ners, who had been an Officer with Captain Mach a y 


to tell them the private Signals between the Com-' 

pany’s 
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pany’s Ships, the Captain {wearing he would cut 
him in pound Pieces, if he did not do it immediate- 
ly ; but unable, was forced to bear their Scurility, 
till they came up with them; and found they were 
two llioor Ships*from Mufcat , with Horfes ; they 
brought the Captain of them, /and Merchants, on 
Board, torturing them, and rifling the * Ships, 
in order to difcover Riches, as believing they 
came from Mocha , but being baulked in their Ex- ; 
pe&ation, and next Mornjing feeing Land, and at 
the fame Time a Fleet ‘in Shore .plying to W'ind- 
ward, they were puzzled how to difpofe of them \ 
to let them go, waste difcover and ruin the Voyage,, 
and it was cruel to link the Men and Horfes with 
the Ships, (as many of them were inclined to,) there- 
fore, as a Medium, they brought them to an 
Anchor, threw all their Sails over- board, and cut 
one of the Ships Mafts half through. 

While they lay at an Anchor, and were all the 
next Day employed in taking out Water, one of 
the aforementioned Fleet bore towards them with 
Englifl) Colours, anfwered with a red Enfign from 
the Py rates, but did not fpeak with one another. 
At Night they left the Mufcatt Ships, weighed 
with the Sea Wind, and flood to the Northward 
after this Fleet: About four next Morning, juft 
as they were getting under fail, with the Land 
Wind, the Fy rates came amongft them, made no 
flop, but fired their great and fmall Guns very 
briskly, till they got through*, and as Day -Light 
cleared, were in a great Confternation in their 
Minds, having all along taken them for Angrias 
Fleet; what to do was the Point, whether run or 
purfue ? They were fenfible of their Inferiority of. 
Strength, having no more than 300 Men in both 
Ships, and 40 of them Negroes ; befides, the Vi- 
Scry had then four Pumps at Work, and muftin-; 
evitably been loft before, had it not been for fbme 

Hand- 
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Hand-Pumps, and federal pair of Standards brought 
out of the Caffandra, to relieve and frrengthen her % 
but obferving the Indifferency of the Fleet, chofe 
rather to chafe than run ; and" thought the beft 
Way to fave themfelves, was to pl£y at Bullbeggar 
with the Enemy : So' they came up with the Sea 
Wind, about Gun-Shot to Leeward, the great Ships* 
of the Fleet a- head, and ‘fome others a-ftern ; 
which latter they took for Fire-VefTels : And thefe 
a-head gaining from them by cutting away their 
Boats, they could do nothing more than cdnti-' 
nue their Courfe all Night, which they- did, and' 
found them next Morning out of Sight, excepting 
a Ketch *' and fome few Gallivats, (/ mail fort of 
Vejfels fomething like the Feluccas of the Mediterranean, 
and hoi ft s, like them , triangular Sail sS) They bore down, 
which the Ketch perceiving, tranfported her Peo- 
ple on Board a Gal li vat, and fet fire to her ^ the' 
other proved too nimble and made off. The fame 
Day they chafed another Gallivat and took her, 
being come from Gogo, bound for Callicut with 
Cotton. Of thefe Men they enquired concerning 
the Fleet, fuppofing they muft have been in it; 
and altho’ they protefted they had not feeri a Ship 
or Boat fmce they left 6^0, and pleaded very ear- 
neftly for Favour *, yet they threw all their Cargo; 
over-board, and fquezed their Joints in a Vice, to 
extort Confeflion : But they entirely ignorant of 
who or what this Fleet fliould be, were obliged not 
only to fuftain this Torment, but next Day a frefh 
eafterly Wind having fplit the Gallivhts Sails, 
they put her Company into the Boat, with nothing 
but a Try fail, no Provifions, and only four Gallons 
of Water, (half of it Salt,) and then out of Sight 
of Land, to ihift for themfelves. 

For the better elucidating of this Story, it may 
be convenient to inform the Reader, who' Angrid 
■ • 4 - ■ ’ *« • ' r , i* * 
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is, and what the Fleet were, that had lb fcurvily 
behaved themfelves. ; ; 

Angria is a famous Indian Pyrate, of' confiderable 
Strength and Territories, that gives continual Di- 
fturbance to the European (and efpecially the Englijh) 
Trade : His chief Hold is Callabay not many Leagues 
from Bombay , and has one Ifland in Sight of that 
Port, whereby he gains frequent Opportunities of 
annoying the Company. It would not be fo infii- 
perable a Difficulty to fupprefs him, if the Shallow- 
nefs of the Water did not prevent Ships of Wat 
coming nigh : And a better Art he has, of bribing 
the Mogufs Minifters for Prote&ion, when he finds 
an Enemy too powerful. 

In the Year 1720, the Bombay Fleet confiding of 
four Grabbsy (Ships built in India by the Company , and 
have three Mafify a Prow like a Row-G alley , infiead of 
a Boltfprity about 150 Tons are officered and armed 
like a fytan of Wary for Defence and Protection of the 
Tradey) the London , Chandois 7 and two other Ships 
with Gallivats, who befides their proper Compli- 
ments, carried down 1000 Men to bombard and bat- 
ter Gayray a Fort belonging to Angria , on the Ma~ 
lobar Coaft, which they having performed ineffectu- 
ally, were returning to Bombay , and, tomake amends, 
- fell in with the Pyrates, to the Purpofe has been 
already related. Captain Vptony Commadore of 
that Fleet, prudently ob jetting to Mr. Brown , (who 
went General,) That the Ships were not to be ha- 
zarded, fince they failed without their Governor 
Boonh Orders to engage •, and befides, that they 
did not come out with fuch a Defign. This favou- 
rable Opportunity of deftroying the Pyrates, an- 
gered the Governor, and he transferred the Com- 
mand of the Fleet to Captain Mackray who had 
Orders immediately to purfue and engage, where 
ever he met them. 

V I 
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The Vice-Roy of Goa, affifted by the Englijh 
Company’s Fleet from Bombay , did attempt the 
Reduction of Cajlaba, his principal Place, landed 8 or 
i oooo Men the next Year, the Engliflr Squadron oT 
Men of War being then in thofe Seas ^ but having 
viewed the Fortification well, and expended fome 
of their Army by Sicknefs and the Fatigues of a 
Camp, ^carefully withdrew again., 
u I return to j the r Pf rates, who, after they had 
fent away the Gallivats People, refolved to cruife r 
to the Southward \ and the next Day, between Goa 
and Carwar, heard feveral Guns, which brought i 
them to an Anchor, and they fent their Boat on 
the Scent, who returned about two in the Morn- 
ing, and brought; Word of two- Grabs lying at 
Anchor in the Road* They weighed and ran to- 
wards the Bay, till Day-Light gave the -Grabs \ 
Sight of them, and was : but juft Time enough to 
get under Jndia Diva C aftle, out of their reach; 
this difpleafed the Py rates the more, in that* they y . 
wanted Water ; and fame were for making a Des- 
cent that Night and taking the Uland, but it not being 
approved of by the Majority, they proceeded to 
the Southward, and took next in their Way, a 
fmall Ship out of Omore Road, with only a Dutch j 
Man and two Poriuguefe on Board. They fent one of 
thefe on Shore to the Captain, to acquaint- him, 
if he would fuppiy them with fome Water, and r 
frefh Provifions, he fhould have his Ship again ; and 
the Mafter returned for anfwer, by his Mate Prank 
Harmlefsy that if they would deliver him Pofleilion 
over the Bar, he would comply with their Requeft ; 
the Propofal the Mate thought was collufive, and 
they rather jump’d into HarmUfs * s Opinion, (who 
very honeftly entered with them,) and refolved * to 
feek Water at the Laccadeva Iflands ; lb having lent > 
the other Perfbns on Shore, with threats, that he 
fhould be the laft Man they would give Quarter 

t0 * 
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too, (by Reafonpf this uncivil Ufage ; )uhey put 
dire&ly for the Iflands, and arrived there in three 
Days : Where being informed by a Menchew they 
took ( with the Governor of Canwars Pais,) of thete 
being no Anchor-Ground among them, and Melin- 
da being the next convenient Ifland, they fent their 
6oacs on Shore, to fee if there was any Watery and 
\vhether it was inhabited or not; who returned 
with an Anfvver; to their Satisfa&ion, viz,, that thete 
was abundance of good Water, and many Houles, 
but deferted by the Men, who had fled to the 
neighbouring Ifiands on the Approach of Ships, 
and left only the Women and Children to guard 
one another. The Women they forced in a Bar- 
barous Manner to their Lufts, and to requite them, 
deftroyed their Cocoa Trees, and fired feveral of 
their Houles, and Churches . (I luppofe built by the 
Portuguefe, who formerly ufed there, in their Voy- 
ages to India.) - > , *y : : , 

While they were at this Ifland, they loft three 
or four Anchors, by the Rockynefs of the Ground,* 
jPreftmefs of Winds, and at laft were forced thence 
by a harder Gale than ordinary, leaving 70 People, 
Blacks and Whites, and moft of their Water Casks : 
In ten; Days they regained the Ifland again, filled 
their Water, and took the People on Board. 

Provisions were very lcarce, and they now re- 
lolved to vifit their good Friends the Dutch , at Co- 
chin , who, if you will believe thefe Rogues, never 
fail of fupplying Gentlemen of their Profeflion. 
After three Days fail, they arrived off Tellechery , 
and took a fmall Veffel belonging to Governor 
Adams, John Tawh Mafter, whom they brought on 
Board very drunk, and he giving an AccountvOf 
. Captain Maclira^ fitting out, put them in a Tern- 
| peft of Paffion / A Villain , fay they, that we have 
treated fo civilly , as to give him a Ship and other Trefents, 
and now to he armed againji us, he ought to he hanged ; 
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rand fwce we cannot jhow our Refentment on him y let ns 
hang thei Dogs his People, who with him welL and, would 


-v* Englaiid/ * 
i Whence they proceeded to Calicut'-xtiheie they en- 
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was one of Captain Machra*^ Officers, and detained, 
was under the Declc at this Time, and command- 
ed both by the Captain and Quarter Mafter of the 

».**,*■ au _ , i j , i n j.L i T)UI: J^> '*• i_ ~11'L!± 


got clearTasking the/Reafon why he was not there 
&J&e N ?sAndv^heh>he would have excufeff ' him fel fj 
threaded on the Ij ’like ‘Neglefl J p6 n &otf£; Ifi nf^ 1 ait 
which the other beginning to expostulate Farther, 
and claim their Promile of putting him afhore 3 
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and whole Priviledge it was to do fo, ^ being lame of 
,his Hands, and unable 1 ’ 1 °r ‘ ; ; t( ] 

1 The next Day in their PalTage down, came up 
with & Dutch Gdfli6t, ‘ bound for Cdfiiuti witli' Ciifib 
Stone, and aboard of her they put Captain Tawke, 



and Particularly this Supply we are now feekin? for 3 at the 

Hands^op the Dutch . ' J( 1 r; ‘ ' r lJ ' ;r ’ r; " ,iv : v;i 
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It was but one Day more before they arrived off 
Cochin ^wliere^ by a- Fifhing-Canoe, they fent a Lef- 
ter on' Shore : and in the Afternoon, with the Sea- 


breeze, ran into the Road and anchored, ^fahiting 
the Fort with 1 1 Guns each Ship, and received the 
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Retfirn^fri an equal Number ; a good Omen of the 
welcome Reception they found ; for at Night there 
came ori f Board a large Boat, deeply -laden with 
frefH- Frovifions and Liquors, and with it a Servant 
(Of^a Favourite Inhabitant) called John Trumpet : He 
told’ them they rnuft /immediately weigh, ^ and run 
faTtKer-to the Southward, where they foould be; 
fupphed with all ; Things they wanted, naval Stores 
or Frovifions. cycu *\/ • • \T: 

-‘They had not been long at Anchor again, before 
they had foveral Canoes on Board with both black : 
andwhite Inhabitants, who continued, without In- 
terruption, all good Offices, during their Stay ; 
particularly John Trumpet brought a large Boat of* 
Arracky ithan which,' nothing could be more plea- 
fmg ; (aboiit po Legers*) as alfo 66 Bales of Sugar ; ; 
an Offering; its prefumed, from the Governor and 
his Daughter; who, in ^Return, had a fine Table- : 
Clock fent him, (the j P lunder of Captain Madras: 
Ship,) and flie a large Gold Watch, Earners of the 
Pay they deflgned to* make. O * ’ * ; • ; 

Wh^ii ^they hadvall on Board, they paid Mr. > 
Trumpet to his Satisfaction, it, was computed, 6 or j 
7 ^poo /. gave him three Cheers, rr Guns each Ship, ? 
and"; throwM Ducatoons into his Boataby hand- 
fuls, Tor the Boat-Men^ to fcramble for. r i!w *4 . ^ 

‘"That Night being)little Wind, rdid t not weigh, 
and Trumpet y in the Morning, waked them r to the> 
Sight of more Arrack; Chefts .of Piece-Goods, and 
ready «made Clothes, t bringing the Fifcal of the’ 
Plate alfo with himw At Noon, while thole were 
on Board, faw a Sail to the Southward, which they, 
weighed, and chaced after; but foe having a good 
Offing, got: to the Northward of > them,^and an-- 
chored a fmall Diftance from Cochinl&Qvt ;• the afore- 
mentioned Gentlemen laffuring/ them, ( that they.} 
tvould not be molefied in taking; her from; under 
the Caftle, follicited before hand for the buying, her, 
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and advifed them to ftand in, which they did bold-^ 
!y, to board her but when they came within a 
Cable’s length or two of the Chace, now near Shore, > 
the Fort fired two final! Guns, whole Shot falling 
nigh rtheir Muzzels, they , inftantly bore out of the> 
Road, made an eafy Sail to the Southward, and an- 
chored at Night ii) their former Birth, where John ; 
Trumpet , to engage . their Stay a little longer, in- 
formed them, that in a few Days a very rich Ship , 
was to pals by j commanded by the General of Bom - 
bay’s Brother. >? Lw \/ i r ,.{t 

-This Governor is an Emblem of foreign Power* 
What Inconvenience and Injury muft the Matter’s* 
Subjects fuftain under one who can truckle to fuch * 
treacherous and bafe Means;,' as correfponding and\ 
trading with Pyrates to enrich himfelf ? : Certainly 
fuch a Man wilLftickle at no Injuftice to repair~or 
make a Fortune, x He has the Argumentum baclllum 
always in his own Hands, and* caii convince, when* 
he pleafes, in half the Time of other Arguments^; 
that Fraud and Oppreffion is Law. That he im-, 
ploys Inftruments in fuch dirty Work,? expreffes 
the Guilt and Shame, but < no way mitigates the 
Crime. John Trumpet was the Tool but, as the Dog 
faid in the- Fable, on another Occafion, What is 
done by the Mafler’s Orders , is the Mafters ABions. ,7 m > 
I cannot but reflect, on this Occafion, what a vile 
Government Sancho Pancho had of it j he had not on-c 
ly fuch Tercjuifites refcinded^ but \was really almoft 
ftarved the Victuals taken from him almoft every 
Day, and only under a Pretence of preferving his 
Excellency’s Health : But Governments differ.^; / » 
From Cochin forne were for proceeding to Mada-* 
gafcar dire&ly *, others thought it proper to cruize ’ 
till they got a Store-Ship, and thefe being the IVJa- 
jority, they ply’d to the Southward, and after fome 
Days fa w a Ship in Shore, which being to Wind-^ 
ward of them. r ? they could not get nigh, till the. 
, .* " Sea 
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thinking to enclofe her between But to their 
Aftonilhment, and contrary to Expectation, when 
Day broke, infteadof the Chace, found, themfelves 
very near five Sail of tall Ships, who immediately 
making a Signai for the Pyrates to bear down, put 
them in the utmoft Confufion, particularly Taylor's 
Ship, becaufe their Confort was at a Diftance from 
them, (at leaft three Leagues to the Southward) 
they flood to one another, and joined, and. then, .to- 
gether’ made the beft of their Way from the ’-Fleet* 
whom they judged to be commanded by Captain 
Machra y of whole Courage having Experience, 
they were glad to Ihun any farther Tafte of 
In thfee Hours Chace, ,none of the Fleet gaining 
upon them, excepting one Grab, their dejeCted 
Countenances cleared tip again, the more, in that 
a Calm fucceeded for the , Remainder of that Day 5 
and in the Night, with the Land Wind, they ran 
dire&ly off Shore, and found next Day, to, their 
great Confolation, that they had loft Sight of ail 
the Fleet. v ’ ‘ 1 ; f 

This Danger elcaped, they propoled to {pend 
Chriftmas (the Chriftmas of 1720) in Carowzing 
and Forgetfulnefs, and kept it for three Days in a 
wanton and riotous Way, not only eating, but 
wafting their frefli Provilions in. fo wretched and 
inconfiderable a Manner, that when they! had. 
agreed after this to proceed to Mauritius , they were* 
in that Paffage at an Allowance of a Bottle of Wa- 
ter per Diem y and not, above two Pounds of Beef^ 
and a fmall Quantity of Rice, for ten Men for a 
Day •, fo that had it not been for the leaky Ship, 4 
(which once they were about to have quitted, and 
had done, but for a Quantity of Arrack and Sugar 
She had on Board,) they muft moft of them have 
perilhed. * ' 

I 3 In 
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, In this Condition they . arrived at dhe Ifland 
of Mauritius y about the Middle of February , : Iheafb- 
ed and refitted .the, Fittory, ancf on the $th ot Apfil 
failed again, leaving this terrible. Infcription on 
one of the Wal ls. Left this Place, the t ^ili ! ‘af April* 
tP go t° ..Madagalcar for Limes, * ap 4 ; th\K (lifcf 

Lawyers an.d.JVten of Buftnefs) any Vilits fliould be 
paid in their Ahlence : However, they did not fail 
direftly for f 'Madagafcarybixt^ thjsf Ifland, lM(iJcmne± 
and luckily as ^Rogues could wifli, they ..found, at 
their Arrival on the 8 th, a : Ponuguefe. Ship at An- 
chor, of 70 Guns, but moft of them thrown over-* 
board, her Mafts loft, and f lb much difabled by a 
violent Storm they had met with in the Latitude 
of 1 3 0 South, thatihe became a Prize to the Py- 
rates, with very little or no. Reliftance, and a glo- 
rious one indeed, having the Conde deEriceira, Viceroy 
of Goa, who made that ff uitlefs Expedition againft 
Angria, the Indian , and feveral other Paffengers on 
Board *, who, as they could not be ignorant of the' 
Treasure Ip^a^Jn, did^aflertj that in the Angle 
Article of Diaihonds, there was" to the Yalue^.of 
between three and four Millions of Dollars, VT.j . 

The Vice-Roy, who came on Board that Morn- 
ing, in Expeftatioin of the Ships beingfngfijbj was 
made a Prifoner, and obligedto ranlome y but in 
Confideration of his great Lofs, (the Prize being. 
Part his own,) they agreed after lome Demurrings, 
to accept of 2000 Dollars, an 4 let him and the 
other Priloners afhore, with Promifes to leaye a 
Ship that they might Tr anfport themfelves,, becaule 
the Ifland was not thought in a Condition to maintain 
fo great a Number ; and- tho’ they , h?d learned , 
from them, the. Account' of an Oftendef/ being, to 
3 Leewar^;of. t : n§ Ifland, vyhich they took on jr|iat . 
Information, (being formerly the Greyhound Galley 
of London f) and could conveniently have comply ’d 
with fo'- fealbnable a Requeft *, yet they lent the 
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OJlender with Tome of their jPeople to M<xdagafcar y 
with .or* their .%cce r fs, tod, to prepare Mafts 
fot theiP.rize .v #nd followed themfelves fodn after, 
without n fegarafo the Sufferers, carrying zoo Mo^ 
zambigu^g grqes with them jn the. Portqgyefe ShipJ 
Madagafcar is an Ifland larger than :GnatrBritain y :r 
niofl of it within t:he^ropick of Capricorn, and lays 
ESft r from tHeEaftern Side of Africa', it abounds 
\yith ijrqviiipnS; of all Sorts, Oxen, Goats* [ Sheep; 
Poultry, Fillip Citrons, Oranges, Tamarinds, Dates,,: 
Coco-Nuts,. Bananas, Wax, ‘Honey, .Rice -,i, oria 
fljort,* j^ottou, Indigo, j or any other Thing they 
will take. Pains to plant,, and .haye Undecftanding 
to manage,:. Jhey have likewife Ebony, a hard Wood . h 
like Brafil, of which they make their Lances ^ and 
Gum of feveral Sorts, Benzin, Dragon’s Blood, 
Aloes, &c* ,What is moft. incommodious, are the 
numerous Swarms of [Locufts on the Land, and 
Crocodiles or Alligators din their Rivers. / Hither, 
in St.\ Auguftirf s Bay, the Ships fometimes touch ; 
for. Water, .when they take the inner Paffage for 
India , and do not defisn to.ftop at Johanna l and we t 
may olbf^rve • frp^m the fixth general Voyage fet ; 
forth by the Eaft-India Company, in Confirmation 
of what i;s hereafter laid in f Relation to Currents ; 
m general } that this inner Paffage or Channel,' r 
has its Northern and Southern Currents ftron- 
geft where the Channel* is narroweft, and is left, 
and varies on different /Ppints of the Compafs, a$ • 
the Sea comes to fpread again* in the Paffage crofs 
the: Line.. | (•; vj'iTiol s/L , - ' 

Since the Difcovery v of this Ifland by the Tortu- 
guefe, A. D Vj 1 50 5 , the & iropeans, and particularly ■ 
Py rates, have increaled a dark Mulatto Race there, 
tho’ ftill fevv.in Companion .with, the Natives, 
who are Negroes, with curled fhort Hair, A&ive, 
and formerly reprefented malicious, and revenge- 
ful, now tra&able and communicable, perhaps ow- 
. 1 4 ing 
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ing to the Favours and Generality in Cloathing 
and Liquors, they from Time to* Time have re- 
ceived from thefe Fellows, who live in all poffiblp ' 
Friendfhip, and can, any lingle Man of them, com?- 
manda Guard of 2 or 300 at a Minute’s warning 
This is farther the Native’s Intereft, : to cultivate 
with them, becaufe the Ifland being divided into 
petty Governments and Commands, the Pyrates, 
fettled here, who are now a conliderableNumber, and 
have little Caftles of their own, can preponderate r 
wjiere-ever they think fit to lide. # * ’ “ 1 

When- Taylor came with the Portuguefc Prize here, 
they found the Oftender had play ed their Men a 
Trick, for they took Advantage of their Drink, 
rife upon them, and (as they heard . afterwards} 
carried the Ship to Mozambique, whence the Gover- 
nor ordered her for Goa.- - - " % 

Here the Pyrates-came, ' cleaned the Caffandra , 
and divided their Plunder, fharing 42 fmall Dia- 
monds a Man, or in lefs Proportion according to 
their Magnitude. An ignorant, or a merry Fellow, 
who had only one in 'this Divifion, as being judged 
equal in Value to 42 fmall, 1 muttered very much 
at the Lot, and went and broke it in a Morter, 
fwearing afterwards, he had a better Share than 
any of them, for he had beat it, he faid, into 
43 Sparks. ‘ 4 * : : - ' ' ' r ^ * • r ; , ; 

Thofe who were not for running the Hazard of 
their Necks; with 42 Diamonds, befides other 
Treafure, in their Pockets, knocked off, and flay’d 
with their . old Acquaintance at Madagafcar y on 
mutual Agreements, the longer Livers to take all. 
The Reftdue having therefore no Occafion for 
two Ships, the ffttory being leaky, ihe was burnt, 
the Men (as many as would) coming into the Caf- 
fandra , under the Command of Taylor , who we 
myft leave 
of 



a Time, projecting either for Cochin , to 
their Diamonds among their pld Friends 
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tlie Dutch y or; ,elfe for the RM or China Seas, to> 
avoid the Men of War, that continually clamou- 
red in, the}r. Ears, a Noife , of Danger, and give 
the little Account we are able, of that Squadron,) 
who arrived ( in India , eai ly in- the Year 1 '■72.1 • , *r? i > e* t* 

. At Cafe Good <Hofe y in June, the Commadore met r 
with a Letter, which was left for him by fhe Go-1 
vernor of Madras y to whom it was wrote by the Go* 
vernor of Pondicherry, a French Fattory, on the Coro-> 
t^ondel Coaft, fignify ing, the Py rates at the Writing 
of^it, were then ft rong in the Indian Seas, having 1 r 
Sail and 1500 .Men, but that many of them went' 
away about that Time, for the Coaft of Brazil, and 
Guinea \ others fettled and fortified themfelves at 
Madagafcar y Mauritius , Johanna ,] and Mohilla.-r And? 
that others under. Gonden, in a Ship , called -the Dm-: 

^ 9 °r f Moor 7 s VeiTe^ coming from Ivd- 

da and Mocho, with thirteen Lackies of Rupees 4 oh" 
Bpara, ( i.e V: i%ooooo half Crowns J who havings 
divided the Plunder, burnt their' Ship andv Prized 
and fat down quietly with their other Friends at" 
Madagascar ., ; , < ^ 1 ri ; . r f A ,• M ftt 

r The Account contain’d federal < other Things' 

which we have before related. - Commadore 

Matthews, upon receiving this Intelligence, and' be- ' 

•he came out for/haftenld 
to thole Iftands, as the moft . hopeful Places- of 
Sucpefs j at St. Mary's would have engaged Enrtand 
with Promifes of Favour, if he .would commui-' 
nicate what he knew, concerning -the CaffandraJ : 
and the reft of the Pyrates, and alfift in thevPiio-* 
tage ^ but England . was wary, and thought;*' this'’ 
* as to furrender at Difcretion, fo they took 'upithed 
Judda Ship’s Guns that was burnt, and <. the: Men r 
of .War difperfed themfelves on* feveral Voyages 
And Crimes afterwards, as was thought likelieft 
to fucceed, tho’ to no Purpofj? : Then the Squa- 
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dron went down to [ ;Bombay y were faluted by thd ' 
Fort, and came home. — ; 

The Py rates, I mean thofe of the Caffandra, no$ \ 
Captain Taylor , : fitted the Portuguejfe Man ;df;WaVj ’ 
and refolved upon another Voyage to the Indies , 
notwithftanding the Riches they had heaped up - 
but as they were preparing to fail, they heard of 
the four Men of War comine; after them to thofe 
Seas, therefore they altered their Minds, fail’d '.for 
tl>e Main of Africa, and put in at a'littie ' Plac/* 
/ailed Delagoa , near - the River de'Spiriht* SdjtSlo," pr£| 
the, Coaft of Monornotapa, in 2 6 Q South Latitude. 
They believed this *tobe a Place of Security,* in^ 
regard that th/- Squadron could not poffibly ,get 
Intelligence of them^ : there being no Correfpon- 
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dence over ' Land f ,; nor any Trade carried on by 
Sea,' between that and the Cape, where the Meh;^ 
of War were then fuppofed to be. The Pyratesi? 
came to iri the Evening, and were furprized with a 
few * Shot i from" the Shore, not knowing of any 
Fortification or European Settlement in that Part of 
the World s lo they anchored at a Pittance that ' 
Night, . and perceiving, in the Morning, a filial! 
Fort of fix Guns, they run up 'to it^ arid bat-.' 
tered it ^do wn: -h ' I - .* ’f 
IThis Fort was ’ built ' and fettled by the Dutch 1 [ 
Eaft- India Company, ia- few Months before, for * 
what Purpofe/ I 1 know not, and having left 1 50 
Men upon the Place,* they were theh d windled to a 
third Part by Sickiiefs and Cafualties, and never 
after received any Relief or NecefTaries \ fo thaV* 1 
Sixteen; * of thofe that Were left, upon their hum- 
ble Petition,' were admitted on Board the Pvrates, 
and all: the reft would have had the fame Favour ; 
(they faid) had they been any other than Dutch . 

I mention this^ as’ aii Inftance of their Ingratitude, 
who had been ;'fb much obliged to their Country- 
men for Support. 

Here 
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Here they ftaid f jabov;e four^ Months, ; carreened 
both their; Ships, and took their Biverfions< with 
Security, till they had expended all- their Proyi-* 
lions, and then put| to Sea*- leaving conliderable 
Quantities of Mullins, (Chintzes, and fuch Goods 
behind, . to the hajlf dlaryed Dutch: •• Men, ' r which’ en^ 
abled thehi tp : makg good Pennyworths vtot the next 
that $a$ie, tQ r whggpi they bartered for Proviflons, 
at the Rate of ^hree Farthings an Englifh Yard. ' v 
[’t.TheyZ.left, DelagM % he latter {End of December 
17321, but not agreeing where, /or, ■ how t-o proceed* 
they concluded to part, To thole who were for coa- 
tiriuingthat fort of Life, went on '-Board the Forty* 
guefe, ( Prize, and fleeted for Madagascar to their 
Friends,, with whom I hear they are now fettled 
and the reft tpofe 'GaJfaydraUMX&ifatled for’- the; 
Spanijh We fl- Indies.;? The Mermaid Man of War hap- 
pening then to be down on the Main with a Convoy* 
a'bp^f jQ, Leagues front thefe Eyrates* would have 
gpne^.^nd attacked) them v but on, a Confultation- 
of the Mafters, whofe Safety he*, was particularly’ 
to regard, they agreed their own Rrote&ion was of 
more Service than <jd§ftroying the Pyrate, andofor 
the Commander wa&iinwiliingly withheld/. He dis- 
patched a Sloop tQjamaica,) with the News, which*, 
brought down the Lante(fon$ only a Bay, or two,* too; 
late, they having 0 juft before he came, ilur rendered? 
with all their Riches, to the?. Governor ; of Fond: 
Bello . 

Here they fate down to fpend the Fruits of their 
dilhoneft Induftry, dividing the Spoil and Plunder 
of Nations among themfelves, without the leaft 
Remorfe or Compun&ion, fatisfying their Conlci- 
ence with this Salvo, that other People would 
have done as much, had . they the like Opportu- 
nitiess. 1 can’t fay, but that if they had known 
what was doing in England^ at the fame Time by 
the Soitfh-Sea Dire&ors, and their Dire&ors, they 

would 
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would certainly have had this Refle£tion for their 
Confolation, viz. That what ever Robberies ' they had 
committed, they might be pretty fure they were not the 
greatefi Villains then living in the World. ' 

It is a difficult Matter to make a Computation 1 
of the Mifchiel that was done * *by this Crew in 
about five Years Time, which- is much more than 
the Plunder they gained, for they often funk or 
burnt the V elfel they took, as it Tuited their Hu- ; 
mour or Circumftances, fometimes to- prevent gi- 
ving Intelligence, fometimes becaufe they did not 
leave Men to navigate them, and at other Times 
out of Wantonnefs, or becaufe they were difplea- 
ied at the Mailer’s Behaviour • for any of thefe 
it was but to give the Word, and down went Ships 
and Cargoes to the Bottom of the Sea. ‘ : ■ - * 
- Since their Surrender to the Spaniards, I am in- 
formed feveral of them have 'left the Place, and' 
difper fed themfel ves elfewhere •, ' eight of them 
were fhipp’d about- November Taft, in one of the 
South-Sea Company’s Affiento Sloops, and paffed for 
Ship-wreck’d Men, came to Jamaica, and there failed 
in other Veffels •, and I know one of them that came 
to England this Spring from thatlfland. Tis laid 
that Captain' Taylor ; has taken " a Commiffion in the 
Spanip Service; and commanded the Man of War 
that lately attack’d the EngUJh Log- Wood Cutters 
in the Bay of Honduras. < • . /. 1. 
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\Harles Vane was one of thofe who ftole away 
the Silver which the Spaniards had filhed up 
from the Wrecks of the Galleons, in the 
Gulph of Florida , and was at Providence (as has 
been before hinted) when Governor Rogers arrived* 
there with two Men of War; 7 

. All the Py rates -who were found at this Colony 
of Rogues, lubmitted, and received Certificates of 
their Pardon, except Captain Vane and his Crew^ 
who, as foon as they faw the Men of War enter, 
flipp’d their Cable, fet Fire to a Prize they had in 
the Harbour, and failed out with their pyratical 
Colours flying, firing atone of the Men of War as 
they went off. ; -* • " - ' fU '' r h i 

Two Days after they went out, they met with 
a Sloop belonging to Barbadoes, which they made 
Prize of, and kept theVeffel for their own Ufe, 
putting aboard five and twenty Hands/ with one 
Teats to command them. A Day or two after- 
wards they fell in with a fmall interloping Trader, 
with a Quantity of Spanijh Pieces of Eight aboard, 
bound into Providence, called the John and Elizabeth, 
S** ’ |fV ‘ which 
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which they alfo took along with them. With thele 
two Sloops Vane went to a fmall Ifland and cleaned $ 
where they feared their Booty, and fpent fome 
Time in a riotous Manner of Living, as i f s the Cu- 
ftom of Pyrates. 


The latter- End of May 1718, they fail’d, and 
being in want of Proviflons,i they beat up for the 
Windward Iflands, and met with a Spanljh Sloop 
bound from Porto Rico to the Havana , which they 
burnt, and flowed the Spaniards in a Boat, and left 
them to get to the Ifland, by the : Light of their Vet 
fel/ But fleering between vSt. Ghriflophers and An* 
guilla , they fell in with a Brigantine and a Sloop/ 
with the Cargo they wanted //from ..whom they 
got Provifions for Sea-Store, f i 0 ti / 

Sometime after this, flanding to the Northward, 
in the Track the Old-Englandn Ships take, in their 
Voyage to the American Colonies, they took feveraf 
Ship s and Veife 1 s, which they plundered: -flf 
they thought/^ *, v> dc'xO 

The latter End of. Augnjt r . Vane, with his Cdnfort; 
Yeats y came oft' South-Carolina 7 and, took a Ship be-i 
longing to Ipfwich^ one Cogger jhall Commander,' laden 
with Logwood, which was thought convenient 
enough for their own Bufmefs, and therefore order-" 
ed theit Pcifonprs, .to wprk, ; and 7 ;thrqw all; the La* 
ding overboard • /but when they had mote than 
half cleared the Ship, the 3 ^him L , changed/ j and; 
then they /would not hay had) 
his Ship again, and he was Tuffered to purfue, 
his Voyage home., In this Cru'ze the Rover took 
feveral other Ships , and Vefl^ls, particularlygan 

Slrinn from RarHaAnif^ T)iil M aiWr ?j a fmall Klarrfi 
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Curaccoy. Jt&h&ds .. Mailer / and a large, Brigantine, 
Captain Tbompjony from Guinfy^ with ninety- odd 
Negroes aboard. The Py ra tes jplundered v them all 
and let guttiiig* ; ijie^Negrdes out ^of the' 

‘ \ ‘ Brigan- 
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Brigantine aboard of Teat’ s Veflel, by which Mean* 
they came back again to the right Owners. 

For Captain Vane, having always treated his 
Conlort with very little Refpeft, affuming a Supe- 
riority over Teats and his, fraall Crew, and regar^ 
ding the Veflel but as a Tender to his own * gave 
them a Difguft, who thought themielves as good 
Pyrates, and as great Rogues as the beft of them • , 
fo they cafcall’c 1 together, and refolved to take the 
t firft Opportunity to leave the Company * and accept 
9 r.h ; is" Majefty’s Pardon, or fet up for themfelves* 
either of which they thought more honourable than 
to be Servants to the former: and the putting 
aboard fo many Negroes, where they found fo few 
Hands to take Care of them, .fii.ll aggravated the 
Matter, though they thought fit to conceal or ftifle 
mair. B^efeatip.ent^at; tnatTiiye^^* j v . 
f . 'A Day, or two afterwards, the?, Pyrates lying off 
at Anchor, Teats in the Evening flipp’d his Gable, 
and put his^effej. under Sail, ftanding into the 
§hore*, wliichj when Vane faiy, he was highly pro* 
Vpked, arid got.' his Sloop under Sail to chafe his 
Confdrt, who," he plainly perceived, had a Mind to 
Tiave no fii^thef Affairs with him : Vane's Brigan- 
tine failing beft,, he gained Ground of* Teats, and 
would certainly have come . up with him, had he 
Had a littlp Jonger Run for it ybutjiift as he got over 
the Bar " when EWe came within Grun-fhot -of .him* 
he fired a Broadfide at his . old^Friend, (vyhich did 
Him no Daipage,Y and fo took his Leave. y-, ► 

Tjhtesr'xSme -into, North Ediftp River, about ten 
Leagues Southward of Charles-Town , and fent an 
Exprefs to the Governor, to know if he and his 
Comrades "might have the Benefit of his Majefty’s 
Pardon, and they would fiirrender themfelyes to 

his Mercy^ \yith the; Sloops’ and Negroes : which 

.4t- * ' ! Vj$SUl ,0 y ' -f. -• ftv O Uirr v, i . V* j > _ 

being granted, they all came up aiid received Cer- 

j.dificates: 
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tificates ; " and Captain Tbompfon,' from whom the 
Negroes were taken, had them re'ftored to hiiri, 
for theUfeof his Owners’. \ ' - 

, Vane cruifed fbme Time off the Bar, in hopes to 
catch Teats at his coming out again, but thefein he 
was difappointed • however: he unfortunately for 
them, took two Ships from Charles-Town 7 boun& home 
to England. It happen’d that juft at this Time two 
Sloops well mann’d and arm’d, were equipp’d to go 
after a Pyrate, which the Governor of Soufh-Carolina 
was informed, lay then in Cape Fear River, a clean- 
ing : But Colonel Rtiet, who commanded the Sloops, ; 
meeting with one of the Ships that Vane had plun- 
dered, going back over the Bar, for fuch Neceffa- 
ries as had been taken from her, and {he giving the 
Colonel an Account of her being taken by the Py- 
rate Vane y and al lo, that fome of her Men, while 
they were Prifoners on Board of him, had heard 
the Py rates fay, they fhould clean in one of the 
Rivers to the Southward *, he, altered his firft 
Defign, and inftead of {landing to the Northward, 
in purfuit of the Pyrate in Cape Fear River, he 
turns to the Southward after Vane\ who had order- 
ed fiich Reports to be given out, on purpofe to 
fend any Force that fhould come after him, upon 
a wrong Scent; for r in Reality he flood away to 
the Northward, fo that the Purfuit proved to be 
the contrary Way. ] V, V 

Colonel Rket's fpeaking with this Ship, was the 
mod unlucky Thing that could have happened, : bef* 
caufe it turned him out of the Road, which in all 
Probability, would have brought him into the Com- 
pany. of :Pane, as well as of the Pyrate he went 
after ; and lb they might have been both deftroy’d; 
whereas, by the Colonel’s going a different Way, he 
not only loft the Opportunity of meeting with 
one, but if the other had riot been infatuated, t& 
lye fix Weeks together at Cape Fear 7 he would 

have 
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Have miffed of him likewife : However, the Collo- 
nel having fearched the Rivers and Inlets, as di- 
reeled, for feveral Days, without Succefs, at length 
failed in Profecution of his firft Defign, and met 
With the Pyrate accordingly, whom he fought and 
took, as has been before fpoken of, in the Hiftory of 
Major Bonnet . W; * . - 4 f. , 

Captain Vane went into an Inlet to the North- 
ward, where he met with Captain T hatch, or Teach$ 
otherwife call’d Black-beard, whom he faluted (when 
he found who he was) with hig great Guns, loaded 
with Shot, (as is the Cuftom among Py rates when 
they meet) which are fired wide, or up into the Air: 
Black-beard anfwered the Salute in the fame Manner,' 
and mutual Civilities palled for fome Days } when 
about the Beginning Of Ottobfr, Vane took Leave, and 
failed further to the Northward. \ 


On the 23d of October , off of Long I [land, he took 
a fmall Brigantine, bound from "Jamaica, to Salem 
in New -Uri gland, John Shattock Matter, and a little 
Sloops they rifled the Brigantine, and fent her 
away. From hence they refolved on a Cruize be- 
tween Cape Meife and Cape Nicholas,; where they 
fpent fome Time, without feeing or Ipeaking with 
any Veffel, till the latter End of November ^then they 
fell upon a Ship, which ? twas expected would have' 
ft ruck as foon as their black Colours were hoifted 3 
but inftead of that, fhe difcharged a Broadfide upoii 
the Pyrate, and hoifted Colours, which fliewed her 
tobeaFr^r^Man of War. Vane uefired to have 
nothing further to fay to her, biff" trimm’d his 
Sails, and flood away from the French Man } but 
Monjieur having a Mind to be better informed who* 
he was, let all his Sails, and crowded after' him.? 
During this Ghace, the Pyrates were divided in 
their Refolutions what to do : Vane, the Captain,' 
was for making off as faft as he could, alledging 

R the' 
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the Man of War was too ftrong to cope with } but 
one John Rackam, who was an Officer, that had a 
kind of a Check upon the Captain, rofe up in De- 
fence of a contrary Opinion, faying, That tho\ jhe 
had more Guns , and a greater Weight of Mettal , they 
might hoard her , and then the befi Boys would carry the 
Day. Eackam was well feconded, and the Majority 
was for boarding ; but Vane urged, That it was too 
rajh and defperate an Enterprise, the Man of War ap- 
pearing to he twice their Force * and that their Brigan- 
tine might be funk by her before they could reach on board • 
The Mate, one Robert Deal , was of Vane s Opinion, 
as were about fifteen more, and all the reft joined 
with Rackam , the Quarter-Mafter. At length the 
Captain made ufe of his Power to determine this 
Dilpute, which, in thefe Cafes, is abfblute and un- 
controulable, by their own Laws, vis* in fighting , 
chafing , or being chafed in all other Matters whatfo- 
ever, he is governed by a Majority ^ fb the Brigan- 
tine haying the Heels, as they term it, of the French 
Man, {he came clear off. 

But the next Day, the Captain’s Behaviour was 
obliged to ftand the Teft of a Vote, and a Re- 
folution pafted againft his Honour and Dignity, 
branding him with the Name of Coward, depo- 
fing him from the Command, and turning him 
outlof the Company, with Marks of Infamy ; 
and, with him, went all thofe who did not Vote for 
boarding the French Man of War. They had with 
them a fmall Sloop that had been takenbythem 
feme Time before, which they gave to Vane , and 
the difearded Members •, and, that they might be 
in a Condition to provide for themfelves, by their 
own honeft Endeavours, they let them havea fuf- 
ficient Quantity of Provisions and Ammunition along 
with them. ** 4 

* I ■ V* ^ 
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John Rackam was voted Captain of the Brigantine* 
in fane's Room* and proceeded towards th Q'Caribbee 
IJlands , where we itrnft leave him, till we have 
finifhedour Story of Charles Vane. Jqh 

The Sloop failed for the Bay of Honduras , and 
Vane' and his Crew put her into as good a Condi* 
tion as they could by the Way, to, follow the old 
Trade. They cruifed two or three Days off the 
North-Weft Part of Jamaica , and took a Sloop and 
two Pettiagas, and all the Men entered with them - 7 
the Sloop they kept, and Robert Deal went Captain 
of her. ’ „ r 

On the 1 5 th. of December the two Sloops came 
into the Bay, where they found only one at an 
Anchor, call’d the Pearly of Jamaica 7 Captain Charles 
Rowling Mafter, who gpt under Sail at the Sight of 
them y but the Pyrate Sloops coming near Rowling , 
and Slewing no Colours, he gave them a Gun or 
two , whereupon they hoifted the black Flag, and 
fired three Guns each, at the Pearl \ fhe ftruck, and 
the Pyrates took PolTeffion, and carried her away 
to a fmall Ifland called Barnachy and there they 
cleaned, meeting in the Way with a Sloop drotn 
Jamaicay Captain WaHden Commander, going down 
to the Bay, which they alfo made Prize of 

In February , Vane failed from Barnachy 111 order 
for a Cruize *, but dome Days after he was out, a 
violent Turnado overtook him, which feparated 
him from his Confort, and after two Days Diftrefs, 
threw his Sloop upon a final! uninhabited Ifland, 
near the Bay of ^HonduraSy where fhe was ftaved to 
Pieces, and moft of her Men drowned : 'Vane him- 
felf wasfaved, but reduced to great Streights, for 
want of Neceffaries, having no Opportunity to get 
any Thing from the Wreck. He lived here fome 
Weeks, and was fubfifted chiefly by Fiihermeii, 
who frequented the Ifland with fmall Craft, from 
the Main, to catch Turtles, 
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While Vane was upon this Ifland, a Ship put in 
from 'Jamaica for Water, the Captain of which, one 
Holford , an old Buccaneer, happened to be Vane's 
Acquaintance , he thought this a good Opportu- 
nity to get off, and accordingly applied^ to his old 
Friend \ but he abfolutely ^redded him, faying to 
him, Charles, 1 fihant trufk you aboard my Ship , un- 
lefs 1 carry you a Pr if oner , for I jhall have you caballing 
with my Men, knock me on the Head , and run avoay with 
my Ship a py rating* Vane made all the Proteftations 
or Honour in the World to him ^ but, it Teems* 
Captain Holford was too intimately acquainted with 
him, to repofe any Confidence at all in his Words \ 
or Oaths. He told him, He might eafdy find a Way 
to get off, if he % had a Mind to it : I am now going down 
the Bay , lays he, and jhall return hither, in about a 
Month and if I find you upon the Ifiand when J come 
back, fit carry you to Jamaica, and ha?jg you . Which 
Way can I get away ? Anlwers Vane: Are there not 
Eifihermen's Dories upon the Beach ? Cant you take one of 
them? Replies Holford, What, fays Vane, would you 
have me fieal a Dory then ? Do you make it a Matter of 
Confidence ? Said Holford , to fieal a Dory, when you have 
been a common Robber and. Pyrate, fiealing Ships and Car - - 
goes, and plundering all Mankind that fell in your Way ? , 

Stay there, and be d nd, if you are fo Squcamijh : And 

lb left him. . 

4 - .After Captain Holford' s Departure, another Ship 
put in to the lame Iffand in her Way home for . 
Water ^ none of whole Company knowing Vane i 
he eafily palfed upon them for another Man, and 
fb vvas ihipp’d 'or the Voyage* One would be apt 
to think that Vane was now pretty fafe, and like- 
ly to efcape the Fate which his Crimes had me* 
rited y but? here* a crofs Accident happen’d that 
ruin’d all : Holford, returning from the Bay, was met 
with by. this Ship*, the Captains being very well 
acquainted together, Holford was invited to dine 
V ' ' aboard 
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aboard of him, which he did ; and as he paffed a- 
iong to the Cabin, he chanced to caft his Eye down 
the Hold, and there law Charles Vane at work y he 
immediately fpoke to the Captain, faying, Ho you 
know who you have got aboard here ? Why , lays he, I 
have fhipf d a Man at fuch an Ifland , who was calt away 
in a trading Sloop , he feems to be a brisk Hand . I tell 
yoiLj lays Captain Hoi ford , it is Vane the notorious 
Pirate. If it be him , replies the other, 1 won’t keep 
him : Why then , fays Holford , I’ll fend and take him 
aboard , fur render him at Jamaica. Which being 

agreed to. Captain Holford y as foon as he returned 
to his Ship, lent hrs Boat with his Mate armed, 
who coming to Vane y fliewed him a Piftol, and told 
him. He was his Prifoner ; which none oppoling, he 
was brought aboard, and put in Irons *, and when - 
Captain Holford arrived at Jamaica , he delivered 
his old Acquaintance into the Hands of Juftice 5 
at which Place he was try’d, convifted, and exe- 
cuted, as was, fome Time before, Fane’s Conlort, 
Robert Deal y brought thither by one of the Meri of 
War, ' '■ ' • • ‘ ‘ ■ s ’ 
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Captain John Rack am 


And his C r E W. 


T HIS John Racham , as has been mentioned 
in the laft Chapter, was Quarter-Matter 
to Vane's Company, till they were divided, 
and Vane turned out for refilling to board and fight 
the French Man of War *, then Racham was voted 
Captain of that Divifion that remained in the Bri- 
gantine. The 24th of November 1718, was thefirft 
Day of his Command, and his firft Cruize was 
among the Cartbbee IJlands , where he took and plun- 
der’d feveral Veffels. 

We have already taken Notice, that when Cap- 
tain Woodes Rovers went to the Ifland of Providence , 
with the King’s Pardon to fuch as Ihould furren- 
der, this Brigantine, which Raclam now comman- 
ded, made its Efcape, thro 5 another Pafifage, bid- 
ding Defiance to Mercy. . .... ^ ^ 

To Windward of Jamaica y a Madera Man fell 
into the Py rates Way, which they detained two 
or three Days, till they had made their Market out 
of her, and then gave her back to the Matter, and 
permitted one Hofea Tifdell y a Tavern-Keeper at 
Jamaica, who had been pick’d up in one of their 
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Prizes, to depart in her, ihe being then bound for 
that Ifland. - • ^ 

After this Cruize, they went into a fmalT Ifland 
and cleaned, and Ipent their Chriftmas afhore, drink- 
ing and carouiing as long as they had any Liquor 
left, and then went to Sea again for more, where 
they fucceeded but too well, though they took no 
extraordinary Prize, for above two Months, ex- 
cept a Ship laden with Thieves from ^Newgate, 
bound for the Plantations, which, in a few Days, was 
retaken with , all her Cargo, by an Englijh Man of 
War. 

Rackam flood off towards the Ifland of Burmudas , 
and took a Ship bound to England from Carolina , 
and a final! Pink from Nexv-England, and brought 
them to the Bahama Iflands, where with the Pitch, 
Tar, and Stores, they clean’d again, and refitted 
their own Veffel ^ but flaying too long in that 
Neighbourhood, Captain Roger /, who was Gover- 
nor of Providence , hearing of thefe Ships being ta- 
ken, lent out a Sloop well mann’d and arm’d, 
which retook both the Prizes, and in the mean 
while the Pyrate had the good Fortune ‘ to ef- 
cape. 

From hence they failed to the Back of Cuba, 
where Rackam kept a little kind of a Family, at 
which Place, they ftaid a confiderable Time, li- 
ving afhore with their Dalilahs, till their Money 
and Provifion were expended, and then they con^ 
eluded it Time to look put : They repaired to their 
Veffel, and was making ready to put Sea, when a 
Guarda del Cofta came*in with a lmall EngllJJj Sloop, 
which Ihe had taken as an Interloper on the Coafl. 
The Spanijh Guardfhip attacked the Pyrate, but 
Rackam being dole in behind a little Ifland, fhe 
could do but little Execution where fhe lay, there- 
fore the Spaniard warps into the Channel that Eve- 
ning, in order to make fure of her the next Mor- 
^ K 4 n’nj. 
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rung. Rackam finding his Cafe defperate, and hard- 
ly any Poffibility of efcaping, refolved .to attempt; 
the following Enterprize ; The Spanijb Prize lying 
for better Security clofe into the Land, between' 
the little liland and; the Main ^ Racism takes his 
Crew into the Boat, with their Piftols and Cut- 
iafhes, rounds the little liland, and falls aboard their 
Prize filentl.y in the dead of the Night, without be- 
ing difcovered, telling the Spaniards th#t were 
aboard of her, that if they \fpoke a Word, or made 
the leaft Noife, they were dead Men, and fo be-r 
came Mailer of her ^ when this was done, he flipt 
fier Cable, and drove out to Sea : The Spanifl) Man 
of War, was fo intent upon their expelled Prize, 
that they minded nothing elfe, apdfalibon .as Day 
broke, made a furious Fire upon the >empty Sloop, 
but it was not long before* they were rightly ap- 
prized of the Matter, and curfed themfelves for 
Fools, to be bit out of a good rich Prize, as fhe N 
prov’dto be, and to have nothing but an old crazy 
jH ull in the room of her. ; 4 

Racham and his Crew had no Occafion to be di£ 
pleaied at the * Exchange, that enabled them to 
continue fome Time longer in a Way of Life that 
fuited their depraved Tempers : In Augufi. 1720, we 
find him at Sea again, fcouring the Harbours and 
Inlets * of the ‘ North and Weft Parts of Jamaica, 
where he took'leveral final) Graft, which proved 
no great Booty to the Rogers, but they had but 
few Men, and therefore they were obliged to 
run at low Game, till they could encreafe their 
Company. ' J 

Iii' the Beginning of September , they took feven 
of eight Filhirig-Boats in Harbour Ijland , ftole their 
Nets and other Tackle, and then went off the : 
French Part of Hifpamola y andManded, and took 
Cattle away, with two or three French Men they 
found near the Water-Side, hunting of wild Hog? 

i -j ' , T ; < . ' , * 
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ip the Evening : The Trench Men came on Board, 
whether by Confent or Compulfion, I can’t fay. 
They afterwards plundered ,tvyo Sloops, and re- 
turned to Jamaica, on the North Coaft of which 
Ifland, near Rorto^Marid Bay,’ they took a Scooner, 
Thomas Spenlow M after *, it was then the 19th of 
Qttober. The next Day, Rackam feeing a Sloop in 
Dry, Harbour Bay, he flood in and , fired a Gun • 
the Men all run afhore, and he took the Sloop 
and Lading, but when thole aihore found them to be 
Py rates, they haded the Sloop, and let them know 
they were all willing to come aboard of them. - 
Rackam s coafting the Ilian d in this Manner, pro? 
ved fatal to him, for Intelligence came to the Go- 
vernor, of his Expedition, by a Canoa which he 
had furprized aihore, in Ocho Bay } upon which a 
Sloop was immediately fitted out, and feat round 
the MandTn queft of him, commanded by Cap- 
tain Barnet , with a good Number of Hands. Ra~ 
cham rounding the Ifland, and drawing near the 
Weftermoft Point, called Point Negril , faw a fmall 
Pettiauger, which at fight of the Sloop, run 
aihore and landed her Men : when one of them 
hailed her, Anfwer was- made, They were Englilh 
JHen, and delired the Pettiauger’s Men to come on 
Board, and drink a . Bowl of Punch, which they 
were prevailed upon to do \ accordingly the Com- 
pany came all aboard of the Pyrate, confifting of 
nine Peifons, in an "ill Hour } they were armed 
with Muskets and Cutlalhes, but, what was their 
real Defign by fo doing, I lhall not take upon me 
to fay but they had no fooner laid down their 
Arms, and taken up their Pipes, but Barnet's Sloop, 
which was/in Purfuit of Rackam s , came in Sight. * 
The Py rates finding flie ftood direftly towards 
her, fear'd the Event, and weighed their Anchor, 
which they but lately let go, and ftood off : Cap-_ 
tain Bytrm gaye them Chace, and having the Ad* 

vantage 
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vantage of little Breezes of Wind, which blew off 
the Land, came up with her, and, after a very 
ffnall Difpute, took her, sand brought her into Port 
Royal , in Jamaica . ^ ' V ' -v - 

/ In about a Fortnight after the Prifoners were 
brought aJhore, viz.. November i < 5 , 1720, a Court 
of Admiralty was held at St. Jagode la Vega, be- 
fore which the ; following Perfons were convifted, 
and Sentence of Death paffed upon them, by the 
Prefident, Sir Nicholas Laws , viz*. John Rackam Cap- 
tain, George Fetherfton Matter, Richard Corner Quarter- 
Matter, John Davis , John Howell , Patrick Carty , Tho- 
mas Earl , James Dobbin and Noah Harwood . The 

five firft were executed the next Day at Gallows 
Point , at the Town of Port Royal , and the rett, the 
Day after, at Kingfton ; Rackam , Fever ft on and Corner , 
were afterwards taken down and hang’d up in 
Chains, one at Plumb Point , one at Bujh Key , and 
the other at Gun Key. 

But what was very furprizing, was, the Con- 
viction of the nine Men that came aboard the 
Sloop the fame Day fhe was taken. They were 
try’d at an Adjournment of the Court, on the 24th 
of January , waiting all that Time, it is fuppofed, for 
Evidence, to prove the pyratical Intention of go- 
ing aboard the faid Sloop *, for it leems there was 
no ACt of Pyracy committed by them, after their 
coming on Board, , as appeared by- the Witneffes 
againft them, who were two French Men taken by 
Rackam , off from the Ifland of Hifpaniola , and de- 
pofed in the following Manner. 

c That the Prifoners at the Bar, viz. John Eat m, 

- Edward Warner , Thomas Baker , Thomas Quick , John 

* Cole , Benjamin Palmer , Walter Roufe , John Han [on , 

c and John Howard, came aboard the Py rate’s Sloop 1 
c at Negril Point , Racham fending his Canoe afliore 

* for that Purpofe: That they brought Guns and 
€ Cutlalhes on Board with them : That when' Cap- 
tain 
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c tain Barnet c hafed them, fome were drinking, 
c and others walking the Deck: That there was a 
c great Gun and a fmall Arm fired by the Pyiate 

* Sloop, at Captain Barnet’s Sloop, when he chafed 
x her ^ and that when Captain Barnet’s Sloop fired 
€ at Rackam’s Sloop, the Prifoners at the Bar- went 
c down under Deck. That during the Time Cap- 
c tain Barnet chafed them, fome of the Prifoners 
c at the Bar (but which of them he could not tell) 
c helped to row the Sloop, in order to elcape from 
c Barnet : That they all feemed to be coafotted to-* 

* gether. ' '* ' * • 

This was the Subftance of all that was evidenced 1 
againft them, the Prifoners anfwered in their De- 
fence, c That they had no WitnefTes : That they 
€ had bought a Pettiauger in order to go aTurtle- 
€ ing • and being at Negril Point , and juft got alhore, 
c they faw a Sloop with a white Pendant coming 
c towards them, upon which they took their Arms, 
c and hid themfolves in the Bullies : That one of 
c them hail’d the Sloop, who anfwerid. They were- 
c Englifh Men, and defired them to come aboard 
c and drink a Bowl of Punch } which they at firft 
c refufed, but afterwards with much perfwafion, 
c they went on Board, in the Sloop’s Canoe, and 
e left their own Pettiauger at Anchor : That they 
c had been but a foort Time on Board, when Cap- 
€ tain Barnet’s Sloop heaved in Sight: That Racham 
c ordered them to help to weigh the Sloop’s An- 
c chor immediately, which they all refufed : That 

* Raclam ufed violent Means to oblige them ; and 
c that when Captain Barnet came up with them, 
c they all readily and willingly fubmitted. 

When the Prifoners were taken frbm the Bar, 
and the Perfons prefent being withdrawn, the 
Court confidered the Prifoners Cafes, and the Ma- 
jority of the Commiffioners being of Opinion, 
that they .were all Guilty of the Pyracy and Fe- 
ET . • ’ , • 1 lory 
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lonly they were charged with, which was, the go- 
ing over with a fyratical and felonious Intent to John Ra- 
ckam ? &c. then notorious Pyrates , and by them known 
to be fo 7 ’ they all received -Sentence of Death; 
which every Body muft allow proved lomewhat 
unlucky to the poor Fellows, 

On the 1 7th of February 7 John Eat on 7 Thomas Quick 
and Thomas Baker 7 were executed at Gallows Point , 
at Port Royal , and the next Day John Cole 7 John Ho- 
ward and Benjamin Palmer , were executed at King fl on ; 
whether the other three were executed afterwards, 
or not, I never heard. 

• Two other Pyrates were try’d that belonged 'to 
Rackam’ s Crew, |;and being convi&ed, were brought 
up, and asked if either of them had any Thing to 
fay why Sentence of Death ? ftiould not pafs 'upon 
them, in like Manner as had been done to air the 
reft ; aiid both of them pleaded their Bellies, be- 
ing quick with Child, and pray’d that Execution 
might be ftay’d, whereupon the Court paiied Sen- 
tence, as in Cafes of Pyracy, but ordered them 
back, till a proper Jury Ihould be appointed to en- 
quire into the Matter. >y j^j 1 «1 
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*The LIFE of Mary Read, 

v v * 

. V 

N "0 W we are Mo begin a Hiftory full of fur- 
prizing Turns and Adventures y .1 mean, -that 
of Mary Read and- Anne - Bonny , alias Bonn , which 
were the true Names of thefe two Pyrates } the 
odd Incidents of their rambling Lives > are fuch, 
that fome may be tempted to think the whole 
Story no better than a Novel or Romance ^ but 
finceit is fupported by many thoufand*Witneffes, 
I mean the People of Jamaica , who were prefent 
at their Tryals, and heard the Story of their Lives, 
upon the firft difcovery of their Sex } the Truth ot 
it can be no more contested ' than that there were 
Inch Men in the World, as Roberts and Black-beard, 
who were Pyrates: ? - 

Mary Read was born in England , her Mother was 
married young, to a Man who ufed the Sea, who 
going a Voyage loon after their Marriage, left her 
with Child, which Child proved to be a Boy. As 
to the Husband, whether he was call away, or 
died in the Voyage, Mary Read could not tell y but 
however, he never returned more *, neverthelefs, 
the Mother, who was young and airy, met with 
an Accident, which has often happened to Women 
tvho are young, and do not take a great deal of 
Care y which was, The foon proved' with Child 
again, without a Husband to Father it, but/ how, 
or by whom/none but her felf could tell, for flie 
carried a pretty good Reputation among her Neigh- 
bours. Finding her Burthen grow, in order to 
conceal her Shame, fhe takes a formal Leave of her 
Husband’s Relations, giving out, that fhe went to 
live with fome Friends of her own, in. the Country : 
Accordingly^ fhe went away, and carried with her 
her young Son, at this Time, not a Year old : Soon 

after 
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after her Departure her Son died, but Providence 
in Return, was pleafed to give her a Girl in his 
Room, of which fiie Was fafel y delivered, in her 
Retreat, and this was our Mary Read. 

Here the Mother liv’d three or four Years, till 
what Money fhe,;had was almoft gone} then Ihe 
thought of returning to London , and confidering 
that her Husband’s Mother was in feme Circum- 
fiances, ihe did not doubt but to prevail uponher, 
to provide for the Child, if ftie could but pafs it 
upon her for the fame, but the changing a Girl 
into a Boy, leem’d a difficult Piece of Work, and 
how to deceive, an experienced old Woman, in fuch 
a Point, was altogether as impoifibie} however, 
fiie ventured to drefs ; . it up as a Boy, brought it 
to Town, and .p relented it; to her Mother in Raw, 
as her Husband’s Son \ the old Woman would have 
taken it, to have bred it up, but the Mother pre- 
tended it would break her Heart, to part with ic } 
fo it was agreed betwixt them, that the Child fiiould 
live with the Mother, and the liipppled Grand- 
mother fiiould allow a Crown a Week lor! it’s 
Maintainance. 

Thus the Mother gained her Point, fiie bred up 
her Daughter as a Boy, and when fiie grew up 
to feme Senfe, fiie thought proper to let her into 
the Secret of her Birth, to induce her to conceal 
her Sex. It happen’d that the Grandmother died, 
by which Means the Subfiftance that came from 
that Quarter, ceafed, and they were more and more 
reduced in their Circumftances } wherefore ihe was 
obliged to put her Daughter out, to wait on a 
French Lady, as a Foot-boy, being now thirteen 
Years of Age: Here fiie did not live long, for 
growing bold and ftrong, and having alfo a roving 
Mind, Ihe entered her felf on Board a Man of War, 
where fhe ferved, fome Time, then quitted it, 
went over iilto Flanders , and carried Arms in a Re- 
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giment of Foot, as a Cadet ; and tho’ upon all A&ions, 
Ihe behaved herfeif with a great deal of Bravery, 
yet ihe could not get a' Commiffion, they being ge- 
nerally bought and fold ; therefore Ihe quitted the 
Service, and took on. in a Regiment of Horfe • ihe 
behaved lb well in foveral Engagements, that ihe 
got the Efteem of all her Officers ; but her Com- 
rade who was a Flemings happening to be a hand- 
fome young Fellow, ihe falls in Love with him, and 
from that Time, grew a little more negligent in 
her Duty, lb that, it leems, Mars void Venus could 
not be ferved at the lame Time ; her Arms and 
Accoutrements which were always kept in the 
beft Order, were quite negle&ed : ? tis true, when 
her Comrade was ordered out upon a Party, ihe 
uled to go without being commanded, and fre- 
quently run herlelf into Danger, where ihe had 
no Bufmefs, only to be near him ; the reft of the 
Troopers little lulpe&ing the focret Caufe which 
moved her to this Behaviour, fancied her to be 
mad, and her Comrade himlelf could not account 
for this ftrange Alteration in her, but Love is in- 
genious, and as they lay in the fame Tent, and 
were conftantly together, ihe found a Way of let- 
ting him difcover her Sex, without appearing that 
it was done with Defign. 

He was much forprized at what he found out, 
and not a little pleafed, taking it for granted, that 
he ihould have a Miftrefs folely to himfelf, which 
is an unufual Thing in a Camp, fince there is fcarce 
one of thole Campaign Ladies, that is ever true 
to a Troop or Company; lb that he thought of 
nothing but gratifying his Paffions with very lit- 
tle Ceremony' ; but he found himlelf ftrangely mi- 
ftaken, for fhe proved very referved and modeft, 
and refitted all his Temptations, and at the lame 
Time was lb obliging and infinuating in her Car- 
riage, that Ihe quite changed his Purpole, fo far 


from 
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from thinking j. of' making her his Miftrefs, he 
now courted her for a Wife. 

^This was the utmoft Wifh of her Heart, in fiiort, 
they exchanged Promifes, and when the Campaign * 
Was over, and the Regiment marched into Winter 
Quarters, <they bought Woman’s Apparel for her, 
with : ‘fuch Money as they could make up betwixt ' 
them, and were publickly married. ? 

The Story of two Troopers marrying each other, 
made a great Nolle, fo that feveral Officers were 
drawn by Curioiity to affift at the Geremony, and 
they agreed among them fe Ives; that every one of 
them ffiould make a fmall P refen t to the Bride, 
towards Houfe-keeping, in Confideration of her 
having been their fellow Soldier. Thus being let 
up, they feemed to have a Defire of quitting the' 
Service, and fettling in the World •, the Adventure 
of their Love ’and Marriage had gained them* fo 
much Favour, that they eafily obtained their Dif- 
charge, and they* immediately fet up an Eating 
Houfe or Ordinary, which was the Sign of the' 
Three Horf e-Shoes , near the Caftle of Breda, where 
they loon run into a good Trade, a great many 
Officers eating with them confiantly. 

But this Happinefs lafted not long, for the Hus- 
band foon .died, and the Peace of Refwlck being- 
concluded, there was no Refort of Officers to Breda , 
as ufual • fo that the Widow having little or no 
Trade, was forced to give up Houfe- keeping, and 
her Subfiarice being by Degrees quite fpent, fhe 
again alfumes her Man’s Apparel, and going into 
Holland , there takes on in a Regiment of Foot, 
quarter’d in one of the Frontier Towns : Here 
Ihe did not remain long, there was no likelihood 
of Preferment in Time of Peace, therefore fire took 
a Refolution of Peeking her Fortune another Way * 
and withdrawing from the Regiment, fhips her- 
felf on Board of a Veflel bound for th £ We ft- Indies. 

' ‘ ‘ ' It; 
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It happen’d this Ship was taken by Englijh Py- 
rates, and Mary Read was the only Englijh Per- 
lon on Board, they kept her amongft them, and 
having plundered the Ship, let it go again ; after 
following this Trade for fome Time, the King’s 
Proclamation came out, and was publifh’d in all 
Parts of the Weft-Indies, for pardoning fuch Py~ 
rates, who fhould voluntarily furrender-themfelves 
by a certain Day therein mentioned. The Crew 
of Mary Read took the Benefit of this Proclama- 
tibn, and having furrender’d, liv’d quietly on Shore , 
but Money beginning to grow ihort, and hearing 
that Captain Woods Rogers, Governor of the Ifland 
of Providence , was fitting out fome Privateers to 
cruife againft the Spaniards , fhe with fever al others 
embank’d for that Ifland, in order to go upon the 
privateering Account, being refolved to make her 
Fortune one way or other. 

Thefe Privateers were noTooner fail’d out, but 
the Crews of fome of them, who had been pardo- 
ned, role againft their Commanders, and turned 
themfelves to their old Trade In this Number 
was Mary Read . It is true, fhe often declared, that 
the Life of a Pyrate was what fhe always abhor’d, 
and went into it only upon Compulfion, both this 
Time, and before, intending to quit it, whenever 
a fair Opportunity fhould offer it felf ^ yet fome of 
the Evidence againft hereupon her Tryal, who 
were forced Men, and had failed with her, depoled 
upon Oath, that in Times of Aftion, no Perfba 
amongft them were more refblute, or ready to 
Board or undertake any Thing that was hazardous, 
as fhe and Anne Bonny , and particularly at the Time 
they were attack’d and taken, when they came 
to clofe Quarters, none kept the Deck except 
Mary Read and Anne Bonny , and one more *, up- 
on which, ihe, Mary Read , called to thofe under 
Deck, to come up and fight like Men, and finding 
K k- they 
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they did not ftir, fired her Arms down the Hold 
amorigft them, killing one, and wounding others. 

This was part of the Evidence againft her, which 
fhe denied *, which, whether true or no,- thus ’much 
is certain, that fhe did not want Bravery, nor in- 
deed was fhe lefs remarkable for her' Modefty, 
according to her Notions of Virtue : Her Sex was 
not fo much as fufpe&ed by any Perfcn on Board, 
till Anne Bonny , who was not altogether fo referved 
in point of Chaftity, took a particular liking to 
her ^ in fhort, Anns Bonny took her for a handfome 
young Fellow, and for fomeReafons beft known to 
herlelf, firft dilcovered her Sex to Mary Ready Mary 
Read knowing what fhe would be at, and being 
very fenlible of her own Incapacity that Way, was 
forced to come to a right Underftanding with her, 
and fo to the great Difappointment of Anne Bonny , 
fhe let her know fhe was a Woman alfo- but this 
intimacy fo difturb’d Captain Rackam , who was th£ 
Lover and Gallant of Anne Bonny , that he grew 
Furioufly jealous, fo that he told Anne Bonny , he 
would cut her new Lover’s Throat, therefore, to 
quiet him, fhe let him into the Secret alfo. 

* Captain Rackam , (as he was enjoined,) kept, the 
Thing a Secret from all the Ship’s Company, yet, 
notwithstanding all her Cunning and Referve, Love 
found her outdn this Difguife, and hinder’d her 
from forgetting her Sex. In their Cruize they took 
a great Number of Ships belonging to Jamaica, 
and other Parts of the Weft-Indies , bound to and 
from England, and when ever they meet any good 
Artificer other Perfon that might be of any great 
Ufe to their Company, if he was not willing to 
enter, it was their Cuftom to keep him by Force. 
Among thefo was a young Fellow of a moft engage- 
ing Behaviour, or, at leaft, he was fo in the Eyes 
of Mar\ Ready who became fo fmitten with his 
Perfon 7 and Addrels, that fhe could neither reft. 

Night 
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Night or Day ; but as there is nothing more inge- 
nious than Love, it was no hard Matter for her,; 
who had before be6n prafticed in thefe Wijes, to 
find a Way to let him difcover her Sex : She fir ft 
infinuated her felf into his liking, by talking againft 
the Life of a Pyrate, which lie was altogether averfe 
to, fb they became Mefs-Mates and ft rift Compa- 
nions : When fhe found lie had a Friendfhip for her^ 
as a Man/ fhe fuffered the f Difeovery to be made, 
by carelefly fhewing her Breads,* which were very 
White. * a ^ 

The young Fellow, who was made of Flefh and. 
Blood, had his Curiofity and Defire fo rais’d by 
this Sight,; that he never ceafed importuning her,, 
till fhe confelfed what file was. Now begins the 
Scene of Love ; as Ke had a Liking and Efteem for 
her, under her fuppofed.Gharafter, it was now 
turn’d into Fondnefs and Defire ^ Hef Faffion was 
no lefs violent than his,' and perhaps fhe exprefs’d 
it, by one of the moft generous Aftions, that ever 
Love in (pi red. It happened this young Fellow had 
& Quarrel with one of the Pyrates; and their Ship 
then lying at an Anchor, near one of the Iflands/ 
they had appointed to go afiiore and fight, accoiy 
ding to the Cuftom of the Py rates : Mary Read, 
was to the laft Degree uneafy and anxious, for the 
Fate of her .Lover - fhe would hot have had him 
refufe the Challenge, becaufe, fhe could not bear 
the Thoughts of his being branded with Cowardife- 
bn the other Side, fhe dreaded the Event, and ap- 
prehended the Fellow might be too hard for him : 
When Love once enters into the Brea& of one 
who has any Sparks of Generofity, it ftirs the 
Heart up' to the moft noble Aftions ^ in this Dilem- 
ma, fhe fhew’d, that fhe fear’d more for his Life 
than fhe did for her own* for fhe took a Refolution 
6f quarreling with this Fellow her felf, and ha- 
challenged him afiiore, fhe appointed the 
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Time two Hours fooner than that, when he was 
to meet her Lover, where fhe fought him at Sword 
and Pifrol, and killed him upon the Spot, 

It is true, fhe had fought before, when fhe had 
be&n iafulted by fome of thole Fellows, but now 
it was altogether in her Lover’s Caufe, Ihe flood 
as it were betwixt him and Death, as if lire could 
not live without him. If he had no regard for her 
before, th : s Action would have bound him to her 
forever*, but there was no Occafion for Ties or 
Obligations, his Inclination towards herhvas fuffi- 
cient *, in fine, they applied their 'Troth to each 
other, which Mary Read laid, fhe look’d upon to be 
as good a Marriage, in Confidence, as if it had 
been done by a Minifter in Church } and to this 
was owing her great Belly, which fhe pleaded to 
Five her Life, ' - * ' * y 

She declared fhe had ntfver committed Adultery 
or Fornication with any Man, fhe commended the 
fuftice of the Court, before which fhe was tried, for 
cUftinguiftiing the Nature of their Crimes^ her Hus- 
band, as flie call’d him, with feveral others, being 
acquitted * and being ask’d, who he was ? fhe would 
not tell, but, faid he was an honeft Man, and had 
no Inclination to fuch P radices, , and that they 
had both refblved to leave the Py rates the firft 
Opportunity, and apply themfelves to fome ho-* 
neft Lively hood. 

It is no doubt, but many had Compailion for her, 
yet the Court could not avoid finding her Guilty } 
for amojig other Things, one of the Evidences 
againft her, depoled, that being taken by Rackam, 
and detain’d fome Time on Board, he fell acciden- 
tally into Difcourfe with Mary Read, whom he ta- 
king for a young Man, ask’d her, what Pleafure fhe 
could have in being concerned in fiich. Enterprises, 
where her Life was continually in Danger,) by 
Fire or Sword*, and not only fo, but fhe muft be 
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lure of dying an ignominious Death, If fhe ftiould 
be taken alive ? — — 'She anfwer’d, that as to hang- 
ingj fhe thought it no great Hardihip, for, were ic 
not for that, every cowardly Fellow would turn 
Pyrate, and. lo infeft the Seas, that Men of Courage 

muft ftarve: That if it was put to the Choice 

of the Py rates, they would not have the -punlfti- 
ment lefs than Death, the Fear of which, kept 
lome daftardly Rogues honeft \ that many of thofe 
who are now cheating the Widows and Orphans, 
and oppreffing their poor Neighbours, who have 
no Money to obtain Juft ice, would then rob at Sea, 
and the Ocean would be crowded with Rogues, 
like the Land, and no Merchant would venture 
out \ fo that the Trade, in a little Time, would not 
be worth following. - , 

Being found quick with Child, as has been of- 
fer ved, her Execution was refpited, and it is po{- 
iible fhe would have found Favour, but fhe was 
leiz’d with a violent Fever, foon after her Tryal, 
of which fhe died in Priforu 

t. "■ * ■ w > 



Yhe LIF E of Anne Bonny. 

f t ^ 

A S we have been more particular in the Lives 
of thefe two Women, than thofe of other 
Py rates, it is incumbent on us, as a faithful Hi- 
ftorian, to begin with their Birth. Anne Bonny was 
born at a Town near Cork , in the Kingdom of Ire- 
land, her Father an Attorney at Law, but Anne 
was not one of his legitimate lifue, which feems 
to crofs an old Proverb, which fays, that Bajhtrds 
> ' L 3 j have 
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have the left LvcJt. Her Father was a Married Man, 
and his Wife having been brought to Bed, con- 
traded an Illnefs in her lying in, and in order 
to recover her Health, fhe was adviled to remove 
for Change of Air • the Place fhe chofe, was a fe\y 
Miles diftance from her Dwelling, where her Hus- 
band's Mother liv’d. Here fhe fojourn’d fbme Time, 
.her Husband haying at Home, to follow his Af- 
fairs. The Servant-Maid, whom Ihe left to loolc 
2fter the Houle, and attend the Family, being a 
handfome young Woman, was courted by a young 
Man of the fame Town, who was a Tanner y this 
Tanner ufed to take his Opportunities, when the 
Family was out of the Way, of coming to purfue 
his Courtfhip and being with the Maid one Day 
as fhe was employ’d in the HouJhold Bufinefs, not 
having the Fear of God before his Eyes, he takes 
his Opportunity, when her Back was turned, of , 
whipping three Silver Spoons into his Pocket. The 
Maid foon mifs’d the Spoons, and knowing that 
no Body had been in the Room, but herfelf and 
fhe young Man, lince fhe law them laft, fhe char- 
ged him with taking them ^ he very ftifly denied It, 
upon which fhe grew dutragious, and threatned to 
go to a Conftable, in order to carry him before' a 
Juflice of Peace : Thefe Menaces frighten’d him out 
pf his Wits, well knowing he could not ftarid 
Search ^ wherefore he endeavoured to pacify her, . 
by defiring her to examine the Drawers and other 
Places, and. perhaps fhe might fold them* in this 
Time he flips into another Room, where the Maid 
ufually lay, and puts the Spoons betwixt the Sheets, 
and then makes Jiis Efoape by a back Door, con- 
cluding fhe muff find them, when fhe went to Bed, 
and fo next Day he might pretend he did it only to 
frighteii Her, and the Thing might, be laugh’d off 
for a Jeff. v ^ V; ’ ><'\v 

As 


w 


Of Anne Bonny . 16# 

As foon as Ihe mifs’d him, Ihe gave over her 
Search, concluding he had carried them off, and 
went dire&ly to the Conftable, in order to have him 
apprehended : The young Man was informed, that 
a Conftable had been in Search of him, but he 
regarded it but- little, not doubting but all would 
be well next Day. Three or four Days paffed, and 
ftill he was told, the Conftable was upon the Hunt 
for him, this made him lye concealed, he could 
not comprehend the Meaning of it, he imagined 
no lefs, than that the Maid had a Mind to convert 
the Spoons to herownUfe, and put the Robbery 
upon him. 

It happened, at this Time, that the Miftrefs be- 
ing per-fe&ly recovered of her late Indifpofition, 
was return’d Home, in Company with her Mother- 
in-Law ^ the firft News Ihe heard, was of the Lofs 
of the Spoons, with the Manner how ^ the Maid 
telling her, at the fame Time, that the young Man 
was run away. The young Fellow had Intelligence 
of the Miftrefs’s Arrival, and confidering with 
himfelf, that he could never appear again in his 
Bufinefs, unlefs this Matter was got over, and Ihe 
being a good natured Woman, he took a Relblution 
of going dire&ly to her, and of telling her the 
whole Story, only with this Difference, that he did 
it for a Jeft. 

The Miftrefs could Icarce believe it, however, 
Ihe went dire&ly to the Maid’s Room, and turn- 
ing down the Bed Cloaths, there, to her great 
Surprize, found the three Spoons * upon this Ihe 
defired the young Man to go Home and mind 
his Bufinefs, f for he Ihould have no Trouble a- 
' bout it. 

The Miftrefs could not imagine the Meaning of 
th’*s, Ihe never .had found the Maid .guilty of any 
pilfering, and therefore it could not enter her 
Head, that ihe defigned to fteal the Spoons her 
/ • L 4 felfj' 
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felf ^ upon the whole, flie concluded the Maid had 
not been in her Bed, from the Time the Spoons 
were mifs’d, fhe grew immediately jealous upon it, 
and fufpefted, that the Maid fupplied her Place 
with her Husband, during 1 her Abfence, and this 
was the Reafbn why the Spoons were no looner 
found, ' 

She call’d to Mind feveral A&ions of Kindnefs, 
her Husband had fhe wed the Maidy Things that 
pafs’d unheeded by, when they happened, but now 
ihe had got that Tormentor, Jealoufy; in her Head; 
amounted to Proofs of their Intimacy •, another Gir r 
cumftance which ftrengthen’d the whole,, was, that 
tho’ her Husband knew Ihe was to come Home 
that Day, and had had no Communication with 
her in four Months, which was before her laft 
Lying in, yet he took an Opportunity of going out 
of Town that Morning, upon fbme flight Pretence : 

- — All thefe Things put together, confirm’d her in 
her Jealoufy. < , I 

As Women feldom forgive Injuries of this Kind, 
fhe thought of difcharging her Revenge upon the 
Maid : in order to this, flie leaves the Spoons where 
fhe found them, and orders the Maid tb put clean , 
Sheets upon the Bed, telling her, fhe intended to 
lye there herlelf that Night, bccaufe^her Mother 
in Law was to lye in her Bed, and that fhe fthe 
Maid) muft lye in another Part of the Houfe • the 
Maid in making the Bed, was fur prized with the 
Sight of the Spoons, ' but there were very good 
Reafonsywhy it was not proper for her to tell 
where (lie found them, therefore fhe takes them 
up; puts them in her Trunk, intending to leave 
them in fome Place, where they might be found 
bv chance. 

A J * 

The f^pftreis, that every Thing might look to 
be done without Deflgn, lies that Night in the 
Maid’s Bed, little dreaming of what an Adventure 

.. • ' ‘ ' it 
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it would produce : After fhe had been a Bed fome' 
Time, thinking on what had pafs’d, for Jealoufy 
kept* her awake, ' fhe heard fome Body enter the 
Room * r at firft fhe apprehended it to be Thieves, 
and was fb frightened, fhe had not Courage enough 
to call out*, but when Ihe heard thefe Words, Mary, 
are- you awake ? She knew it to be her Husband's 
Voice *, then her Fright was over,- yet ihe made no 
Anfvver, leaft he fhould find her out, if fhe fpoke, 
therefore fhe refolved to counterfeit Sleep, and take 
what followed. 

The Husband came to Bed, and that Night 
play’d the vigorous Lover *, but one Thing fpoil’d 
the Diverfion on the Wife’s Side, which was, 
the Refle&ion that it was not defign’d for her-, 
however fhe was very paffive, and bore it like a 
Chriftian. Early before Day, fhe ftole out of 
Bed, leaving him afleep, and went to her Mother 
in Law, telling her what had paired, not forgetting 
how he had ufed her, as taking her for the Maid ; 
the Husband a lfo ftole out, not thinking it conve- 
nient to be catch’d in that Room*, in the mean Time, 
the Revenge of the Miftrefs was ftrongly againft 
the Maid, and without confidering, that to her ihe 
ow’d the Diverfion of the Night before, and that 
one good Turn Ihould deferve another fhe lent for 
a Conftable, and charged her with ftealing the 
Spoons : The Maid’s Trunk was broke open, and 
the Spoons found, upon which fhe was carried be- 
fore a Juitice of Peace, and by him committed to 
Goal. , * ’ ' * ' - , 

The Husband loitered about till twelve a Clock 
at Noon, then comes Home, pretended he was 
juft come to Town *, as foon as he heard what had 
parted, -in Relation to the Maid, he fell into a great 
Paflion with his Wife *, this fet the Thing into a 
greater Flame, the Mother takes the Wife*s Part 
againft her own Son, infgmuch that the Quarrel 
v ‘ increa-. 
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increafing, the Mother ; and Wife took Horle im- 
mediately, and went back to the Mother’s Houle, 
and the Husband and Wife never bedded toge- 
ther after, ' v (l * z‘ 

The Maid lay a long Time in the Prilon, it being 
pear half a Year to the Alfizes* but before it hap- 
pened, it was difcovered Ihe was with Child ; when 
ihe was arraign’d at the Bar, Ihe was difcharged for 
want of Evidence ; the Wife’s Confidence touch’d 
her, and as fhe did not believe the Maid Guilty 
of any Theft, except that of Love, Ihe did not 
appear againft her ; loon after her Acquittal, Ihe 
was delivered of a Girl. 

But what alarm’d the Husband moft, was, that 
it was difcovered the Wife was with Child alfo, 
he taking it for granted, he had had no Intimacy 
with her, fince her laft lying in, grew jealous of 
her, in his Turn, and made this a Handle to jufti- 
fy,- himfelf, for his Ulage of her, pretending now 
he had fufpe&ed her long, but that here was 
Proof; Ihe was delivered of Twins, a Boy and 
a Girl. ' ' 

The Mother fell ill, lent to her Son to recon- 
cile him to his Wife, but he would not hearken to 
it • therefore Ihe made a Will, leaving all Ihe had 
in the Hands of certain Truftees, for the Ufe 
of the Wife and two Children lately born, and 
died a few Days aftef. 

This was an ugly Turn upon him, his greateft 
Dependence being upon his Mother; however, 
his Wife was ’ kinder to him than he deferved, 
for fhe made * him a yearly Allowance out of what 
was left, tho’ they continued to live feparate : It 
lafted near five Years ; at this Time having a great 
Affection for the Girl he had by his Maid, he had 
a Mind to take it Home, to live with him ; but as 
all the Town knew it to be a Girl, the better to 
! difguife the Matter from them, as well as from his 

Wife, 
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Wife, he had it put into Breeches, 'as a Boy, pre- 
tending it was a Relation’s Child he was to breed 
up to be his Cleric. . ^ 

The Wife heard he had a little Boy at Home 
he was very fond of, but as fhe did not know any 
Relation of his that had fiich a Child, Ihe em- 
ploy’d a Friend to enquire further into it} this 
Perfon by talking with the Child, found it to be a 
Girl, difcovered that the Servant-Maid was its 
Mother, and that the Husband ftill kept up his 
Correlpondence with her. 

Upon this Intelligence, the Wife being unwil- 
ling that her Children’s Money Ihould go towards 
the Maintenance of Baftards, flopped the Allowance : 
The Husband enraged, in a kind of Revenge, takes 
the Maid home, and lives with her publickly, to 
the great Scandal of his Neighbours } but he loon 
found the bad Effect of it, for by Degrees loft his 
Practice, fo that he faw plainly he could not live 
there, therefore he thought of removing, and 
turning what Effects he had into ready Money * 
he goes to Cork , and there with his Maid and 
Daughter embarques for Carolina . 

At firft he followed the Practice of the Law in 
that Province, but afterwards fell into Merchan- 
dize, which proved more fuccefsful to him, for he 
gained by it fufficient to purchafe a confiderable 
Plantation : His Maid, who paffed for his Wife, 
happened to dye, after which his Daughter, our 
Anne Bonny , now grown up, kept his Houfe. 

She was of a fierce and couragious Temper, 
wherefore, when Ihe lay under Condemnation, le- 
veral Stories were reported of her, much to her 
Dif advantage, as that Ihe had kill’d an Ser- 

vant-Maid once in her Pailion with a Cafe-Knife, 
while Ihe look’d after her Father’s Houfe : but 
upon further Enquiry, I found this Story to be 
groundlefs : It was certain Ihe was fo robuft, that 

l . i . i v \ 

4 ' ... „ once 


172 Of Anne Bonny * 

once, when a young Fellow would have lain with 
her, agatnfti her. Will, Ihe beat him fb, that he* I 
lay ill of it a confiderable Time. \ 

While Are lived with her Father, Ihe was look’d'^ 
upon as one that wot Id be a good Fortune, where- 
. fore it was- thought her Father expe&ed a good' 

* Match for her *, but fhe fpoiit all, for without 
his Confent, fhe marries a young Fellow, who be- 
longed to the Sea, and was not worth a Groat *, 
which provoked her Father to fuch a Degree, that 
he turned her out of Doors, upon which the young 
Fellow, who married her, finding himfelf difap- 
pointed in his Expectation, fhipped himfelf and 

v Wife, for the ifland of Providence, expecting Em- 
ployment there. . * . 

* -Here fhe became acquainted with Rackam the 
Pyrate, who making Courtfhip to her, foon found 
Means of withdrawing her Affeftions from her 
Husband, fo that fhe confented to elope from him, 
and go to Sea with Raciam in "Men’s Cloaths: 
She was as good as her Word, and after fhe had 
been at Sea fome Time, fhe proved with Child, 
and beginning to .grow big, Rackam landed heron 
the liland of Cuba \ and recommending her there 
to feme Friends of his, they took Care of her, 

i till fhe was brought to Bed: When fhe was up 
and well again, he fent for her " to bear him 
Company. " ' .. . - 

The King’s Proclamation being out, for pardon- 
ing of/Py rates, he took the Benefit of it, and fur- 
rendered afterwards being lent upon the priva- 
teering Account, he returned to his old Trade, as 
has been already hinted in the Story of Mary Read . 
In all thefe Expeditions, Anne Bonny bore him Com- 
pany, and when any Bufinefs was to be done in 
their Way, no Body was more forward or coura- 
gious than fhe, and particularly when they were 
taken } fhe and Mary Ready with one more, were 
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all the Perfons that durft keep the Deck, as has 
been before hinted. 

Her Father was known to a great many Gentle- 
men, Planters of Jamaica, who had dealt with him, 
and among whom he had a good Reputation } and 
fbme of them, who had been in Carolina, remem- 
ber’d to have fisen her in his Houfe } wherefore 
they were inclined to fhew her Favour, but the 
A£Ho 11 of leaving her Husband was an ugly Cir- 
cumftance againfther. The Day that Rackam waf 
executed, by fpecial Favour, he was admitted to 
lee her • but all the Comfort Ihe gave him, was, 
that jhe was forty to fee him there , but if he had fought 
like a Man, he need not have been hang d like a Dog.' 

She was continued in Prifon, to the Time of 
her lying in, and afterwards reprieved from Time 
to Time but what is become of her fince, we can- 
not tell ; only this we know, that Ihe was not 
executed. # ■ . 
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And his Cre w. 





^ Aptain Hovod Davis was born at Milford , in 
Monmouth fare, and was from a Boy brought 
up to the Sea; The laft Voyage he made 
from England , was in the Cadogan Snow of Briflof 
Captain Skinner Commander, bound for the Coaft 
of Guiney , of which Snow Davis was chief Mate : 
They were no fooner arrived at Sierraleon on the 
aforefaid Coaft, but they were taken by the Py- 
rate England f who plunder’d them, and Skinner was 
barbaroufly murdered, as has been related before 
in the Story of Captain England . 

After the Death of Captain Skinner , Davis pre- 
tended that he was mightily follicited by England 
to engage with him - but that he refolutely an- 
fwered, he would fooner be fhot to Death than fign 
the Pyrates Articles. Upon which, England , plea- 
fed with his Bravery, lent him and the reft of the 
Men again on Board the Snow, appointing him 
Captain of her, in the Room of Skinner , comman- 
il^ding him to purfue his Voyage; He alfo gave him 
a written Paper fealed up, with Orders to open 


it when he fhould come into a certain Latitude, 
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and at the Peril of his Life follow the Orders there- 
in let down. This was an Air of Grandeur like 
what Princes praftice to their Admirals and Gene- 
rals. — - It was punctually complied with by Davis , 
who read it to the Ship’s Company ; it contained 
no lels than a generous Deed of Gift of the Ship 
and Cargoe, to Davis and the Crew, ordering him 
to go to Brafil and dilpofe of the Lading to the belt 
Advantage, and to make a fair and equai Dividend 
with the reft. 

Davis propofed to the Crew, whether they were 
willing to follow their Directions, but to his great 
Surprize, found the Majority of them altogether 
averfe to it, wherefore in a Rage, he bad them be 
damn’d, and go where they would. They knew 
that Part of their Cargoe was configned to certain 
Merchants at Barbadoes , wherefore they fleered 
for that Ifland. When they arrived, they related 
to thele Merchants the unfortunate Death of Skin - 
tier, and the Propofal which had been made to them 
by Davis ^ upon which Davis was feized and com- 
mitted to Prifbn, where he was kept three Months ; 
however, as he had been in no ACfc of Py racy, he was 
difcharged without being brought to any Tryal, 
yet he could not expeCt any Employment there - 
wherefore knowing that the Ifland of Providence was 
a kind of Rendevouz of Pyrates, he was refolved 
to make one amongft them, if polfible, and to that 
Purpole, found Means of flopping himfelf for that 
Ifland; but he was again difappointed, for when , 
he arrived there, the Pyrates had newly furren- 
dered to Captain Woods Rogers, and accepted of the 
ACt of Grace, which he had juft brought from 
England # 

However, Davis was not long out of Bufmefs, 
for Captain Rogers having fitted out two Sloops 
for Trade, one called the Buck, the other the Mum- 
vil Trader', Davis found an Employment on Board 
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of - ' one of them ; the Lading of thefe Sloops was of 
confiderable Value, conlifting of European Goods, in 
order to be exchanged with the French and Spaniards ; 
and many of the Hands on Board of them, were 
the Py rates lately come in upon the late Aft of 
Grace. * The fir ft Place they touched at, was the 
I Hand of JHartinicoy belonging to the French , v where 
Davis having confpired with fome others, rile in 
the Night, fecured the Mafter and leized the 
Sloop; as foon as this was done, they called to 
the other Sloop, which lay a little 'Way from 
them, among whom they knew there were a great 
many Hands ripe for Rebellion, and ordered them 
to come on Board of them ; they did lo, and the 
greateft Part of them agreed to join with Davis ; 
thofe who were other wife inclined, were lent back 
on Board the Mumvll Sloop, to go where they 
pleafed, Davis having firft taken out of her, every 
Thing which he thought might be of Uie, r 

After this, a Gounfel of War was called over a 
large Bowl of Punch, at which it waspropofed to 
chufe a Commander ; the Election was loon over, 
for it fell upon Davis by a great Majority of legal 
Tollers , there was no Scrutiny demanded, for "all 
acquiefced in the Choice: As fcon as he was pofTefs’d 
of his Command, he drew up Articles, which were 
figned and fworn to by himfelf and the reft, then 
he made a fliort Speech, the fum of which, .was, 
a Declaration of War againft the whole World. 

After this they coiifulted about a proper Place 
where they might clean their Sloop, a light Pair 
of Heels being of great Ufe either to take, or es- 
cape being taken ; for this purpole they made 
Choice of Coxon s Hole^ at the Eaft End of the 
Ifland of Cuba, a Place where they might iecure 
themfelves from Surprize, the Entrance being lb 
narrow, that one Ship might keep out a hundred. 

, He-re 
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Here they cleaned with much Difficulty, for they 
Jiad no Carpenter in their Company, a Ferfon of 
great Uie upon fuch Exigencies:, from hence they 
put to Sea, making to the North-Side of the Iiiand 
of Hijfaniola. The firft Sail whieh*fed in their 
Way, was a preach Ship of twelve Guns ^ it muft 
be obferved, that Davis had but thirty five Hands, 
yet Proviiions began to grow ihort with him ^ 
wherefore he attacked this Ship, (he foon fi ruck, 
and he lent twelve of his Hands on Board of her, 
in order to plunder: This was no (boner done, but 
a Sail was fpied a great Way to Windward of them ; 
they enquired of the French Man what (he might 
be, he anfwered, that he had fpoke with a Ship, the 
Day before, of 24 Guns and 60 Men, and he tooj? 
this to be the fame, 

Davis then propofed to his Men to attack her ' 
telling them, (he would be a rare Ship for their 
Ufe, but they looked upon it to be an extravagant 
Attempt, and difcovered no Fondrieft for it, but ' 
he allured them he had a Stratagem in his Head 
would make all fafe wherefore he gave Chace 
and ordered his Prize to do the (lime, * The Prize 
being a (low Sailor, Davis firft carne up with the 
Enemy, and Handing along Side of them, (hewed - 
his pyratical Colours : They, much furpriz’d, called 
to Davis, telling him, they wondered at his 
puderice in venturing to come fo near them, and 
ordered him to ftnke ^ but he anfwered, that he jn* 
tended to keep them in Play, till his Confort ea m§ 
up, who was able todeai with them, and that if they 
did not ftnke to him, they ffiould have but bad ’ 
Quarters j whereupon he gave ttxenx a grogd.-Side, 
which they returned, " ' * " * 

In the mean Time the Prize drew near, who 
obliged all the Prisoners to come upon Deck in 
white Shirts, to make a Shew of Force, as they had 
dhptled py D$yU ) they aifo hoijfled % dirty 
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Tarpawlin, by Way of black Flag, they having 
no other, and fir’d a Gun : The French Men were fo 
intimidated by this Appearance of Force, that they 
firuck. Davis called out to the -Captain to come on 
Board of him, with twenty of his Hands } he did 
lb, and they were all for the greater Security clapt 
into Irons, the Captain excepted : Then he lent 
four of his own Men on Board the firft Prize, and 
in order ftill to carry on the Cheat, fpoke aloud, 
that they fhould give his Service to the Captain, 
and defire him to fend fbme Hands on Board the 
Prize, to fee what they had got •, but at the fame 
Time gave them a written Paper, with Inftru&ions 
what to do. Here he ordered them to nail up the 
Guns in the little Prize, to take out all the fmall 
Arms and Powder, and to go every Man of them 
on Board the fecond Prize ; when this was done, 
he ordered that more of the Prifoners fhould be 
removed out of the great Prize, into the little 
one, by which he . fecured himfelf from any At- 
tempt which might be feared from their Numbers \ 
for thofe on Board of him were faft in Irons, and 
thole in the little Prize had neither Arms nor Am- 
munition. 

Thus the three Ships kept Company for 2 Days, 
when finding the great Prize to be a very dull Sai- 
lor, he thought fhe would not be fit for his Pur- 
pose, wherefore he refolved to reftore her to the 
Captain, with all his Hands \ but firft, he took n 
Care to take out all her Ammunition, and every 
Thing elfe which he might poffibly want. The 
French Captain was in fuch a Rage, at being fo out- ' ♦ 
witted, that when he got on Board his own Ship, 
he was going to throw himfelf over-board, but was 
prevented by his Men. 

Having let go both his Prizes, he fleered North- 
ward, in which Courle he took a fmall Spanijh Sloops 
after this, he made towards , the Weftern Iflands, 

' . but 
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but met with no Booty thereabouts ; then he 
fleered for the Cave de Kerde Iflands, they caft An- 
chor at St. Nicholas , hoifting Englijh Colours ; the 
Fortuguefe inhabiting there, took him for an English 
Privateer, and Davis going alhore, they both trea- 
ted him very civilly, and alfb traded with him. 
Here he remained five Weeks, in which Time, he 
and half his Crew, for their Plealiire, took a Jour- 
ney to the chief Town of the Ifland, which was 
19 Miles up the Country : Davis making a good Ap- 
pearance, wascareffed by the Governor and the In- 
habitants, and no Diver lion was wanting which the 
Fortuguefe could fliew, or Money could purchafe ; 
after about a Week’s Stay, he came back to the Ship, 
and the reft of the Crew went to take their Pleafure 
up to the Town, in their Turn. 

At their Return they ^clean’d their Ship, and put 
to Sea, but not with their whole Company ; for 
five of them, like Hannibal's Men, were fo charm’d 
with the Luxuries of the Place, and the free Con- 
verfationof feme Women, that they ftaid behind; 
and one of them, whole Name was Charles Franklin , 
a Monmouthshire Man, married and fettled himfelf^ 
and lives there to this Day. ' 

From hence they failed to Bonevifla y and looked 
into that Harbour, but finding nothing, they fleer’d 
for the Ille of May : When they arrived here, they 
met with a great many Ships and VelTels in the 
Road, all which they plundered, taking out of them 
whatever they wanted ; and alfo ftrengthen’d them- 
felves with a great many frelh Hands, who moft 
of them entered voluntarily. One of the Ships they 
took to their own Ufe, mounted her with ; twenty 
fix Guns, and call’d her the King James. ^ There be- 
ing no frelh Water hereabouts, they made towards 
St. Jagdj belonging to the Fortuguefe , in order to lay 
in a Store ; Davis , with a few Hands, going alhore 
to find the moft commodious Place to water at, the 
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Governor, with fome Attendants, came himfeif and 
examined who they were, and whence they came ? 
And hot liking Davis’s Account of himlelf, the Gover- 
nor was lo plain. to tell them, he fufpefled them to 
be Pyrates. Davis fee med mightily; affronted, {lan- 
ding much upon his Honour, replying to the Gover- 
nor, he fcorn’d his Words • however, as loon as his 
Back was turn’d, for fear of Accidents, he got on 
Board again as fall as he could. Davis related what 
had happened, and his Men feemed to refent the Af- 
front which had been offered him. Davis , upon this, 
told them, he was confident he could furprize the Fprt 
in the Night y they agreed with him to attempt it, 
and accordingly, ivhen it grew late, they went afhore 
well arm’d ^ and the Guard which was kept, wasfb 
negligent, that they got within the Fort before any 
Alarm was given : When it was too late there was 
lome little Refiftance made, and three Men killed 
on Davis’s Side. Thofe in the Fort, in their Hur- 
ry, run into the Governor’s Houle to fave them- 
{elves, which they barricadoed fb flrongly, that Da - 
vis’s Party could not enter it *, however, they threw 
jn Granadoe-Shells, which not only ruin’d all the 
Furniture, but kill’d feveral Men within. 

When it was Day the whole Country was alarm’d, 
and came to attack the Pyrates *, wherefore it not 
being their Bufmefs to {land a Siege, they made the 
beft of their Way on Board their Ship again, after 
having difmounted the Guns of the Fort. By this 
EnterpHze they did a great Deal of Mifchief to 
the Torttiguefe , and, but very little Good to them- 
felves. 1 ' • » * 

^ Having put to Sea they mutter’d their Hands,' 
and found themfelves near feventy ftrong • then 
it was propofed what Courfe they fliould fleer, and 
differing in their Opinions, they divided, and by a 
JVIajority it was carried for Gambia on > the Coaft of 
Gurney s of this Opinion was Davis, he having beeii 
- ; , V j \ .employ’d 


/ 


Of Capt. How el Davis. i8i 

Employ’d in that Trade, was acquainted With the 
Coaft : He told them, that there was a great deal 
of Money always kept in Gambia Caftle, and that it 
would be worth their while to make an Attempt 
upon it. They ask’d him how it was poffible^ fiace 
it was garrifoned ? He delired they would leave the 
Management of it to him, and he would undertake 
to make them Mailers of it. They began now to 
conceive fo high an Opinionof his x Condu£t, as well 
as Courage, that they thought nothing impoffible 
to him,- therefore they agreed to obey him, without 
enquiring further into his Defign. - f ' 

Having come within Sight of the' Place, he or- 
dered all his Men under Deck, except as many as 
were abfolutely neceffary for working the Ship, 
that thofe from the Fort feeing a^Ship with lo few 
Hands, might have no Sufpicion of her being any 
other than a trading Veflel *, then he ran clofe un- 
der the Fort, and there caft Anchor ^ and having 
ordered/ out the Boat, he commanded lix Men in 
her, in old ordinary Jackets, while he himfelf^ with 
the Mafter and DoOror, dreffed themfelvesi like 
Gentlemen *, his Delign being, that the Men ihould 
look like common Sailors, and they like Merchants. 
In rowing alhore he gave his Men Inftru&ions 
what to fay in Cafe any Queftions fnould be asked 
them. 

Being come to the landing Place, he was recei- 
ved by a File of Mufqueteers, and conduced into 
the Fort, where the Governor accoftiiig them civil- 
ly, ask’d them who they were, and whence they 
came / They anfwered they were of Liverpool , 
bound for the River of Sinnegd , to trade for Gum 
and Elephants Teeth, but that they were chaced 
on that Coaft by two French Men o f War, and nar- 
rowly efcaped being' taken, having a little the 
Heels of them ; but now they were re (hived to 
make the beft of a bad Market, and would Trade 
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here for Slaves • then the Governor ask’d them, 
what was the chief of their Cargo? They anfwer- 
ed, Iron and Plate, which were , good Things 
there ^ the Governor told them he would -Slave 
them to the full Value of their Cargoe, and asked 
them, if they had any European Liquor on Board ? 
they anfwered, a little for their own Ufe*y how-*, 
ever, a Hamper fhould be at his Service. The Go- 
vernor then very civilly invited them all to ftay 
and dine with him •, Davis told him, that being 
Commander of the Ship, he muft go on Board to 
lee her well moored, and give fome other Orders, 
but thofe two Gentlemen .might ftay, and that he 
himfelf would alio return before Dinner, and bring 
the Hamper of Liquor with him. 

While he was in the Fort, his Eyes were very 
bufy in obferving how Things lay *, he took Notice 
there was a Gentry at the Entrance, and a Guard- 
Houfe juft by it, where the Soldiers fipon Duty 
commonly waited, their Arms ftanding in a Cor- 
ner, in a Heap *, he faw alfo a great many fmall 
Arms in the Governor’s Hall ^ now when he came 
on Board, he affured his Men of Succefs, defiring 
them not to get drunk, and that as foon as they 
law the Flag upon the Caftle ftruck, they might 
conclude he was Mafter, and fend twenty Hands 
immediately afhore ; in the mean Time, there be- 
ing a Sloop at Anchor near them, he lent fome 
Hands in a Boat, to fecure the Mafter and all the 
Men, and bring them on Board of him, leaft they 
obferving any Buftle or arming in his Ship, might 
fend afhore and give Intelligence. 

Thefe Precautions being taken, he ordered Iiis 
Men, who were to go in the Boat with him, to put 
two Pair of Piftols each under their Cloaths, he 
doing the like himfelf, and gave them Directions 
to go into the Guard-Room, - and to enter into 
Converfation with the Soldiers, and obferve when 

he 
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he ftiould fire a Piftol thro** the Governor’s Win-? 
dow, to ftart up at once and fecure the Arms in 
the Guard-Room. 

When J Davis arrived. Dinner not being ready, 
the Governor propofed that they Ihould pafs their 
Time in making a Bowl of Punch till Dinner-Time: 
It muft be oblerved, that Davis's Coxen waited 
upon them, who had an Opportunity of going 
about all Parts of the Houle, to fee what Strength 
they had, he whilpered Davis , there being no 
Perlon then in the Room, but he, (Davis) the Ma- 
tter, the Do&or, the Coxen and Governor ^ Davis 
on a fudden drew out a Piftol, clapt it to the Go- 
vernor’s Breaft, telling him, he muft furrender the 
Fort and all the Riches in it, or he was a dead 
Man. The Governor being no Ways prepared for 
fuch an Attack, promifed to be very Paffive, and 
do all they delired, therefore they lhut the Door, 
took down all the Arms that hung in the Hall, 
and loaded them. Jbavis fires his Piftol thro’ the 
Window, upon which his Men, without, executed 
their Part of the Scheme, like Heroes, in an Inftant; 
getting betwixt the Soldiers and their Arms, all 
with their Piftols cock’d in their Hands, while one 
of them carried the Arms out. When this was 
done, they locked the Soldiers into the Guard- 
Room, and kept Guard without. 

In the mean Time one of them ftruck the Union 
Flag on the Top of the Caftle, at which Signal 
thole on Board lent on Shore a Reinforcement of 
Hands, and they got PolTeffion of the Fort with- 
out the leaft Hurry or Confulion, or lo much as a 
Man loft of either Side. 

Davis harangued the Soldiers, upon which a 
great many of them took on with him, thole 
who refufed, he fent on Board the little Sloop, 
and becaule he would not beat the Trouble of a 
Guard for them, he ordered all the Sails and Cables 
r * ^ 4 out 
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out of her, which might hinder them from attempt* 

mg to get away. 

This Day was fpent in a kind of Rejoycmg, the 
Caftle .firing her Guii c to (a lute the Ship, and the 
Ship the Caftle *, but the -next Day they minded 
their RuiinefT that is, they fell to plundering, but 
they found Things fall vaftly fhort ot their Ex- 
pectation ; for they difcovered, that a great deal of 
Money had^been lately lent away * 9 however, they 
met with the Value-of about two thoufind Founds 
Sterling in Bar Gold, and a great many other rich 
fe&fls : Every Thing they liked, which was por- 
table, they brought aboard their Ship-, fome Things 
which they had no Ufe for, they were fo generous 
to make a Prefent of, to the Maher and Crew of the 
little Sloop, to whom they alfo returned his feifel 
&gain, and then they fell to work hi difmounting 
the Guns, and deinoli thing the Fortifications. 

After they had done as much Mifchief as they 
could, and were weighing Anchor to be gone, they 
tpy’d a Ship bearing down upon them in full Sail; 
they Icon got' their Anchor’s up, and were in a 
Readinefs to receive her. This Ship prov’d to be 
a French Pyrate of fourteen Guns and lixty four 
Hands* half French , half Negroes ; the Captain’s 
Name was La Boufe ; he expefted no lefs than a rich 
jPrize*. which made him fo eager in the Chace ; but 
when he came near enough to fee their Guns, and 
the Number of their Hands upon Deck, he began 
to think he fhouid catch a ‘Tartar , and ffippofed her 
to be a fmall BngU\h Man of War ; however, fince 
there was no efcaping, he refolved to do a bold and 
defperate Aftion, which was to board Davis . As 
he was making towards her, for this Purpofe, he 
fired a Gun, and hoifted his. black Colours y Davis 
Returned the Salute, and hoified his black Colours 
falibi The French Man was not a little pleafed at this 
happy Mi hake ; they bothhoifled out their Boats, 

’ ' and 
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and the Captains went to meet and congratulate 
one another with a Flag of Truce in their Sterns y 
a great many Civilities paffed between them, and 
La Boufe defired Davis, that they might fail down 
the Coaft together, that he (La Boufe) might get 
abetter Ship : Davis agreed to it, and very cour- 
teoufly promifed him the firft Ship he took, fit for 
his Ufe, he would give him, as being willing to 
encourage a willing Brother. 

The firft Place they touch’d at, was Sierraleon y 
where at firft going in, they fpied a tall Ship at 
Anchor ^ Davis being the beft: Sailor firft came up 
with her, and wondering that (he did not try to make 
off, fufpefted her to be a Ship of Force. As foon as 
he came along Side of her, {he brought a Spring 
upon her Cable, and fired a whole Broadfide upon 
Davis , at the fame Time hoifted a black Flag ; 
Davis hoifted his black Flag in like Manner, and 
fired one Gun to Leeward. < 

In fine, {he proved to be a Pyrate Ship of twenty* 
four Guns, commanded by on eCocklyn, who expect- 
ing thefe two would prove Prizes, let them come 
in, leaft his getting under Sail might frighten 
them away. 

This Satisfa&ion <vas great on all Sides, at this 
Junftion of Confederates and Brethren in Iniquity ; 
two Days they fpent in improving their Acquain- 
tance and Friendihip, the third Day Davis and Cock - 
lyn, agieed to go in La Boufe’s Brigantine and attack 
the Fort ^ they contrived it fo, as to get up thither 
by high Water *, thofe in the Fort fufpefted them 
to be what they really were, and therefore flood 
upon their Defence *, when the Brigantine came 
within Musket-Shot, the Fort* fired all their Guns 
upon her, the Brigantine did the like upon the 
Fort, and fo held each other in Play for feveraL 
Hours, wheni' the two confederate Ships were come 
up to the AlEftance of the Brigantine , thofe who 

defend- 
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defended the Fort, feeing fuch a Number of Hands 
on Board theft Ships, had not the Courage to 
ftand it any longer, but abandoning the Fort, left 
it to the Mercy of thePyrates. 

They took PolTeffion of it, and continued there 
near feven Weeks, in which Time they all cleaned 
their Ships. We fhould have obftrved, that a Galley 
came into the Road while they were there, which 
Davis infilled fhould be yielded to La Boufe , accor- 
ding to his Word of Honour before given ; Cock - 
lyn did not oppofe it, fo La Boufe went into her, 
.with his Crew, and cutting away her half Deck, 
mounted her with twenty four Guns. 

Having called a Counftl of War, they agreed to 
fail down the Coaft together, and for the greater 
Grandeur, appointed a Commadore, which was 
Davis ; but they had not kept Company long, 
when drinldng together on Board of Davis , they 
had like to have fallen together by the Ears, the 
ftrong Liquor ftirr.ing up a Spirit of Difcord among 
them, and they quarrelled, but Davis put an End 
to it, by this fhort Speech : — — Heark ye^you Cock- 
lin and La Bouft, I find by (lengthening you , I have 
put a Bod into your Hands to whip my felf but Tm fill able 
fo deal with you both \ but fince we met in Love y let us 
part in Love y for 1 find , that three of a Tradje can never 

agree . Upon which the other two went on Board 

their refpeftive Ships, and immediately parted, each 
fleering a different Courft.. / 

Davis held on his Way down the Coaft, and 
making Cape Appollonia y he met with two Scotch 
and one Englijh Veffel, which he plundered, and then 
let go. About five Days after he fell in with a Dutch 
Interloper of thirty Guns and ninety Men, (half 
being Englijh ,) off Cape Three Points Bay *, Davis com- 
ing up along Side of her, the Dutch Man gave the 
firft Fire, and pouring in a broad-Side upon Davis y 
killed nine of his Men, Davis returned it, and a 

very 
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very hot Engagement followed, which lafted from 
one a Clock at Noon, till nine next Morning, , 
when the J Dutch Man ftruck, and yielded her felf 
their Prize, • . - 

Davis fitted up the Dutch Ship for his own 
Ufe, and called her the Rover r aboard of which he 
mounted ^thirty two Guns, and twenty feven Swi- 
vels, and proceeded with her and the King James * 
to Anamaboe •, he entered the Bay betwixt the Hours 
of twelve and one at Noon, and found there three 
Ships lying at Anchor, who were trading for Ne- 
groes, Gold and Teeth : The Names of thefe Ships 
were the Hink Pink, Captain Hall Commander, the 
Trincefs , Captain Plumb , of which Roberts , who will 
make a confiderable Figure in the fequel of this 
Hiftory, was fecond Mate, and the Morrice Sloop, 
Captain Fin ; he takes thefe Ships without any Re- 
fiftance, and having plundered them, he makes a 
Prefentof one of them, viz,, the Morrice Sloop, to 
the Dutch Men, on Board of which alope were found x 
a hundred and forty Negroes, befides dry Goods, 
and a confiderable Quantity of Gold-Duft. 

It happened there were feveral Canoes along Side 
of this laft, when Davis came in, who faved them- 
felves and got afhore thefe gave Notice at the 
Fort, that thefe Ships were Pyrates, upon which 
the Fort fired upon them, but without any >Exe^ 
cution, for their Mettle was not of Weight enough 
to reach them } Davis therefore, by Way of De- 
fiance, hoifted his black Flag and returned their 
Compliment. 

The fame Day he fail’d with his three .Ships, 
making his Way down the Coaft towards Princes , a 
portuguefe Colony ; But, before vve proceed any far?* 
t her in Davis’s Story, we Khali give our Reader an 
Account of the Portuguefe Settlements on this Coaft, 
with other curious Remarks, as they were commu- 
nicated to me by an ingenious Gentleman, lately ar- 
yedfrom thofe Parts* ADe-, 
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A Description of the Ijlands of St. Thome, 
Del Principe, and Annobono. > 

• t * \ * • . 

* / ‘ 



S the Portuguefe were the great Improvers of 
Navigation, and the firft Europeans /who traded 
too and fettled on the Coafts of Africa , even round 
to India, and made thofe Difcoveries, which now 
turn fb much to the Advantage of other. Nations, 
it may not be amifs, previously to a Defcriprion 
of thofe Iflands, to hint on that wonderful Pro- 
perty of the Loadftone, that a little before had been 
found out, and enabled them to purfue fiich new and 
daring Navigations* 

The attractive Power of the Loadftone, was uni- 
verfally known with the Ancients, as may be be- 
lieved by its being a native Foffil of the Grecians 9 
( Magnes a Magnefia) but its dire&ive, or polar Vir- 
tue, has only been known to us within this 350 
Years, and faid to be found out by John Goia of 
Malphi , in the Kingdom of Naples , Trim a dedit nau - 
tis ufum magnetis Ann alp hi •, the 5 others think, and 
afTure us, it was tranf ported by fpaulus Venetus from 
China to Italy, like the other famous Arts of modern 
XJfe with us, PRINTING and the Vfe of GUNS. , 

The other Properties or Improvements of the 
Magnet, viz,. Variation, or its Deflu CKon from an 
exaCt N. or S. Line,Variation of that Variation, and 
its Inclination, were the Inventions of Sebaflian Ca- 
bot, Mr. Gellibrand , and Mr. Norman *, the Inclinati- 
on of the Needle, or that Property whereby it 
'keeps an Elevation above the Horizon, in all Pla- 
ces but under the Equator,, (where its Parallel) is 
as furprizing a Phenomenon as any, and was the 
Pifcovery of our Countrymen*, and could it be 
found regular, I imagine would very much help to- 
wards the Difcovery of Longitude, at leaft would 
: , * - point 
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point out better Methods than hitherto known, 
when Ships drew nigh Land, which would anfwer 
as ufeful an End. iV « , 

r. Before the Verticity and Ufe of theCompafs, the 
Tortuguefe Navigations had extended no farther 
than Cape Non , {it was their ne plus ultra ,) and 
therefore fo called } diftrefs of Weather, indeed, 
had drove fome Coafters to Porto Santo , and Madera^ \ 
before any certain Method of fleering was inven- 
ted but after the Needle was feen thus inlpired. 
Navigation every Year improved under the great 
Incouragements of Henry , Alphonfus , and John II. 
Kings of Portugal , in Part of the 14th and in 
' the 15th Century. 

King Alphcnfus was not fo much at leafure as his 
Predeceffor, to purfiie thefe Difcoveries, but ha- 
ving feen the 1 Advantages accrued to Portugal by 
them, and that the Pope had confirmed the per- 
petual Donation of all they ftiould dilcover be- 
tween Cape Bajadore and India, inclufively, he refoi- 
ved not to negleCt the proper Affiftance, and farm- 
ed the Profits that did or might enfue to one Bernard 
Gomez,, a Citizen of Lisbon, who was every Voyage 
obliged to difcover 100 Leagues, ftill farther on: 
And about the Year 1470 made thefe Wands, the 
only Places (of all the confiderable and large 
Colonies they had in Africa,') that do now remain 
to that Crown. 

St. I'home is the principal of the three, whofe 
Governour is {Hied Captain General of the Iflands, 
and from whom the other at Princes receives his 
Commiflion, tho’ nominated by the Court of Portugal : 
It is a Bithoprick with a great many fecular Clergy 
who appear to have neither Learning nor Devotion, 
as maybe judged .by feveral of them being Ne^ 
groes ; One of the Chief of them, invited us to 
hear Mafs,. . as a Diverfion to pals Time away, 
whete he, and his inferior Brethren aCted fticK af- 
fected 
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fefted Geftures and Strains of Voice, as ihewed to 
their Difhonour, - they had no other Aim than 
pleafing us *, and what I think was ftill worfe, it 
was not without a View of Intereft * for as thefe 
Clergy are the chief Traders, they ftoop to piti- 
ful and fcandalous Methods for ingratiating them- 
felves: They and the Gove rnment, on this tra- 
ding Account, maintain as great Harmony, being 
ever jealous of each other, and praftifing little 
deceitful Arts to monopolize what Strangers have 
to offer for fale, whether Toys or Cloaths, which 
of all Sorts are ever Commodious with the Vortu- 
guefe , in all Parts of the World } an ordinary Suit of 
Black will fell for feven or eight Pound - a Turnftile 
Wig of four Shillings, for a Moidore a Watch of 
forty Shillings, for fix Pound, ere. : " 

1 The Town is of mean Building, but large and popu- 
lous, the Refidence of the greater Part of the Na- 
tives, who, thro’ the whole Ifland, are computed 
at 10000, the Militia at 3000, and are in general, 
a rafcally thievifh Generation, as an old grave 
Friend of mine can Witnefs ; for he having car- 
ried a Bag of fecond hand Cloaths on Shore, to 
truck for Provifions, feated himfelf on the Sand 
for that Purpofe, prefently gathered a Crowd 
round him, to view them ^ one of which defired to 
know the Price of a black Suit, that unluckily 
Jay uppermoft, and was the beft of them, agree- 
ing to the Demand, with little Hefitation, provid- 
ed it would but fit him*, he put them on im- 
mediately, in as much hurry as poflible, without 
any co-licentia Seignor *, and when my Friend was 
about to commend the Goodnefs of the Suit, and 

-it + 

ExaSrnefs they fet with, not dreaming of the Im- 
pudence of running away from a Crowd, the Rafcal 
took to his Heels, my Friend followed and bawl- 
ed very much, and tho’ there was 500 People 
about the Place, it ferved to no other End but 

making 
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making him a clear Stage, that the beft Pait of 
Heels might carry it *, lb he loft the Suit of Cloaths,, 
and before he could return to his Bag, others of 
them had beat off his Servant, and fhared the 

reft.- • . . . - 

Moft of the Ships from Guiney y of their own 
Nation, and frequently thole of ours, call at one 
or other of thefe Illands, to recruit with frelh Pro- 
vilions, iand take in Water, which on the Coaft 
are not lo good, nor lb conveniently to come by: 
Their own Ships likewife, when they touch here, 
are obliged to leave the King his (^uftom for their 
Slaves, which is always in Gold, at fo much a 
Head, without any Deduction at Braftl , for the*. 
Mortality that may happen afterwards \ this by. 
being a conftant Bank to pay off the civil and mi- 
litary Charges of the Government, prevents the 
Inconveniericy of Remittances, and keeps both it 
and Princes Hie rich enough to pay ready Money 
for every Thing they want of Europeans. . , ; 

Their Beefs are fmall and lean, ( two hundred 
Weight or a little more,) but the Goats, Hogs and 
Fowls very good, their Sugar courfe and dirty, 
and Rum very ordinary • as thefe Refrefhments 
lay moft with People who are in want of other . 
Neceffaries, they come to us^in Way of bartering^ 
very cheap : A good Hog for an old Cutlafh •, a fat" 
Fowl for a Span of Brafil Tobacco, (no other Sort 
being valued, &c. ) But with Money you give 
eight Dollars per Head for Cattle •, three Dollars for 
a Goat } fix Dollars for a grown Hog ^ a Teftune and > 
a Half for a Fowl * 7 a Dollar per Gallon for Rum ; 
two Dollars a Roove for Sugar and half a Dollar 
for a Dozen of Paraquets: Here is Plenty like- 
wife of Corn and Farine, of Limes, Citrons and 
Yamms. 

The Bland is reckoned nigh a Square, each Side 
1 8 Leagues long, hilly, and lays under the Rqui- 

nc&iaty 
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noEHal , a wooden Bridge juft without' the Town, 
being faid not to deviate the leaft Part of a Minute, 
either to the Southward or Northward \ and not- 
withftanding this warm Scituation, and continual 
vertical Suns, the Iflanders are very healthy, im- 
puted by thole who are diipofed to be merry, in a 
great Meafure to' the Want of even fo much as 
one Surgeon or PHyfician amongft them. ’ 

IfLe Del Principe , the next in Magnitude, a plea 7 
fant and delightful Spot to the grave, and thought- 
full Dilpofition of the Portugueje, an Improvement of 
Country Retirement, in that, this may be a happy 
and uninterrupted Retreat from the wholeWorld. 

I Ihail divide what I have to fay on this Ifland, 
into Obfervations made on our Approach to it, 
on the Seas round it, the Harbour, Produce of 
the Ifland and Seafons, Way of Living among the 
Inhabitants, fome Cuftom of the Negroes, with 
liich proper Deductions on each as may illuftrate 
the Delcription, and inform the Reader. 

We. were bound hither from Whydah , at the 
latter Part of the Month July, when the Rains 
are over, and the Winds hang altogether S. W. (as 
they do before the Rains, S. E.) yet with this 
Wind (when at Sea) we. found the Ship gained 
unexpectedly fo far to the Southward, (i. e. Wind- 
ward,) that we could with eale have weathered / 
any of the Iflands, and this feems next to impof 
ilble ihouldbe, if the Currents, which were ftrong 
to Leeward, in the Road of Why dab, had extended 
in like Manner crofs the Bite of Benin : No, it muff 
then have been very difficult to have weathered 
even Cape Formofa : On this Occafion, I fhall farther 
expatiate upon the Currents on the .whole Coaft 
of Guiney. * 

' The Southern Coaft of Africa runs in a Line of 
Latitude, the Northern on an Eafteru Line, but 
both ftrait, with the few eft Inlets, Gulphs or 
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Bays, of either of the four Continents ; the only 
large and remarkable one, is that of Benin and Ca~ 
labar , towards which the Currents of each Coaft 
tend, and is ftrongeft from the Southward, be- 
caule more open to a larger Sea, whofe riling it 
is (tho’V little and indifcernable at any Diftance 
from the Land,) that gives rife to thefe Currents 
clofe in Shore, which are nothing but Tides altered 
and difturbed by the Make and Shape of Lands. 

For Proof of this, I fhall lay down the following 
Obiervations as certain Fafts. That in the Rivers 
of Gambia, and Sierraleon , in the Straits and Chan- 
nels of Benin , and in general along the whole 
Coaft, the Flowings are regular on the Shores, 
with this Difference • that, in the abovementioifd 
Rivers, and in the Channels of Benin y where the 
Shore co nt raft the Waters into a narrow Compafs, 
the Tides are ftrong and high, as well as regular \ 
but on the dead Coaft, where it makes an equal. 
Reverberation, flow and low, fnot to above two 
or three Foot,) increafing as you advance towards 
Benin \ and this is farther evident in that at Cape 
Corfoy Succonda and Commenda y and where the Land 
rounds and gives any Stop, the Tides flow regularly 
to four Foot and upwards \ when on an evener 
Coaft, (tho 5 next adjoining,) they fhall not exceed 
two or three Foot - and ten Leagues out at Sea, 
(where no fuch Interruption is,) they become 
fcarcely, if at all, perceptible. 

What T would deduce from this, befides a Con- 
firmation of that ingenious Theory of the Tides,; 
by Captain Halley \ is firft, that the Ships bound to 
Angolay Cabenda y and other Places on the Southern 
Coaft of Africdy fhould crofs the »y£quinottial from 
Cape Talmas y and run into a Southern Latitude, 
without keeping-too far to the Weftward ^ and 
the Reafon leems plain, for if you endeavour 
to crofs it about the Iflands, you 
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fbutherly Winds and oppofite Currents .5 and if 
too far to the Weft ward, the trade Winds are ftrong 
and unfavourable *, for it obliges you to ftand in- 
to 28 or 30° Southern Latitude* till they are va- 
riable. > ' . ' 

Secondly, On the Northern Side >of Gurney, if 
Ships are bound from the Gold-Coajl to Sierraleon , 
Gambia , or elfe where to Windward, conli dering 
the Weaknefs of thefe Currents, and the Favou- 
rablenefs of Land Breezes, and Southerly in the 
Rains, Turnadoes, andeven of theTradeWind, when 
&-breaft of Cape Palmas , it is more expeditious to 
purfue the Paffagethis Way, than by a long per- 
ambulatory Courfe of 4 or 500 Leagues to the 
Weft ward, and as many more to the Northward, 
which muft bebefore a Wind can be obtained, that 
could recover the Coaft. 

. Laftly, It is, in a great Meafure, owning to this 
want of Inlets, and. the Rivers being fmall and 
unnavigable, thatf the Seas rebound with fo dan- 
gerous a Surff thro’ the whole Continent. 

Round the Shores of this Ifland, and at this Sea- 
Ion, (July, Augup and September,') there is ^a great 
Refort of Whale-Fith, tame, ;and ^porting very 
nigh the Ships as they fail in, always in Pairs, the 
Female much the fmalier, and often leen to rturn 
on their Backs for Dalliance, the Prologue to en- 
gendring : It has.an Enemy, called the Threiher, 
a large Fifti too, that has its Haunts here at this 
Seafbn, arid . encounters the W 7 hale, raifing him- 
felf out of the Water a confiderable Heighth, and 
falling again with great Weight and Force ^ it is 
commonly laid alio, that there is< a Sword Fifh 
in thefe Battles, who pricks the Whale up to the 
Surface again, but without this,? believef he would 
fuffocate when put to quick Motions, unlefs fre- 
quently approaching the Air, -to ventilate and re- 
move the Impediments to a fwifter Circulation : 

Nor 
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ISJor do I think he is battled for Prey* but to re-* 
move him from what is perhaps the Food of both# 
The Number of Whales here has put me forne* 
times on thinking an advantageous Filhery might 
be made of it, but I prefume they (no more than 
thofe of Brafil) are the Sort which yield the pro.* 
Stable Part, called Whale-Bone : All therefore that 
the Inlanders do, is now and then to go out with - 
two or three Canoes, and let on one for Di* 
verfion* 

The Rocks and outer Lines of the Ifland, a re 
the Haunts of variety of Sea-Birds, efpecially 
Boobies and Noddies *, the former are of the Big- 
of a Gull, and a dark Colour, named fo from their 
Simplicity, becaufethey often fit frill and let the 
Sailors take them up in their Hands ; but I fancy 
this fucceeds more frequently from their Weari- 
nefs, and the Largenels of their Wings* which* 
when they once have fefted, cannot have the Scope 
neceffary to raife and float them On the Air again# 
The Noddies are fmaller and flat footed alfo. x 

What I would remark more of them, is, the ad- 
mirable Inftinft in thefe Birds, for the proper Sea-* 
tons, and the prdper Places for Support. In the 
aforementioned Months, when the large Eifh were 
here, numerous Flocks JW Fowl attend for the 
Spawn and Superfluity of their Naurifliment ^ and 
in January few of either * 7 for the fame Reafon* 
there are fcarce any Sea Fowl feen on the Jfricaft 
Coa.ft *, Rocks and Ifiands being generally their 1 
beft Security and Subfifl:ance< 

The Harbour of Princes is at the E. S* E. Point 
of the I (land % the North-Side has gradual Soun* 
dings, but here deep Water, haying no Ground 
at a Mile off with 140 Fathom of Line* The Port 
(when in) is a fmooth narrow Bay, ftfe from Winds* 
(unlei s ,a little Swell when Southerly) and draught 
ted into other fitraller and fandy Gn^s, convenient 
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or railing of. Tents, Watering, and bawling the 
Seam ^ the whole prote&ed by a Fort, or rather 
Battery, of a dozen Guns on the Larboard-Side. 
At the Head of the Bay ftands the Town, about a 
Mile from the anchoring Place, and confifts of two 
or three regular Streets, of wooden built Houles, 
where the Governor and chief Men of the Illand 
refide. Here the Water grows lhallow for a con- 
fiderable Diftance, and the Natives, at every Ebb, 
(having before encompaffed every convenient Angle 
with a Rife of Stones, fomething like Weirs in Ehg- 
land) reiort for catching of Fifh, which, with them, 
is a daily Diverfion, as well as Subfiftance, 500 at- 
tending with Sticks and wicker Baskets *, and if they 
cannot dip them with one Hand, they knock them 
down with the other. The Tides rile regularly 6 
Foot in the Harbour, and yet not half that Heighth 
without the Capes that make the Bay. 

Here are conftantly two Miilionaries, who are 
lent for fix Years to inculcate the Chriftian Prin- 
ciples, and more efpecially attend the Converlion 
of the Negroes the prelent are Venetians , inge- 
nious Men, who leem to defpife the loole Morals 
and Behaviour of the Seculars, * and complain of 
them as of the Slaves, ut Color Mores funt nigru They 
have a neat Coijventual-Houfe and a Garden appro- 
priated, which, by their own lnduftry and Labour, 
not only thrives^ with the feveral Natives of the 
•Soil, but many Exoticks and Curiollties. A Fruit 
in particular, larger than a Chefnut, yellow, con- 
taining two Stones, with a Pulp, or clammy Sub- 
ftance about them, which, when fuck’d, exceeds in 
Sweetnefs, Sugar or Honey, and has this Property 
beyond them, of giving a fweet.Tafte to every Li- 
quid you fwallow for the whole Evening after. The 
only Plague infefHng the Garden, is a Vermin caHed 
Land-Crabs, in vaft Numbers, of a bright ; red Co- 
lour, (in other Relpefts like the Sea ones) which 
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burrough in thefe fandy Soils like Rabbets, and are 
as ihy. .* • 

The Ifland is a pleafant Intermixture of Hill 
and Valley *, the Hills fpread with Palms, Coco- 
Nuts, and Cotton-Trees, with Numbers of Mon- 
keys and Parrots among them *, the Valleys with 
fruitful Plantations of Tamms , Kulalu , Papas , Va- 
riety of Sallating, Ananas , or Pine-Apples, Gua- 
vas , Plant anes, Bon an as , Manyocos , and Indian 
Corn \ with Fowls, Guinea Hens, Mufcovy Ducks, 
Goats, Hogs, Turkies, and wild Beefs, with each a 
little Village of Negroes, who, under the Direction 
of their feveral Mafters, manage the Cultivation, 
and exchange or fell them for Money, much after 
the fame Rates with the People of St. Thome . 

I fhall run a Defcription of the Vegetables, with 
their Properties, not only becaufe they are the Pro- 
duce of this Ifland, but moft of them of Africa in 
general. 

The Palm-Trees are numerous on the Shores of 
Africa , and may be reckoned the firft of their na- 
tural Curiofities, in that they afford them Meat, 
Drink and Cloathing ^ they grow very ftraight to 
40 and 50 Foot high, and at the top (only) have 
3 or 4 Circles of Branches, that ipread and make a 
capacious Umbrella. The Trunk is very rough 
with Knobs, either Excrefcencies, or the Healings 
of thofe Branches that were lopped off to forward 
the Growth of the Tree, and make it anfwer bet- 
ter in its Fruit. The Branches are ftrongly tied 
together with a Cortex , which may be unravelled 
to a confiderable Length and Breadth - the inward 
Lamella of this Cortex , I know are wove like a 
Cloath at Benin, and afterwards died and worn : 
Under the Branches, and clofe to the Body t of the 
Tree, hang the Nuts, thirty Bunches 'perhaps on 
a Tree, and each of thirty Pound Weight, with 
prickly Films from between them,' notTunrefem- 
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fembling Hedge-Hogs * of thefe Nuts comes a li- 
quid and pleafant fcented Oyl, ufed as Food and 
Sauce all over the Coaft, but chiefly in the Wind- 
ward Parts of Africa, where they ftamp, boil and 
skim it oil in great; Quantities underneath* where 
the Branches fallen, they tap for Wine, called 
Cochra j in this Manner } the Negroes who are 
inoftly limber aftive Fellows, encompafs them- 
felves and the T^ees with a Hoop of ftrong With* 
and run up with a great deal of Agility *, at the 
Bottom of a Branch of Nuts, he mal es an Excar- 
vation of an Inch and a half over, and tying faft 
his Cal abafh, leaves it tp deftil, which it does to 
two or three Quarts in a Night’s Time, when done 
he plugs it ijp, and choofes another ; for if fuffered 
tp run too much, or in the Hay Time, the Sap i$ 
Unwarily exhaufted, and the Tree fpoiled : The 
Liquor thus drawn, is of a wheyifh Colour, in- 
toxicating and fours in 24 Hours, but when new 
drawn, is f leaf apt eft to thirft apd hitpger both : It is 
frpm thefe Wines' they draw their Arack in India, 
On the very Tpp.of the Palm, grows a Cabbage, 
called fo, \ believe, from feme refemblance its Taft 
%$ thought to. have with ours, and is ufed like it \ 
the Covering has a Down that makes the beft of 
Tinder, and the Weavings of other Parts are drawn 
put into ftrong Threads. / s f 

Coco- Nut -frees ire branch’d like, but not fo tall 
ias ? P 4 m Trees, the Nut like them, growing under 
the Branches, and clpfe to the Trunk’, the milky 
Liquor they contain, (to half a Pint or more,) is 
Often drank to quench Thirft, but forfeiting, and 
this may be obferved in their Way of Nourilh* 
fnent, that when the Quantity of Milk is large, 
the Shell and Meat are very thin, and harden and 
thicken in Proportion* as that lofes. 

Cotton Trees aifo are the Growth of all Parts of 
Well as the Iflands, of vaft Bignefs, yet; 
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not fb incremental as the Shrubs or Bullies of five 
or fix Foot high } thefe bear a Fruit (if it may be 
fb called) about the Bignefs of Pigeons Eggs, which 
as the Sun fwells and ripens, burfts forth and dif* 
covers three Cells loaded with Gotton, and Seeds 
in the Middle of them : Thisinmbft Parts the Ne- 
groes know how to fpin, and here at Nicongo and 
the Ifland St. Jago 7 how to weave into Cloths. * 
Tamrns are a common Root* fweeter but not un- 
like Potato’s : Kuldlvj a Herb like Spinnage ; Papa, 
a Fruit lefs than the fmalleft Piimkins; they are 
all three for boiling, and to* be eat with Meat} 
the latter are improved by the En^lijh into a Tur- 
nip or an i^pple Taft, with a due Mixture of But^ 
ter or Limes. ' 1 

Guava's, a Fruit as large as a Pipin, with Seeds 
and Stones in it, of an uncouth aftringing Taft, tho* 
never fo much be laid in Commendation of it, at the 
Weft- Indies, it is common for Craolians, (who has 
tailed both,) to give it a Preference to Peach or 
Ne&arine, no amazing Thing .when Men whole 
Tafts are fo degenerated, as to prefer a Toad in a 
Shell, (as Ward calls Turtle,) to Venifbn, and Ne- 
groes to fine Englijh Ladies. 

Plantanes and Soriano's are Fruit of oblong Fi- 
gure, that I think differ only fecundum Major & 
Minus , if any, the latter are preferable, and by be- 
ing lefs, are juicier} they are ufually, when ftrip- 
ped of their Coat, eat at Meals inftead of Bread : 
The Leaf of this Plantane is an admirable Deter- 
gent, and, externally applied, 1 have feen cure the 
moft obftinate fcorbutick Ulcers. 

Manyoco. A Root that ihoots its Branches about 
the heighth of a Currant Bufli } from this Root 
the Iflanders make a Farine or Flower, which they 
fell at three Ryals a Roove, and drive a confidera- 
ble Trade for it with the Ships that call in. The 
manner of making it, is firft to prefs the Juice from it, 
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(which is poifonous) done here with Engines, and 
then the Negroe Women, upon a rough Stone, rub 
it into a granulated Flower, relerved in their Hou- 
le s, either to boil, as we do our Wheat, and is a 
hearty Food for the Slaves ^ or make it into a 
Bread, fine, white, and well tafted, for themfelves. 
One thing worth taking Notice about Manyoco in this 
Ifland, is, that the Woods abound with a wild poi- 
fonous and more mortiferous Sort, which fbmetimes 
Men, unskilled in the Preparation of it, feed on to 
their DeftruCtion : This the Miflionaries affured me 
they often experimented in their Hogs, and belie- 
ved we did in the Mortality of our Sailors. 

Indian Corn , is likewife as well as the Farine de 
Manyoco and Rice, the common Victualling of our 
Slave Ships, and is afforded here at 1000 Heads for 
two Dollars. This Corn grows eight or nine Foot 
high, on a hard Reed or Stick, fhooting forth at e- 
very fix Inches Heighth, fome long Leaves } it has 
always an Ear, or rather Head, at top, of, perhaps, 
400 Fold Increafe ^ and often two, three, or more, 
Midway. 

Here are fome Tamarind Trees •, another called 
Cola , whole Fruit, or Nut (about twice the Bignefs 
of a Cheftnut, and bitter) is chewed by the Por- 
tuguese y to give a fweet Guft to their Water which 
they drink*, but above all, I was fhewn the Bark of 
one (whole Name 1 do not know) gravely affirm’d 
to have a peculiar Property of enlarging the Virile 
Member • I am not fond of Rich Conceits, nor be- 
lieve it i$ the Power of any Vegetables, but muft 
acknowledge, I have feen Sights of this kind among 
the Negroes very extraordinary *, yet, that there 
may be no Wiihes among the Ladies for the Impor- 
tation of this Bark, I muft acquaint them, that 
they are found to grow lefs merry, as they encreafe 
in Bulk. I had like to have forgot their Cinnamon 
'Trees; there is only one Walk of them, and is the 
' ' Entrance 
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Entrance of ' the Governor’s Villa ; they thrive ex- 
treemly well, and the Bark not inferior to our Cin- 
namon from India % why they and other Spice, in a 
Soil fo proper, receive no farther Cultivation, is, 
probably, their Sufpicion, that fb rich a Produce, 
mieht make fome potent Neighbour take a Fancy to 
the Ifland. - 

They have two Winters, or rather Springs, and 
two Summers : Their Winters, which are the rainy 
Seafons, come in September and February , or March, 
and hold two Months, returning that Fatnefs and 
generative Power to the Earth, as makes it yield 
a double Crop every Year, with little Sweat or 
Labour. 

r « - £- 
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Bis gravida Tecudes , bis Fomis utilis arbos. 

Their firft coming is with Travado’s, i. e. fudden 
and hard Gufts of Wind, with Thunder, Light- 
ning and heavy Showers, but Ihort y and the next 
new or full Moon at thofe Times of the Year, infal- 
libly introduces the Rains, which once begun, fall 
with little Intermiffion, and are obferved coldeft in 
February. Similar to thefe are rainy Seafons alfo 
over all the Coaft of Africa: If there may be al- 
lowed any general Way of calculating their Time, 
they happen from the Courfe of the Sm\ as it re- 
fpefts the cAZquinoclial only • for if thefe cAZquinoxes 
prove rainy Seafons all over the World (as I am apt 
to think they are) whatever fecret Caufo operates 
with that Station of the Sun to produce them, will 
more effectually do it in thofe vicine Latitudes ; 
and therefore, as the Sun advances, the Rains are 
brought on the Whydah and Gold Coafl, by April , 
and on the Windwardmoft Part of Guiney by May : 
The other Seafon of the Sun’s returning to the 
Southward, make them more uncertain and irregu- 
lar in Northern Africa , but then to the Southward 
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again, they proceed in like manner, and are at 
Cape Lopes in Olhober, at Angola in November, &c. * 
r The Manner of living among the Portuguese here 
is, with the uimoft- Frugality and Temperance, e- 
ven to Penury and Staffing - 7 a familiar Inftance of 
Proof is, in the Voracity of their Dogs, who find- . 
ing fiich clean Cupboards at home, are wild in a 
manner with Hunger, and tare up the Graves of 
the Dead for Food, as I have often feen : They 
themfelves are lean with Covetoufnefs, and that 
Chriftian Vertue, which is often the Refult of it,- 
Selfdenyal ; and would train up their Cattle in the 
fame way, could they fetch as much Money, or 
had not they their Provifion more immediately of 
Providence. The beft of them ( excepting the Go- 
vernor now and then) neither pay nor receive any 
Vifits of Efcapade or Recreation \ they meet and 
fit .down ac each others Doors in the Street every 
Evening, < and as few of them, in fafmall an Ifland, 
can have their Plantations at any greater Diftance, 
than that they may fee it every Day if they will, 
fo the Subjeft of their Talk is moftly how Affairs 
went there, with their Negroes, or their Ground,' 
and then part with one another innocently, but 
empty, ' , , • - 

The Negroes have yet no hard Duty with them, • 
they are rather Happy in Slavery • for as their Food 
is chiefly Vegetables, that could no way elfe be ex- 
pended, there is no Murmurs bred on that account • 
and as their Buftnefs is Domeftick, either in the Ser- 
vices of the Houfe, or in Gardening, Sowing* 
or Planting, they have no more than what every 
Man would prefer for Health and Pleafure ; the 
fra r deft of their Work is the Carriage of their 
Pateroons, or their Wives, to and from the Plantar 
tions this they do in Hammocks (call’d at Whydab , 
Serpentines ) flung crofs a Pole, with a Cloath over, 
to fcreen the Perfbn, fo carried, from Sun and 
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Weather, and the Slaves are at each End ; and yet 
even this, methinks, is better than the fpecious 
Liberty a Man has for himfelf and his Heirs to 
work in a Coal Mine. 

The Negroes are, moft of them, thro* the Ca^e 
of their Patroons, Chriftians, at leaft nominal, but 
excepting to fome few, they adhere ftill t€> many 
Ally Pagan Cuftoms in their Mournings and Re- 
joy cings, and in fome Meafure, powerful Majority 
has introduced them with the Vulgar of the Mulatto 
and Vortuguez^e Race. 

If a Perlon die in that Colour, the Relations and 
Friends of him meet at the Houfe, where the Corpfe 
is laid out decently on the Ground and covered (all 
except the Face) with a Sheet ^ they fit round it, 
crying and howling dreadfully, not unlike what our 
Countrymen are faid to do in Ireland: This Mour- 
ning lafts for eight Days and Nights, but not e- 
qually intenfe, for as the Friends, who compoie 
the Chorus, go out and in, are weary, and unequal- 
ly affefted, the Tone ieffens daily, and the Inter- 
vals of Grief are longer. 

In Rejoycings and Feftivals they are equally 
ridiculous } thete are commonly made on fome 
Friend’s Eftape from Shipwreck, or other Danger : 
They meet in a large Room of the Houfe, with a 
Strum Strum, to which one of the Company, per- 
haps, fings wofully \ the reft ftanding round the 
Room clofe to the Petitions, take it in their Turns 
(one or two at a time) to ftep round, called Dan- 
cing, the whole clapping their Hands continually, 
and hooping out every Minute Abeo^ which fignify 
no more, than, how do you* And this foolifh Mirth 
will continue three or four Days together at a 
JToufe, and perhaps twelve or fixteen Hours at 
time. ■ if 1 

The Portuguese ytho’’ eminently abftemious and tem- 
perate in all other Thiqgs, are unbpunded in their 
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Lufts •, and perhaps they fubftitute the former in 
room of a Surgeon, as a Counterpoiibn to the 
Milchiefs of a promiscuous Salacity. : They havemoft 
of them Venereal Taints, and with Age become 
meager and hefrick : 1 faw two Inftances here of 
Venereal Ulcers that had cancerated to the Bowels, 
Spectacles that would have effectually perfwaded 
Men (l think) how Salutary the ReftriCtion of 
Laws are. 

Annobono is the laft, and of the lea ft Confequence 
of the three Iflands •, there are Plenty of Fruits and 
Provifions, exchanged to Ships for old Cloaths and 
Trifles of any Sort } they have a Governor nomi- 
nated from St. Thomey and two or three Priefts, nei- 
ther of which are minded, everyone living at Di- 
fcretion, and filPd with Ignorance and Luft. 

.X ' 

To return, to Davlfy the next Day after he left 
'Ammaboey early in the Morning, the Man at the 
Maft-Head efpied a Sail. It muft be oblerved, they 
keep a good Look-out ^ for, according to their Ar- 
ticles, he who firft efpies a Sail, if Ihe proves a Prize, 
is entitled to the beft Pair of Piftols on Board, over 
and above his Dividend, in which they take a fingu- 
, lar Pride % and a Pair of Piftols has fometimes been 
fold for thirty Pounds, from one to another. < 

Immediately they gave Chace, and. loon came up 
with her -, the Ship proved to be a Hollander , and 
being betwixt Davis and the Shore,, fhe made all 
the Sail fhe could, intending to run aground } Davis 
gueffed her Defign, and putting out all his fmall 
Sails, came up with her before flie could effeCl it, 
and fired a Broad-fide, upon which fhe immediate- 
ly ftruck^ and called for. Quarter. It was granted, 
for according to Davis s Articles, it was ..agreed, 
that Quarter fhould be given whenever it was cal- 
led for, upon Pain of Death. 
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This Ship proved a very rich Prize, having the 
Governor of Acra on Board, with all his Effe&s, go- 
ing to Holland \ there was in Money to the Value of 
15000/. Sterling, befides other .valuable Merchandi- 
zes, all which they brought on Board of themlelves. 

Upon this new Succefs,. they f reftored Captain 
Hall and Captain Plumb , before-mentioned, their 
Ships again, but ftrengthened their Company with 
thirty five Hands, all white Men, taken out of 
thefe two and the Morrice Sloop; they alio Ta- 
ilored the Dutch their Ship, after having plunder’d 
her, as is mentioned. 

Before they got to the Ifland of Princes , ' one of 
their Ships, viz*, that call’d the King James, fprung 
a Leak ; Davis order’d all Hands out of her, on 
Board his own Ship, with every thing elfe of Ule, 
and left her at an Anchor at High Cameroon. As foon 
as he came in Sight of the Ifland, he hoifted English 
Colours ; the Portuguese obferving a large Ship Hail- 
ing towards them, fent out a little Sloop to exa* 
mine what Ihe might be; this Sloop hailing of Davls 9 
he, told them he was an English Man of War, in 
Queft of Pyrates, and that he had received Intelli- 
gence there were fome upon that Coaft ; upon this 
they received him as a welcome Gueft, and piloted 
him into the Harbour. He faluted the Fort, which 
they anfwered, and he came to an Anchor juft under 
their Guns, and hoifted out the Pinnace, Man of 
War Falhion, ordering nine Hands and aCoxen in 
it, to row him afliore. 

The Portuguese, to do him the greater Honour, 
lent down a File of Mufqueteers to receive him, 
arid conduit him to the Governor. The Governor 
not in the ieaft fufpefting what he was, received 
him very civilly, promifing to fupply him with 
whatever the Ifland afforded ; Davis thanked him,- 
telling him, the King of England would pay for what- 
ever he Ihouid take ; fo after feveral Civilities 

' pafs’d 
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pafs’d between him and the Governor, he returned 
again on Board* > * • ' 

It happened a French Ship came kuthere to fupply 
it felf with fome NecelTaries, which Davis took 'in- 
to, his Head to plunder, but to give the Thing a 
rColour of Right, he perfuaded the Portuguese, that 
ihe had been trading with the Pyrates, and that 
he found feveral Py rates Goods on Board, which 
he feized for the King’s Ufe i This Story palled fo 
. well upon the (Governor, that he commended Da* 
vis's Diligence. v 

A few Days after, Davis, with about fourteen more, 
went privately afhore, and walk’d up the Country 
towards a Village, where the Governor and the 
other chief Men of the I Hand kept their Wives, in 
tending, as we may fuppofe, to fupply their Hus- 
bands Places with them ; but being difcovered, the 
Women fled to a neighbouring Wood, and Davis and 
the reft retreated to their Ship,'; without effe&ing 
their Defign : The Thing made fome Noife, but as 
no body knew them, it palled over. 

Having cleaned his Ship, and put all Things in 
Order, his Thoughts now were turned upon the 
main Bulinels, vis* the Plunder of the Ifland, and 
not knowing where the Treasure lay, a Stratagem 
came into his Head, to get it ( as he thought) with 
little Trouble , he confulted his Men upon it, and 
they liked the Defign: His Scheme was, to make a 
Prefent fo the Governor, of a Dozen Negroes, by 
Way of Return for the Civi lities received from him, 
and afterwards to invite him, with the chief Men, 
and fome of the Friers, on Board his Ship, to an En- 
tertainment; the Minute they came on-Board, they 
were fo be fecured in Irons, and there kept till they 
fhould pay a Ranfom of 40000/. Sterling. 

But this Stratagem proved fatal to him, for a Por - 
tuguese Negroe 1 warn afhore in the Night, and dilco- 
vered the whole Plot to the Governor, and alfo let 

' ' - him 
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him know, that it was Davis \vho had made the At- 
tempt upon their Wives. However, the Governor 
diffembled, received the Pyrates Invitation civilly, 
and promifed that he and the reft would go. 

The next Day Davis went on Shore himfelf, as 
if it were out of greater Refpeft to bring the Gover- 
nor on Board : He was received with the ufual Ci- 
vility, and he, and other principal Pyrates, who, by 
the Way, had affumed the Title of Lords, and as 
fiich took upon them to advife or councel their 
Captain upon any important Occafion * and like- 
wife held certain Priviledges, which the common 
Pyrates were debarred from, as walking the Quar- 
ter-Deck, ufmg the great Cabin, going alhore at 
Pleafure, and treating with foreign Powers, that is, 
with the Captains of Ships they made Prize of 9 1 fey, 
Davis and feme of the Lords were defired to walk up 
to the Governor’s Houfe, to take feme Refrefetnent 
before they went on Board • they accepted it with- 
out the leaft Sufpicion, but never returned again % 
for an Ambufcade was laid, a Signal being given, a 
whole Volley was fired upon them •, they every Man 
dropp’d, except one, this one fled back, andefeapeff 
into the Boat, and got on Board the Ship : Davis 
was ihot through the Bowels, yet Be rife again, and 
made a weak Effort to get away, but his Strength 
icon forfook him, and he dropp’d down dead ; " juft 
£s he fell, he perceived he was followed, and draw- 
ing out his Piftols, fired them at his Purfuers ; Thus 
like a game Cock, giving a dying Blow, that h® 
might not fall unrevenged, , . 
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Artholomew Roberts failed in an honeft Employ, 
from London aboard of the Princefs , Captain 
Plumb Commander, of which Ship he was 
fecond Mate : He left England, November 1719, and 
arrived at Guiney about February following, and be- 
ing at Anamaboe , taking in Slaves for the Weft- 
Indies, was taken in the laid Ship by Captain How- 
el Davis , as mentioned in the preceeding Chapter. 
In the beginning he was very averfe to this fort 
of Life, and would certainly have efcaped from 
them, had a fair Opportunity prefented it felf • 
yet afterwards he changed his Principles, as many 
befides him have done upon another Element, and 
perhaps for the fame Reafbn too, viz*. Preferment, 

and what he did not like as a private Man 

he could reconcile to his Confcience as a Com- 
mander. * 

Davis being cut off in the manner beforementi- 
oned, the Company found themfelves under a Ne- 
cefiity of filling up his Poft, for which there ap- 
pear’d two or three Candidates among the feleft Part 
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of them, that were diftinguifh’d by the Title of 
Lords, fucliwere Sympfon, Affiant, Anftis , &c. and 


bn canvafling this Matter, how lhatter’d and weak 
a Condition their Government ihuft be without a 


Head, lince Davis had been remov’d, in the man* 
her beforemention’d, my Lord Dennis propos'd* ii$ 
laid, over a Bowl to this Purpbfe., f 

That it was not of any great Signification who was dig- 
nifty' d with Title y f°V really and in Truth , all good Go- 
vernments had (tike theirs ) the fufream Tower lodged with 
the Community , who might doubt lefs depute and revoke as 
fuited Jnteref or Humour . We are the Original of this 
Claim (fays he) and jhould a Captain be fo fawey as to ex- 
ceed Prefcription at any time , why down with Him! 
it will be a Caution after he is dead to his Sucteffots, of tf>hat 
fatal Conference any fort of ajfuming may be. . However, 
it is my Advice , that, while we are fober , we pitch upon a 
Man of Courage , and skill'd in Navigation , one, who by 
his Council and Bravery feems befi able to defend this Com - 
monwealth, and Ward us from the Dangers and Temp efts of 
an in ft able Element , and the fatal Ccdfequentes of Anar thy } 
and fuch a one / take Roberts to be. A Fellow ! 1 think s 
in all RefpeBs, worthy your Ffteem and Favour * 

, This Speech was loudly applauded by all but Lord 
Sympfon, who had fee ret. Expectations hiihfelf, but 
on this Difappointment, grew fallen* and left them* 
jfwearing, he did not care who they chofe Captain , fd 
Was tiot aPapift , for again ft them he had conceiv’d an it* 
feconcileable Hatred , for that his Father had been a Suffer* 
er in Monmouth’ j Rebellion. / ft; - 

Roberts was accordingly ele&ed, tho f he had not 
been above fix Weeks among them, the Choice wa$ 

, confirm’d both by the Lords and GomnionerSf f and ' 
Ije accepted of the Honour, fay ing, *thdt fince he had 
Hipp'd his Hands in muddy Water , and mu ft be a Pyrate , if 
fyaS better being a Commander than d common man. 

As fbon as the Government was fettled, by prbmc^ 
ting other Officer^ in the room of thofe that were kilf d 
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by the Portuguese , the Company refolv’d to revenge 


Captain Davis's Death, he being more than ordina-i 

1 


rily refpected by the Crew for his Affability and 
good Nature, as well as his Conduit and Bravery 
upon all Occafions • and purfuant to this Refolution, 
about 30 Men were landed in order to make an At- 
tack upon the Fort, which niuft be afcended to by a 
fteep Hill again# the Mouth of the Cannon. Thefe 
Men were headed by one Kennedy , a bold daring 
Fellow, v but very wicked and profligate ; they 
march’d direftly up under the Fire of their Ship 
Guns, and as foon as they were difcover’d, the Por- 
tuguese quitted their Poft and fled to the Town, and 
the Py rates march’d in without Oppofition, let Fire 
to the Fort, and threw all the Guns off the Hill into 
the Sea, which after they had done, they retreated 
quietly to their Ship. 

But this was not look’d upon, as a lufficient Sa- 
tisfaction for the Injury they received, , therefore 
moft of the Company were for burning the Town, 
which Boberts faid he would yield to, if any Means 
could be propoled of doing it without their own 
DeftruCtion, for the Town had a fecurer Scituation 
than the Fort, a thick Wood coming almoft dole 
to it, affording Cover to the Defendants, who 
under fuch an Advantage, he told them, it was to 
be Fear’d, would fire and ftand better to their Arms; 
befides, that bare Houfes would be but a' 'flender 
Reward for their Trouble and Lofs. This prudent 
Advice ■ prevailed ; however, they mounted the 
French Ship, they feiz’d at this Place, with 1 2 Guns, 
and lightened her, in order to come up to the Town, 
the Water being fiioal, and battered down feveral 
Houfes; after which they all returned on Board, 
gave back the French Ship to thole that had moft jl 


Right/to her, and failed out of the Harbour by the 
light of two Tortuguefe Ships, which they were plea- 
led to fet on Fire there. 


Boberts 
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Roberts flood away to the Southward, and met 
with a Dutch Guiney Man, : .which he made Prize of, 
but after having plundered her, the Skipper had 
his Ship again : Two Days after, he took an E ngtijh 
Ship, called the Experiment , Captain Cornet , at Cape 
Lopez, the Men went all into the py rate Service, 
and having no Occafiornfor the Ship, they burnt 
her, and then fleered for St .Thome, but' meeting 
with nothing in their Way, they failed for Annabo- 
na, and there water’d, took in Provifions, and put 
it to a Vote of the Company, whether their next 
Voyage ihould be, to the Eaft-Indies, or to Brafd ; 
the latter being refolved on, they failed according- 
ly, and In 28 Days arrived at Ferdinando, an unin- 
habited Ifland, on.thatCoaft: Here they water’d, 
boot-top’d their Ship, and made ready for thede- 
ligned Cruife. r . , ^ ’/ * ; 4 \ 

Now that we are upon this Coafl, I think it will 
be the proper Place to prefent our Readers with a 
Delcription of this Country, and fome ingenious 
Remarks of a Friend, how beneficial a Trade might 
be carried on here by our Weft-lndia Merchants* at 
a little Hazard. r , 
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B RASIL ( a Name fignifying the holy Crofsj 
was difeovered for the King of Portugal , by 
Alvarez. Cabral, Ann . Dom . 1501. extending a lmoft 
from the zASquinottial to 28 9 South. The Air is 
temperate and cool, in companion, of the Weft-In- 
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dies , fromftronger Breezes and an opener Country, 
which gives lefs Interruption to the Winds. 

The northernmoft Part of it ftretchihg about 
180 Leagues, (a fine fertile Country,) was ta- 
ken from the Tortuguefe by the Dutch Weft -India 
Company, Anno . 1637 or thereabouts ^ but .the 
Conquerors, as is natural where there is little or 
no Religion fubfifting, made fuch heavy Exafiions 
on the Tortuguefe , and extended fuch Cruelty to 
the Natives, thaf prepared them both eafily to 
unite for a Revolt, facilitated by the Dutch Mis- 
management : For the States being at this Time 
very intent on their India Settlements, not only re- 
called Count Morrice their Governor, but negleft- 
ed Supplies to their Garrifons \ however, tho? the 
others were countenanced with a Fleet from Por- 
tugal , and had the Affeftion of the Natives, yet 
they found Means to withfland and ftruggle with 
this fuperior Power, from 1643 to 1660 , and then 
was wholly abandoned by them, on Articles di£ 
honourable to the Tortuguefe , viz. > V 4 * tfl 

That the Dutch , on Relinquifhing, fhould keep 
all the Places they had conquered in India from 
Tortugal. That they fhould pay the States 800000 /. 
and permit them ftill the Liberty of Trade to Afri- 
ca and Brafif on the fame Cuftqm and Duties with 
the King of Portugal's Subjefts. But fince that 
Time, new Stipulations and Treaties have been 
made ^ wherein the Dutch , who have been totally 
excluded the Brafil Trade, have, in lieu thereof, a 
Compofition of 10 per Cent, for the Liberty of tra- 
ding to Africa *, and this is always left by every - 
Tortuguefe Ship (before fhe begins her Slaving) 
with the Dutch General of the Gold-Coaft 7 at Des 
Minas . % f 

There are only three principal Towns of Trade 
on the Brafil Coaft, St, Salvadore 7 St. Sthfliarf, and 
Jernambuca. 

st: : 
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St. Sahadore in the Bahia los todos Santos , is an 
Archbiihoprick’and Seat of the Viceroy, the chief 
Port pf Trade for Importation, where moftof the 
Gold from the Mines is lodged, and whence the 
Fleets for Europe generally depart. The Seas about 
it abound with Whale-Filh, which in the Seafon 
they catch in great Numbers } the Flefh is falted 
up generally to be the' Victualling of their Slave- 
Ships, and the Train referved for Exportation, at 
30 and 35 Millrays a Pipe. ' 

Bio Janeiro ft he Town St. Sebafilan) is die Soiith- 
ernmoft of the Torpuguefe , the worft provided of 
Neceifaries, but commodious for a Settlement, b,e- 
caufe nigh the Mine,, arid convenient to fupervife 
the Slaves, \yho, as I have been told, do ufually al- 
low their Matter a Dollar per Diem , and have the 
Overplus of their Work (if any) to themfelves. 

The Gold from hence is efteemed the beft, (for 
being of a copper ifli Colour,) and they have a Mint 
to run it into Coin, both here and at Bahia } the 
Moidors of either having the initial Letters of each 
Place upon theni. ' / - 1 

Ternambuca (tho’ mention’d laft) is the (econd in 
Dignity, a large and populous Town, and hasits rife 
from the Ruins of Olinda r Q or the handfome,) a 
City of a far pleafanter Situation, fix JVJiles up the 
River, but not To commodious for Tra flick and 
Commerce.' Juft above the Town the River divides 
itlelf into two Branches, not running direftly into 
the Sea, but to the Southward * and in the Nook of 
the I (land made by that Divifion, ftands the Gover- 
nor’s Houle, a fquare plain Building ot Prince Mau~ 
rice' s, with two 8 .Towers, on which are only this 
Date infcribed. Anno 1 64 1.. The Avenues to it 
are every way pleafant, thro’:' Vifto ? s of tall Coco- 
Nut Trees. 

Over each Branch of the River is : a Bridge that 
leading to the Country is all of Timber, but the 
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other to the Town (of twenty fix or twenty eight 
Arches,) is half of Stone, made by' the Dutch , who 
in their Time had little Shops and gaming. Houles# 
on each Side for Recreation. , r;, .. 

The Pavements alfo of the Town are in fbme 
Places of broad Tiles, the remaining Fragments of 
their Conqueft. The Town has the outer Branch 
of the River behind it, and the Harbour before it, 
jetting into which latter are clofe Keys for the 
weighing and receiving of Cuftomage on Merchan- 
dize, and for the meeting and conferring of Mer- 
chants and Traders. TheHoufes are ftrong built, 
but homely, letticed like thofe of Lisbon , for the 
Admiifion of Air, without iClofets, and what 
is worfe, Hearths ; which makes their Cookery 
confiftall in frying and ftewing upon Stoves; and 
that they do till the Flefh become tender enough 
to fhake it to Pieces, and one Knife is then thought 
fufficient to ferve a Table, of half a Score. 

The greateft Inconvenience of Pernambuca is, that 
there is not one Publick-Houfe in it ; fo that Stran- 
gers are obliged to hire any ordinary one they 
can get, at a Guinea a Month : And others 
who come to tranfaft Affairs of Importance, muft 
come recommended, if it were only for the fake of 
Privacy. / 4 fS i 

The Market is flocked w^ll enough, Beef being at 
five Earthings per l. a Sheep or Goat at nine Shillings, 

£ Turkey four Shillings, and Fowls twoShillings, the 
Jargeft 1 ever law, and may be procured much 
Cheaper, by hiring a Man to fetch them out of 
the iCountry. The dearefi in its kind is Water, 
which being fetch’d in Veflels from Olinda , will not 
be put on Board in the Road under two Grufado’s 

a Pipe. ' '' c 5 '' !i " " ' 

The P or fugue je here are darker than thofe of Eu~ 
rope 0 4 not ’ only from a warmer Climate, but their 
many intermarriages with the Negroes, who are 
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- numerous there, and fome of them of good Credit 
and Circumftances. The Women (not unlike the 
Mulatto Generation every where elle) are fond of > 
Strangers } not only the Courtezans, whole Inte- 
reft maybe fuppofed to wind up their Affections, 
but alio the marryed Women who think them- 
felves obliged, when you favpur them with the 
Secrecy of an Appointment ^ 'but the Unhap- 
pinefs of purfuing Amours, is, that the gene- 
rally of both Sexes are touched with veneral 
Taints, without io much as one Surgeon among 
them, or any Body skilled in Phylick^ to cure or ’ 
palliate the progreffive Mifchief : The only Per- 
fon pretehding that Way, is an Irijh Father, ’wholepv^ 
Knowledge is all comprehended in the Virtues of 
two or three Simples*, and thole, with the Salubrity ' ^ 
of the Air and Temperance, is what they depend on, 
for fubduing the worit of Malignity *, and it may 
not be unworthy Notice, that tho’ few are exemp- 
ted from the Misfortune of a Running, Eruptions, 
or the like, yet I could hear of none precipitated 
into thole deplorable Circumftances we lee common 
in unskillful mercurial Proceifes. 

There are three Monafteries, and about fix 
Churches, none of them Rich or Magnificent, un- 
lefs one dedicated to St. Antonio , the Patron of 
their Kingdom, which fiiines all over with exqui- 
fite Pieces of Paint and Gold. N 

The' Export of BraJU (befides Gold)is chiefly Su- 
gars and Tobacco ^the latter are fent off in Rowls 
of a Quintal Weight, kept continually moiftened 
with Muloffus, which, with the Soil it fprings from, 
imparts a ftrong and peculiar Scent, more ferifi- 
ble in the Snuff made from it, which tho’ under 
Prohibition of importing to Lisbon , fells here at 
2 s. perl . as the Tobacco, does at about 6‘Millraies 
a Rowl. The fineft of their Sugars fells at 3 s. per 
Roove/and a fmall ill tailed Rum drawn from 
•- • ' ' 1 f. ^ •' -0, 4 f ^ . ■ V the 
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the Dregs and. MuloiTus, attwo Teftunes a GaD 
Ion. 

n "*' s r' 

Befides thefts , t]iey fend off great Quantities qf 
iBrafii Woo'd, and Wjiale Oyl> Come Gums and par-? 
rots, the latter are different from the African in Qq~ 
lour and Bignefs, for as they are blue and larger, 
thefe are green and fmaller y and the Females of 
them ever retain tfie wild Note, and cannot be 
brought to talk. ; v 

|ia lieu qf this Produce, the Portuguese y once every 
Year by their Fleet from Lisbon , import all manner 
pf European Commodities ^ and, whoever is unable 
or negligent of fupplying himfelf at that Seafon, 
buys af a very advanced Rate, before the Return or 
another** - - r • , /■"> ) -*) - • 

To transport Paffengers, Slaves, or Merchan- 
dise from one Settlement to another, or in Fiihing \ 
they make ufe of Bark-Logs, by-the Brafilians called 
Jingadahs 7 They are made of four Pieces of Timber 
(the two outermoft longeftj pinned and fattened to- 
gether, and iharpened at The Ends : Towards each 
Extremity a Stool is fixed to fit on for paddling, ror 
holding by, when the Agitation is more than ordina- 
ry $ with thefe odd fort of Engines, continually 
ivafhed over by the Water, do thefe People, with 
a little triangular Sail fpreeted about the Middle of 
it, venture put of Sight of Land, and along the 
Cqaffs for many Leagues, in any fort of Weather * 
arid if they overfet with a Squall (which is not un- 
common) they fivim aqd-prefentlv turn it up right 
again. r -.‘ ♦' ' - d ' - , • • . , * v 

The Natives are of the darkeft Copper Colour, 
with thin Hair, of a fquare ftrong make, and muf- 
cular ;• bgt not fo well looking 'as the Wooley Ge^ 
Tieration : They acquiefee patiently to the Portuguczjz 
Government, 5 who ufe them much more humanly 
and Chriftian-bke than the Dutch did, and by that 
gleans have extended Quiet nefs ,and Peace, as wall 
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as their Poifeffions, three or four hundred Miles in- 
to the Country. A Country abounding with 'fine 
Pafiures and numerous Herds of Cattle, and yields 
a v.aft Increafe from every thing that is fown : 
Hence they bring down to us Parrots, fmall Mon* 
kies. Armadillos and Sanguins, and I have been a£ 
lured, they have, (far In-land,) a Serpent of a vail 
Magnitude, called Siboya , able, they fay,' to fwallow 
a whole Sheep ; I have feen my felf here the Skin 
of another Specie full fix Yards long, and therefore ' 
think the Story not improbable. r \ 

* The Harbour of Pernambuca is, perhaps, lingular^ 
it is made of a Ledge of Rocks, half a Cables length 
from the Main, and but little above the Surface of 
the Water, running at that equal Diftance and 
Heighth feveral Leagues, towards Cape AugufHne, a 
Harbour running between them capable of receiving 
Ships of the greateft Burthen : The Northermoft 
End of this Wall of Rock, is higher than any Part of 
fhe contiguous Line, on which a little Fort is built, 
commanding the Paffage either of Boat or Ship, as 
they come over the Bar into the Harbour : On the 
Starboard Side, (L e. the Main) after you have en-* 
tered a little way, Hands another Fort (a Pentagon ) 
that would prove of fmall Account, I imagine, a* 

' gainfi a few difciplined Men*, and yet in thele confifts; 
all their Strength and Security, either for the Har^ 
hour or Town : They have begun indeed a Wall^ 
fince their removing from Olinda y defigned to fur-*- 
round the latter •, but the flow Progrefs they 
make in raifing it, leaves Room to fufpeft ’twill be a 
long time in finifhing. ? 

The Road Without, is ufed by the Portuguese, 
when they are nigh failing for Europe , and wait for , 
the Convoy, or are bound to* Bahia to them, and by 
Strangers only when Keceffity compels; the beft pf it 
is in ten Fathom Water, near three Miles W. hi. W, 
from the Town ; nigher in, is foul with the many 
y s Anchors 
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Anchors loft there by th e Portuguese Ships; andfa^ 
ther out (in 14 Fathom) corally and Rocky. July- s 
is the: worftj and Winter Seafon of this Goaft, the 
Trade Winds being then very ftrong and dead, 
bringing in a prodigious and unfa fe Swell into the 
Road, intermixed, every Day with Squalls, Rain, 
and a hazey Horizon, but at other times ierener 
Skies and Sunfliine.jh „ v / \ V 

ftln theft Southern Latitudes is; a Conftellation, 
which from fome Refemblance at bears to a Jerufa- 
lem Crofs, has the Name of Crhfiers, the brighteft of 
this Hemilphere, and are obftrved by, as the .North 
Star is in Northern Latitudes ; but what I mention ; 
this for, is, .to introduce the admirable Phenomenon 
in thefe Seas of h the Megellanick. Clouds, whoft Ri- n 
fings and Sittings are fo regular, that I. have been aft 
fured, the fame Nocturnal Obfervations are made 
by them as by the Stars ; They are two Clouds, 
final! and whit ifh, no larger in Appearance than a 
Man’s Hat, and are ften here in July in the Latitude 
of 8 Q S. about four of the Clock in the Morning ; if 
their Appearance fhould be faid to be the Reflection 
of Light, from fome Stellary Bodies above them, yet 
the Difficulty is not eafily anfwered, how theft, be- 
yond others, .become fo durable and regular in their 
Motions. * u ; *. ;j -y- | | 

«,♦ From theft cafual Obfervations on the Country, 
the Towns, Coaft, and Seas of Brafil , it would be an 
.Omiffion to Jeave the Subjeft, without fome Effay 
on an interloping Slave Trade here, which none of v 
our Countrymen are adventrous enough to purfue, 
though it very probably, under a prudent Manager, 
would be attended with Safety and very great Pro- 
fit : and 1 admire the more it is -not ftruck at, be- 
cauft Ships from the Southern Coaft of Africa, don’t 
lengthen the Voyage to the Weft-Indies a great deal, 
by taking a Part of Brafil in their Way. 
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The Difadvantages the Portuguese are under for 
purchafmg Slaves, 1 are theie, that they have very 
few proper Commodities for Guiney , and the Gold,' 
which was their chiefeft, by an Edid in July 1722, 
ftands now prohibited from being carried thither, 
lo that the Ships employed therein are few, and in- 
fufficient for the great Mortality and Call of their 
Mines ^ befides, ihould they venture at breaking fb 
deftrudive a Law, as the above mentioned •*, (as no 
doubt they do, or they could make little or no Pur- 
chace) yet Gold does not raife its Value like Mer- 
chandize in travelling (efpecially to Africa) and 
when the Compofition with the Dutch is allb paid; 
they may be faid to buy their Negroes at almoft 
double the Price the Englijh, Dutch , ov, French do, 
which neceffarily raifes their Value extravagantly 
at Brafd ; (thole who can purchafe one, buying a 
certaiiier Annuity than South-Sea Stock.) ^ ' * 

Thus far of the Call for Slaves at Brafil ; I jhali 
now confider and obviate fbme Difficulties objeded 
l againft any Foreigners (fiippofe Englijh ) interpo- 
fing in fuch a Trade, and they are fome on theirs, 
and fbme on our Side. ’ <r 1 V * 

On their Side it is prohibited under Pain of Death, 
a Law lefseffedual to the Prevention of it than pecu- 
niary Mulds would be, becaufe a Penalty lo inade- 
quate and difproportioned, is only Interrorem y and 
makes it merciful in the Governor,, or his Ififtru- 
ments, to take a Compofitioir of eight or ten Moi- 
dors, when any Subjed is catched, and is the com- 
mon Cuftom fo to do as often as they are found 
out. ** 

On our Side it is Confifcation of what they can 
get, which confider ing, they have no Men of War 
to guard the Coaft, need be very little, without lu- 
pine Negled and Careleffnefs. ( v . r 

I am a Man of War, or Privateer, and being /in 
Want of ProvifLons, or in Search of Pyrates, put 

* > ' ' "V'"" ' i n 
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m to Pernambuco. for Intelligence, to enable me for 
the Purfuit : The Dread oi Py rates keeps every 
one off, till you have firfl font an Officer, with 
the proper Compliments to the Governor, who 
immediately gives Leave for your buying eve- 
ry Neceffary you are in want of, provided it be 
with Money, and not an Exchange qf Merchandize, 
which isagainft the Laws of the Country. 

On this firft time of going on Shore, depends 
the Succefs of the whole Affair, and requires a cau- 
tious and difcreet Management in the Perfbn entru- 
sted He will be immediately furround^d at landing 
with the great and the fmall Rabble, to enquire 
who ? and whence he comes ? and whether bound ? 
&c t and the Men are taught to an fwer, from Guiney, 
denying any, thing of a Slave on Board, which are 
under Hatches, and make no Shew • nor need they, 
for thofe who have Money to lay out will conclude 
on that themfe Ives, „ 

By that time the Compliment is paid, to the Go^ 
vernor, the News has fpread all round the Town, 
andlbme Merchant addreffes you, as a Stranger, to 
the Civility of his Houfe, but privately defires tp 
know what Negroes he can have, and what Price. 
A Governor may poffibly ufe an Inftrument in fif- 
ting this, but the Appearance of the Gentleman, 
and the Circumftance of being fo foon engaged after 
leaving the other, will go a great way in forming a 
Man’s judgment, and leaves him no room for the 
Slifpicion offfirch a Snare } however, to have a due 
Guard, Intimations willfuffice, and bring him, and 
Fri^ndk enough tb carry off the beft Part of a 
Cargo in 'two Nights time, from 20 to 30 Moidors 
& Boy, aja&item 30 to 40 arMan Slave. The Haz- 
ard is left at Rio Janeiro. 

There has been another Method attempted, . of 
fettling a Correfpondence with fome Portuguese Mer- 
chant Or two, who, as they may be certain within a 

Fortnight 
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Fortnight of any VelTels arriving on their Coaft 
with Slaves, might fettle Signals for the debar- 
quing them at an unfrequented Part of the Coatt, 
but whether any Exceptions were made to the Price^ 
or that the Portuguefe dread Difcovery, and the feve* 
reft Profecution on fo notorious a Breach of the Law* 

I cannot tell but it has hitherto proved abortive. 

However, Stratagems laudable, and attended 
with Profit, at no other Hazard (as I can perceive) 
then lofs of Time, are worth attempting; it 
what is every Day pra&ifed with the Spaniards from 
Jamaica* , ■V, : * j ^ ; 

1 1 ™ f c j t . v( p 

v I *• >• . r ' ' ' , 

Upon this Coaft our Rovers cruiz’d for about 
nine Weeks, keeping generally out of Sight of 
Land, but without feeing a Sail, which discouraged ' 
them fo, that they determined to leave the Station* 
and fteer for the Weft- In dies, and in order thereto* 
ftood into make the Land for the taking of their 
Departure, and thereby they fell in, unexpectedly* 
with a Fleet of 42 Sail of Portuguefe Ships, off the 
Bay of los todos Santos , with all their Lading in for 
Lisbon y leveral of them of good Force* who lay tm 
waiting for two Men of War of 70 Guns each* 
their Convoy. However, Roberts thought it fboukl 
go hard with him, but he would make up his Mar- 
ket among them, and thereupon mix’d with the 
Fleet, and kept his Men hid till proper Resolutions 
could be form'd ^ that done, they came dole up, to 
one of the deepeft, and ordered her to lend the Ma- 
tter on Board quietly, thr.eat’ning to give them 210 
Quarters, if any Refiftance, or - Signal of DiftreCs 
was made. The Portuguefe being fur prized at thefe 
Threats, and the fudden flourilh of Cutlafees 
from the Pyrates, fubmitted without a Word, and 
die Captain came on Board; Roberts faluted Mm 
after a friendly manner, telling him, that they 
were Gentlemen of Fortune, but that their Butt- 
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nefs with him, was only to" be informed which 
was the richeft Ship in that Fleet} and if he di- 
refted them right, he fhould be reftored to his Ship 
without Moleftation, otherwife, he muff expefb im- 
mediate Death. v * * - 

Whereupon this Portuguefe Mafter pointed to one 
of 40 Guns, and 1 50 Men, a Ship of greater Force 
than the Rover , but this noWays difmayed them, 
they were Portuguefe, they faid,' and fo immediate- 
ly fleered away for him. When they came with- 
in Hail, the Mafter whom they had Prifoner, was 
ordered to ask, how Seignior Capitain did ? And to 
invite him on Board, for that he had a Matter, of 
Confequence to impart to him 7 which being done, he 
returned for Anfwer, That he would wait upon him 
prefently : But by the Buftle that immediately fol- 
lowed, the Pyrates perceived, they were difcovered, 
and that this was only a deceitful Anfwer to gain 
Time to put their Ship in a Pofture of Defence } 
fo without further Delay, they poured in a Broad- 
Side, boarded and grapled her } the Difpute was^ 
fliort and warm, wherein many of the Portuguefe 
fell, and two only of the Pyrates. By this Time 
the Fleet was alarmed, Signals of Top-gallant 
Sheets flying, and Guns fired, to give Notice to 
the Men of War, who rid .fell at an Anchor, and 
made but fourvy haft out to their Affiftance } and 
if what the Pyrates themfelves related, be true, 
the Commanders of thofe Ships were blameable to 
the higheft Degree, and unworthy the Title, or fo 
much as the Name of Men : For Roberts finding the 
Prize to fail heavy, and yet refblving nottoloofe 
her, lay by for the headmoft of them ('which 
much out failed the other) and prepared for Bat- 
tle, which was ignommioufly declined, tho* of 
fuch fuperior Force } for not daring to venture on 
the Pyrate alone, he tarried fo long for his Confort 
as gave them both time leifurely to make off. 
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They found this Ship exceeding rich, being la- 
den chiefly with Sugar, Skins, and Tobacco, ; and 
in Gold 40000 Moidors, befides Chains and Trine- 
kets, of confiderable Value ^ ^particularly a^Crofs 
let with Diamonds, defigned for the King of Portu- 
gal ; which they afterwards prelented to the Gover- 
nor of Caiana, by whom they were obliged.* 

Elated with this Booty, they had nothing now 
to think of but fome fafe Retreat, where they 
might give themfelves up to all the Pleafures , that 
Luxury and Wantonnefs could beftow, and for the 
prelent pitch’d upon a Place called the Devil's 
I/lands , in the River of Surinam , on the Coaft of* 
Caiana i where they arrived, and found the civileft 
Reception imaginable, not only from the Gover- 
nor and Faftory, but their Wives, who exchan- 
ged Wares and drove a confiderable Trade with 
them., / 1 '■ ^ •/ ■ * <*• 

1 They feiz’d in this River a Sloop, and by her 
gained Intelligence, that a Brigantine had allb 
failed in Company with her, from Rhode-Ifland, la- 
den with Provifions for the Coaft. A WelcomeCar- 
go ! They growing fliort in C;the Sea Store, and as 
Sancho lays, pHo Adventures to be made without Belly «*■ 
Timber . One Evening as they were rumaging (their 
Mine of TrealureJ the Tortuguefe Prize, this expert-' 
ed VelTel was defery’d at Maft-Head, and Roberts, 
imagining no Body could do the Bufinefs fo well as 
himlelf, takes 40 Men in the Sloop, and goes in 
purfuit of her*, but a fatal Accident followed this 
ralh, tho’ inconfiderable Adventure, for Roberts think- 
f ing of nothing lefs than bringing in the Brigantine 
that Afternoon, never troubled his* Head about 
the Sloop’s Provifion, nor inquired what there was 
on Board to liibfift fuch a Number of Men \ but 
out he fails after his expe&ed Prize, which he not 
only loft further Sight of, but 'after eight Days 
contending with contrary Winds 1 and 'Currents, 
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found themfelves thirty Leagues to Leeward. The 
Current ft ill oppofing their Endeavours* and per- 
ceiving no Hopes of beating up to their Ship, they 
came to an Anchor, and inconfiderately fent away 
the Boat to give the reft of the Company Notice 
of tlieir Condition* and to order the Ship to them ; 
but’too foon, even the next Day, their Wants made 
1 them fenfible of their Infatuation, for their Water 
was all expended, and they had taken no thought 
how they fhould be fupply’d, till either the Ship 
came, or the Boat returned, which was not* lilcely 
to be under five or fix Days. Here like 7 *antalus> 
they almoft familhed in Sight of the frelh Streams 
and Lakes * being drove to fuch Extremity at laft, 
that they were forc’d to tare up the Floor of the 
Cabin, and patch up a fort of Tub or Tray with 
Rope Yarns, to paddle afliore, and fetch off imme- 
diate Supplies of Water to preferve Life. 

After fbme Days, the long-wifli’d-for Boat came 
back, but with the moft unwellcome News in the 
World, -Tor Kennedy , who was Lieutenant, and left 
iii'Abfence of Roberts, to Command the Privateer 
and Prize, was gone off with both. This was Mor- 
tification with a Vengeance, and you may imagine, 
they did not depart without fome hard Speeches 
from thofe that were left, and had fuffered by their 
Treachery : And that there need be noTurther 
mention- of this Kennedy , I ftiall leave Captain Ro - 
bertfy ' for a Page or two, with the Remains of his 
Crew, to vent their Wrath in a few Oaths and 
Execrations, and follow the other, whom we may 
reckon from that Time, as fteering his Courfe to* 
wards Execution Dock; - ' , , 

Kennedy was now chofen Captain of the revolted 
Crew, but could not bring his Company to any 
determined Relblution \ lome of them were for 
purfuing the old Game* but the greater Part, of 
, them feent’d to have Inclinations to turn from thofe 
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evil Courfos, and get home privately, (for there 
was no Aft of Pardon in Force,) therefore they 
agreed to break up, and every Man to Ihift for him-? 
felf, as he ftiould foe Occafkm. The firft Thfog they 
did, was to part with the great Tortiiguezj Prize, apd 
having the Mafter of the Sloop (whole Name | 
think was Cane) aboard, who they faid was a very 
honeft Fellow, (for he had humoured them updh 
every Occalion,) told them of the Brigantine that 
Roberts went after and when the Py rates |irft cpojf 
him, he complemented them at ap odd Rate, tel# 
ling them they were welcome to his Sloop and 
Cargo, and wiflfd that the Vpffel had been lar# 
ger, and the Loading richer for their Sakes; To 
this good natured Man they gave the Vortugue^ 
Ship, (which was then abovp half loaded,) three or 
four Negroes, and all his own Men, who returned 
Thanks to his kind Benefaftors, and departed? 

Captain Kennedy in the Rover , failed to 
near Which If}and, they took a very p.eacgahfo 
Ship belonging to Virginia *, the Commander was % 
Quaker, whofe Name was Knot * hp had 
Piflol, Sword, npr Cutlafh on Board * apd Mr? * 
Knot appearing fo very paffive to alj. they faid to him^ 
fome or them thought this a good Opportunity tQ 
go off ^ and accordingly eight of the Py rates wept 
aboard, and he carried them fafe to Virginia i They 
paade the Quaker a Prefent of v io* Chefts of gugar* 
10 Rolls Qt Brafil Tobacco, 3© Moidprs, and-fomp 
Gold-Duft, in ail to the value of about ^hpy 
aifo made Prefepts to the Sailors, fome niprp, fome 
left, and lived a jovial Life all the while they 
were upon their Voyage, Captain Knot giving them 
their Way • nor indeed could h§ hflj himfejf inn 
lefs he had taken an Opportunity to fur prize th^m| 
when they were either drunk' or, afleep | fht fa 
^ake they wore Arms aboard the Ship, 'and put 
Utn fe $ foptmuai Terror ^ it ffoj b|ihg kH 
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ciple (or the Se£Fs) to fight, unlefs with Arfc-and 
Collufion ; he managed thefe Weapons well till 
he arrived at the Capes, and afterwards four of 
the Py rates went oft in a Boat, which they had 
taken with them, .for the more eafily making 
their Elcapes, and made up the Bay towards Mary- 
land, but were forced back by a Storm into an ob- 
jfcure Place of the Country, where meeting with 
good Entertainment among the Planters, they con- 
tinued feveral Days without being dilcovered to 
be Py rates. ;In the mean Time Captain Knot leav- 
ing four others on Board his Ship, (who intended 
to go to North -Car olinaP) made what haft he couldv 
to dilcover to Mr. Spotfwood the Governor, what 
fort of PalTengers he had been forced to bring with 
him, who by good Fortune/ got them leized j and 
Search being made after the others, who were 
revelling about the Country, they were alfo taken, 
and. all try’d, convifted and bang’d, two Portu- 
guefe Jews who were taken on the Coaft of Brafily 
and whom they brought with them to Virginia. , be- 
ing the principal Evidences. The latter had found 
Means to lodge Part of their Wealth with .the 
Planters, who never brought it to Account : But 
Captain Knot furrendered up every Thing that 
belonged to them, that were taken aboard, even 
what they prefented to him, in lieu of fuch Things 
as they had plundered him of in their Paffkge, 
and obliged his Men to do the like. 

Some Days after the taking of the Virginia Man 
laft mentioned, in cruifing in the Latitude of Ja- 
maica, Kennedy took a Sloop bound thither from 
Bojton , loaded with Bread and Flower } aboard of 
this Sloop went all the Hands who were for breaking v 
the Gang, and left thole behind that had a Mind 
to purliie further Adventures. Among the for- 
mer were Kennedy , their Captain, of whole Honour 
they had fuch a difpieable Notion, that they were 

about 
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about to throw him over-board, when they found 
him in the Sloop, as fearing he might betray them 
all, at their return to England - r he having , in his 
Childhood been bred a Pick-pocket, and before 
he became a Pyrate, a Houfe-breaker } both Pro- 
feffions that thefe Gentlemen have a very mean 
Opinion of. - However, Captain Kennedy f , by ta- 
king folemn Oaths of Fidelity to his Companions, 
was fuffered to proceed with them. . ’ ' * 

In this Company there tvas but one that pretend- 
ed to any skill in Navigation, (for Kennedy could neh* 
ther write nor read, he being preferred to* the 
Command merely for his Courage, which indeed 
he had often fignalizd, particularly in taking 
the Portuguefe Ship, ) and he proved to be a 
Pretender only} for fliapirig their Courle to Ire - 
land , where they agreed to land, they ran away 
to the North- Weft Coaft of Scotland , and there 
were toft about by hard Storms of Wind for fe* 
veral Days, without knowing where, they were, 
and in great Danger of periiliing : At length they 
puflied the Veflel into a little Creek, and went all 
afhore, leaving the Sloop at an Anchor for ; the 
next Comers. V . \ ' 

The whole Company refrefh’d themfelves at a 
little Village about five Miles from the Place 
where they left the Sloop, and pafted there for, 
Ship- wreck’d Sailors, and no doubt might have 
travelled on without Sufpicion } but the mad and 
riotous Manner of their Living on the Road, 
occafion’d their Journey to be cut fhort, as we fhall 
obferve, prefently. . 1 i , . / 1 

Kennedy and another left them here, and travel- 
ling to one of the Sea-Ports, fhip’d. themfelves for 
Ireland , and arrived there in Safety. Six or feven 
wifely withdrew from the reft, travelled at their 
leafure, and got to their much defired Port, -of Lon* 
don, without being difturbed or fufpeftedy but the 

V 2 , mala. 
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main Gang alarm’d the Country where-ever they 
came, drinking and roaring at fuch a Rate, that the 
People fhut themfelves up in their Houfes,in fome 
Places, not daring to venture out among lb many 
mad Fellows .* In other Villages, they treated the 
whole Town, fquandering their Money away, as 
if, like <*s£fop, they wanted to lighten, their Bur* 
thens : This expenlive manner of Living procu* 
red two of their drunken Straglers to be knocked 
on the Head, they being found murdered in the 
Road, and their Money taken from them : All the 
reft, to the Number of leventeen as they drew nigh 
to Edinburgh 5 were arrefted and thrown into Goal, 
upon Sufpicion,ofthey knew not what; However, the 
Magiftrates were not long at a Lofs for proper Ac- 
cufations, for two of the Gang offering themfelves 
for Evidences were accepted of; and the others were 
brought to a fpeedy Tryal, whereof nine were con* 
vi&ed and executed. 

Kennedy having fpent all his Money, came over 
from Ireland , and kept a common B— — y-Houfe on 
Deptford Road, and now and then, ’twas thought, 
made an Excurfion abroad in the Way of his for* 
mer Profeffion, till one of his Houfhold W- — *§ 
gave Information againft him for a Robbery, for 
which he was committed to Bridewell but becaule 
foe would not do the Buftnefs by halves, fhe found 
out a Mate of a Ship that Kennedy had committed 
Pyracy upon, as he fooliihly confefs’d to her. This 
Mate, whofe Name was Grant , paid Kennedy a 
Vifit in Bridewell , and knowing him to be the Man, 
procured a Warrant, and had him committed to 
the Marfhalfea Prifon. 

The Game that Kennedy had now to play was to 
turn Evidence himfelf ; accordingly he gave a Lift 
of eight or ten of his Comrades ; bqt not being ac- 
quainted with their Habitations, one only was ta^ 
ken, who, tho’ condemn’d, appeared to be a Map 
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of a fair Chara&er, was forc’d into them Service? 
arid took the firft Opportunity to get from them, 
and therefore receiv’d a Pardon j but Walter Ken- 
nedy being a notorious Offender, was executed the 
19th of July, 1721, at Execution Dock., 

The reft of the Pyrates who were left in the 
Ship Rover , ftaid not long behind, for they went 
afhoreto one of the Wefi- India Iflands; what be- 
came of them afterwards, I can’t tell, but the 
Ship was found at Sea by a Sloop belonging to St. 
Chrifiofhersy and carried into, that Ifland with only 
nine Negroes aboard. 

Thus we fee what a difaftrous Fate ever attends 
the Wicked, and how rarely they efcape the Pu- 
riifhment due to their Crimes, who, abandon’d 
to fuch a profligate Life, rob, fpoil, and prey up- 
on Mankind, contrary to the Light and Law of Na- 
ture, as well as the Law of God. It might /have 
been hoped, that the Examples of thefe Deaths, 
would have been as Marks to the Remainder of 
this Gang, how to fhun the Rocks their Companions 
had fpliton; that they would have furrendered to 
Mercy, or divided themfelves, for ever from fuch 
Purfuits, as in the End they might be fare would 
fubjeO: them to the fame Law and Puniftiment, which 
they mu ft be confcious they now equally deferved * 
Impending Law, which never let them fleep well, 
unlefs when drunk. But all the Ufe that was made 
of it here, was to commend the Juftice of the 
Court, that condemn’d Kennedy , for he was a- fad Dog 
( they faid) and deferved the Fate he met with. 

But to go back to Roberts , whom we left on the 
Coaft of Calana y in a grievous Paffion at what Ken- 
nedy and the Crew had done y and who was now 
proje&irig new Adventures with his fmall Com- 
pany in the Sloop ; but finding hitherto they had 
been but as a Rope of Sand, they formed a Set. of 
Articles, to be figned and fworn tq 3 for' die better 
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Confervation of their Society, and doing Juftice j 
to one another excluding all Irijh Men from, the 
Benefit of it, to whom they had an implacable 
Averfion upon the Account of Kennedy . How indeed 
Roberts could think that an Oath would be obliga- 
tory, where Defiance had been given to the Laws 
of God and Man, I can’t tell, but he thought 
their greateft Security lay in this, That it was every 
one's Inter eft ' to obferve them if they were minded to keep 
tip fo abominable a Combination , 

* 4 ; i ' I 

The following, is the Subfiance of the Articles, as 
taken from the Pyrates own Informations. 

\ , 1 r * 

i I ^ - - I 

I. •' 

If ft Very Man has a Vote in Affairs of Moment y has 
F i equal Title to the firejh Frovifions , or ftrong Liquors , 
at any Time feized , and nfe/Them at pleafure , unlefs a 
' Scarcity (no uncommon Thing among them) make 
tt neccffary , for the good of ally to vote a Retrenchment . 


r ‘ II. - ’ 

4 " ' 

\ - « * . » . , , 

Every Alan to be called fairly in turn . , by Lift , on Board 
of Prize s y bccaufe , (over and above their proper Share ,) 
they were cn thefe Occaftons allowed a Shift of Cloaths ; 
But if they defrauded the Company to the Vaue of a Dollar , 
in Plate , Jewels , or Money , Marooning was their 
Tunijhment . This was a Barbarous Cuftcm of put- 
ting -the Offender on Shore, on lome delolate or 
uninhabited Cape or Bland, with a Gun, a few Shot, 
a Bottle of Water, and a Bottle of Powder, to fub- 
iifc with, or ftarve. If the Robbery was only between 
one another y they contented, thcmfelves with flitting the 
Ears and Nofe of him that was Guilty , and fet him on 
Shore p not in an uninhabited, PI ace , but fomewherCj where 
he- wasjure to fn counter Hard flips, 

III. 
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ill. 

No Perfon to Game at Cards or Dice for Money. 

IV. , 

^ »i ' ( ' 

4 * v t S i 

The Lights and Candles to be put out at eight o'clock 
at Night : If any of the Crew , after that Hour , ft ill re- 
mained inclined for Drinkings they were to do it on the 
open Deck , which Roberts believed would give a 
Check to their Debauches, for he was a fober Man 
himfelf, but .found at length, that all his Endea- 
vours to put an End to this Debauch, proved 
ineffectual. ; \ 

' • ’ > V. 

To keep their Piece , Piftols , and Cutlajh clean , and fit 
for Service : In this they were extravagantly nice, 
endeavouring to outdo one another, in the Beauty 
and Richnefs of their Arms, giving fometimes at 
an AuCtion (at the MaftJ 30 or 40 L a Pair, for 
Piftols. Thefo were flung in Time of Service, 
with different coloured Ribbands, over their Shoul- 
ders, in a Way peculiar to thefe Fellows, in which 
they took great Delight. ' 


No Boy or Woman to be allowed amongft them • If any 
Man were found feducing anny of the latter Sex, and car- 
ried her to Sea , difguifed , he was to fujfer Death ; fo 
that when any fell, into their Hands, as it chanced 
in the Onflow, 'they put a Centinel immediately 
over her to prevent ill Conlequences from fo dange- 
rous an Inftrument of Diviflon and Quarrel ; .but 
then here lies the Roguery •, they contend who fliall 
be Centinel j which happens generally to one of the 

P 4 greateft 
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greateft Bullies, who, to fecure the Lady’s Virtue, 
will let none lye with her but himfelf. 


Vtt • * • 

To Defer t the Ship, or their Quarters in Battle , tods pU* 

ftifked with Death , or Marooning* 

\ > * * * - 

VllL 7 

i\fo f rilling one another on Board, hut every Man's 
Quarrels to be ended on Shore , at Sword and Tiftol , Thus *, 
The Quarter-Mafter jDf the Ship, when the Parties 
will not come to any Reconciliation, accompanies 
them on Shore with what Afliftance he thinks 
proper, and turns the Difputants Back to Back, at 

fo many Paces Diftance i" At the Word of Com- 

✓ 

biand, they turp and fire immediately, ( or elfg the 
Piec£ is knocked out of their Hands tv If both mifs* 
they come to their Cutlalhes, and then he is decla- 
red Victor who draws the firft Bipod, 

IX, 

No Mm to tall of breaking up their Way of Living, 
HH each had pared a 1000 /. Ifjn order to this , any 
Mm pould lofe a Limb , or become a Cripple in their Ser- 
vice, he was to have 800 Dollars, out of the publish Stock, 
md for leffcr Hurts, proportionally « 


* \ 
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The Captain and Quarter-Mafter to receive two 
f pf a ?riM\ the M after , Boatfwain, and Gunner, one Shan 
and a half, and other Officers , one and a Quarter . 
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The Mu fici an s to have Reft oft th$ Sabbath Day , but 
the other fix Days and Nights, none without /pedal 
x fyyo-un 

Thefe 


r & 


/ 


Capt. Baht ho. Roberts* 233 

Thefe, we are affined, were feme of Roberts ’s v 1 
Articles, but as they had taken Care to throw 
Over-board the Original they had fign’d and lworn 
to, there is a great deal of Room to fufpeft, the 
remainder contained fomething too horrid to be difl 
clofed to any, except fuch as were willing to be 
Sharers in the Iniquity of them let them be what r 

they will, they were together the Teft of all new 
Comers, who were initiated by an Oath taken on a 
Bible, referv’d for that Purpofe only, and were liibr 
ferib’d to in Prefence of the wodhipful Mr. Roberts . 

And in Cafe any Doubt fhould arife concerning the . 
Conftruftion of thefe Laws, and it fhould remain a 
Difputre whether the Party had infring’d them or 
no, a Jury is appointed to explain them, and bring 
in a Verdift upon the Cafe in Doubt. 

Since we are now fpeaking of the Laws of this 
Company, I fhall go on, and, in as brief a Man- 
ner as I can, relate the principal Cuftoms, ancl 
Government, of this roguifh Common-Wealth ; 
which are pretty near the fame with all Pyrates. 

For the Punifhment of fmall Offences, which are 
not provided for by the Articles, and which are 
not of Gonfequence .enough to be left to a Jury, 
there is a principal Officer among the Pyrates, 
called the Quarter-Mafter, of the Mens own chu- 
fing, who claims all x\uthority this Way, '(except- 
ing in Time ofBattle: ) If they difofcey his Com- 
mand, are quarrellbme and mutinous with one ano- 
ther, mifufe Prifbners, plunder beyond his Order, 
and in particular, if they be negligent of their 
Arms, which he mufters at Difcretion, he punifhes 
at his own Arbitrement, with drubbing or whip- 
ping, which no one elfe dare do without incurring 
the Laih from all the Ships Company : In fliort, 
this Officer is Truftee for the whple, is the firft on 
' P^ard any Prize, feparating for the Company’s XJ fe, 

j 1 ' “ what 

/ , ' ' * '•* XJ 
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what he pleafes, and returning what he thinks fit 
to the Owners, excepting Gold and Silver, which 
they have voted not returnable. * ' \ . c 

. After a Delcription of the Quarter-Mafter, and 
his Duty, who affcs as a fort of a civil Magifirate 
on Board a Pyrate Ship ; I fliall confider their mi- 
litary Officer, the Captain ^ what Privileges he ex- 
erts in fuch anarchy and unrulynefs of the Mem- 
bers : Why truly very little, they only permit* 
him to be Captain, ' on Condition, that they may be 
Captain over him } they feparate to his Ufe the' 
great Cabin, and fometimes vote him final! Parcels: 
of Plate and China, (for it may be noted that 
herts drank his Tea conftantly) but then every Man, 
as the Humour takes him, will ufe the Plate and 
China, intrude into his Apartment, fwear at him, 
fcize a Part, of his Viftuals and Drink, if they like 
it, without his offering to find Fault or conteft it : 
Yet RobertSy by a better Management than ufiial/ 
became the chief Direftor im every Thing of Mo- 
ment, and it happened thus : — The Rank of Cap- 
tain being obtained by the Suffrage of the Majority, 
it falls on one fuperior for Knowledge and Boldnefs, 
PlfioP Proof (as they call it,) and can. make thole 
fear, who do not love him • Roberts is faid to have 
exceeded his Fellows in thefe Refpefts, and when 
advanced, enlarged the Refpeft that followed it, : 
by making a fort of Privy-Council of half a Do- 
zen of the greateft Bullies *, fuch as were his Compe- 
titors, and had Intereft enough to make his Go- 
vernment eafy ^ yet even thofe$ in the latter Part 
of his Reign, he had run counter to in every 
Project that oppofed his own Opinion ; - for which, 
and becaufe lie grew referved, * and would not 
drink and roar at their Rate, a Cabal was formed 
to take away his Captainlhip, which Death did 
more effeSually. 

. : , •“ The 
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The Captain’s Power is uncontroulable in Chace, 
or in Battle, drubbing, cutting, or even ftooting 
any one who dares deny his Command., The fame 
Privilege he takes over Prifoners, who receive good 
or ill Ufage, moftly as he approves of their Be- 
haviour, for tho’ the meaneft would take upon 
them to mifufe a Matter of a Ship, yet he would 
controul herein, when he fee it, and merrily over 
a Bottle, give' his Prifoners this double Reafon 
for it. Firft, That it preferved his Precedence ; 
and fecondly, That it took the Punifhment out of 
the Hands of a much more ratti and mad Sett of 
Fellows than himfelf. When he found that Ri- 
gour was not expefted from his People, (for 
he often pra&ifed it to appeafe themj then he 
would give Strangers to underftand, that it was 
pure Inclination that induced him to a good Treat- 
ment of them, and not any Love or Partiality to 
their Perfons } for, fays he, there is none, of you but 
will hang me 0 1 know y whenever you can clinch me within 
your Power. > 


And now feeing the Difadvaptages they were 
under for purfuing the Account, viz., a fmall Vef- 
fel ill repaired, and without Provifions, or Stores ; 
they refolved one and all, with the little Supplies 
they could get, to proceed for the Weft-Indies , not 
doubting to find a Remedy for all thefe Evils, and 
to retreive their Lofs. * < . * • t 

'-In the Latitude of Defeada, one of the Iflands, 
they took two Sloops, which fupply’d them with 
Provifions and other Neceffaries ; and a few Days 
afterwards, took a Brigantine belonging to Rhode 
IJland , and then proceeded to Barbadoes , off of 
which Ifland, they fell in with a Briftol Ship of io 
Guns, in her Voyage out, from whom they took 
abundance of Cioaths, fome Money, twenty five 
Bales of Goods, five Barrels of Powder, a Cable, 

• ~ * Hawfer, 
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M&Wfer, io Casks df Oatmeal, fix Casks of Be'efi 
iiid federal Other Goods, befides five of their Men' 
after they had detained her three Days, let her 
gd $ who Being bound for the abovefaid Ifland, fhe 
Ictjuainted the Governor with what had happened, 
fdOil as fhe artivedi r 1 ^ 1 

Whereupon a Briftol Galley that lay in the Har- 
bour, was ordered to befitted out with all .imagi- 
liable Expeditions Of 20 Guns, and 80 Men, there 
being then nd Man df War upon that Station, and 


fiSfo& Sloop with to Guns, and 40 Men : The Gal- 
ley Was commanded by one Captain Rogers , of Brlfiol , 
itnd the Sloop by Captain Graves , of that Ifland, and 
Captain Regers by a Commiffion from the Governor, 
Was appointed' Commadore.- 
The fecdnd Day after Rogers failed out of the 
Harbour, he was difcovefed by Roberts , who know- 
ing nothing Of their Defign, gave them Chafe : The 
Btitbddoes Ships kept an eafy fail till the Pyrates 
Cafiie up with them, and then Roberts gave them a 
Ouo, expeSing they would have immediately {truck 
15 his pyratical Flag, but inftead thereof, he was 
fbrcgd £0 receive the Fire of a Broadfide, with 

three Hildas at the fame Time : fo that an En- 

* 

gagefiient enfiied, but Roberts being hardly put to 
It, ..was obliged to crowd all the Sail the Sloop 
WOutd bear, to get off: The Galley failing pretty 
Well, kept Company for a long while, keeping a 
COnftant Fire, which gaiPd the Pyrate*, however, 
St length by throwing over their Guns, and other 
heavy Goods, and thereby lightening the VefTel, 
they, with much ado, got clear } but Roberts could 
never endure a Barbados Man afterwards, and when 
any Ships belonging to that Ifland fell in his Way, 
he wa§ more particularly fevere to then! than 


i*S; 


Captain Roberts failed in the Sloop to the Ifland 
§f &mivko$ Where he watered, and got ProVifions 

of 
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of the Inhabitants, to whom ,he gave Goods in TZ%* 
change. At this Place he met with 1 3 Engliflwen 9 
who had been let afliore by a French Guard de la 
Cofte, belonging to Martinico , taken out of two 
New-England Ships, that had : been feiz’d, as Prize ? 
by the faid French Sloop : The Men willingly en* 
tered with the Py rates, and it: proved a feafbnabl# 
Recruit, ■. y , ' f ’ r 

They ftaid not long here, tho’ they had imme* 
diate Occafion for cleaning their Sloop, but did not 
think this a proper Place, and herein they judg’d 
right ^ for the touching at this Ifland, had like 
to have been their DeftnjOiion, becaufe they ha* 
ving refolved to go away to the Granada Iflandg, 
for the aforefaid Purpofe, by fome Accident it 
came to be known to the French Colony, who fend* 
mg Word to the Governor of Martinico , he equip* 
ped and manned two Sloops to go in Queft of 
them. The Py rates failed dire&ly "for the Gram * 
dittoes, and hail’d into a Lagoon, at Corvocoo , where 
they cleaned with unufuai Difpatch, flaying but 
a little above a Week, by which Expedition they 
miffed of the Martinico Sloops, only a few Hours ^ , 
Roberts failing over Night, that the French arrived th# 
next Morning. This was a fortunate Efeape, efpe* 
eially eonfidering, that it was not from any Fears 
of their being dilcovered, that they made fb much 
haft from the Ifland •, but, as they had the Impu^ 
dence themfelves to own, for the want of Win# ; 
and Women, ' , ‘ < If 


Thus narrowly efcaped, they failed for Mewfound* 
land , and arrived upon the Banks the latter end 
of June, 1720. They entered the Harbour of Tre* 
pajfi, with their black Colours flying, Drums bea* 
ting, and Trumpets founding. There were two 
Und twenty Veffels in the Harbour, which the 
Men all quitted upon the Sight of the Pyrate*. and 
itedaihore. It is impoffible particularly to recount 
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the Deftru&ion and H^vock they made here, burn- 
ing and finking all the fiiipping, except a Brlftol 
Galley, and deftroying the Fifheries, and Stages of 
the poor Planters, without Remorfe or Compun- 
ction •, for nothing is fo deplorable as Power in 
mean and ignorant Hands, it makes Men wanton 
and giddy, unconcerned at the Misfortunes they 
are impofing on their Fellow Creatures, and keeps 
them fmiling-at the Mifchiefs, that bring them- 
felves no Advantage. They are like mad Men , that 
caft Fire-Brandf 9 Arrows, and Death , and fay, are not 
we in Sport ? / < , 1 ’ < • ' 

• « Roberts mann’d the Briflol Galley he took in the 
Harbour,’ and mounted 1 6 Guns on Board her, and' 
cruifing out upon the Banks, he met with nine of- 
ten Sail of French Ships, all which lie deftroyed ex- 
cept one of 2<$ Guns, which they feiz’d,> and car- 
ried off for their own Ufe. This Ship they cirri-; 
tt’ned the Fortune, and leaving the Brlftol Galley to 
the French Men , they failed away in Company 
with the Sloop, on another Cruife, and took fede- 
ral Prizes, viz.* the Richard of Biddiford , Jonathan 
Whitfield Matter* the Willing fiiirid\ of Pool y the 
Expectation of Topjham \ and the Samuel, Captain Ca- 
ry, of London ^ out of thefe Ships they encreafed 
their Company, by entring all the Men they could 
well fpare, in their own Service. T he Samuel was 
a rich Ship, and had feveral Paflengers on Board, 
who • were ufed very roughly, in order to make 
them difeover their Money, thr earning r them every 
Moment with Death, if they did not refign every 
Thing up to them. They tore up the Hatches 
and entered the Hold like a parcel of Furies, and 
with Axes and Cutlafhes, cut and broke open all 
the Bales, Cafes, and Boxes, they could lay their 
Hands 011 *, and when any s Goods came upon 
Deck; that they did not like to carry aboard, 
inftead of tofling them into the Hold again , 
r i ' ; threw 
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threw them over-board into the Sea y all this; was 
done with inceffant curling and fwearing, more 
like Fiends than Men. They carried with them. 
Sails, Guns, Ppwder, Cordage, and 8 or 9000 U 
worth of the choiceft Goods y, and told Captain 
Cary., That they, Jhould accept of no ASbyof Grace ; that 

the K and P- 1 might be damned with their Aids of 

<3 for them \ neither would they go to Hope-Point, 

to be bang'd up a Sun drying , as Kidd’j, and BraddilK’j 
Company were ^ but that if they Jhould ever be overpower’d , 
they would fet Fire to the Powder , with a Piflol , and go aH 
merrily to Hell together , „ • ' ... * > 

After they had brought all the Booty aboard^ 
a Confultation was held whether they fhouldlink 
or burn the Ship, but whilft they,* were debating 
the Matter, they Ipyed a Sail, and lb left the Sa- 
muel, to give her Chace at Midnight they came 
up with the fame, which proved to be a Snow from 
Briftol, bound for Bofton, Captain : Bowles Matter : 
They us’d him >barbaroufiy, becaufe of his Coun- 
try, Captain Rogers, who attack’dtfhem off Barba* 
does , being of the City of Briftol. . r i 

July the i<5th, which was two Days afterwards^ 
they took a Virginia Man called the Little York, James 
Philips Matter, and the.* Love, of Lever pool, which 
they plundered and let go ; the next Day a Snow 
from Briflol , call’d the Phanix , John Richards . Matter, 
met with the lame Fate from them •, as alio a Bri- 
gantine, Captain Thomas, and a Sloop called the Sad - 
bury •, they took all the Men out of the Brigantine, 
and funk the Vettel. ^ , • »*** J 

When they left the Banks of Newfoundland, they 
failed for the Weft-Indies, and the Provilions grow- 
ing Ihort, they went for the Latitude of the Illand 
Defeada, to crude, it being efteemed the likelieft 
Place to meet with fuch Ships as (they ufed in their 
Mirth to lay ) were conligned.to them, with Sup- 
plies. And it has been very much fulpe&ed that 
\ \ . Ships 
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Ships have loaded with Provilxons at the Englifh- 
Colonies, on pretence of Trading on the Coaff of 
j4frica y when they have in reality been con- 
figned to them^ and tho’ a Ihew of Violence is 
offered to them when they meet, yet they are 
pretty fure of bringing their Cargo to a good 
Market. - ' ~ / 

However, at this Time they miffed with their 
tifiiaL Luck, and Provifions and Neceflaries be- 
coming more Icarce every Day, they retired to- 
wards S.t. Chriftophers , where being deny’d all Suc- 
cour or Affiftance from the Government, they fir’d 
in Revenge on the Town, and burnt two Ships in 
the Road, one of them commanded by Captain 
Coxy of Briflol j and then retreated farther to the 
Ifland of St. Bartholomew , where they met with 
much handfomer Treatment. The Governor not 
only fupplying them with Refrefhments, but he 
and the Chiefs car r effing them in the moft friendly 
Manner : Arid the Women, from lb good an Ex- 
ample, endeavoured to outvie each other in Drefs, 
arid Behaviour, to attraft the good Graces of fach ge- 
nerous Lovers, that paid well for their Favours. 

Sated at length with thefe* Pleafures, and ha- 
ving taken on Board a good fupply of freih Prp* 
vifions, they voted unanimoufly for the Goafl: of 
Gurney^ and in the Latitude of 22 Ni in their Voyage 
thither, met with a French Ship fro m Martinicoy rich- 
ly laden, and, which was unlucky for the Mafter, 
had a property of being fitter for their Purpole, 
than the Banker. Exchange was no Robbery they faid^ 
and fo after a little mock Complaifance to M&nfieur ? 
for the Favour he had done them, they ffiifted 
their Men, arid took leave ; This was their firf£ 


Royal Fortune . * 

In this Ship Roberts proceeded on his defined 
Voyage - but before they reached Gulney , he pro-? 
to touch U Rmy&j thS Sbuthermoft of Cape 

” ' Ferd 



Capt. BarTho. Roberts * 241 

Verd lflands and clean.' But here again by an 
intolerable Stupidity and want of Judgment, they 
got fo far to Leeward of their Port, that del- 
pairing to regain it, or any of the Windward 
Parts of Africa, they were obliged to go back 
again with the Trade-Wind* for the Wefi-Indlesi, 
wliich had very near been the Deftru&ion of them 
all Surinam vvas the Place now defigned for* which 
was at no lets than 700 Leagues Diftance, and they 
had but one Hoglhead of Water* left to fupply 
124 Souls for that Paffage*, a fad Circumftances 
that eminently expofes^the Folly and Madnefs 
among Pyrates, and he muft ' be an inconfiderato 
Wretch indeed, who* if he could feparate the? 
Wickednefsand Punifhment from the Faff, Would 
yet hazard his Life amidft fuch Dangers, as their v 
want of Skill and Forecaft made them liable to. 

Their Sins, we may prefume were never fo trdu- 
blefome to their Memories, as now, that inevita- 
ble DeftrufHon feem’d to threaten them* without: 
the leaft Glympfe of Comfort Or Alleviation to 
their Mifery ^ for* with what Face could Wretches 
who had ravaged and made fo many NeCeffitous* 
look up for Relief*, they had to that Moment li- 
ved in Defiance of the Power that now alone they 
muft truft for their Prefervatton* and indeed with-* 
out the miraculous Intervention of Providence, there 
appeared only this miferable Choice, viz. a pre-* 
fent Death by their own Hands, or a lingering one 
by Famine. ; / 

They continued theit Courle* and dame to an 
Allowance of one Angle Mouthful of Water fod 
2,4 Hours ^ many of them drank their Urine, or 
Sea Water, which, inftead of allaying, gave them 
an inextinguilhable Thirft* that killed rhem : Others 
pined and Wafted ^ little more; Time in Fluxed 
and Apyrexies, fo that they dropped aWay daily * 

Thofe that luftaufd the Mifery be ft, were fuch as A 

Q r v almoil 
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almoft ftarved themfelves, forbearing all forts of 
Food, unlefs a Mouthful or two of Bread the whole - 
Day, fo that thofe who furvived were as weak as 
it was poffible for Men to be and alive; 

. But if the difmal; Profpeft they fet out with, 
gave them Anxiety, Trouble, or Pain, what muft 
their Fears and Apprehenfions be, when they had 
not one Drop of Water left, or any other Liquor 
to moiften or animate. This was their Cafe, when 
(by the working of Divine Providence, no doubtj 
they were brought into Soundings, and at Night 
anchored in feven Fathom Water : This was an 
inexpreffible Joy to them, and, as it were, fed the 
expiring Lamp of Life with frefh Spirits ; but this 
could not hold long. When the Morning came, 
they faw Land from the Maft-Head, but it was at 
lo great a Diftance, that it afforded but an indiffe- 
rent Profpeft to Men who had drank nothing for 
the two laft Days; however, they difpatch’d their' 
Boat away, and late ; the fame Night it return’d, 
to their no fmall Comfort, with a load of Water, 
informing them, that they had got off the Mouth 
of Meriwinga River on the Coaft of Surinam . 

One would have thought fo miraculous an Efcape 
fhould have wrought fome Reformation, but alais, 
’they had no fooner quenched their Thirft, but they 
had forgot the Miracle, till Scarcity of Provifions 
awakened their Senfes, and bid them guard againft 
ftarving ; their allowance was very fmall, and yet 
they would profanely fay,* That Providence which had 
gave them Drink, would , no doubt , bring them Meat alfo } 

*■ if they would ufe but an hone ft Endeavour . 

* In purfuance of diefe honeft Endeavours, they 
were fleering for the Latitude of Barbadoes , with 
what little they had left, to lookout for more, or 
Starve ; and, in their Way, met , a Ship that anfwer- 
ed their Neceffities, and after that a Brigantine ; 
the former was called the Greyhound , belonging to 

2 - • 
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St ChriflofherSy and bound to Philadelphia , the Mate 
of which figned the Py rate’s Articles, and was 
afterwards Captain of the Ranger y Confort to the 
koyal Fortune . , ; . 

Out of the Ship and Brigantine* the Py rates got 
a good fupply of Provisions and Liquor, fb that x 
they gave over the defigned Cruife, and Watered 
at 7 ohago i and hearing of the two Sioops that had 
been fitted dut and fent after them at Corvocoo, they, 
failed to the Ifland of Martinico , to make the Go^ 
vernor forhe fort of an Equivalent, for the v Gare 
and Expedition he had fliewn in that Affain 

It is the Cuftom at Martinico , for the Dutch In-* 
terlopers that have a Mind to Trade with the Peo- 
ple of the Ifland, to hoift their Jacks when they 
come before the Town: Roberts knew the Signal^ 
and being an utter Enemy to them, he bent his 
Thoughts upon Mifchief^ and accordingly caitie 
in with his jack flying, which, as he expelled, the/ 
miftook for a good Market, and thought Theirs 
felves happieft that could foonefi difpatch off their 
Sloops and VelTels for Trade. When Roberts had 
got them within his Power, (one after another,) 
he told them, he would not have it faid that they 
came off for nothing, and therefore ordered them 
to leave their Money behind, for that they were. 
k Parcel of Rbgues, and hoped they would al ways 
meet with fuch a Dutch Trade' as this was • he 
referved one VefTel to fet the Paffengers on Shore 
again, and fired the reft, to the Number oT 
twenty. - 

Roberts was fo Enraged at the Attempts that had 
been made for taking of him, by the Governors 6T Bar - 
bados and Martinico , that he ordered a ne‘w Jack to 
be made,’ which they ever after hoifted, with his 
own Figure pourtrayM, ftanding upon two Skulls, 
and under them the Letters ABH and A M H^ 1 
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fig ill fymg a Barbadian’s and a Martin lean's Head, 
as may be feen in the Plate of Captain Roberts. 

At Dominico , the next Ifland they touched at, they 
took a Dutch Interloper of 22 Guns and 75 Men, 
and a Brigantine belonging to Rhode-IJland, one Nor * 
ion Matter. The former made fome Defence, till ' 
feme of his Men being killed, the reft were diC- 
couraged and ftruck Their Colours. With thefe 
two Prizes they went down to Guadalupe , and 
t brought out a Sloop, and a French Fly-Boat laden 
with Sugar ^ the Sloop they burnt, and went on 
to Moon ay, another Ifland, thinking to clean, but 
finding the Sea ran too high there to undertake 
it with Safety, they bent their Courfe for the 
North Part of Hlfpaniola, where, at Bennet V Key, 
in the Gulf of Saminah , they cleaned both the 
Ship and the Brigantine. For tho’ Hifpaniola be 
fettled by the Spaniards and French , and is the Re- 
ft dene e of a Prefident fro m Spain, who receives, and 
finally determines Appeals from all the other / 
Spanijh Wefi~India Iflands , yet is its People by no 
Means proportioned to its Magnitude, lb that there 
are many Harbours in it, to which Pyrates may 
fecurely refort without Fear of Difcovery from 
the Inhabitants. 

Whilft they were here, two Sloops came in, as 
they pretended, to pay Roberts a Vifit, the Matters, 
wKofe Names were Porter and Tuckerman , addreffed 
the Pyrate, as the Queen of Sheba did Solomon , to 
wit. That having heard of his Fame and Atchievements , 

^ they had put in there to learn his Art and Wi£- 
dom in the Bufinefs of pyrating, being Veilels on 
the fame honourable Defign with himfelf; and 
hoped with the Communication of his Knowledge, 
they .fhould alfo receive his Charity, being in want 
of Neceflaries for fuch Adventures. Roberts was 


-i. won upon by the Peculiarity and Bluntnefs of thefe 
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two Men, and gave them Powder, Arms, and what 
ever elfe they had Gccafion for, fpent two or three 
merry Nights with them, and at parting, faid, he 
hoped the Z> would Trofper their handy Works . 

They palled fome Time here, after they had got 
their Veffel ready, in their ufual Debaucheries • 
they had taken a confiderable Quanty of Rum 
and Sugar, lo that Liquor was as plenty as Wa- 
ter,' and few there were, who denied themfelves 
the immoderate Ufe of it •, nay. Sobriety brought 
a Man under a Sufpicion of being in a Piot again# 
the Commonwealth, and in their Senfe, he was 
looked upon to be a Villain that woula not be 
drunk. This was evident in the Affair of Harry 
Glasby y chofen Mafter of the Royal Fortune , who, % 
with two others, laid hold of the Opportunity. . 
at the laft Ifland they were at, to move off with- * \ 
out bidding Farewel to his Friends. Glasby was 
a refer ved fober Man, and therefore gave.Occa- 
fion to be fufpefted, fo that he was foon miffed; , 
after he went away } and a Detachment being 
fent in queft of the Delerters, they were all three 
brought back again the next Day. This was a 
capital Offence, and for which they were ordered 
to be brought to an immediate Try al. - • 

Here was the Form of Juftice kept up, which 
is as much as can be faid of feveral other Courts* 
that have more lawful Commiffions for what they ' 
do. — Here was no/ feeing of Council, and bri- 

bing of Witneffes was a Cuftom not known among 
them } no packing of Juries, no torturing and wreft- 
ing the Senfe of the Law y for bye Ends and Purpo- 
fes, no puzzling or perplexing the Caufe with un- 
intelligible, canting Terms, and ufelefs Diflinftions \ 
nor was their Seffions burthened with numberlefs 

EvJ » ' | 1 * " 

Officers, the Minifters of Rapine and Extortion,; 
with ill boding Afpefts, enough to Fright dftr&a, * 
from the Court. . , ; ' * 

’ ' Q ’ The 
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The Place, appointed for their Tryals, w^ts the 
Steerage of the Ship ^ in order to which, a large 
Bowl of Rum Punch was made, and .placed upon 
the Table ? the Pipes and Tobacco being ready, 
the judicial Proceedings began ^ the Prifoners were 
brought forth, and Articles of Indi&meiit againft 
them read \ they were arraigned upon a Statute 
of their own making, and the Letter of the Law 
being ftrong againft them, and the Baft plainly 
proved, they were about to pronounce Sentence, 
when One of the Judges mov-d, that thejrfhould 
firft Smoak t’other Pipe} which was according- 
ly done. 

All the Prifoners pleaded for Afreft of Judg r 
ment very movingly, but the Court had fuch an 
Abhorrence of their Crime, that they could not 
be prevailed upon to fhew Mercy, till one of the 
Judges, whole Name was Valentine Afhplant y flood 
up, and taking his Pipe out f of his Mouth, faid, 
he had fomething to offer to the Court in behalf 
iof one of the Prifoners* and fpoke to this Effeft. 
^ — By (7—, Glasby jhall not dye *, d- — *n me if he 
]ha ! l. After this learned Speech, he fat down iq 
his place, and refunded his Pipe. This Motion 
was loudly oppofed by all the reft of the Judges, 
in equivalent Terms*, but Jfiplant, who was re- 
folute in his Opinion, made another pathetical 
Speech in the following Manner. G-~—d—^-n 
fe Gemlefnen y 7 am as good a Man as the befi of you } 
d-l — m m y S— — 1 if ever 1 turned my Bach to any Man 
in my Life, or ever tp///, by (7 «r_—~ • } Clasby is an 
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repent of W--~ - - , , , . . , , • . 

dye, I will dye '4<mg with him. And thereupon, he 
pulled put n pair of Piftols, and prefented them 
to fome of the learned Judges upon the Bench ; 
who, perceiving his Argument lo well fupported, 

" /*'■’’ ' ‘ thought 
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thought it reafbnable that Glasby fhould be ac- 
quitted *, and fb they all came over to his Opinion, 
and allowed it to be Law. , , : ; 

But al) the Mitigation that 'could be obtained 
for the other Prifoners, was, that they fhould have 
the Liberty of choofing any four of the whole 
Company to be, their Executioners- ^The poor 
W retches were ty’d immediately to the Matt, and 
there ftiot dead, purfuant to their villainous Sen- 
tence. , . . • 4 . , 

When they put to Sea again, the Prizes which 
had been detained only for fear of fpreading any 
Rumour concerning them, which had like to have 
been lo fatal at Corvocoo y were thus difpofed of: 
They burnt their own Sloop, and mann’d Norton's 
Brigantine, fending the Matter away in the Dutch 
Interloper, not diffatisfied. 

With the Royal Fortune , and the Brigantine, which 
they chriftened the Good Fortune , they pufhed to- 
wards the Latitude of Defeada y to look out for Pro- 
vifions, being very fhort again, and juft to their 
Wilh, Captain Hingft one's ill Fortune brought him 
in their Way, richly laden for Jamaica ^ him 
they carried to Berbudas and plundered v and 
ftretching back again to the Weft-Indies , they con- 
tinually met with < fome Confignment or other, 
(chiefly French ft) which ftored them with Plenty 
of Provifions, and recruited their ftarving Con- 
dition * ? fb that flocked with this fort of Am- 
munition, they began to think of Something wor-~" 
thier their Aim, for thefe Robberies that only 
lupplied what was in conftant Expenditure, by 
no Means anfwered their Intentions and accor- 
dingly they proceeded again for the Coaft of 
Guiney , where they thought to buy Gold-Duft very 
cheap. In their Paflage thither, they took Num- 
bers of Ships of all Nations, fome of which they 

Q. 4 burnt 
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burnt or funk, as the Carriage or Charaftersof the* 
Matters difpleafed them. * ' 

Notwkhftanding the fuccelsful Adventures of 
this Crew, yet it was with great Ditticulty they 
Pould be kept together, undgr any kind of Re- 
gulation ^ for being almoft always mad or drunk, 
their Behaviour produced infinite Difbrders, every ' 
Man being in his own Imagination a Captain, a 
Prince, or a King. When Roberts law there was no 
managing of fucha Company of wild ungovernable 
Bruges, by gentle means, nor to keep them from 
drinking to excels, the Caufe of all their Diftur- 
bances, he put on a rougher Deportment, and a 
more magefterial Carriage towards them, correfl:- 
ing whom he thought fit *, and if any deemed to 
relent his Ufage, he told them, they might go aftore 
and take Sati facHon of him , if they thought fit , at Sword 
and Tift of for he neither valu'd or fear'd any of them . 

About 400 Leagues from the Coaft of Africa , 
the Brigantine who had hitherto lived with them, 
in all amicable Correfpondence, thought fit to take 
the Opportunity of a dark' Night, and leave the 
Comma do re, which leads me back to the Re- 
lation of an Accident that happened at one of the 
Ijlands of the Weft-Indies, where they water’d be- 
fore they undertook - this Voyage, which had like 
to have thrown their Government (fuch as it 
was) off the Hinges, and was, partly the Occafion 
of the Separation: The Story is as follows. 

Captain Roberts having been Infulted by one of 
the drunken Crew, (whole Name I have forgot,) 
lie, ip the Heat of his Pailion killed the Fellow ou 
the Spot, Which was relented ' by a great many 
others, ppt particularly one Jones, a brisk active 
yopng Man, who died lately in the Mar [halfe a, and 
was his Mefs-lVIate. This Junes was at that Time 
^Ihore a watering the Ship, but as loon as he came 
pn Board, was told that Captain Roberts had killed 

*’ tA.*, 1 
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his Comrade } upon which he curled Roberts, and 
faid, he ought to be ferved ifo himfelf. Roberts 
hearing Jones’s Inveftive, ran to him with a Sword - 
and ran him into the Bpdy ^ who, notwithftanding 
his Wound, feized the Captain, threw him over 
a Gun, and beat him handlomely. This Adven- 
ture put the -whole Company in an Uproar, and 
fome taking Part with the Captain, and others 
againft him^ there had like to have ,'enfued a gene- 
ral Battle with one another, like my Lord Tho - 
mom’s Cocksy however, the Tumult was at length 
appeas’d by the Mediation of the Quarter-Mafter • 
and as the Majority of the Company were of Opi- 
nion that the Dignity of the Captain, ought 
to be fupported on Board •, that it was a Poft of 
Honour, and therefore the Perfon whom they' 
thought fit to confer it on, Ihould not be violated 
by any fingle Member ; wherefore they fentenced 
Jones to undergo two Lafhes from every one of the 
Company, for his MifHemeanour, which was ex- 
ecuted upon him as foon as he was well of his 
Wound. 

This level e Punifhment did not at all convince 
Jones that he was in the wrong, but rather ani- 
mated him to fome fort of a Revenge • but not be- 
ing able to do it upon Roberts’ s Perfon, on Board 
the Ship, he and feveral of his Comrades, corref- 
pond with AnJHs, Ca r tiin of the Brigantine, and 
confpire with him and fome of the principal Py- 
rates on Board that Velfel, to go off from the Com- 
pany. What made Anftis a Malecontent, was the 
Inferiority he ftood in, with Refpea to Roberts] who 
carried himfelf with a haughty' and magifterial. 
Air, to him and his Crew, he regarding the Bri- 
gantine only as a Tender, and, as fuch, left them no< 
more than the Refufe of their Plunder. Inihort 
Jones and his Confort go on Board of Captain An- 
fit?, on Pretence of a Vifit, and there confulting 
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•250 Capu Bart ho, Roberts, 

# ^ w ' f >, > *• ^ *» *•’ ^ ■ J 

with their Brethren, they r find a Majority for lea- 
ving of Roberts, and fo came to a Resolution to bid 
a loft Farewell, ^ they call it, that -Night, and to 
throw over-board whofoever Ihouid flick out ; buc 
they proved to be unanimous, and effefted their De- 
iign as above-mentioned. 

•*’ I ihall have no more to fay of Captain Anjlls, 
till the Story of Roberts is concluded, therefore I 
return to him, in the purfuit of his Voyage to 
Guiney. The fofs of the Brigantine was a feniible 
Shock to the Crew, the being an excellent Sailor* 
and had 70 Hands aboard 5. however, Roberts who 
was the Occafion of it, put on a Face of Uncon- 
cern at this his ill Conduct and Mifmanagement, 
and refolved not to alter his Purpofes upon that 

Account. ; ^V.VT v U 1 * *< *<U m 

Roberts fell in to Windward nigh the Senegal, a Ri- 
ver of great Trade for Gum, on this Part of the 
Coaft*, monopolized by the French, who conftantiy 
keep Cruifers, to hinder the interloping Trade: 
At this Time they had two fmall Ships on that Ser- 
vice, one of 10 Guns and < 5 5 Men, and the other 
of 1 6 Guns and 75 Men •, who having got a Sight 
of Mr. Roberts , and fuppofing him to be one of 
thefe prohibited Traders, chafed with all the Sail 
they could make,, to come up with him ^ but their 
Hopes which had brought them very nigh, too late 
deceived them, for on the^hoifting of Jolly Roger , 

* fthe Name they give their black Flag,) their French 
Hearts failed, and they both furrendred without 
any, or at leaft very little Refiftance. With thefe 
Prizes they went into Slerraleon, and made one of 
them their Confort, by the Name of the Ranger, and 
the other a Store-Ship, to clean by. ,• 

Slerraleon' River difgorges with a large Mouth, 
the Starboard-Side of which, draughts into little 
Bays, fafe and convenient for cleaning and water- 
ing what fliil made it preferable to the Pyrates, 
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is, that the Traders fettled here, are naturally 
their Friends. There are about 30 Englijh Men in 
all. Men who dn Lome Part of their Lives, have 
been either privateering, buccaneering, or pyrating,\_ 
and ftill retain and love the Riots, and Humours, 
common to that fort of Life. They live very 
friendly with the Natives, andi.have many of them 
of both Sexes, to be their Gromettas , or Servants : 
The Men are faithful, and the Women fb obedient, 
that they are very ready to proftitute themfelves 
to whomfbeyer their Matters fhall command them. 
The Royal African Company has a Fort on a fmall 
Ifland call'd Bence Ifland, but ’tis of little Ufe,befides 
peeping their Slaves } the Diftance making it in- 
capable of giving any Moleftation to their Star- 
board Shore. Here lives at this Place an old Fel- 
low, who goes by the Name of Crackers , who was 
formerly a noted Buccaneer, and while he followed 
the Calling, robb’d aiid plundered many a Man ; 
he keeps the beft Houfe in the Place, has two or 
three Guns before his Door, with which he Salutes 
his Friends, ( the Pyrates, when they put in) and lives 
a jovial Life with him, all the while they are there. 

Here follows a Lift, of the reft of thofe lawlefs 
Merchants, and their Servants, who carry on a 
private Trade with the Interlopers, to the great 
Prejudice of the Royal African Company, who with 
extraordinary Induftry and Expence, have made, 
and maintain, Settlements without any Conftdera- 
tion from thofe, who, without fuch Settlements 
and Forts, would fbon be under an Incapacity of 
purfuing any fuch private Trade. Wherefore, ’tis to 
be hop'd, proper Means will be taken, to root out a 
pernicious fet of People, who have all their Lives, 
fupported themfelves by the Labours of other Men. 

Two of thefe Fellows enter’d with Robert's Crew, 
and continued with them, till the Deftru&iqu of 
the Company. / ' ! 
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i^f ; Zi/? ' the White-Men, now living on the 
’ high hand of Sierraleon, and the Craft they 
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TTOi/iV Leadflone , three Boats and Periagoe. 
JP His Man 7 om,i ,■> , _ . 1 
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. His Man 3 ^# Brovon . r, ; ? ' . 

Alexander Middleton , one Long-Boat, 

His Man Charles Hawkins. 

*» J ‘ » ^ 

Their Man John Vernon* .,1 > , i ' Vif* 

j David Charmers, one Long-Boat. r r 

* \ * / f _ « * * ✓ ~ 

5T<?w/ ChatmerSy one Long-Boat. 

Richard Richard fon. one Lons;-Boat. 

** * • .*• ^ 1 ♦ • v *. .X 

Warren, CP^tners two. Long-Boats, and 

Roberts Glynn, $ tWO fma11 Boats * 

His Man JW;# Franks. ' • ? - .* - » i| f 

William Waits y and one young Man. 

3^/j# Bonnerman. 

John England, one Long-Boat. 

£• • ^ • y - :**? ^ r ' '* V \ 

Robert Samples, one Long-Boat. 

William Prefgrove, \ 

^ rr h Cone Stoop, two Long-Boats, 

Mitchel V a ^ oat > and Periagoe. 

Richard Lamb, * 

With Roquis Rodrigus, a Portuguese , 

„ George Bijhop. , ! 

Brown. > 

Joncs 2 one Long-Boat, 

His 
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His Irijb young Man. , • >, , 

At Rio Tungo , Ben j amen Gun . 

At Kidham , George 'Teats. 

At GallyneaSy Richard Lemmons. 
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The Harbour is lo convenient for Wooding and 
Watering, that it occafions many of our trading 
Ships, efpecially thole of Briftol y to call in there, 
with large Cargoes of Beer, Syder, and ftrong Li* 
quors, which they Exchange with thele private 
Traders, for Slaves and Teeth, . pur chafed by them 
at the Rio Nune% and other Places to the North-* 
ward, lb that here was what they call good 
Living. ' 7 , > 

Hither Roberts came the End of June, 1721, and 
had Intelligence that the Swallow , and Weymouth , two 
Men of War, of 50 Guns each, had left that River a-, 
bout a Month before, and defigned to return about 
Chrifimas ; fo that the Pyrates could indulge them- 
felves with all the Satisfaftion in the World, in 
that they knew they were not only fecure whilft 
there, but that in going down the Coaft, after 
the Men of War, they Ihould always be able, to 
get fuch Intelligence of their Rendezvous, as would 
ferve to make their Expedition fefe. So after fix 
Weeks ftay, the Ships being cleaned and fitted* 
and the Men weary of whoring and drinking, they 
bethought themlelves of Bufinefs, and went to 
Sea the- Beginning of Augufiy taking their Progrefs, 
down the* whole Coaft, as low as Jaquin y vplunder- 
ing every Ship they met, of what was valuable ..in 
her, and Ibmetimes to be more mifchievioufly wick- 
ed, would throw what they did not want, over- 
board, accumulating Cruelty to Theft. * • * > 

K In this Range, they exchanged their old French, 
Ship, for a fine Frigate built Ship, call’d the Onflow, 
“ing to the Royal African .Company, Captain 

'■ . ' " % J : Gee 
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Gee Commander, which happened to lye at Seftos, td 
get Water and Neceffaries for the Company." A 
great many of Captain Gee’ s Men v wefe afhore, 
when Robert’s bore down, and fo the Ship con- 
fequently furpriz’d into his Hands, tho' had 
they been all on Board, it was not likely the Cafe 
would have been otherwife, the Sailors, moft of 
them, voluntarily joyning the Pyrates, and encou- 
raging the lame Dilpofition in the Soldiers, (Who 
were going Paffengers with them to Cape-Corfo-Caftle ) 
whole Ears being conllantly tickled with the 
Feats and Gallantry of thofe Fellows, made them 
fancy, that to go, was only being bound on a Voy- 
age of Knight Errantry (to relieve the Diftrefs’d, 
and gather up Fame) and lo they likewife offer’d 
themfelves but here the Pyrates. were at a Stand, 
they entertain’d fo contemptible a Notion of Land- 
men, that they put ’em oil with Refufals for fome 
time, till at length, - being weary’d with Solicita- 
tions, and pittying a Parcel of flout Fellows, which 
they laid, were going to flarve upon a little Canky 
and Plantane, they accepted of them, and allow’d 
them * Share, as it was then term’d out Of Cha- 
rity. , 

There was a’/Clergyrrian on Board the Onflow, 
lent from England , to be Chaplain of Cape-Corfo- 
Caflle , fome of the Pyrates were for keeping him, 
alledging merrily, that their Ship wanted a Cha- 
plain-, accordingly they offered him a Share, to 
take on with them, promifing, he Ihould do no- 
thing for his Money, but make Punch, and lay 
Prayers yet, however brutifh they might be in 
other Things, they* bore fo great a Refpeflto his 
Order, that they refblved not to force him againft 
his Inclinations • and the Parfon having no Relifh 
for this fort of Life, excufed hiiiilelt from accepting 
the Honour they defigned him , they were fatisfied, 
and generous enough to deliver him back every 
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Thing he owned to be his : The Parfon laid hold 
of this favourable Difpofition of the Pyrates, and ^ 
laid Claim to feveral Things belonging to others, 
which were alfo given up, to his great Satlsfa&ion ; 
in fine, they kept nothing which belonged to the 
Church, except three Prayer-Books, and a Bottle- 
Screw. - , • . ,♦ 

The^ Py rates kept the Onflow for their own 
Ufe, and gave Captain Gee the : French Ship, and 
then fell to making fiich Alterations as might fit 
her for a Sea-Rover, pulling down her Bulk-Heads, - 
and making her fiulh, fo that ftie became, in all 
Refpefbs, as compleat a Ship for their Purpofe, as 
any they could ;have found \ they Continued to her 
the Name of the Royal Fortune, and mounted her 
with 40 Guns. 1 ‘ , ; V . V V: 

She and the Ranger proceeded (as I faid before,) 
to Jaquiny and from thence to Old Calabar , where 
they arrived about Ottober , in order to clean their 
Ships, a Place the moft luitable along the whole 
-Coaft, for there is a Bar with not above 13 Foot 
Water upon it, and the Channel intricate, fo that 
had the Men of War been fure of their being har- 
bour’d here, they might hill have bid Defiance to 
their Strength, for the Depth of Water at the Bar, 
as well as the want of a Pilot, was a fufficient Se- 
curity to the Rovers, and invincible Impediments 
to them. Here therefore they fat ealy, and divi- 
ded the Fruits of their difhoneftlnftuftry, and drank 
and drove Care away . The Pilot who brought them 
into 'this Harbour, was Captain — e y who for 

this, and other Services, was extreamly well paid, 
according to the Journal of their own Accounts, 
which do not run in the ordinary and common way, 
of Debtor , contra Creditor , but much more concife, 
lumping it to their Friends, and fo carrying the 
Debt in their Heads, again# the next hone# Trader 
they meet. 
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They took at Calabar , Captain Loane r and two 
or three Brlfiol Ships, the Particulars of all 
which would be an unneceffary Prolixity, there- 
fore I come now to give an Account of the 
Clage they received from the Natives of this, Place* 
The Calabar Negroes did not prove fo civil as they 
expected, for they refuted to have any Commerce 
> or Trade with them, when they underftood they were 
Py rates: An Indication that thefe poor Creatures, 
in the narrow Circumftances they were in, and 
without, the Light of the Gofpel, or the Advan- 
tage of an Education, have, notwithftanding, fucha 
moral innate Honefty, as would upbraid and ihame 
the moft knowing, s Chriftian : But this did but ex-, 
afperate thefe lawlefs Fellows, and fo a Party of 
40 “Men were detach’d to force a Correlpondence, 
or drive the Negroes to Extremities -, and. they 
7 accordingly landed under the Fire of their own 
Cannon: The Negroes drew up in a Body of 2000 
Men, as if they intended to difpute the Matter with 
them, and ftaid till the Py rates advanced within 
Piftol-fhot } but, finding the Lofs of two or three, 
made no Impreffion on the reft* the Negroes 
thought fit to retreat, which they did, with feme 
Lofs : The Pyratesfet Fire to the Town, and then 
return’d to their , Ships. This terrified the Na- 

tives, and put an entire flop to all the Intercourfe 
between them ; fo that they could get no Sup- 
plies, which obliged them, as fcon as they had 
finiihed the cleaning and triming of their Ships, to 
lofe no Time, but went for Cape Lopez,, and watered, 
and at Anna-Bona took aboard a Stock of frefh Pro- 
vifions, and then failed for the Coaft again. 

This was their laft and fatal Expedition, which 
we fhall be more particular in, becaufe, it cannot 
be imagined that they could have had Affurancd 
to have undertaken it, but upon;; a Prefumption, 
that the Men of War, (whom they knew wero 
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upon the Coaft,) were unabl<> to attack them, Ot 
elie purfuant to the Rumour that had jndifcretio* 
nail y obtained at $ierraleon > were gone thith§£ 
again, x In 

It is impoflible at this Time, to think they could 
know of the weak and fickly Condition they were 
in, and therefore founded the Succefs of this le«? 
cond Attempt upon the Coaft, on the latter Fre* 
fumption, and this feems to be confirmed by thei£ 
falling in with the Coaft as low as Cape Lahou, ( and 
even that was higher than they defigned,) in th$ 
beginning of January, and took the Ship called the 
King Solomon, with 20 Men in their Boat, and 4 
trading Veffcl, both belonging to the Company v 
The Py rate Ship happened to fall about a Leagiij 
to Leeward of the King Solomon, at Cape Appolloni 4, 
and the Current and Wind oppofing their working 
up with the Ship, they agreed to fend the Long* 
Boat, with a fufficient Number of Men to take 
her: The Pyrates are all Voluntiers on thefe 6c®* 
caflons, the Word being always given, who will go f 
And prefently the ftanch and firm M§n offer therfi* 
lelves \ becaufe, by fuch Readinefs, they recom* 
mend their Courage, and have an Allowance alfo 
of a Shift of deaths, frpm Head tp Foot, pyt pf 
the Prize? - * - - v 1 * -r ' * ,v 

They rowed towards the King Solomon with % 
great deal of Alacrity, and being hailed by th$ 
Commander of her, anfwered, Defiance ■, Captain 
Jr ahem, before this, obferving a great Number of 
Men in the Boat, began not to liVe his Vifitors y 
and prepared to receive them, firing a Musket 
as they come under his Stern, which they rfi* 
turned with a Volley, and made greater Speed 
to get on Board : Upon this, he applied to Jii§ 
Men, and ask’d them, whether they would $anc| ' 
by him, to defend the Ship, it being a Shame they 
ihouid be takjgj> by h^lf their without 
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any Repulfe ? But his Boatfivain, Philips, took 
upon him to be the Mouth of the People, and put 
an ;End to the Difpute *, he faid plainly, he would 
not, laid down his Arms in the King’s Name, as he 
was plealed to term it, and called out to the Boat 
for Quarters, fo that the reft, by his Example, 
were miflead to the lofing of the Ship. • * . , . 

When they came on Board, they brought her 
under Sail, by an expeditious Method, of cutting 
the Cable ^ Walden , one of the Py rates, telling 
the Mafter, this yo hope of heaving up the Anchor 
was a needlefs trouble, when they defigned to 
burn the Ship. They brought her under Com- 
madore Roberts '’ s Stern, and not only rifled her 
of what Sails, Cordage, dv. they wanted for them- 
felves, but wantonly throw’d the Goods of the 


Company overboard, < like Spend-thrifts, that, nek 
ther expe&ed or defigned any Account* 

On the fame Day alfo, they took the Flujhing, a 
Hutch Ship, robbed her of Mafts, Yards and Stores, 
and then cut down her’ Fore-Maft ; but what fat 
as heavdy as any thing with the Skipper , was, their 
taking fome fine Saufages he had on Board, of his 
Wife’s making, and ftringing them in a ludicrous 
Manner, round their Necks, till they had fuffick 
ently fhew’d their Contempt of them, ,and then 
threw them into the Sea. r . Others chopp’d the 
Heads ;of his Fowls off, to be dreffed for their 
Supper, and courteoufly invited the Landlord, pro- 
vided he would find Liquor. It was amelancholly 
Requeft to the Man, but it muft be comply’d with, 
and he was obliged, as they grew drunk, to fit 
quietly, and hear them fing French and Spani fa Songs, 
out of his Dutch Prayer-Books, with other Pro- 
phanefs, that he (tho’ a Dutch Man) flood ama- 
zed at. , .• . 

In chafing too near in, they alarmed the Coaft, 

were lent to the Englifa and Dutch 

Fa&o- 
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factories, giving an Account of it : They werd 
fenfi ble of this Error immediately* and becaufe 
they Would make the beft of a bad Market* re* 
folved to keep out of fight of Land, and Idle the 
Prizes they might expert between . that and Why* - 
dak, to make the more lure of that Port* where 
commonly is the beft Booty i, all Nations trading 
thither, efpecially Portuguefe , who purchafe chiefly 
with Gold, the Idol their Hearts were bent upOni 
And notwithstanding this unlikely , Courfe* they 
met and took ieveral Ships between Axim and that: 
Place} the circumftantial Stories of which* and 
the pannick Terrors they ftruck into his Majefty’s 
Subjects, being tedious and unneceffary to relate* 

I lhall pafs by* and come to their Arrival in- that: 
Road. 


They came to Whydah with a St; George’s firdign* 
a black Silk Flag flying at their Mizen-Peek, and 
a Jack and Pendant of the fame : The Flag had a 
Death in it, with an Ho'ur-Glafs in one Hand* 
and crols Bones in the other* a Dart by it* and 
underneath a Heart dropping three Drops of Blood/ 
* — - The Jack had a Man pourtray’d in it, with 
a flaming Sword in his Hand, and ftanding on two' 
Skulls, fuhfcribed A B H and A M H u e. a Bar* 
hadi art’s and a Martinican’ $ Head, as has been be* 
fore taken Notice of. Here they found eleven 
Sail m.the Road, Englijh, French and Portuguese * the 
trench were three flout Ships of 30 Guns, and up- 
wards of t oo Men each* yet when Roberts dame 
to Fire, they, with the other Ships* immediately 
ftruck their Colours and fiirrendred to his Mercy.- 
One Realbn* it flluft be confefs’d, of hi? eaiV 

ViStory,' Was*, the Comniarideryand a good Part of 

the Men being alho're* accor dipg to the Cuftom of 
the Place* to receive the Cargoes* and return the 
Slaves* they being obliged to Watch the SeafOnsfpr. 
if# Which othefWife} iti fo dangerous .* Sea Hi here ^ 

^ i : , , Wosdd 
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would be impracticable. Thefe all, except the 
Porcupine, ranfomed with him for eight Pound of 
Gold-Duft, a Ship, not without the trouble of fbme 
Letters pafling and repafling from the Shore, before 
they could fettle it ^ and notwithftanding the 
Agreement and Payment, they took away one of " 
the French Ships, tho- with a Promife to return 
her, if they found fhe did not fail well, taking 
with them federal of her Men for that End. 

Some of the Foreigners, who never had Dealing 
this Way before, defired for Satisfaction to their 
Owners, that they might have Receipts for their 
Money, which were accordingly given, a Copy of 
one of them, I have here fubjoined, viz.. 

' • r * 1 V 

T HIS is to certify whom it may or doth concern, that 
we GENTLEMEN OF FORTUNE, have 
received eight Pounds of Gold-Duft, for the Ranfom of the 
Hardey, Captain Dittwitt Commander , fo that we, J)if- 
charge the faid Ship, 

„ Witnefs our Hands , this ' Batt. Roberts, 

i ph of Jan, 1721-2. Harry Glasby, 


r , / 

Others were given to the Portuguefe Captains, 
which were in the fame Form, but being figifd by 
two waggilh Fellows, viz.. Sutton , and Sympfon , they 
fubforibedby the Names of, , 4 n 

Aaron Whifflingpin, 

•» . Sim. Tugmutton. 


But there was fomething fo Angularly cruel 
and barbarous done here to the Porcupine , Captain 
Fletcher , as muft not be patted over without fpec-ial 

Remark. " • ■ ' ; 

* This Ship lay in the Road, almoft flaved, when 
the Py rates came in, and the Commander being 
on Shore, fettling his Accounts, was fent to for the 
Ranfom, but he expufed it, as having no Orders 

from 
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from the Owners ; though the true Reafon might 
be, that he thought it difhonourable to treat with 
Robbers ; and that the Ship, feparate from the 
Slaves, towards whom he could miftruft no Cruel- 
ty, was not worth the Sum demanded } hereupon, 
Roberts fends the Boat to tranfport the Negroes, in 
order to let heron Fire } but being in haft, and 
finding that unlhackling them coft much Time and 
Labour, they actually let her on Fire, with eighty 
of thole poor Wretches on Board, chained two and 
two together, under the milerable Choice of perill- 
ing by Fire or Water : Thofe who jumped over- 
board from the Flames, were feized by Sharks, a 
voracious Filh, in Plenty in this Road, and, in their 
Sight, tore Limb from Limb alive. A Cruelty un- 
paralell’d ! And for which had every Individual been 
hanged, few I imagine would think that Juftice had 
been rigorous. ; 

The Pyrates, / indeed, > were obliged to difpatch 
their Bufinefs here in haft, becaufe they had in- 
tercepted a Letter from General Phlps to Mr. Bald- 
win, the Royal African Company’s Agent at Whydah , 
(giving an Account, that Roberts had been feen to 
Windward of Cape Three Points ,) that he might 
the better guard againft the Damages to the Com- 
pany’s Ships, if he Ihould arrive at that Road 
before the Swallow Man of War, which he allured 
him, (at the Time of that Letter , ) was purfuing 
them to that Place. Roberts call’d up his Company, 
and defired they would hear Phip’s Speech, (for fb 
he was pleafed to call the Letter , ) and notwith- 
ftanding their vapouring, perfwaded them of the 
Neceffity of moving ; for, lays he, fuch brave Fel- 
c lows cannot.be fuppofed to be frightned at this 
c News, .yet that it were better to avoid dry Blows, 
€ which is the beft that can be expefted, if over- 
l takem )- 
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This Advice weighed with them, and they got 
Under Sail, having flay’d only from Thurfday to 
Saturday Night, and at Sea voted for the Ifland of 
j 4 wia Bona y but the Winds hanging out of /the Way, 
proifed their Purpofe, and brought them to Cape 
jhoppz,, where I fliall leave them for their approach- 
ing Fate, and relate feme further Particulars of 
fiis Majefty ? s Ship the Swallow , viz,, where it was 
Ihe had fpent her Time, during the Mifchief that 
was done, and by what gleans unable to prevent it y 
what alfb was the Intelligence fhe received, and the 
JVteafures thereon formed, that at laft brought two 
Ihch Strangers as Mr Roberts and Capt, Ogle, to meet 
|n fo remote a Corner of the World. 

The $ wallow and Weymouth left Slerraleon y May 28, 
where, I have already taken Notice, Roberts arrived 
abopt a Month after, and doubtlefs learn’d the 
' Intent of their Voyage, and cleaning on the Coaft y 
which made him fet down with more Security to 
his Biverfion, and furnifli him with fuch Intima- 
tions, as made his firft Range down the Coaft in J 
^ugujl following, more profperous • the Swallow 
and Weymouth being then at tfie Port of Princes a 


nar 


> 


Their Stay at Trinces was from July 28 to $ept. 20 
jyir, where, by a Fatality, common, to the Ir- 
regularities of Seaman, (who cannot in fuch Cafes 
Jcept under due Reftraints,) they buried IO Q 
n in three Weeks time, arid reduced the Re-* 
mainder of the Ships Companies into fo fxckly a 
State, that it was with Difficulty they brought 
them to fail ; and this Misfortune was probably 
the Rpin of Roberts , for it prevented the Men of 
War^ 1 going h ac ^ bo $ierralpep 9 as it was intended^ 
th^re being a Neceffity of leaving his JVIajefty’l 
§hip l/PeytyQupb (in much the worfe Condition of 
$$g' two) under the jSfjnjsof Gape fprfiyio ipipreft 

Urn 1?pi Twft ?%r $ * 
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the Sails, or weigh her Anchor ; and Roberts being 
ignorant of the Occafion : or Alteration of the 
firft Defign, fell into the Mouth of Danger, when 
he thought himfelf.the fartheft from it; for the 
Men of War not endeavouring to attain further to 
Windward (when they came from Princes') then to 
fecure Gape Corfo Road under their Lee, they lucki- 
ly hovered in the Track he had took. 

The Swallow and Weymouth fell in with the Con- 
tinent at Cape Appollonia , Ocbo . 20th, and there re- 
ceived the ungrateful News from one Captain Bird ; 
a Notice that awaken’d and put them on their 
Guard; but they were far from expecting any Te- 
merity ihould ever bring him a fecond Time on the 
Coaft, while they were there; therefore th eSwal- 
low having feen the Weymouth into Cape Corfo Road 
Nov . 10th, fheply’d to Windward as far as 
rather as an Airing to recover a fickly Ship’s Com- 
puiy, and fliew herfelf to the Trade, which was 
found every where undifturb’d, and were, for that 
Reafbn, returning to her Confort, when accident- 
ly meeting a Portuguefe Ship, fhe told her, that the 
Day before Ihe law two Ships Chace into Jiwh, 
an Englijh Vehel, which! Ihe believed muft have 
fallen into their Hands. On this Story, the Swal- 
low clung her Wind, and endeavoured to gain that 
Place, but receiving loon after (Otto, the 14th) a 
contrary Report from Captain Plummer, an intel- 
ligent Man, in the Jafon of Brifiol,* who had come 
further to Windward, and neither faw or heard 
any Thing of this ; fhe turned her Head down the 
lecond Time, anchored at Cape Appollonia the 23d, 
at Cape Tres Puntas the 27th, and in Corfo Road 
January the 7th, 172V2. - ' 

They learned that' their Confort the Wey- 
mouth, was, by the Affiftance of fome Soldiers from 
the Caftle, gone to Windward, to demand Refti- 
ftution of fome Goods or Men belonging to the 

R 4 African 


Bartho* Roberts* 

African Company, that were illegally detained by 
the Dutch at Des Minas ^,and while they- were re- 
gretting fo long a Separation, an Exprefs <came 
to General Phips , from Axim y the 9th, and followed 
by another from Dixcove , ( an Englifi Factory,) with 
'Information that three Ships had chafed and taken 
H Galley nigh Atdm Caftle, and a trading Boat 
Belonging to the Company: No doubt was made* 
concerning what they were, it being taken for 
granted they were Py rates, and fuppofed to be the 
fame that had the Augufi before infefted the Coafh 
The natural Refult therefore, from thefe two Ad- 
vices* was, to haften for Whydah *, for it Was con- 
tlued the Prizes they had taken, had informed them 
how nigh the Swallow was, and withal, how much 
better in Health than fhe had been for fome 
Months paft ‘ fo that unlefs they were very mad 
Indeed, they would (after being difcovered^) make 
the beft of their Way for Whydah , and fecure the 
Booty there, without which, their Time and In-' 
drift fy had been entirely loft •, moil of the Gold 
lying in that Cornet* 1 - . { *: \ , 

The Swallow weighed from Cape-Corfo , January the 
!6th, but was retarded by waiting fome Hours on 
the Margaret , a Company’s Ship, at Accra, , again 
t>li the Portugal , and a whole Day at Apong , on a 
Perfon they ufed to ftile .Mifs Betty : A Conduft that 
Mr* Phips blamed, when he heard the Py rates were 
ftiifs’d at Whydah , altho’ he had given it as his 
Opinion, they could not be palled by, and inti- 
ftlated, that to ftay-a few Hours would prove no 
Prejudice- s -» .* , V rj% . 

This, howevery hinder’d the Swallow ’s catching 
them at Whydah , for the Pyrates came into that 
Road, with/a frelh Gale of Wind, the fame Day 
the Swallow was at Apong, , and fail’d the 13th of 
January, from thence, that flie arrived the 17th* 
gained Notice of them by a French Shallop 

' t : from 
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frdm Grand Papa, the 14th at Night, and from 
Little Papa next Morning by a Dutch Ship fo that 
the Man of War was on all Sides, as fhe thought, 
fure of her Purchafej particularly when fhe made 
the Ships, and difcovered three of them to get 
under Sail immediately at Sight of her, making 
Signals to one another, as tho’ they defigned a 
Defence } but they were found to be three French 
Ships * and thofe at Anchor, Portuguefe and Englijh , 
all honeft Traders, who had been ranfack’d and 
ranfom’d. , 

This Difappointment chagreen’d the Ship’s Com- 
pany, who were very intent upon their Market ; 
which was reported to be an Arm-Cheft full of ' 
Gold, and kept with three Keys •, tho’ in all liklyv 
hood, had they met with them in that open Road, 
one or both would have made their Efcapes • or 
if they had thought fit to have fought, an Emu- 
lation in their Defence would probably have made 
it defperater ’ v ' 

While they were contemplating on the Matter,., 
a Letter was received from Mr. Baldwin , (Gover- 
nor here for the Company,) fignifying, that the 
Pyrates were at Jaquin y feven Leagues lower. The 
Swallow weighed at two next Morning, 'January the 
i<5th, and got to Jaquin by Day -Light, but to no 
other End, than frightening the Crews of two 
Portuguefe Ships on Shore, who took her for the 
Pyrate that had ftruck fuch Terror at Whydah : 
She returned therefore that Night, and having 
been ftrengthened with thirty Voluntiers, Englijh 
and French , the difcarded Crews of the Porcupine , 
and the French Ship they had carried from hence, . 
fhe put to Sea again January the 19th, conjefluring, 
that either Calabar ,. Princes , the River Gabone y 
Cape Lopez, , or Annabona y muft be touched at for 
Water and Refrefhment, tho’ they fhould relolve 
to leave the Coaft, As to the former of thofe 

‘i. - s „ Places 
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Places, I have before obferved, it was hazardous 
to think of, or rather impracticable v Princes had 
been a lower Grape to them, but being the firft 
in the Way, fhe came before the Harbour, the 
29th, where learning no News, without ioofmg 
z Time, fleered for the River Gabone y and anchored 
at the Mouth of it February the i ft* •*.* j , 

This River is navigable by two Channels, and 
has an Ifland about five Leagues up, called Popaguayi 
or ParrotSy where the Dutch Cruifers, for this Coafl, 
generally Clean, and where, fometimes Pyrates 
come in to look for Prey, or to Refit, it being very 
convenient, by Reafon of a foft Mud about it, 
that admits a Ship’s lying on Shore, with all ,her 
Guns and Stores in* without Damage* 1 Hither 
Captain Ogfo lent his Boat and a Lieutenant, who 
fpoke with a Dutch Ship, above the Ifland, from 
whom he had this Account, viz*. That he had been 
four Days from Cape Lopez,> and had left no Ship 
there. However, they beat up for the Cape, with- 
out regard to this Story, and on the 5th, at Dawn- 
ing, was furprized with the Noife of a Gun, which, 
as the Day brightened, they found was from Cape 
Lopez. Bay, where they difcovered three Ships at 
Anchor, the largeft with the King’s Colours and 
Pendant flying, which was foon after concluded to 
be Mr. Roberts and his Corifbrts *, but the Swallow 
being to Windward, and unexpectedly deep in 
the Bay, < was obliged to Steer off, for avoiding a 
Sand, called the French Man's Bank, which the Py- 
rates obferved for fome Time, and rafhly inter- 
preting it to be Fear in her, righted the French Ran~ 
ger, which was then on the Heel, and ordered her 
to chafe out in all haft, bending feveral of their 
Sails in the Purfuit. , The Man of War finding 
they had foolifhly miftaken her Defign, humoured 
the Deceit, and kept off to Sea, as if fhe had been 
really afraid, and managed , her Steerage fb; 

• under 
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under the Direction of Lieutenant Sun , an expert 
enced Officer, as to let *he Ranger come up with 
her, when they thought they had got fo far as not 
to have their Guns heard by her Confort at the 
Cape. The Pyrates had fuch an Opinion of their 
own Courage/ that they could never dream any 
Body would ufe a Stratagem to fpeak with them, 
and fo was the more eafily drawn into the Snare. 

The Pyrates now drew nigh enough to fire their 
Chafe Guns-; they hoifted the black Flag that was 
worn in Whydah Road, and got their Spritfail Yard 
along-fhips, with Intent to board ; no one having 
ever asked, all this while, what Country Ship they 
fook the Chafe to be; they would have her to be 
a Tortuguefe , (Sugar being then a Commodity among 
them,) and were fwearing every Minute at the 
Wind or Sails to expedite fo fweet a Chafe ; but, 
alafs, all turned four in an Inftant : It was with 
the ntmoft Confternation they few her fudden- 
ly bring to, and hawl up her lower Ports, now with- 
in Piftol-fhot, and ftruek their black Flag upon it 
direftly. After the firft Surprize was over, they 
kept firing at a Distance, hoifted it again, and va~ 
poured with their Gutlafhes on the Poop; tho’ 
wifely endeavouring at the fame Time to get away* 
Being now at their Wits end, boarding was pro- 
pofedby the Heads of them, and fo to make one 
defperate Pufh ; but the Motion not being well fo~ 
conded, and their Main-Top- Maft coming down by 
a Shot, after, two Hours firing, it was declin’d ; 
they grew Sick, s ftruek their Colours, and called 
put for Quarters; having had io Men killed out 
right, and 20 wounded, without the lofs or hurt 
of one of the King’s Men. She had 32 Gnns, 
mann’d with 1 6 French Men, 20 Negroes, and 77 
Englifh • The Colours were thrown over board, 
'that they might not rife in Judgment, npr be difc 
play’d in Tryumph over themf “ ' 

i . While 
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While the Shallow was lending their Boatftd 
fetch the Prifoners, a Blaft and Smoak was feen 
to pour out of the great Cabin* and they thought 
they were blowing up ; but upon enquiry after-* 
wards* found that half a dozen of the moft Delpe- 
fate* when they faw all Hopes fled* had drawn 
themfelves round what Powder they had left in the 
Steerage* and fired a Piftol into it, but it was too 
Imall a Quantity to effect any Thing more, than 
burning them in a frightful Manner- 

Thig Ship was commanded by one Skyrme\ a 
Welch Man, who, tho’ he had loft his Leg in the 
A&ioii, would not fuffer himfelf to be dreffed, or 
Carried off the Deck - 7 but, like Widrington , fought 
upon his Stump- The reft appeared gay and brisk, 
moft of them with white Shirts, Watches, and a 
deal Of Silk Vefts* but the Gold-Duft belonging to 
them, w&s moft of it left in the Little Ranger m 
the Bay, (this Company’s proper Ship,) with the 
Royal Fortune - \ 

I cannot but take Notice of, two among the 
Crowd, of thofe disfigured from the Blaft of Pow- 
der juft before mentioned, viz.* William Main and 
Roger Bali An Officer of the Ship feeing a Silver 
Call hang at the. Waft of the former, faid to him$ 
t prefume you are Boat [wain of this Ship. Then you pre* 
fume wrong , anfwered he, for 1 am Boatfwa'n of the 
Royal Fortune* Captain Roberts Commander . Then 
Mr* Boatfwain you will he hanged I believe, replies 
the Officer- That is as your Honour pleafes , anfwered 
he again, and was for turning away ; But the Of- 
ficer defired to know of him, how the Powder, 
which had made them in that Condition, came to 
take Fire* By G — - fays he, they are all mad and 

bewitch'd, for 1 have lofi a good Hat by it. . (the Hat and 
he being both blown out of the Cabin Gallery, 
into the Sea.) But what (Ignifes a Hat Friend , fays 
the Officer* — — Not much anfwer’d he, the Men 

* being 
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being bufy in Arising Aim of, bis Shoes and Stoc- 
kings. — — The Officer then enquired of him, whe- 
ther Roberts' s Company were as likely Fellows as 
thefe. — There are 120 of them , (anfwered he) as 
clever Fellows as ever trod. Shoe heather ; Would / were 
with them ! — — No doubt eft, fays the Officer, — . .. 
By G- — it is naked Truth , anfwered he, looking 
down and feeing himfelf, by this Time, quite 
ftriped, V' 1 - : _ 

The Officer then - approached Roger Ball , who ' 
was feated in a private Corner, with a Look as ful- 
lenas Winter, and asked him, how he came blown 
up in that frightful Manner, - — Why, fays he « 
John Morris fired a Piftol into the Powder, and if he 
had not done it, I would, (bearing his Pain without the 
leaft Complaint,; The Officer gave him to under- 
hand he was Surgeon, and if he delired it, he 
would drefs him $ but he fwore it fhould not be 
done, and that if any Thing was applied to him 
he would tear it off.—- Neverthelefs the Surgeon had 
good Nature enough to drefs him, tho’ with much 
trouble: At Night he was in a kind of Delirium, 
and raved on the Bravery of Roberts , faying, he 
fhould fhortly be releafed, as foon as they fhould 
meet him, which procured him a lafhing down upon 
the Forecastle, which he refilling with alibis 
Force, caufed him to be ufed with the more Vio- 
lence, fo that he was tied down with fo mych 
Severity, that his Flefh being fore and tender 
with the blowing yp, he died next Day of a Mor- 
tification. - * . 


They fecured the Prifoners with Pinions, and 
Shackles, but the Ship was fo mych difabled in the 
Engagement, that they had once Thoughts to fet 
her on Fire •, but this would have givey them the 
Trouble of taking the Pyrates wounded Men on 
Board themfelves, and that they were certain the 
R°y 4 Fortune would wait for their Conforms Return 
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they lay by her two Days, repaired her Rigging and 
other Damages,, and fent her into 1 Princes, with the 
French Men, and four of their own Hands* 

On the 9th in the Evening, the Smiloifr gained the? 
Cape again, and la w tHe Royal Fortune ftanding into 
the Bay with the Neptune , Captain Hilly of London : A 
good Prefage of the next Day's Succefs, for they did 
not doubt but the Temptation of Liquor, and Plun- 
der, they might' find in this their new Ptizte, would 
make the Py rates very confuted^ and fb it hap- 
pened* 

On the ioth, in the Morning* the Man of War- 
bore away to round the Cape* Roberts's Crew dis- 
cerning their Mafts over the Land, went down 
into the Cabin, to acquaint hint of it, he being 
then at Breakfaft with his new Gueft, Captain 
Hilly on a favory Difh of Soloiuongundy, and feme 
of his own Beer. He took no Notice of it, and 
his Men almoft as little, fome faying fhe wa£ a 
tuguefe Ship, others a French Slave Ship, but the. 
major Part fwore it was the French Ranger return- 
ing, and were merrily debating for lome Time* 
on the Manner of Reception, whether they fhouldr 
fa lute, or not • but as the Swallow approached 
ntgher. Things appeared plainer, and though they 
were ftigmatiz’d with the Name of Cowards, who 
fhewed any Apprehenfion of Danger* yet fome of 
them, ;iiow undeceived, declared it to Robert s y e- 
fpecially oneArmftrongy who had defected from that 
Ship, and knew her well : Thole Roberts fwore at as 
Cowards, who meant to difhearten the Men, asking 
them if it were fo, whether .they were afraid toy 
it, or no ? And hardly refrained from Blows. 
Shat his own Apprehenfions were* till fhe haw- 
led up her Ports, and hoifted their proper Colours* 
is uncertain •, but then being perfectly convinced* 
he flipped his Cable, got under Sail* and ordered 
his Men to Arms, without any fhew Of Timidity* 

it 
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propping a firft Rate-Oath, that it was a Bite , but, at 
the fame Time, refolved, like a gallant Rogue, to 
get . clear, or die. V V ’ « r ’i ; * ^ ' • % 

There was one Armfirong, as I juft mentioned, a 
Deferter from the Swallow, whom they enquired of 
concerning the Trim and Sailing of* that Ship *, lie 
told them fhe fail’d beft upon\a Wind, and there- 
fore, if they defig ned to leave her, they Ihould go 
before it. ... ' - ; • *' r%: 

The Danger was imminent, and Time very fhort* 

to confult of Means to extricate himfelf* his Refo4 

/ „■ >» 

lution in this Straight, was as follows: To pafs; 
clofetothe Swallow , with all their Sails, and re- 
ceive her Broadfide, ' before they returned a Shot * 
if difabled by this, or that they could not depend 
on failing, then, to run on Shore at the Point, 
(which is fteep to) and every one to fhift for him- 
felf among the Negroes } or failing in thefe, to 
board, ■* and blow up together, for hefaw that the . 
greateft Part of his Men were drunfey palfively Cou- 
ragious, unfit for Service. . - , ' 

Roberts himfelf made a gallant Figure, at the 
Time of the Engagement, joeing dreifed in a ricb 
crimfon Damask Waftcoat and Breeches, a red Fea-* 
ther in his Hat, a Gold Chain round his Neck, with 
a Diamond Crofs hanging to it, a Sword in his Hand, 
and two Pair of Piftols hanging at the End of a Silk 
Sling, flung over his Shoulders (according to the Fa- 
fliion of the Py rates \ ) and is faid to have given his 
Orders with Boldnefs, and Spirit ; Coming, accord- 
ing to what he had purpofed, clojfe to the Man of 
War, received her Fire, and then hoifted his Black 
Flag, and returned it, fhooting away from her, 
with all the Sail he could pack j and had he took 
Armftrong > s Advice, to have gone before the Wind, 
he had probably efcaped *, but keeping his Tacks 
down, either by the Winds fliifting, or ill Steerage, 
or both, he was taken a-back with his Sails, and* the 
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Swallow came a fecond Time very nigh to him : He 
had now perhaps finiflied the Fight very defperate- 
ly, if Deaths who took a fwift PaiTage in a Grape- 
Shot, had not interpofed, and ftruck him dire&ly 
on the Throat. He fettled himfelf on the Tackles 
of a Gun, which ope Stephenfon, from the Helm, ob- 
ferving, ran to his Affiftance,! and not perceiving 
him wounded, fwore at him, and bid him Hand up, 
and fight like a Man \ but when he found his Mi- 
fiake, and that his Captain was certainly dead, he 
gullied into Tears, andwifhed the next Shot might 
be his Lot. They prefently threw him over-board^ 
with his Arms and Ornaments on,' according to the 
repea ed Requeft he made in his Life-time. - V I 

Roberts was a tall black Man, near forty Years of 
Age, born at Newey-bagh , nigh Haverford-Weft , in 
?embro'kfhire J of good natural Parts, and per fonal 
Bravery, tho’ he applied them to fuch wicked Pur- 
poles, as made them ot no Commendation, frequent- 
ly drinking D — to him who ever lived to wear a 
Halter . He was forc’d himfelf at ’firft among this 
Company out of the Prince, Captain PUcmb at Ana - 
maboe, about three Years before, where he ferved as 
fecund Mate, and fixed, as he us’d to tell the frejh 
Men, as many Crocodile Tears then as they did 
now,' but Time and good Company had wore it off. 
He could not plead Want of Employment, nor 
Incapacity of getting his Bread in an honeft way, 
to favour fo vile ;a Change, nor was he fo much a 
Coward as to pretend it ^ but frankly own’d, it was 
to get rid of the difagreeable Superiority of fome 
Mailers he .was acquainted with, and the Love of 
Novelty and Change, Maritime' Peregrinations had 
accu Hom’d him to. In an honefi Service , -fays he, there 
is thin Commons , low Wages , and hard Labour \ in this 9 
Plenty and Satiety , Pleafure and Eafe y Liberty and Pow - 
er % and who would not ; ballance Creditor on this Side , 
when all the Hazard that is run for it 7 at worfly is only a - 
. / ' , four 
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four Look or two at choahng. No , A merry Life and 
a fhort one, jhatl be my Motto. Thus he preach’d 
himfelf into an Approbation of what he at firft ab* 
horr’d} and being daily regal’d with Mufick, Drinks 
ing, and the Gaiety and Diverfions of his Compa- 
nions ^ thefe deprav’d Propenfities were ^quickly 
edg’d and ftrengthen’d, to the extinguifhing of Fear 
and Confcience. Yet among all the vile and'igno* 
minions Afts he had perpetrated, he is faid to have 
had an Averiion towards forcing Men into that Ser- 
vice, and had procured fbme their Difcharge, not* 
withftanding lb many made it their Plea* . * - 
When Roberts was gone, as tho’ he had been the 
Life and Soul of the Gang, their Spirits ilink- 
many deferted their Quarters, and all ftupidly neg-* 
letted any Means for Defence, or Efcape y and theijt 
Main-mail fbon after being ihot by the Board, they had 
no Way left, but to furrender and call for Quar- 
ters. The Swallow kept aloof, while her Boat pail 
fed, and repaired for the Priioners } becaufe they 
underflood they were under an Oath to blow up * 
and iome of the Deiperadoes fhewed a Willingneis 
that Way, Matches being lighted, and Scuffles hap- 
pening between thofe who would, and thoie who 
oppofed it : But I cannot eafily account for this 
Humour,, which can be term’d no more than a 
falfe Courage, fince any of them had Power to de- 
ftroy his own Life, either by Piftol, or Drowning, 
withput involving others in the fame Pate, who 
are in no Temper of Mind for it i Andat befl, it 
had been only dying, for fear of Death. • 

She had 40 Guns, and 157 Men, 45 whereof were 
Negroev, three only were killed in the Aftion, 
without any Lofs to the Shallow* There was found 
upwards of 2000 L in Gold^Duft in her. The Flag 
Could not be goteafily from under the fallen Mail, 
and was therefore f ecoverM by the Swallow ^ it had 
the Figure of a Skeleton in it, and a Man pourtray ’d 

S witH 


274 Otpt. Ba<rt ho. Roberts . 

with a flaming Sword in his Hand, intimating a De- 
fy ance of Death it felf. * V ; * . 

The Swallow returned back into Cape Lopez. Bay, 
and found the little Ranger, whom the Pyrates had 
deferted in haft, for the better Defence of the Ship : 
She had been plunder’d, according to what I could 
learn, of 2000 1 . in Gold-Duft, (the Shares of thofe 
Pyrates who belonged to her •, ) and Captain Hill , 
in the Neptune, not unjuftly fufpefted, for he would 
not wait the Man of War’s returning into the Bay 
again, but fail’d away immediately, making no 
Scruple afterwards to own the Seizure of other 
Goods out of her^ and fiirrender’d, as a Confirma- 
tion of all, 50 Ounces a iBarbadoes, for which, fee 
the Article at the End of this Book. ' ' 

All Verfons who after the 29th of Septem. 1690, &c. 

- To fum up the whole, if it be confidered, firft, 
that the fickly State of the Men of War, when they 
fail’d from, Princes, was the Misfortune that hin- 
dered their being as far as Slerraleon, and confe- 
quently out of the Track the Pyrates then took* 
That thofe Pyrates, direftly contrary to their De- 
Jign, in the fecond Expedition, fhould get above 
Cape Corfo, and that nigh Axlm, a Chace fhould of- 
fer, that inevitably muft difcover them, and be foon 
communicated to the Men of War. That the fati- 
ating their evil and malicious Tempers at Whydah, 
in burning the Porcupine, and running off with the 
French Ship, had ftrengthened the Swallow with 30 
Men. That the Swallow fhould mifs them in that 
Road, where probably fhehadnot, or at leaft fo ef- 
fectually obtained her End. That they fhould be 
fo far infatuated at Cape Lopez., as to divide their 
Strength, which when collected, might have been 
fo formidable. And laftly, that the Conqueft fhould 
be without Bloodfhed : I fay, considering all thele 
Circumftances, ' it fhews that the Hand of Provi- 
dence was concerned in their Deftru&ion. 
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As to their Behaviour after they were taken, it 
was found that they had great Inclinations to rebel, 
if they Could have laid hold of any Opportunity. 
For they were very uneafy under Reftraint, having 
been lately all Commanders themfelves* nor could 
they brook their Diet, or Quarters, without curling 
and fwearing, and upbraiding each other, with the 
Folly that had brought them to it- 

So that to fecure themfelves againft any mad des- 
perate Undertaking of theirs, they ftrongly bar- 
ricado’d the Gun-Room, and made another Prifbii 
before it i an Officer, with Piftols and Cutlafhes, 
doing Duty, Night and Day, and the Prifoners 
within, manacled and Jhackled. 

They would yet in thefe Circumfiances , be 3 m* 
pudently merry, faying, when they viewed their 
Nakednefs, that they had not left them a halfpenny , to 
■ give old Charon, to ferry them over Stix : And at their 
thin Commons, they would obferve, that they fell 
away lb faft, that they fhould not have Weight 
left to hang them., Sutton ufed to be very pro- 
phane * he happening to be in the fame Irons with 
another Prifoner, who was more ferious than ordi- 
nary, and read and pray’d often, as became his 
Condition \ this Man Sutton ufed to fwear at, and 
ask him, what he propofed by fo much Noife mid De~ 
vo t ion ? Heaven , fays the other, / hope. Heaven , you 
Fool y .fays Sutton , did you ever hear of any Vyrates going 
thither ? Give me H — -//, it* s a merrier Vlace : Ftt give 
Roberts a Salute of 13 Guns at Entrance. And when 
he found fuch ludicrous Expreffions had no Effeffc 
on him, he made a formal Complaint, and requefted 
that the Officer would either remove this Man, or 
take his Prayer-Book away, as a common Difturber. 

A Combination and Conipiracy was formed, be- 
twixt Moody y Ajhplant , Magnes y Mare , and others, 
,|to rile, and kill the Officers, and run away with 
the Ship. :, This they. had. carried on by Means? of 
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a Mulatto Boy, who was allow’d to attend them, 
and proved very trufty in his Meffages, between 
the Principals - but theaEvehing of that Night 
they were to have made this Struggle, two of the 
Prifoners that fat next to Affiant, heard the Boy 
whifper them upon the Project, and naming to him 
the Hour they fhould be ready, prefently gave 
Notice of it to the Captain, which put the Ship 
in an Alarm, for a little Time ^ and, on Examina- 
tion, fever at of them had made ihift to break off, 
or lofe, their Shackles, (no doubt for fuch Purpofe ;) 
but it tended only to procure to themfelves vvorfe 
Ufege and Confinement. , j 

In the fame P adage ' to Cape Corfo, the Prize, 
Royal Fortune, was in the ' fame Danger. She was 
left at the Iiland of St. Thomas's, in the Poffeifion 
of an Officer, and a few 'Men, to take in fome 
freffi Provisions, (which were fcarce at Cap e.Corfo) 
with Orders to follow the Ship. There were only 
fome of the Py rates Negroes, three or four wound- 
ed Prifoners, and Scudamore, their Surgeon * from 
whom they feemed to be under no Apprehenfion, 
"efpecialiy from the laft, who might have hoped for 
Favour, on Account of his Employ *, and had flood 
fb much indebted for his Liberty, eating and drink- 
ing conftantly with the Officer • yet this Fellow, 
regardlefs of the Favour, and loft to alLSenfe of 
Reformation, endeavoured to bring over the Ne- 
groes to his Defign of murdering the People, *and 
running away with the Ship. ‘ He eafily prevailed 
with the Negroes to come into the Defign^ but 
when he came to communicate it to his Fellow Pri< 
foners, and would have drawn them into the feme 
Meafures, by telling them, he underftood Naviga- 
tion, that the Negroes were flout Fellows, and by 
a Smattering he had in the Angolan Language, lie 
had found willing to undertake liich an Enterprize ; 
and that it was better venturing to, do this, run 
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down the Coaft, dnd raife a new Company, than 
to proceed to Cape Cor fo, mid be hanged like a: Dog, 
and Sun dry’d. One of them abhorring the Cruel- 
ty, or fearing the Succefs; difcovered it to the Of- 
ficer, who made hirxi imihediately a Prifbner, and 
brought the Ship fafe. . 4 1 * ^ 

Vivien they came to be lodg’d in Cap eCorfo-Caftle, 
their Hopes of this kind all cut off, and that they 
were allured they muft there foon receive a final 
Sentence ; r the Note was changed, among moft of 
them, and from vain info lent jetting, they became 
ferious and devout, * begging for good Books, and 
joyning in publick Prayers, and finging of Pfalms, 
twice at leaft every Day. • 

As to their Tryals,-. if we fliould give them at 
lengthy it may appear tedious to the Reader,* for 
which Rea Ion, I have,' for the avoiding Tautology 
and Repetition,* put as many of them together as 
wereitry’d for the fame Fa ft, referving the Cir- 
cumflances which are moft material, x with! Obfer- 
vations on the dying Behaviour of fiich of them, as 
came to my Knowledge. *• : v v.3 

• And firft, it itiay.be' obferved from the Lift, that 
a great Part of thefe Pyrate Ships Crews, were Men 
entered on the Coaft Of Africa, not many Months 
before they were taken \ from whence, it may be 
concluded; that the pretended Conftraint of Roberts , 
on them, was very often a Gomplotment .between 
Parties equally willing': Arid this Roberts feyeral 
Times openly declared, particularly to the Onjlbw 7 s 
People, whom he called aft, and ask’d of them,^ who 
wdi willing to go , for: he would force no Body ? As was 
depofed, by fome of his Left Hands,' after Acquit- 
tal • nor is it reafbnable to think, he fliould rejeft 
MJh Vol untie rs, only from a' Pique againft Kennedy ,, 
^ind force others, that might hazard, and, in Time, 
deftroy his Government : But their Behaviour foon 
put him out of this Fear, and convinc’d him, that 
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the Plea of Force was only the beft Artifice they 
had to fhelter themlelves under, in Cafe they 
dhould be taken; and that they were lefs Rogues 
than others, only in Point of Time. * \ .1 Vf* ' 1 

It may likewile be taken Notice of, that the 
Country, wherein they happened to be ‘tried, is 
among other Happineffes, exempted from Law- 
yers, and Law-Books, fo that the Office ofoRegh- 
fter, of neceffity fell on one, r not vei led in*' thole 
Affairs, which might juftify the Court in want of 
Form, more effentially fupply’d with Integrity 
and Impartiality. - . r : ' 

But, perhaps, if there was lefs Law, there might 
be more Juftice, than in lome other Courts ; for, 
if the civil Law be a Law of univerlal 'Reafon, 
judging of the Re&itude,- ; or Obliquity :: of Mens 
Actions, every Man of common Senfe is endued 
with a Portion of it, at leaft fufficient to make him 
diftinguifh Right from Wrong, or what the Civilir 
ans call. Malum In fe. 

Therefore, here, if two Perlbns were equally 
Guilty of the fame Fafit, there was no convi£ting 
one, and bringing the other off, by any Quirk, or 
turn of Law • for they form’d their Judgments 
upon the Conftraiot, or Willingnefs, the Aim,. and 
Intention of the Parties, and all other Circumftan- 
ces, which make a material Difference. Belides, 
in Grimes of this Nature, Men bred up to the Sea, 
muft be more knowing, and much abler, than 
others more learned in the Law ; for, before a Man 
can have a right Idea of a Thing, he muft know 
the Terns Handing for that Thing: The Sea- 
Terms being a Language by it felf, which no Law- 
yer can be Tuppofed to underftand , he muft of 
Confequence ^want that dilcriminating Faculty, 
which Ihould direft him to judge right qf the Fafts 
fneant by thole Ter^ns. J v \ > Jj 
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The 'Court well knew, it was not poffible to get 
the Evidence of every Sufferer by this Crew, and 
therefore, firft of al1,,confidered how that Deficien- 
cy Jhould be fupplied \ whether, or no, they could 
pardon one Jo. Dennis , who had early offered him- 
felf^ as King’s Evidence, and was the beft read in 
their Lives and Conventions : Here indeed, they 
were at a Lofs for Law, and concluded in the Ne- 
gative, becaufe it look’d like compounding with a 
Man to fwear falfly* lofing by it, thofe great Helps 
he could have afforded. 

Another great Difficulty in their Proceedings, 
was, how to under ft and thofe Words in the Aft of 
Parliament, of, particularly fpecifying in the Charge , the 
Circumftances of Time , Place, &c. i. e. fb to underftand 
them, as to be able to hold a Court } for if they 
had been indifted on particular Robberies, the Evi- 
dence had happened moftly from the Royal African 
Company’s Ships, on which thefe Gentlemen of 
Cape-Corf o-Cafile, were not qualify’d to fit, their Oath 
running, That they have no Inter eft direlily , or indi - 
yeftly , in the Ship, or Goods, for the Robbery of which, 
the Party fiands accufed : And this they thought they 
had, Commiflions being paid them, on fuch Goods : 
And on the other Side, if they were incapacitated, 
no Court could be formed, the Commiflion abfolute- 
Jy requiring three of them by Name. 

To reconcile all Things, therefore, the Court 
refolded, to bottom the whole of their Proceedings 
on the Swallow's Depofitions, which were clear and 
plain, and had the Circumftance of Time when. 
Place where, Manner how, and the like, particu- 
larly fpecified according to the Statute in that Cale 
made, and provided. But this admitted only a ge- 
neral Intimation of Robbery in the Indiftmeijt, 
therefore to approve their Clemency , it looking Arbi- 
trary on the Lives of Men, to lump them to the 
Gallows, in fuch a fummary Way as muft have 
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been done, had they fblely adhered to the Swallow's 
Charge,/ they refolved to come to particular Tryals, 
Secondly, That the Tr if oners might not be ignorant 
whereon to anfwer y and £b have all fair Advantages, 
to excufe and defend themfelves * 7 the Court farr 
ther agreed with juftice and Equanimity, to hear 
any Evidence that could be brought, to weaken or 
corroborate the three Circumftances that compleat 
a Pyrate^ firft, being a Voluntier amongft them at ' 
the Beginning yfecoadly, being a Voluntier at the 
taking or robbing of any Ship \ or laftly, volunta r 
rily accepting a Share in the Booty of thofe that 
did } for by a Parity of Reafbn, where thefe Aftions 
were of their own difpofmg, and yet committed’ by 
them, it mu# be believed their Hearts and Hands 
loyned together, in what they afited again# his Ma? 
felly’s Ship the Swallow* . V • , . 

f * * <• , . « . " 
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Taken by his Majefiy's Ship the Swallow, begun 
fit Cape Corfo-Caftle, on the Coaji of Africa, 
March the idtb. 1722, , 

t V - • . ■ •* p 

y * » v y \ 

T HE Commillion impowered any three named 
therein, r to call to their Alfiftance, liich a 
Kumber of qualified Perfons as might make the 
Court always confift of feven : And. accordingly 
Summons were figned to Lieut. Ja Barnflty, Lieut. 
Ch . Fanjhaw, Capt. Samuel Hartfeafe , and Capt. WU-* 
liam Menzaesf vlt* ; ’ * * , n ’ ’ 

^ ■’ - • r * r * 

% T) Y Virtue of a Power and Authority, to us 
f |j given, by a Commillion from the King, un- 
c der the Seal of Admiralty, You are hereby re- 
€ quired to attend, and make one of the Court, for the 
c trying and adjudging of the Py rates, lately taken 
f on thisCoaft, by his Majefiy’s Ship the Swallow. 

Given under our Hands this 28th of March , 

«. * > ‘ * * V A ,♦ ■- \ > **■ 0 

1722, at Cape Corfo-Cafile. 


Mungo Heardman 7 
James Phips , 
Henry Dodfon , 


Francis Boy r 

Edward Hide . 

* 



The Commiflioners being met in the Hall of the 
Cafile, the Commifiion was firft read, after which, 
the Prefident, and then the other Members, took 
the Oath, prefcribed in the Aft of Parliament, and 
having direfted the Form of that for Witneffes, as 
follows, the Goyrt was opened. ” ' ' , $ 

ly a.b ;■ 
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I , A. B.fotetnnty promifi and f wear on the Holy Evan - 
geliPls , to be a? true and faithful Witnefs between the 
King And Pri finer, or Pr if oners, in Relation to the PaVt,or 
Fails, of Pyracy and Robbery, he or they do now ft and ac~ 
cufidof r So help me God. x > . 


^ ‘v 
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The Court confifted. of 


V 

•A.V. V 


tin Mungo Heardman, Prefident. 

James Phips, Efiy, General,. Mr* Edward Hyde, Secre* 
of the Coajl, tary to the Company . 

Mr\ H. Dodfon, ? Mer. Lieut . John Barmley, 

Mr. F. Boye, S Lieut. Ch. Fanfliaw* f . 


** 


following Prifoners, out of the PyrateShip 
Ranger, having been commanded before them, the 
Charge, or Indictment, was exhibited. 


. »... - . \\ ; .3 

Prifoners taken in the Ranger . 


Mens Names. Ships from 

* faines Skyrm Greyhound Sloop 

* Rich. Hardy Py r ate w i th Davis 

* Wm. Main Brigantine Capt. Peet 

* Henry Dennis*) ’ . ■ ;; 

* V'ah Afhplant >Py rates with Capt Davis 

* Rob. Birdfin 3 . ~ ' 7 1 f . 

* Rich. Harris 3 phfenix of Brifiol , Capt. 

* Z>. Littlejohn $ Richards 

* Thomas How at Newfoundland ? ^ 

*f- Hunkins Succefs Sloop 

* Hugh Harris Willing Mind 1 

* W.Mackintofh 

ThqmaS Wills Richard of Biddiford 
John Wilden Mary and Martha 

* Ja. GrBenhant Little To*k, Phillips Mr. 

^ Jaynfin Love of Lancafter 

thru Lang * Thomas Brigantine , 


Time when*' 

8 Off* 1720 
171S 
June 1720 
^rS , 

1719 

1719 


'June 1720 


>JuIy 1720 


Sept.' T7 25 
* 
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* John Mitchel 7 Norman Galley f ' OZt. 1720 
Withflandenot 5 . , - . • 

Ann*-' Ap* IJ 20 


?eter la Fever 

* Win. Shurin 

* Wm. Wats 
Wm. Davis 





f James Barrow Z^tha Snow Capt Lady 

«y» ft ^ ^ ^ 


•Aug.i’jti 




1 


fofhua Lee ' . 

Rob. Hartley (1) 7 Robinfon of LeverfoleC apt. Jug. 1711 

*{’ James Crane * Kanning 

George Smith [on . . _ , f ^ . 

^ (Stanwich Galley Captain ( 

*{■* Rob. Fletcher C Tarlton 

*Ro. Hartley (2) ^ . : 

*f* Andrew Ranee A Ship i r 

* Gnhbert Gofs ~> M Galley of Bri p 0 i? Q ^ 

* S* ?t S j C ntCal/ibar * * 

* //rrff/ Hynae j 

William Church Gertruycht of Holland 
Philip Haak Flujhingham of , 

William Smith ^Elizabeth Czpt. Sharp ' 

Adam Comry 5 * 

William Graves * * - . 

* Peter Solomon Capt. Tr<?- 

f hern off Cape Appollonia 

John Stodgill J ^ ■- 

Henry Dawfon Z,Whydah Sloop at Jaquln 
William Glafs 5 v . 

Jo(iah Robinfon * 

Arnaught 
John Davis . 

f Henry G raves Warlton Czpt.lho. Tarlton y 
The . Howard * 

Rimer 

Thomas Clephen J 
Guineys 


yjrn. 1724 




James Cofins 


Porcupine Capt* Fletcher 


-j 1 


/ 
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Tho. Stretton 

* William Petty 

JHdi€* Lemmon L ^ **» v p ‘ * ’< * ■ jl 

* r«*. Rw f 0 ^ Ca P L at £M- >»• i.7?i 

* Ffohn //<?m *, J • - : f ~ ; 1 
Pierre Pawn vV - ( 7 r^/ 7 ey 

John Dugan Pence Frogier 

Raines Ardetin V ^ ' Z^if'-'Artiauf*'”^'; 5 
JEttrien Gill to t Pence Thnlns ^vV 


* *>»•-*( * 


***« H * <#>...* $ 

' c 
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From the 
, FrenchShvg 

Pen* Marrrnd AlethPoulac ^ \ \\nWhydah) 

‘John G it tin} ! * h ^ uhidr \ '-J} Road Feh* 

foi Richaraeau John Paqueie AC \ 1 721-2. 

7^/7^ Lavogue Allan Pig an 

John Duplaiffey Pierce Shi 


'AX. 

s/ 
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You, Jatnes Skfrm 7 Michael Lemmon , Robert Hart & 

" *y, &C. -Y.-vC . • 

Y £, everyone of you 7 are in the Name , and by the 
Authority , of our dread Sovereign Lord y George, 
King of Great Britain, indiSled as fellows } * „ 

Forafmuch as in open Contempt of ihe Laws of four 
Country , <?// 0/ you been wickedly united , 

c/^ together , f^r f/?<? Annoyance and Diflurbance of his 
Afajefly* s trading Sub jeths by Sea. And have in Confor- 
mity to the most evil and mifehievous Intentions y -been 
twice down the Coafb of Africa, with two Ships m 7 \ once in 



then happened in your Way . 

Pa v ticularly 7 ye ftand charged at the Inflame , and In~ 
formation of Captain Gha loner Ogle, ^ Tray tors and 
PyrateSy for the unlawful Oppofltion ye made to his Ma- 
jeftyV Ship, the Swallow, zWer his Command. 

For that on the yh of February talk palb y upon Sight 
of the aforefaid King’s Ship 9 ye did immediately weigh 
Anchor from under Cape Lopez, on the Southern Co a& of 
Africa*, in ^ French built Ship of 3 2 Guhs 7 called the 

N _ Ranger* 
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Ranger, and did furfaf md chafe, the aferefaid King's. 
Ship , with fueh Difpatch, - and Precipitancy , as declared ye, • 
common^ Robbers and Pyrates.i t ' dv 
v 7W 7W of tk Clock the [am Morning* drawing 
within Gun-jhot of his Majefty's aforefaicl, Ship the S\yal-. 
low, ye hoifted a pyratical black Flag, and fired federal 
chace Guns, to deter, as much as ye wpre ablefhis Majefiy's 

Servants from their'* Ditty* J ,•/ d ;, ; i 

~ “That ah Hour after thp$, being very pigh to. the afore* 
faid King s Ship,. ye did audacioufiy continue in a hofiile 
Qe fence and A jf auk, ^ for about two Hours more, in open 
Fiptapipn of the Laws, and In DefiapCe to the King’s Co* 
lours and Corptwjfip#> i /; ‘ . i V . d ; ■ < 1 if; : * r •; , > 

And laflly, that in the aBing, and comparing of all this, 
ye were all, and every one of you, in a wicked Combination^ 
voluntarily to exert, and actually did , in your feveral Sta * 
tions, ufe your utmost Endeavours to diftrefs the f aid Kin£s 
Shif y 4 nd murdpir his :Jhbtjcfiy 9 s^pti4 Sybftfis* • d ^ 

• * - To which they feverally pleaded,-' Not Guilty 

• .f'T Lti\ T ‘ s > h\ -*rr.d . k t -i. 

Then the Court called for the Officers of the 
Swallow, Mr. Jfaac Sun, Lieutenant, Ralph Baldrick, 
Boatfwain, Daniel Maclauglin s Mate, defiring them 
to view the Prifpners, whether they knew them? 
And to give an Account in what Manner they had 
attack’d and fougfit • the King’s Ship ^ and they 
agreed as follows, nr 7 - . \ o ? l , r :f) 

v That they had viewed all the Prifoners, as they 
Hood now before the Court, and were affured they 
were the fame taken out of one, or: other, of the 
Pyrate Ships, Royal Fortune, or Ranger *, but verily 
believe them tabe takenoutof the Ranger^ ' \i r, ... 

That they did in the King’s Ship, at .break of 
Day, on Monday, the 5th of February, 1721-2, dif- 
cover three 5 Ships at Anchor, under Cape Lopez. t 
on the Southern Coaft . of Africa \ the Cape bearing 
then W. S. W. about three Leagues, and perceiving 

one 
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one of them to have a Pendant flying, and having 

* heard their Morning-Gun before, they immediately 
fofpetted them to be Roberts the Pyrate, his Con- 
fort, and a French Ship, they knew; had been lately 
carried out of Whydah Road. * > 

The King’s Ship * was obliged to hawl off N; 
W. and W. N. W. to avoid a Sand, called^ : the 
French Man s Rank^ the Wind then at S. S. E. and 
found in half an Hour’s time, one of the three had 
got under Sail from the Careen, and was bending 
her Sails, in a Chace towards them. * To encourage 
this Ralhnefs and Precipitancy, they kept away be- 
fore the Wind, fas though afraid, j but with their 
Tacks on Board, their Main-Yard braced, and ma- 
king,' at the fame Time, ;very bad Steerage. * • » 

* About half an Hour after Ten, in the Morning, 
the Pyrate Ship came within Gun-fhot, and fired 
four Chace Guns, hoifted a black Flag at, the Mizen- 
Peek, and got their Sprit-fail Yard under their Bow- 
Iprit, for boarding. In half an Hour more, ap- 
proaching ftill nigher, they Starboarded their Helm, 
and gave her a Broadfide, the Pyrate bringing to, 
and returning the fame. ' 

'After this, the Deponents fay, their Fire grew 
flack for fome Time, : becaufe the Pyrate tvas ftot fo 
far a Head on the Weather-Bow, that few of their 
Guns could Point to her ; yet in this Interval , their 
black Flag was either^ Shot away, -or hawled down 
a little Space, -and hoifted again., u . <? *, . ’» • 

At length, by; their ill* Steerage, and Favour of 
the Wind, they came near, a fecond Time; and 
about Two in the Afternoon fhot away their Main- 
tppmaft. •; -A ■ 

* 1 ^The Colours they fought under, befides a black 
.Flag, were a red EngUJh Enfign, a King’s Jack, and 
a Dutch Pendant, which they ftruck at, or about. 
Three in the Afternoon, and called for Quarters ; 
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it proving to be a French-built Ship of 32 Guns, cal- 
led the Ranger. - , ' 'i- 1 C ' ,J 

■ •* ... ci IfaacSuny' <'o l 

. r Ralph Baldrkfyj > 
Daniel Maclaudiri* 

*• 

i *— / i, ^ ^ 

.) - • -*■ ,, • • - ' - 
( > > » 

When the Evidence had been heard, the Prilb- 
ners were called upon to anfwer, how they came 
on Board this Pyrate Ship ; and their Reafon for 
lb audacious a Refiftance, as had been made againft 
the King’s Ship* 

To this, each, in his Reply, owned himfelf to 
be one of thole taken out of the Ranger $ that ;h$ 
had ligned their pyratical Articles, and ihared in 
their Plunder, lome few only accepted, who had 
been there too Ihort a Time. But that neither in 
this figning, or iharing, nor in the Refiftance 
had been made againft his Majefty’s Ship, had they 
been Voluntiers, but had afted in thefe feveral 
Parts, from a Terror of Death \ -which a Law 
amongft them, was to be the Portion of thole who 
refilled. The Court then ask’d, who made thole 
Laws ? How thofe Guns came to be fired ? Or why 
they had not deferted their Stations, and mutinied, 
when lo fair a Profpeft of Redemption, offered? 
They replied ftill, with the fame Anfwers, and 
could extenuate their Crimes, with no other Plea, < 
than being forced Men. Wherefore the Court 
were of -Opinion, that the Indi&ment, as it char- 
ged them with an unlawful Attack and Refiftance 
of the King’s Ship, was fufficiently proved } but 
then it being undeniably evident, that many of 
thefe Prilbners had been forced, and feme of them 
of very Ihort Handing, they did, on mature Deli* 
beration, come to this merciful Refolution ; \ . 

That they would hear further Evidence for, or 
againft, each Perfon fingly, in Relation to thofe 
Parts of the Indiftment, which declared them Vo* 
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luntiers, or charged them with aiding t and affifting,' 
at the burning, finking, or robbing of other Ships 5 
for if they aided, or aflifted, in any Robberies or 
Deviations, it t would be a Convi&ion they were 
Voitmtiers ; here fuch Evidence, though it might 
want the- Form, ftill carried the Realbn of the 
it. 


£ +■ "\ ‘ «■! J- V * 
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The Charge was exhibited alfo againft the following 
Pyrates taken out of the Royal Fortune. 


rJi 

i ' r ^ 

•» * v 


‘ V '• f* * ‘ 


I? 1 ? 


* i 

V 

-v* 

.v:‘a 


f Mare in the Rover 5 Years ago 

J; Chr if. Moody under Davis ; 1718. ■",£/ 

*:Mar. Johisfon a Dutch Ship V 18. 

f James Philips the Revenge Pyrate Sloop 17, 
f David Symfm |py rates with Dav i S f - 9 

j( wTlIatrOfJr 

* Jacobfon ^a Dutc 

*W,WWmsiJ " 

Fernon LSadbury Captain Thomas^ . . 

* W. Wiliams 2v Newfoundland V I f 

^ Roger Scot ^ . . .. • * 

% 0 ™ en \xor\ of Brifiol 

* Hftw. Taylor J 

*Jofeph No fixer Expedition of Topjham 

* Parker Willing Mind of 

^ Cron? Sloop 

^ George Smith Mary and Martha 

* Ja. Clements Succefs Sloop 

* gfofo HRi/^ of Lymington t 

* % Mansfield from Martinm 
A- James Harris Richard Pink 

* John Philips a fifliing Boat 

Harry Glasby \samuel Capt. G?ry. 
jF/z^ib MenzJes r* 

* Wm* Magnus 

* JoJeph Moor May Flower 


20. 


i c 


July 1710, 


\ F") ' 
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\ V ,< 


ulyi 720- 


Eeb* 

* 
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'f* John du Frock y 7 

Win. Cham p me s f. Loyd Gaily Capt. HyngA>May 1721* 
George Danfon r jlon - * 

JJaac Ruffel j 

Robert Lilbourn'\ 7 

* Robert Johnjon /jeremiah and Ann, Capt. (Ap. 1721." 

Wrh. Darling r Turner . ' 3 

] Wm. Mead j - 

Thomas Diggles Chrijiopher Snow 

* Ben. Jeffreys Norman Galley 

John Fran cl a a Sloop at St. Nicholas 

* -Z). Harding a Dutch Ship 

* John Coleman Adventure Sloop 

* Charles Bunce a Dutch Galley 

* R- Armfirong - akYta run from the Swallow]} 

* Abra . Harper~\ 

* Peter Lejley 

* John Jeffu^ 1 
Thomas Watkins 

* PJW# 2 ?/// [Onflow Capt. £# at Soft os] May 1 721 < 

* 5 ^* Stephenfon 

* James Cromby 
Thomas Garrat 
^ George Ogle 


Ap. 17IU 


Roger Gorfuch J J^ r ^ Sn0W 


* 

r 

*. • y , 

Mercy Gaily at Callabor Oft* 1721* 


John Watfon 
William Child 

* John Griffin Q 

* Pet . Scudamore 
Chrifi • Granger 

Nicho. Brattle 

i , « - » ^ 

James White - , 

Tho. Davis ^Cornwall Galley at Cal-^ditto 

Tho . Sever X [ f lobar v * ' * t 

* Rob. Bevins f I 1 
*T. Oughterlaney I 

^ ^ J 


Au. 172C 


* David Rke 


i 
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~\ 


** . __ *** 

Joceline Capt. Loans 

\Dilig ence Boat 

't [ 

\ \ 

v 

'King Solomon 

B *» * <■ 

Roblnfon Capt. Kanning 
^Elizabeth Capt. 5W/> 


* Rob. Haws 
Hugh Riddle 
Stephen Thomas 

* 3^# 

* Fletcher 

* Wm . Philips 
Jacob Johnfon 

* Zjtfg- 

Benjamin Par 
William May 
Ed . Thornden 

Fjeorge Wilfon ')<j* ar i ton 0 f Eeverpool at 

* Robert Hays > C^eUHou 

Thomas Roberts 
John Richards 
John Cane 
Richard Wood 
Richard Scot 
Wm. Davifon 
Sam. Morwell 
Edward Evans 

* JeJfup 2 


OEb . 1721.' 
Ja . 1721. 




dittOf 


ditto. 


'Charlton Capt. Allwight Feb . 172 it 


Porcupine Capt. Fletcher > 

Why dab Road r FeF. 1721,' 

* * X 

V 

furrender’d up at Princes 

* * m ' .) ■ . • 


You, Harry Glasby , William Davifon , William Champ * 

Samuel Morwell, &c. 

Y E, and every one of you, are, in the Name , 

Authority of cur mo ft dread Sovereign Lord 
George, King of Great Britain, inditled as follows. 

Forafmuch as in open Contempt and Violation of the 
Laws of your Country , which ye ought to have been fub - 

/w? <*// of you been wickedly united and articled 
together , /ar Annoyance and Deftrutlion of his Ma- 

je fly’s trading Subjects by Sea } and in Conformity to fo wick- 
ed an Agreement and Affociation , ^ tyke lately 

down this Coaft of Africa, cwf Auguft, a fecond 

Time in January la ft, Spoiling and deftroying many Co<?d$ 

and 
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and Fejfeh of his Majefifs Subjetts, and other trading 

Nations, > - , • ■ . , . 

Particularly ye ft and tnditted at the Information and 
Inftance of Captain Chalonet Ogle, as fraytors, fob* 
bersy PyrateSy and common 'Enemies to Mankind* 

For that on the 10 th of February lafi, in a Ship ye 
were pojfcffd of called. the Royal Fortune, of 4 9 Guns, 
ye did maintain a hoftile Defence and fief fiance for fome 
Hours, again ft his Majefty^s Ship the Swallow/, nigh Cafe 
JLopez Bay y on the Southern Coafi of Africa, . 

That this Fight dnd infolent Refinance againfi the 
King’s Ship, was made, not only without any Pretence of 
Authority y more than that of your own private depraved 
Wills y but was done alfo under a black Flag, flagrantly 
by thaty denoting your f elves common Robber f and Traitors, 
Oppofers and Violators of the Laws* 

And lafily, that in this Reflftance, ye were ail of you 
FoluntierSy and did , as fuch y contribute your utmofi Ef- 
forts y for difabling and difirejfing the aforefaid King’s 
Ship, and deterring his Majefiyf Servants therein, front 
their Duty , 

To which they feverally pleaded. Not Guilty. 

' r < V 1 

■ ' ~ § ‘ i * t , l „ 

Whereupon the Officers of his Majefty’s Ship,) 
the Swallow , were called again, and teftiffod as 
follows* • 

That they had feen all the Prifbners now before 
the Court, and knew them to be the lame which 
v/ere taken out of one or other of the Pyrate Ships, 
Royal Fortune or Ranger , and verily believe them to 
be thole taken out of the Royal Fortune, 

That the Prifoners were poilefs’d of a Ship of 
40 Guiis, called the Royal Fortune , and were at an 
Anchor under Cape Lopez, .on the Coafi: qf Africa 
with two others : When his Majefty’s Ship the 
Swallow, (to which the Deponents belong’d, and were 
Officers,; ftoo.d in for the Place, qn Saturday the 
l Pth of February 1 7 ii?%} The large# had a Jack, 
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Enfign and Pendant flying, (being this Royal For - 
tune^) who on Sight of them, had their Boats pat 
flag and repaffing, from the other two, which they 
fuppofed to be with Men : The Wind not favouring 
the afbrefaid King’s Ship, flie was obliged to make 
two Trips to gain nigh enough the Wind, to fetch 
iii with the Pyrates; and being at length little 
more than random Shot from them, they found fhe 
flipped her Cable, and got under Sail. 
v \ At Eleven, thePyrate was .within Piftol-Shot, a 
Breafl of them, with a black Flag, and Pendant 
Iioifted at their Main-topmaft Head. The Depo- 
nents fay, they then ftruck the French Enfign that 
had continued hoifted at their Staff all the Morn- 
ing til! then; and difplay’d the King’s Colours, 
giving her, at the fame Time, their Broadfide, 
which was immediately returned. 

The Py rate’s Mizen-topmaft fell, and fbme of 
her Rigging was torn, yet flie ftill out failed the 
Man of War, and flid half*. Gun-Shot from them, 
while they continued to fire without Intermiffion, 
and the other to return fuch Guns as could be> 
brought to bear, til) by favour of the Winds, they 
were advanced very nigh again ; and after ex- 
changing a few more Shot, about half an Hour paft 
one, his Main-Mafl: came down, having received a 
Shot a little below the Parrel. 

> AtTwolhe ftruck her Colours, and called for 
Quarters, proving to be a Ship, formerly call’d the 
Onflow, but by them, the Royal Fortune ; and the 
f nfoners from her, aflfured them, that the fmalleft 
Ship of the two, then remaining in the Road/ 
bekrngM to them, by the Name of the Little Ran - 
ger, which they had defer ted on this Occafion. 

; - r y Ijaac Sun, 

Ralph Baldrich , 
Daniel Maclauvhlin. 
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The Pnfoners were asked by" the Court, to the 
fame Purpofe the others had been in the Morn- 
ing j what Exception they had to make againft 
what had been fworn ? And what they had to fay 
in their Defence ? And their Reply were much 
the fame with the other Prifbners * that they 
were forc’d Men, had not fired a Gun in this Re- 
iiftance againft the Swallow , and that what little * 
Affiftance they did give on this Occafion, was to 
the Sails and Rigging, to comply with the arbi- 
trary Commands of Roberts , who had threaten’d, 
and they were perfwaded would, have Shot them 
on Refufal. . ' x 

The Court, to difpenfe equal Juftice, mercifully 
refblved for thefe, as they had done for the other 
Pyrate Crew*, that further Evidence .fhould be 
heard againft each Man fmgly, to the two Points, of 
being a Voluntier at firft, and to their particular , 
Afls of Pyracy and Robbery fmce : That fo Men, 
who had been lately received amongft them, and 
as yet, had not been at the taking, or plundering, 
of any Ship, might have the Opportunity, and Be- 
nefit, of clearing their Innocence, and not fall pro- 
mifcuoufly with the Guilty. ■> > v * 

By Order of the Court y •' * 

John Atkins, Regifier. 

- - s - " ' » •• 

' * - . ; r O , ' 

Wm. Magnesy Tho . Ought erlauney , Wm. Main , Wm. 
MackintoJJj y Kal. AJhplanty John Walden , If rad Hind , 
Marcmjohnfony Wm. Betty , Wm. Fernony Abraham Har- 
per y Wm. Woody Tho. HoWy John Stephenfony Ch. Bunce y 
and John Griffin. 

Againft thefe it was depofed by Captain Jofeph , 
Tr ah er #, ;and George Fenny his Mate, that they were 
all of them, either at the attacking and taking of 
the Ship King Solomon , or afterwards at the robbing 
aiid plundering of her, and in this Manner.} 
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That on the 5 th of January laft their Ship riding 
at Anchor near Cape Afpollonia in Africa , dilcovered 
a Boat rowing towards them, againft Wind and 
Stream, from a Ship that lay about three Miles 
to Leeward. They judged from the dumber of 
Men in her* as Hie nearer advanced, to be a Pyrate, 
and made fome Preparation for receiving 7 her, be- 
lieving, on a nigher View, they would think fit to 
withdraw from an Attack that muft be on their Side 
with great Difadvantage in an open Boat, and a- 
gainft double the Number of Men yet by the 
Ralhnfifs, and the Puftllanimity of his own People 
( who laid down their Arms, and immediately cal* 
led for Quarter) the Ship was taken, and after- 
wards robbed by therm 

Frefident . Can you charge your Memory with any 
Particulars in the Seizure and Robbery ? 

Evidence* We know that Magnesy Quarter*Mafter 
of the Pyrate Ship, commanded the Men in this 
Boat that took us, and affmned the Authority of or- 
dering her Provifion.s and Stores out, which being 
of different Kinds, we foon found, were feized and 
lent away under more particular Dire&ions ^ for 
Main, as Boatfwain of the Pyrate Ship, carried 
away two Cables, and leveral Coils of Rope, as what 
Belonged to his Province, beating feme of our own 
Men for not being brisk enough at working in the 
Robbery. Petty, as Sail-maker, faw to the Sails and 
Canvas ^ Harper y as Cooper to the Cask andTools^GWfl 
to the Carpenter’s Stores, and Onghterlauney , as Pi- 
lot, having Ihifted himfelf with" a Suit of my 
Clothes, anewtye Wig, and called for a Bottle of 
Wine, ordered the ’ Ship, very arrogantly, to be 
fleered tinder Commadore Robert's Stern, ( I fuppofo 
to know what Orders there were concerning her.) 
So for particularly;’ In the general, Sir, they were 
ygr y putragiogs and emulous in Mifchief 
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Trepdent. Mr. Caftel, acquaint the Court of what 
you know in Relation to this Robbery of the King 
Solonion 7 after what Manner the Pyrate-Boat was 
I difpatch’d for this Attempt. 

Tho. CafteU I was a Prifoner, Sir, with the Pyrates 
when their Boat was ordered upon that Service, 
and found, upon a Refblution of going, Word was 
paffed through the Company, Who would go ? And 
I law all that did, did it voluntarily 7 no Compul- 
fion, but rather preffing who Ihould be foremoft. 

The Prifbners yielded to what had been fworn 
about the Attack and Robbery, but denied the lat- 
ter Evidence, faying, Roberts he&or’d, and upbrai- 
ded them of Cowardice on this very Occafion ; and 
told fbme, they were very ready to ftep on Board 
of a Prize when within Command of the Ship, but 
now there feem’d to be a Tryal of their Valour, 
backward and fearful. 

Trepdent. So that Roberts forc’d ye upon this 
Attack. v ' f 1 ' 

Frifoners. Roberts commanded us into the Boat, and 
the Quarter-Mailer to rob the Ship 7 neither of 
whole Commands we dared to have refufed. 

Trepdent. And granting it lo, thofe are Hill your 
own Afts, fxnce done by Orders from . Officers of 
your own Eleftion. Why would Men, honeftly 
dilpofed, give their Votes for fuch a Captain and 
fuch a Quarter- Matter as were every Day comman- 
ding them on diftaftful Services ? 

Here lucceeded a Silence among the Prifoners, but 
at length Vernon very honeftly own’d, that he did 
not give his Vote to Magnes y but to David Sympfon 
(the old Quarter-Mafter,) for in Truths * fays r he, 1 
took Magnes for too honefl a Man y and unfit for the Bu~ 
finefs. . . ’ 

The Evidence was plain and hoitie, and the 
Court, without any Hesitation, brought them in 
Guilty, 

T 4 


WILL- 
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W ILLIAM Church, Phil • Haak, James White, Nich. 

Brattle , Hugh Riddle , William Thomas, Tho. Ro* 
herts , Jo, Richards, Jo * Cane, R. Wood, R. Scot, Wm. 
Davifon, Sam, Morwell , Edward Evans , FfW. Gurneys, 
and 1 8 French Men. 

The four firft of thefe Prifoners, it was evident 
to the Court, ferved as Mufick on Board the Py- 
rate, were forced lately from the feveral Merchant 
Ships they belonged to*, and that they had, du- 
ring this Confinement, an uneafy Life of it, ha- 
ying fbmetimes their Fiddles, and often their Heads 
broke, only for excufmg themfelves, or faying 
they were tired, when any Fellow took it in his 
Head to demand a Tune. 

The other EngHJh had been a very few Days on 
Board the Pyrate, only from Whydah to Cape Lopez , 
£md no Capture or Robbery done by them in that 
Time. And the French Men were brought with a 
Defign to reconduft their own Ship ( or the Little 
Ranger in Exchange) to Whydah Road again, and 
were ufed like Prisoners *, neither quarter’d nor 
fuftered to carry Arms. So that the Court imme^ 
diately acquiefced in. Acquitting them. 

T HO. Sutton , David Sympfon , Chriftopher. Moody , 
Phil. Bill , R. Hardy , Hen . Dennis , David Rice, 
Wm. Williams , R. Harris , Geo . Smith , Ed. Watts , Jo. 
Mitchell and James Barrow. 

The Evidence a gain ft thefe Prifoners, were Geret 
de Haen , Mafter of the Flujhingham, , taken nigh 
Axim, the Beginning of January TAk. 

Benj. Kreft Mafter, and James Groet Mate of the 
Gertruycht , taken nigh Gahone in December laft, and 
Mr. Caftel , Wingfield and others, that had been PrL 
foners with the Pyrates. 

The former depofed, that all thefe Prifoners 
(excepting Hardy) were on Board at the Robbery 
and Plunder of their Ships, behaving in a yile out* 

*' ' * v *•* * j . ^ ragious 
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ragious Manner, putting them in bodily Fears, 
fometimes for the Ship, and lometimes for them- 
lelves.} and in. particular, Kreft charged it on Sutton , 
that he had ordered all their Gunner’s Stores out; 
on which that Prifoner prefently interrupted, and 
laid, he was perjured, That he had not taken half. \ A 
Reply, I believe, not deli gned- as any fawey Way 
of jefting, but to give their Behaviour an Appea- 
rance of more Humanity than the Dutch would 
allow. • . v . „ 

From Mr. Caflel , Wingfield and others, they were 
proved to be diftinguiihed Men, Men who were 
conliilted as Chiefs in all Enterprizes *, belonged 
moft of them to the Houfe of Lords, fas they call’d 
it ,) and could carry an Authority over others. 
The former laid, particularly of Hardy , (Quar ter- 
Mafter of the Ranger ,) that when the Diligence 
Sloop was taken, I whereto he belonged,) none was 
bulier in the .Plunder, and , was the very Man 
who fcuttled and funk that Veffel. ' i 

From fome of the Prifoners acquitted, it was 
farther demanded, whether the Acceptance or Re- 
fiifalof any Office was not in their own Option? 
And it was declared, that every Officer was chole 
by a Majority of Votes, and might relufe, if he 
pleafed, lince others gladly embraced what brought 
with it an additional Share of Prize. Guilty 

The Court on the 31ft of March , remanded 
the following fix before them, for Sentence, viz,. 
Dav. Sympfon , Wm. Magnes y R. Hardy , Thomas Sutton y 
Chri/lopher Moody , and Valen. Afhplant . 

To whom the Prelident fpoke to the following 
Pur pole * The Crime ofPyracy , of which all of ye have 
been juflly conviShed y is of all other Robberies the mo(l ag- 
gravating and inhumane , in that being removed from the 
Fears of Surprize , in remote and difiant Parts 0 ye do 
in Wnntonnefs of Power often add Cruelty to Theft. 

Pyrates 


/ 
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Py/ates unmoved at Diftrefs or Poverty , not oniy fpoil 
and rob,, but do it front Men needy, and who are purcha - 
fng their * Livlihoods thro * Hazards arid Difficulties y 
which ought rather to move Compaffion * and what is ft ill 
Worfe y do often, by Perfwafion or Force , engage the incofi - 
pderate Part of them, to their own and Families Ruin, 
removing them from their Wives and Children , and by 
that, frofn the Means that fhould fupport them from 
Mifery and Want . * v ■ 

To a trading Nation, nothing can be fo DeftruCtive aS 
PfracJ, or call for more exemplary Punijhment \ befides, 
the national Reflection it infers : It cuts op the Returns 
of Induftry, and thofe plentiful Importations that alone J 
Can make an If and flouriflnng ; and it Is your Aggra- 
vation , that ye have been the Chiefs and Rulers in thefe 
licentious and lawlefs Practices . 

However y contrary to the Meafures ye haiie dealty ye 
have been heard with Patience y and tho 5 little has, or 
f ojfibly Couldy have been [aid in Excufe or Extenuation of 
your Crimes, yet Charity makes us hope that a true and 
fine ere Repentance (which we heartily recommend ) may en- 
title ye to Mercy and Forgivenefsy after 1 the Sentence df 
the Law hds taken Place, which now remains upon me 
to pronounce. , * . 

Y OV Dav\ Simp fori, Williaih Magnes, R # Hardy j 
Thd. Sutton, Chriftopher Moody, and VaL 
Afhplant. 

Te y and each of yoziy are adjudged, and Jente needy to be 
carried back to the Place from whence ye camey from thence 
to the Place of Execution , Without the Gates of this Caftle 7 
and there within the Flood- Marks, to be hangedby the 
Neck till ye are dead . 

After this, ye, and each of you ft all be taken down , and 

your Bodies hanged in Chains * 

K ' \ ' 

’ * ’-ft 1 3 * 

' , ■ •' ' - ■ . War- 
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Warrant for Execution. 

P URSUANT to , the Sentence given on Saturday, 
by the Court of Admiralty , at Cape-Corfo-Caftle, 
againfi Dav. Simpfon, Wm, Magnes, R. Hardy, 
Tho. Sutton, Chriftopher Moody, and Valentine 
Afhplant. - ' f * 

You are hereby dire Sled to carry the afore fafd Malefa~ 
dors to the Place of Execution , without the Gates of this 
Caftle , to Morrow Morning at Nine of the Clock y and 
there within the Flood-Mark f, caufe them to be hanged 
by the Neck till they are dead y for which , this /hall be 
your Warrant* Given under my Hand , this 2 d Day of 
April 1722. ; 

To Joleph Gordyn, . Mungo Keardman* 

Trovofl-MarfoaL : < 

The Bodies remove in Chains , to the Gibbets already 
ereSled on the adjacent Hillocks* 

r M . H # 

William Phillips* 

I T appeared by the Evidence of Captain Jo* Tra * 
hern y and George Fenn, Mate of the King Solomon , 
that this Prilbner was Boatfwain of the fame Ship, 
when {he was attacked and taken off Cape Appollonia , 
the 6th of January daft, by the Py rate’s Boat. , 
When the Boat drew nigh, (they lay,) it wa$ 
judged*from the Number of Men in her, that they 
were Py rates, and being hailed, anfwered, Defiance ; 
at which the Commander Inatched a Mulquet from 
one of his Men, and fired, asking them at the fame 
Time, whether they wouid ftand by him, to de-* 
fend the Ship? But the Pyrates returning a VoU 
ley, and crying out, they would give no Quarters 
if any Reliftance was made; this Prifonet took , 
upon him to call out for Quarters, without the 
IVlafter’s Conlent, and miflead the reft to the faying 
.down their Arms, and giving up the Ship, to half 
the Number of Men, and in an open Boat. It was 

T* ^ further 
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further evident he became, after this, a Volun- 
tier atnongft them. Firft, becaufe he was prelently 
very forward and brisk, Jn robbing the Ship King 
Solomon , of her Provifions and Stores., Secondly, 
becaufe he endeavoured to have his Captain '-ill 
tiled ; and laftly, becaule he had confeffed to Fenn y 
that -he had been obliged to ligti their Articles 
that Night, (a PiftoL being laid on the Table, to 
fignify he muft do it, or be IhotJ when the whole 
appeared to be an Untruth from other Evidence, 
who alfo after ted his being armed in the Aftion 
againft the Swallow . , v . < 

In anfwer to this, he firft obferved upon the 
Unhappinefs of being friendlefs in this Part of 
the World, which, elfewhere, by witneffing to the 
Honefty of his former Life, won Id, > he believed, 
in a great Meafure, have invalidated the wrong Evi- 
dence had been given of his being a Voluntier with 
the Py fates. He owns indeed, he made no Appli- 
cation to his Captain, to intercede for a Difcharge, 
but excufes it with faying, he had adifliketo him, 
and therefore was fure that liich Application would 
have avail’d him nothing. 

The Court obferved the Pretences of this, and 
other of the Pyrates, of a Piftol and their Articles 
being ferved up in a Difh together, or of their 
being mifufed and forced from an honeft Service, 
was often a Complotment of the Parties, to ren- 
der them lefs fulpefted of thofe they came from, 
and was to anfwer the End of being put in a News- 
Paper or Affidavit: and the Pyrates were lo ge- 
nerous .as not to refule a Compliment to a Brother 
that coft them nothing, and, at the fame Time, 
fecured them the beft Hands *, the beft I call them, 
becaule fuch a Dependance made them a£fc more 
boldly. Guilty. 

Harry 

* « * * / * ’ 

. ** A t 
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'* 1 //krry Gtasby, Matter. ^ ^ ^ 

T Here appearing fever al Perlbns in Court, who 
had been taken by Ship, whereof 

the Prifbner was Matter, their Evidence was accept- 
ed as follows. . .. ’ ' 


Jo. s Trahern , Commander of the /Cmg- Solomon , de- 
pofed, the Prifbner^ indeed, to a£t as Matter of the 
Pyrate Ship (while he vvas under RCftraint there) 
but was obferved like no Matter, every one obey- 

* of which' he had taken Notice, 
him, how hard a Condition 1 " it 
among Brutes * and that he was 
weary of his Life, and fuch other Expreffions, (now 
out of his Memory,) as lhew’d in him a great 
Difinclination to that Courfe of Living. 

Jo. Wingfield, a Prifoner with them at Calabar^ 
fays the fame, as to the Quality he a£ted in, but 
that he was Civil beyond any of them, and verily 
believes, that when the Brigantine he ferved on 
Board of, as a Faftor for the African Company, was 
voted to be burnt, this Man was the Inftrument of 
preventing it, expreffing himfelf with a great deal of 
Sorrow, for this and the like malicious Rogueries 
of the Company he was in that to him fhewed, 
he had afted with Reluftancy, as one who could 
not avoid what he did. He adds further, that when 
one Hamilton, a Surgeon, was taken by them, and 
the Articles about to be impofed on him, he op- 
pofed, and prevented it. And that Hunter , another 
Surgeon, among them, was cleared at the Prifbner’s 
Inftance and Perfwafion * from which laft, this De- 
ponent had it allured to him, that Glasby had once 
been under Sentence of Death, on Board of them, 
with two more, for endeavouring an Efcape in the 
WeTh-IncUts, and that the other two were really fhot 
for it. : 


mg at Dilcretion, 
and complained to 
was, to be a Chief 
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Elizabeth Trengrove , who was taken a Paffenger in 
the African Company’s Ship Onflow, ftrengthen’d the 
Evidence of the laft Witnefs ^ for having heard a- 
good Chara&er of this Glasby , flie enquired of the 
Quarter-Mafter, who was then on Board a robbing* 
whether or no flie could fee him ? And he told her*', 
No ; they never ventured him from the Ship, for he 
had once endeavoured his Efcape, and they had ever 
fence continued jealous of him. 

Edward Cr iff. Captain Trengrove, and Captain Sharpy 
who had all been taken in their Turns, acknowl- 
edge for themfelves and others, who had unluckily 
fallen into thole Pyrates Hands, that the good 
Ufege they had met with, was chiefly thro’ the 
Prifoner’s Means, who often interpofed, for leaving 
lufHcient Stores and Inftruments on Board the Ships 
they had robbed, alledging, they were fuperflqous 
and unneceffary there. , 

James White , whole Bulinefs was Mufick, and was 
on the Poop of the Pyrate Ship in Time of Aftion 
with the Swallow , depofed, that during the Engage- 
ment, and Defence lhe made, he never faw the Pri- 
loner bufied about the Guns, or giving Orders* 
either to the loading or firing of them \ but that he 
wholly attended to the fetting, or trimming, of 
the Sails, as Roberts commanded *, and that in the 
Cbriclufion, he verily believed him to be the Man 
who prevented the Ship’s being blown up, by 
letting trufty Centinels below, and oppofing him- 
felf againft fuch hot-headed Fellows as had procu- 
red lighted Matches, and were going down for that 
Purpofe. ; ^ < ; 

Jfaac Sun , Lieutenant of the Man of War, depofed, 
that when he came to take PolTeflion of the Prize, 
in the King’s Boat, he found the Pyrates in a very 
d-i ft rafted and divided Condition feme being for 
blowing up, and others (who perhaps fuppofed 
themfelves leaft culpable,) oppoflng' it: That in 

\ 

s •} 
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this Confufion he enquired for >. the Prifoner, of 
whom he had before ‘heard a good Character } and 
thinks he rendered all the Service in his Power, 
for preventing it ; in particular, he underftood by 
all Hands, that he had feized, and taken, from one 
* James Philips, a lighted Match,, at the Inftant he 
was going down to the Magazine, (wearing, that 
he ihould fend them all to H— 1 together. He 
Jiad heard alfo, that after Roberts was killed, the 
Prifoner ordered the Colours to be {truck *, and had 
fince ihown, how oppofite his Practice and Principles 
had been, by. difoovering who were the greateft 
Hogues among them. - ' 

The Prifoner, in his own Defence, fays, when 
he had the Misfortune of falling into the Pyrates 
Hands, he was chief Mate of the Samuel , of Lon-r 
don , Captain Cary *, and when he had hid himfolf, 
to prevent the Defign of carrying him away, they 
found him, and beat and threw him over-board. 
5 even Days afterwards, upon his objecting againft, 
and refufing to fign their Articles, he was cut and 
abus’d again : That tho’ after this he ingratiated him- 
{elf, by a more humble Carriage, it was only to mak,e 
Life eafy * 7 the Shares they had given him, having 
been from Time toTiipe returned again to fuchPri- 
foners a? fell in his Way * till of late, indeed, he had 
made a fmall Refervation, and had defired Captain 
Loan* to take two or three Moidoresfrom him, to car- 
ry to his Wife. He was once taken, he fays, at ma- 
king his Eftape, in the Weft -Indies, and, with two 
more, fontenced to be {hot for it, by a drunken 
Jury *, the latter actually fuffiSPed, and he was pre- 
served only by one of the chief Pyrates taking a 
hidden Liking to him, and bullying the others. A 
lecond time he ran away at Hifpaniola , carrying 
Pocket Compafs, for conducting him through 
the Woods; but that being a moft d^folate and 
y/ild Part of the Iiland he fed upon, and he igno- 
rant 


9 
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rant how to dir eft hisCourfe, was obliged, after 
two or three Days wandering, to return towards the 
Ship again, denying with egregious Oaths, the De- 
fign he was charg’d with, for Fear they Ihould Ihoot 
him. From this Time he hopes it will be fome Ex- 
tenuation of his Fault, that moft of the acquitted 
Prifoners can witnefs, they entertained Jealoufies 
of him, and Roberts would not admit him into his 
Secrets } and withal, that Captain Cary , (and four 
Other Paffengers with him) had made Affidavit of 
his having been forced from his Employ, which 
tho 5 he could not produce, yet he humbly hoped 
the Court would think highly probable from the 
Circumftances offered. ' - 

On the whole, the Court was of Opinion Ar- 
tiffs had the beft Pretenlion to the Plea of Force, 
from the Neceffity Pyrates are lometimes under 
of engaging fuch, and that many Parts of his own 
Defence had been confirmed by the Evidence, who 
had afferted he afted with Reluftance, and had 
expreffed a Concern and Trouble for the little 
Hopes remained to him, of extricating himfelf. 
That he had ufed all Prifoners (as they were called) 
well, at the hazard of ill Ufage to himfelf. That 
he had not in any military Capacity affifted their 
Robberies. That he had twice endeavoured his 
Efcape, with the utmoft Danger. Acquitted him. 

v 

f s ™ 

Captain James Styrm. 

I T appeared from the Evidence of feveral Pri- 
foners acquitted*. that this Skyrm commanded 
the Ranger y in that Defence Jhe made againft the 
Ring’s Ship j that he ordered the Men to their 
Quarters, and the Guns to be loaded and fired, 
having a Sword in his Hand, to enforce thofe Com- 
mands ^ and beat fuch to their Duty whom he 
efpied any way negligent or backward. That 
altho’ he had loft a Leg in the Aftion, his Temper 
. " ; ' was 
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xvas fo warm, as to refute going off the Deck, till he 
found all was loft. 

In his Defence, he fays, he was forced from a 
Mate’s Employ on Board a Sloop call’d the Greyhound , 
of St. ChrlflofherSy Oft. 1720. The Pyrate having drub-, . 
bed him, and broke his Head, only for offering 
to go away when that Sloop was difmiffed. Cuftoiu 
v and Succefs had fince indeed blunted, and, in fome ' 
Meafure, worn out the Senfe of Shame ^ but that 
he had really for feveral Months paft been fick, and 
difqualified for any Duty, and though Roberts had 
forced him on this Expedition much againft his 
Will, yet the Evidence muft be fenfible, the Title 
of Captain gave him no Pre-eminence, for he could 
not be obeyed, though he had often called to them, 
to leave off their Fire, when he perceived it to be 
the King’s Ship. ' * . . , * 

The Sicknefs he alledged, but more elpecially the 
Circumftance of lofing his Leg, were Aggravations 
of his Fault, fhewing him more alert on fuch 
Occafions, than he was now willing to bethought: 

As to the Name of Captain, if it were allowed to 
give him no Precedence out of Battle, yet here 
it was proved, a Title of Authority } fuch an Au- 
thority as could dir eft an Engagement againft the ^ 
King’s Colours, and therefore he was in the high- 
eft Degree, Guilty . ' : , 


John Walden \ 

C Aptain John Trahern , and George Penn, depofed, 
the Prifoner to be one of the Number, who, 
in an open Boat, pyratically affailed, and took their 
Ship* and was remarkably bufy' at Mifchief,. -ha- 
ving a Pole-Ax in his Hand, which ferved him 
inftead of a Key, to all the lock’d Doors and 
Boxes he come nigh : Alfo in particular, he cut 
the Cable of our Ship, when the other Py rates 
were willing, and bulled at heaving up the Anchor 

ilj u fay* 
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faying. Captain, what fignifies this Trouble of Ter 
Hfe, and ftraining in hot Weather *, there are 
more Anchors at London > and belides, your Ship is 
to be burnt. ^ -l ' T , T 1 

William Smithy (a Priloner acquitted,) lays WaL 
den was known among the Pyrates moftly, by the 
Nick-Name of Mlfs Nanney (ironically its pre- 
fumed from the Hardnefs of his Temper) that he 
was one of the twenty who voluntarily came on 
Board the Ranger , in the Chace fhe made out af- 
ter the Swallow , and by a Shot from that Ship, loft 
his Leg y his Behaviour in the Fight, till then, be- 
ing bold and daring. 

, The Prejidenty called for Harry Glashy , and bid 
him relate a Character of the Priloner, and what 
Cuftom was among them, in Relation to tliefe vo- 
luntary Expedition^, out of their proper Ship } 
and this of going on Board the Ranger, in par- 
ticular. 

And he gave in for Evidence, that the Priloner 
was looked on as a brisk Hand, (i. e . as he farther 
explained it, a ftanch Pyrate, a great Rogue,) that 
when the Swallow firft appeared inSight, every one 
was willing* to believe her a Portuguese, becaule Su- 
gar was very much in Demand, and had made fome 
Jarring and Diffention between the two Compa- 
nies, (the fortune* s People drinking Punch, when 
the Rangers could not) that Roberts, on Sight of the 
Swallow , hailed the new Ranger , and bid them right 
Ship, and get under Sail y there, is, fays he, Sugar 
in the Offing, bring it in, that" we may have no 
more Mumbling y ordering at the fame Time the 
Word to be pafs’d among the Crew, who would 
go to their Affiftance, and immediately the Boat 
was full of Men,, to tranfport themlelves. 

Prefidcnt* * Then every one that goes on Board of 
any Prize, does it voluntarily ? Or were there here 
any other Reafons for it ? 
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ti* Glasby. Every Man is commonly called by Lift*' 
iandinfifts, in his Turn, to goon Board of a Prize* 
becaufe they then are allowed a Shift of Qloaths* 
(the belt they can find) over and above the Divft 
dend from the Robbery, and this they are fo far 
from being compelled td, that it often becomes 
the Occafion of Contefi and Quarrel amongft them J 
Butin the prefent, or fuch like Cafes, where there 
appears a Prdfpe£t of Trouble* the Lazy and Time*; 
rous are often willing to decline this Torn, and 
yield to their Betters* who thereby eftablifh a grea* 
ter Credit. • v S- , 

The Prifbuer, and the reft of thofe Men who 
tvent from the Fortune on Board th e Ranger^ to aft- 
fift in this Expedition* were Voluntiers* and the" 
truftieft Men among us. * r * T 

Fr&fidcnt. Were there no Jealoufies 6 C the Ranger*. $ 
leaving you in this Chade* or at any other Time, in 
order to fur render ? 

H. Glasby . Moft of the Range-Si Crew were frelh 
Men, Men who had been enter’d only 4 fince their 
being on the Coaft of Guiney and therefore had ndt 
fo liberal "a Share in frefh Pfovifions, or Wine, as 
the Fortune's People, who thought they had born the 
Burthen and Heat of the Day, which had giver! 
Occafion indeed td fome Grumblings and Whift 
pers, &s tho’ they would take an Opportunity td 
leave us* but We never fuppofed (if they did) it 
would be with any Other Defign then jetting up for 
themfelves, they having (rnany of them) behaved 
ivith greater Severity than the old Standers, 

The Frifbner appeared undaunted, and father 
fblifeitous, about refting his Stump, than giving 
any Anfwer to the Court, or making any Defence 
for himfelf, till called upon then be related in d 
carelefs, Or rather hopelefs Manner* the Circum- 
fiances of his firft Entrance, being forced, he laid* 
out of the, BU^ing of Lemmington } at Newfoundland^ 

U % s about 
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a bout 1 2 Months paft •, this, he is fure, moft of the 
old Pyrates knew, and that he was for fome Time 
as fick of the Change as any Man •, but Cuftom and 
ill Company had altered him, owning very frankly, 
that he was at the Attack, and taking of the King 
Solomon , that he did cut her Cable, and that none 
were forced on thole Occafions. 

As to -the laft Expedition in the Ranger , he con- 
felTes he went on Board of her, but that it was by 
Roberts s Order \ and in the Chace loaded one Gun* 
to bring her to, but when he faw it was a Bite, he 
declared to his Comrades, that it was not worth 
while to refill:, forbore firing, and affifted to reeve 
the Braces, in order, if they could, to get away, in 
which fort of Service he was bulled, when a Shot 
from the Man of War took off his Leg: And be- 
ing asked, that fuppofing the Chace had proved a 
fortuguefe ? Why then, fays he, I dont know what 
I might have done, intimating withal, that every 
Body then would have been ready enough at 
plundering. Guilty . 

j . * ^ j 1 • 

Peter Scudamore. 

t jf Arry Glasby, Jo. Wingfield, and Nicholas Brattle , 
j[ depofe thus much, as to his being a Voluntier 
with the Pyrates, from Capt. Rolls, at Calabar. Firft, 
That he quarrelled with Moody, (one of the Heads 
of the Gang) and fought with him, becaufe he 
oppofed his going, asking Rolls, in a leering man- 
ner, whether he would not be fo kind, as to put 
him into the Gazette, when he came Home. And, 
at another Time, when he was going from the 
PyrateShip, in his Boat, a Turnado arofe, l wljh, 
fays he, the Rafcal may be drowned , for he is a great 
Rogue, and has endeavoured to do me all the ill Offices he 
could among thefe Gentlemen, ( i. e. Pyrates. ) , 

And fecondfy, That he had figned the Pyrate’s 
Articles with a great deal of Alacrity, and gloried 

** ’’ / in 
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in having been the firfi Surgeon that had done fo, 
(for before this, it was their Cuftom to . change 
their Surgeons, when they defired. it, after ha- 
ving ferved a Time, and never obliged them to 
fign, but he was refblved to break thro’ this^ ,for t 
/ the good of thofe who were to follow,) fwearing im- 
mediately upon it, he was now, he hoped, as great a 
Rogue as any of them. 

Captain Jo. Trahern , and George Fern, his Mate, 
depoied, the Prifoner to have taken out of the 
King Solomon , their Surgeon’s capital Inftruments, 
lome Medicines, and a Back-Gammon Table : which 
latter became the Means of a Quarrel between one 
IVincon, and he, whole Property they fhould be, and 
were yielded to the Prifoner. 

Jo. Sharp , Matter of the Elizabeth, heard the 
Prifoner ask Roberts leave to force Comry , his Sur- 
geon, from him, which was accordingly done, and 
with him, carried alfo fome of the Ship’s Medi- 
cines : But what gave a fuller Proof of the diflio- 
nefty of his Principles, was, the treacherous De- 
lign he had formed of running away with the 
Prize, in her Palfage to Cap eCorfo, though he had 
been treated with all Humanity, and very unlike 
a Prifoner, on Account of his Employ and better 
Education, which had rend red him lefs to be fuf- 
petted. <i 

Mr. Child , (acquitted) depos’d, that in their Pa£ 
fage from the Ifland of St. Thomas , in the Fortune 
Prize, this Prifoner was feveral Times tempting 
him, into Meafures of rifing with the Negroes, 
and killing the Swallow’ s People, fhewing him* 
how eafily the white Men might be demolifhed, 
and a new Company raifed at Angola , and that 
Part of the Coaft, for , fays he, I underhand how to 
navigate a Ship , and can foon teach you to fleer 
and is it not better to do this , than to go back to 
Cape-Corfo, and be hanged and Sw-dryed ? To 
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■which the Deponent replying, he was not afraid 
of being hanged, Scudamore bid him be ftill,,.and no 
Harm Ihould come to him ^ but before the next 
Day-Evening, which was the deligned Time of 
executing this Projeft, the Deponent difcovered it 
to the Officer,* and allured him, Scudamore had been 
talking all the preceeding Night to the Negroes, in 
Angolan Language. ' •. - . 

ifaac Burnet heard the Prifoner ask James Harris , 
a Pyrate, (left with the wounded in the Prize,) 
whether he was willing to come into the Pro) eft of 
running away with the Ship, and endeavour the 
railing' of a new Company, but turned the Dil- 
cbiirfe to Horfe-Racing, as the Deponent crept 
nigher ^ he acquainted the Officer with what he 
had heard, who kept the People under Arms, all 
Night, their Apprehenlions of the Negroes not be- 
ing grbundlefs *, for many of them having lived a 
long Timlin this pyratical Way, were, by the thin 
Commons they were now reduced to, as ripe for 
Mifchief as any. \* ' b 

The Prifoner in his Defence faid, he was a forced 
Man from Captain Rolls, in OBober la ft, and if he 
had not fhewft fuch a Concern as became him, at 
the Alteration, he mu ft remark?: the Occalion tQ 
be, the Difagreement and Enmity between them ; 
but that both Roberts , and Val. Ajhplant , threat’ned 
him into figning their Articles, and that he did it 
in Terror.' ' : 1 


The King Solomon , and Elizabeth Medicine-Cheft, 
he owns he plundered, by Order of Hunter , the 
then chief Surgeon, who, by the Pyrates Laws, 
always dir efts in this Province, and Mi% Child , 
(tho’ acquitted) had by the fame Orders taken 
but a whole French Medicine-Cheft, which he muft 
be lenfible fqr me, as well as for himfelf, we neL 
ther of us dared to have denied ^ it was their 
being' the proper Judges, made fo ungrateful an 

, : ~ Office 
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'■ Office impofed. If after this he was elefted chief 
Surgeon hirqfelf, both Comry and Wjlfon were let 
up alfo, and it might have been their Chance to 
have carried it, and as much out of their Power 
to have refufed. 

As to the f Attempt of riling and running away 
with the Prize, he denies it altogether as untrue \ 
a few foolifh Words, but only by Way of Suppo- 
lition, that if the Negroes Ihould take it in their 
Heads (confidering the Weaknefs, and ill look-out" 
that was kept;, ) it would have been an eafy 
'■Matter, in his Opinion for them to have done it* 
but that he encouraged fuch a Thing, was falfe, 
his talking to them in the Angolan Language, was 
only a Way of fpending his Time, and trying his 
Skill to tell twenty, he being incapable of fur- - 
ther Talk. As to his underftanding Navigation,' 
he had frequently acknowledg’d it to the Deponent 
Child, and wonders he ihould now fo circumfran- 
tiate this Skill againft him. ■ Guilty 

A, 

X * ’*•* r _ 

Robert Johnfon. 

I T appeared to the Court, that the Prifbner was 
one of the twenty Men, in that Boat of the 
Py rates, which afterwards robb’d the King Solomon , 
at an Anchor near Cape Appollonia : That all Py- 
rates on this, and the like Service, were Volun- 
tiers, and he, in particular, had contefted hiS going 
on Board aTecond Time, tho’ out qf his Turn. 
v The Prifbner in his Defence, called for Harry 
Glasby 0 who witnelled to his being lb very drunk, 
when he firft came among their Crew, that they 
were forced to hoift him out of one Ship into 
the other, with a Tackle, and therefore without 
his Confent *, but had fince been a trufty Man, and. 
was placed to the Helm, in that running Battle 
they made with th e Swallow. 
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He infifted for himfelf like wife, on Captain Tur > 
tier's Affidavit of his being forced, on which others 
(his Ship-mates) had been cleared. J ‘ 

The Court confidering the Partiality that might 
be obje&ed in acquitting one, and condemning 
another of the fame,, handing, thought fit to re- 
mark it as a clear Teftimony of their Integrity, 
that their Care and Indulgence to each Man, hi 
allowing his particular' Defence, was to exempt 
from the Pvigour of the Law, fuch, who it mutt be 
allowed, would have flood too promifcuoufiy con- 
demned, if they had not been heard upon any 
other Fact than that of the Swallow } and herein what 
could better direft them, than a Charafter and 
Behaviour from their own Affbciatesi for tho’ 
a voluntary Entry with the Pyrates may be doubt- 
ful, yet his conlequent Actions are not, and it is 
not fo material how a Man comes among Pyrates, as 
how he arts when he is there. Guilty . 

* * 

* 4 

George Wilfon . 

J OHN Sharpy Matter of the Elizabeth, in which 
Shi p the Frifoner was Paffenger, and fell a fecond 
Time into the Pyrates Hands, depoles, that he 
took the laid Wilfon off from Sejlosy on this Coaft, 
paying to the Negroes for his Ranfom, the Value 
pf three Pound five Shillings in Goods, for which 
he had taken a Note, that he thought he had done 
charitable Ad in this, till meeting with one 
Captain Canning, he was ask’d, why he would re- 
lea fe fuch a Rogue as Wilfon was? For that he had 
been a Voluntier with the Pyrates, out of John 
Tar It on. And when the Deponent came to be a Pri* 
loner himfelf, he found Thomas , the Brother of 
this John Tarlton , a Prifbner with the Pyrates alfb, 
who was immediately on Wilfotfs Inftigation, in a 
moft fad manner mifuled and beat, and had been 
fhot, through the Fury 3ml Rage of fbme of thofe 
• / ' Fellows 
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Fellows, if the Town-fide, (i, e . Liverpool) Men, had 
not hid him in a Stay-Sail, under the Bowfprit; : 
fo‘t Moody and Harper , with their Piftols Cock’d, 
fearched every Corner of the Ship to find him, 
and: came to this Deponent’s Hammock, whom 
they had like fatailly ; to have miftaken for Tarltonj 
blit on his falling out, they found their Error, 
and left him with this comfortable Anodyne, That 
he was the honeft Fellow who brought the Doftor. 
At coming away, the Priloner asked about his* 
Note, whether the Py rates had it or no ? Who not 
being able readily to tell, he reply ’d, it’s no Mat- 
ter Mr. Sharpy I believe I Aral! hardly ever come to 
England to pay it. ( ; * - ’ . ' • 

Adam Cothryy Surgeon of the Elizabeth, fays; that 
altho’ the Priloner had, on Account of his Indifpo- 
fition and Want, received many Civilities from 
him, before meeting with the Pyrates, he yet un- 
derftood it was thro’ his and Scudamore's Means, 
that he had been compelled among them : The Pri- 
forier was very alejrt and chearful, he fays, at meet- 
ing with RobertSy hailed him,- told him he was 
glad to fee him, and would come on Board pre- 
fently, borrowing of the Deponent a clean Shirt 
and -Drawers, for his better Appearence and Re- 
ception ; he figned their Articles willingly, and ufed 
Arguments with him to do the fame, faying, 
they fhould make their Voyage in eight Months, 
to Brafily Share 6 or 700 /. a Man, and then break 
up. Again, when the Crew came to an Ele&iOn of a 
chief Surgeon, and this Deponent was let up with 
the others, Wilfon told him, he hoped he fhould 
' carry it from Scudamorey for that a quarter Share 
('which they had more than others) would be 
worth looking after; but the Deponent miffed 
the Preferment, by the good Will of the Ranger’s 
People, who, in general, voted for Scudamore y to get 
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rid of him, (the chief Surgeon being always to re-*~ 1 
main with the Commadore.) 

It appeared likewife by the Evidence of Captahv 
Jo. Trahern , Tho. Caflel , and others* who had been 
taken by the Py rates, and thence ’had Opportu- 
nities of obferving . the Prifoners Conduct, that 
he, feem’d thoroughly fatisfy’d with that Way of 
Life, and was particularly intimate with Roberts 7 
they often fcoffing at the Mention of a Man of 
War, and faying, if they fhould meet with any 
of the Turnip-Man’s Ships, they would blow up,~ i 
and go to H— 11 together. Yet letting afide thefer 1 
filly. Freaks, toi recommend himfelf, his Lazihefs 
had got him many Enemies, even Roberts told him, 
(on the Complaint of a wounded Man, whom he 
had refufed to drefs) that he was a double Rogue,, ’ 
to be there a fecond Time, and thre^t’ned to cut 
his Ears off. 

The Evidence further affured the Court, from 
Captain Thomas Tarlton y that the Prifoner was ta^ 
ken out of his Brother’s Ship, fome Months be- 
fore, a firft Time, and being forward to oblige 
his new Company,, had prefentl'y ask'd for the Py- 
rates Boat, to fetch the Medicine Cheft away* 
when the Wind and Current proving too hard to' 
contend with, they were drove on Shore at Cape 

Mont^erado. .. , ; 

The Prifoner called for William Darling , and Samu* 
el Morwel, (acquitted) and Nicholas Butler. 

William Darling depofed, the firft Time the Pri- 
foner fell into their Hands, Roberts miftook him for 
Jo* Tarlton the Mafter, and being informed it was the 
Surgeon who came to reprefent him, (then indif* 
pofed,) he prefently fwore he fhould be his Mefs- 
Mate, to which Wilfon reply’d, he hop’d not, he had 
a Wife and Child, which the other laughed at ^ 
and that he had been two Days on Board, before he 

v v went 
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went in that Boat, which was drove on Shore at 
Cape Montzerado. And at his lecond coming, ini 
the Elizabeth , he heard Roberts order he fhould be 
brought oil Board in the firft Boat. ^ y. 

Samuel Morxvel fays, that he has heard him be- 
wail his Condition, while on Board the Pyrate, 
and defired one Thomas , to ufe his Interest with 
Roberts , for a Difcharge, faying, his Employ, and 
the little Fortune he had left at Home, would, he 
hop’d, exempt him the further Trouble of feeking 
his Bread at Sea. ' f 

Nicholas Butler , who had remained with thePy- 
rates about 48 Honrs, when they took the French 
.Ships at Whydahy depofes, that in this Space the 
Prifoner addrelfed him in the French Language, Seve- 
ral Times, deploring the Wretchednefsand ill For- 
tune of being confined in fuch Company. 

The Prifoner defiring Liberty of two or three 
.Queftions, ask’d, whether or no he had not expo- 
stulated with Roberts , fbjj,,a Reafon of his obliging 
Surgeons to fign their Articles, when heretofore 
they did not • Whether he had not expreffed him- 
felf glad of having formerly efcaped from them ? 
Whether he had not faid, at taking the Ships 
in Whydah Road, that he could like the Sport, 
were it lawful ? And whether if he had not told 
him, fliould the Company difcharge any Surgeon, 
that he would infill: on it as his Turn ? The Depo- 
nent anfwered, Yes, to every Queftion feparately ; 
and farther,, that he believes Scudamore had not feen 
Wilfon when he firft came and found him out of the 
Elizabeth . 

He added, in his own Defence, that being Surgeon 
* with one John Tar It on ,.of Leverpool , he was met a firft 
Time on this Coaft of Guiney , by Roberts the Pyrate ; 
who, after a Day or two, told him, to his Sorrow, 
: that he was to ft ay there, and ordered him to fetch 
his Cheft, (not Medicines^ as after ted,) which Qp- 
$1 ' 1 portu- 
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portunity he took to make his Efcape; for the 
Boat’s Crew happening to confift of five French and 
one Englijh Man, all as willing as himlelf, they 
agreed to pufli the Boat on Shore, and truft them- 
felves with the Negroes of Cape Montterado: Hazar- 
dous^ not only in Refpeft of the dangerous Seas 
that run there, but the Inhumanity of the Natives, 
who fometimes take a liking to humane Carcafles. 
Here he remained five Months, till Thomas Tarlton y 
Brother to, his Captain chanced to put in the Road 
for Trade, to whom he reprefented his Hardihips 
and ftarving Condition * but was, in an mnchriftian 
Manner, both refilled a Releafe of this Captivity, 
or fo much as a fmall Supply o i Bifcuit and fait. 
Meat, becaufe, ashefaid, he had been among the 
Pyrates. A little Time after this, the Matter of a 
French Ship paid a Ranfom for him, and took him 
off • but, by Reafon of a natty leperous Indifpofi- 
tion he had contra&ed by hard and bad living. 
Was, to his great Misfortune fet afhore at Seftos 
again, when Captain Sharp met him, and generoufly 
procured his Releafe in the Manner himtelf has ' 
related, and ■ for which he ftands infinitely obli- 
ged.- — -That ill Luck threw him a fecond Time into 
the Py rate’s Hands, in this Ship Elizabeth, where he 
met Thomas Tarlton , and thoughtlefiy ufed fome Re- 
proaches of him, for his tevere Treatment ztMont- 
zerado } but protefts without Delign his Words 
fhould have had fo bad a Confequence } for Ro- 
berts took upon him, as a Difpenter of Juftice, the 
Correftion of Mr. Tarlton , beating him unmercifully 
and he hopes it will be belived, contrary to any , 
Intention of his it fhould fo happen, becaufe as a 
Stranger he might be fuppofed to have no Influ- 
ence, and believes there were fome other Motives 
for it. — He cannot remember he expreffed him- 
felf glad to lee Roberts this fecond Time, or that 
he dropped thofe Expreffions about Comry , as 

, • . ' m 

t 
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* 
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are fworn jbutTf immaturity of Judgment had oc- 
cafioned him to flip'rafh and inadvertent Words, 
or that he had paid any undue Compliments to 
Roberts , it was to ingratiate himfelf, as every Pri- 
ioner did, for a more civil Treatment, and in par- 
ticular to procure his Dilcharge, which he had been 
promifed, and was afraid would have been revo- 
lted, if fuch a Perfon as Comry did not remain there 
to lupply his Room •, and of this, he faid, all the 
Gentlemen (meaning the Pyrates) could witnefs 
for him. , ; r r j 

He urged alfo his Youth in Exeufe for his Rafh- 
nels. The firft time he had been with them (on- 

ly a Month in all,) and that in no military Employ ; 
but in particular, the Service he had done in di (co- 
vering the Defign the Pyrates had to rife in their 
PaiTageon Board the Swallow. Guilty. 

t " 

But Execution refpited till the King’s Pleafure 
be known,- becaufe the Commander v of the Swallow 
had declared, the firft Notice he received of this 

Defign of the Pyrates to rife, was from him. 

• ( 

Benjamin Jejferys N 

B Y the Demolitions of Glasby and Lillburn (acquit- 
ted) againft this Prifoner, it appeared, that 
his Drunkennefs was what at firft detained him from 
going away in his proper Ship, the Norman Galley -j 
and next Morning, for having been abufive in his 
Drink, faying to the Pyrates, there was not a Man 
amongft them, he received for a Welcome, fix: 
Lafhesfrom every Perfon in the Ship, which dif- 
ordered him for fome Weeks, . but on Recovery 
was made Boatfwain's Mate *, the ferving of which, 
or any Office on Board a Pyrate, is at their own 
Option, ( tho’ elefted,) becaufe others are glad to ac- 
cept what brings an additional Share in Prize* 

» • * 
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The Deponents further fay, that at Slerraleon eve* 
ry Man had more efpecially the Means of efcaping } 
and that this Prifbner, in particular, negle&ed it, 
and came v off from that Place after their Ship was 
under Sail, and going out of the River. 

The frifoner, in his Defence, protefts, he was at 
firft forc’d ^ and that the Office of Boatfwain’s Mate 
was impoled on him, and what he would have been 
glad to have relinquifhM*' That the barbarous 
Whipping he had received from the Pyrates at firft,„ 
was for telling them, that none who could get 
their Bread in an honeft Way, would be on fuch an 
Account. And he had certainly taken the Oppoi> 
tunity which prefented at Slerraleon , of ridding him- 
felf from fo diftaftful a Life, if there had not 
been three or four of the old Pyrates on Shore 
at the fame Time, who, he imagined, muft know 
of him, and would doubtlefs have ferved him the 
fame, if not worfe, than they fincehad done WiU 
' Ham Williams } who, for fuch a Defign, being de- 
livered up by the treacherous Natives, had re- 
ceived two Laflies thro’ the whole Ship’s Company.- 
The Court obferved, the Excufes of thele Py- 
rates, about want of Means to efcape, was often- 
times as poor and evafive as their Pleas of being 
forced" at firft ^ for here, at Slerraleon , every Man 
had his Liberty on.V Shore, and it was, evident, 
might have kept it; if he, or they, had fo pleafed. 
And fuch are further culpable, who having been 
introduced into the Society," by fuch uncivil Me- 
thods, as whipping, or beating, neglect lefs likely 
Means of regaining Liberty y it Thews ftrong In- 
clinations to Difhonefty, and they ftand inexcu- 
fably, Guilty. * • N ; ' 

Jo, Afanspeld. * v 

I T was proved. agaiiift. this Prifbner, by Captain 
Ur ahem and George -Fenny \ that he was one of 
thofe Voluntiers who was at the Attack and Rob- 
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bery of the Company’s Ship, called the King Solo - 
mon : That he bully’d well among them who dar’d 
not make any Reply, but was very eafy with his 
Friends, who knew him • for MooAy^ on this Occa- 
fion, took a large Glafs from him, and threatned 
to blow his Brains out, (a favourite N Phrafe wi^h - 
thefe Py rates) if he muttered at it. 

From others acquitted, it likewife appeared, that 
he was at firft aVoluntier among them, from an 
Ifland call’d Dominico, in the - Weft-Indies, and had 
to recommend himfelf, told them, he was a Defer- 
ter from the Rofe Man of War, and before that, 
had been on the High-Way \ he was always drunk, 
they faid, and fo bad at the Time they met with 
the Swallow^ that he knew nothing of the Aftion, 
but came up vapouring with his Cutlafh, after 
the Fortune had ftruck her Colours, to know who 
would go on Board the Prize \ and it was fome 
Time before they could perfwade him into the 
Truth of their Condition. 

He could fay little in Defence of himfelf^ ac- 
knowledg’d this latter Part of Drunkennefs $ a Vice, 
he fays, that had too great a Share in infnaring him 
into this Courfe of Life, and had been a greater Mo* 
tive with him than Gold. Guilty . - 

x * 

JL A *. 

• - r " ^ ’ • 1 * ' r ' * ' { H 1 , 

William Davis . 

W illiam Allen depofed, he knew this Prifoner 
at Sierraleon , belonging to the Ann Galley ; 
that he had a Quarrel with, and beat: the Mate of 
that Ship, for which fas he faid) being afraid to 
return to his Duty, he conferred to the idle Cu- 
ftoms and Ways of living f< among the Negroes, 
from whom he received a Wife, and ungratefully 
fold her, one Evening, for fome Punch to. quench 
his Thirft. After this, having put himfelf under 
the Protection of Mr. Flunht , Governor there for 
the Royal African Company : The Relations and 
.. - . Friends 


/ 
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Friends of the Woman, apply 5 d to him for>Re- 
drefs, who immediately furrendered the Prifbner, 
and told them, he did not cate if they took his 
Head off *, but the Negroes wifely judging it would 
not fetch fo good a Price, they fold him in his 
/ Turn again to Seignior 3 toffee-, a Chriftian Black, 
and Native of that Place •, who expe&ed and agreed 
for two Years, Service from him, on Coniideration 

• of what he had disburfed, for the Redemption of 
•the Woman : But long before the Expiration of this 
Time, Roberts came into Sierraleon River, where the 

* Prifbner, (as Seignior JoJfee aifured the Deponent,) 
entered a Voluntier with. them. 

The Deponent further corroborates this Part of 
the* Evidence y hr that he being obliged to call a t 
Cape Mount , in his Paffage down hither, met there 
with two Deferters from Roberts’s Ship, who affix fed 
him of the fame ; and that the Pyrates did defign to 
turn Davis away the next Opportunity, as an/ idle 
good-for-nothing Fellow. 

From Glasby and Lilburn , it was evident, that 
every Py rate, while they flay’d at Sierraleon, went 
on Shore at Diforetion. That Roberts had often 
affiired Mr. Glyn and other Traders, at that Place, 
that he would force no Body * r and in fliort, there * 
was no Occafion for it in particular, the Prifoner’s 
Row-Mate went away, and thinks, he might have 
done the fame, if he had pleafed. 

The Prifoner atledged his having been detained 
againft his Will, and fays, that returning with Ele- 
phants Teeth dor Sierraleon, the Pyrate’s Boat pur- 
fiied and brought him on Board, where he was kept 
on Account of his underftanding the Pilotage and 
Navigation of that River. < •’ . J 

It was obvious to the Court, not only how fri- 
volous Excufes of Conftraint and Force were 
among thefe People, at their firft commencing Py- 
rates, but alfo it was plain to them, from thefe 

, two 
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two Defer ter s, met at ,Cape Mounts arid the dip 
cretional Manner they lived in, at Sierraleon ; thro 5 
how little .Difficulty feveral of them did, and 
others might, have efcaped afterwards, if they 
could but have obtained their own Confents for it* 

. * \ * * *• > ' * * * 4 * • 

Guilt).' ... - \ . 

•% ' ► 

■ - . 2 

This is the Subftance of the Tryals of Roberts's 
Crew, which may fuffice for others, that occcur in 
this Book. The foregoing Lids, fhevvs, by a ^be- 
fore the Names, who were condemn’d ; thofe 
Names with a *[■* were referred for Tryal to the 
Marjhalfea , and all the reft were acquitted* » *;■" 


v *'* >• * 

The following Py rates were executed, according to 
their Sentence, without the Gates of Cape Corfo* 
Caflle , within the Flood*Marks* viz.. > V i.- 




Mens Names 


William Magnes 
Richard Hardy 
David Sympfon 
Chriflopher Moody 
Thomas Sutton 
Valentine Ajhplant 
Refer de Vine ** 
William Philips 
Philip Bill 
Willifim Main 
William Mackintojl \ 




William Williams 
Robert Haws 
William Petty 
John Jay nf on 
Marcus Johnfon 

Robert Crow 

. a , 

Michael Maw 




< Sr 




Years of Habitations. v 
Age , 

3 5 Minehead . 

2 5 Wales . 1 

3 6 North -Berwick* 

^ A ^ ’ 

28 : 

23 Berwick . 

32 Minories . 

42 . Stepney . 

29 L'ower-ShadwelU 

27 St. Thomases. 

28 

21 Canterbury . 

40 nigh Plymouth . 
31 Yarmouth. 

30 Deptford. 

22 nigh Lancaflerl 
2 1 Smyrna. 

44 . IJle of Man. 

41 Ghent. 

X 


■t '■ 






Daniel 






\ 
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Daniel Harding v 25 Croomsburyin Somerfetfiure. 

22 Somerfetfiure. 

4 1 9 Meer in Wlltfinre. 


William Fernon 
Jo. More 
Abraham Harper 
Jo. Barker 
Jo. Philips 
James Clement N 
Veter Scudamore 
James Skyrm 
John Walden 
Jo . Stephenfon 
Jo. Mansfield 
Ifrael Hynde 
peter JLejley 
Charles Burnt 
Robert Birtfon 
Richard Harris 
Jofeph Noflter 
William Williams 
Agge Jacobfon 
Benjamin Jefferys 
Cuthbert Gofs ' 
John Jejfup 
Edward Watts 
Thomas Giles 
William Wood 
Thomas Armftrong 

Robert John fan 

George Smith 

William Watts 
* 

Jamts Philips 
John Coleman 
Robert Hays . 
William Davis 


A 


\ 


23 Briflol. 

22 Winfred in Dorfetfhire . 

28 Allowayin Scotland . 

20 Jerfey. ' , , 

35 Briflol.' 

44 Wales. 

24 Somerfetjhlre. 

40 Whitby . 

30 Orkneys . 

30 Briflol. 

2 r Aberdeen . 

25 Exeter . 

30 Offor S t.Maries Devonjhire. 

45 Cornwall . * — " ^ ’ 

25 Sadbury in Devonjhire. 

30 Speechlefs at Execution* 
30 Holland . 

21 Briflol. 

2t Topfhdm* 

20 Plymouth. > 

22 Dunmore. 

2 5 Mine-head. 

27 ’ . 

3 4 London 1 executed on boa r a 
- the Weymouth. 
at Whydah. 

Wales . 

Ireland. 

35 Antegoa. 

24 Wales. 

20 Liverpool . . 

23 Ifafe* 


32 

25 

23 


The Remainder of the Py rates, whole Names are 
under mentioned^ upon their humble; Petition to 

i ■ f ■' N ; the 
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the Court, had their Sentence changed from Death, 
to feven Years Servitude, conformable to our Sen- 
tence of Tranfportation j the Petition is as follo ws. 

t v * * * / *• <» 

T, • ■ ^ 

To the Honourable the frefulent and Judges of 
the Court of Admiralty , for trying of Py rates, 
fitting at Cape Corfo-Caftle. the 20th Day o f 
April, '1722. 


The humble Petition of Thomas How, Samuel 

Fletcher , &c. • 


\ 


Humbly Iheweth, 

*~Yf HAT your Petitioners being unhappily , and rnwari- 
X ly drawn into that wretched and detefiable Crime 
of Pyracy, for which they now fiand juflly condemned, they 
most humbly pray the Clemency of the Court , in the Miti- 
gation of their Sentence , that they may be permitted to 
ferve the Royal African Company of England, in this' 
Country for feven Tears , in fuch a Manner as the Court 
fhall think proper -, that by their juft Punijhment, being ' 
made fenfible of the Error of their former Ways, they will 
for the future become faithful Sub j efts, good Servants, and 
ufeful in their Stations, if it pleafe the Almighty to pro- 
long their hives. • V 

And your Petitioners, as in Duty,' &c. 

The Refolution of the Court was, ' - 

r * 

T k ' 

HAT the Petitioners have Leave by this Court of Ad- 
miralty, to interchange Indentures with the Captain 
General of the Gold Coaft, for the Royal African Com- 
pany, for feven Tears Servitude , at any of the Roval Afri- 
can Company's Settlements in Africa, in fuch Manner as 
he the faid Captain General Jhall think proper > 

On Thurfday the 2 6th Day of April, the Indentures 
being all drawn out, according to the Grant made to the 

WL ' " X 2 . Pet iti* 
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Petitioners, by the Court held on Friday the 20th of this 
Infant } each Prifoner was pent for up, (igned, fealed and 
e xchanged them in the Prefence of ’ , n ri 

Captain Mungo Herdman, Prefdent, 

: \s \- James Phipps, Efq\ f ,u *4 

^ r * Mr. Edward Hyde, / “ 

Mr. Charles FarifhaW’, vl 
And Mri John Atkins, Regifer. * 




\ 


• 4 i 


A Copy of the Indenture . 


iT&k i. 


) ') iu 


The Indenture of a Perfon condemned to ferve 
abroad for Pyracy, which, upon the humble 
Petition of the Pyrates therein mentioned, was 
* moft mercifully granted by his Imperial Majefty’s 
Commiffioners and Judges appointed to hold a 
Court of ’Admiralty* for the Tryal of Pyrates 
at Cape Corfo-Caftle , in Africa , upon Condition of 
lerving leven Years, and other Conditions, areas 
follows^/*,. 

1 r »vr . - j 

T HIS Indenture made the twenty fixth Hay of April, 
Anno Regrii Regis Georgii magn& Britannise, 
&c. Septimo, - Domini, Milleffimo, Sepcenteilimo 
viginti duo, between Roger Scot, late of the City of 
Briftol Mariner , of the one Part , and the Royal African 
Company of England, their Captain General and Com- 
mander in Chief for the Time being , on the other Part , 
Witneffeth, that the faid Roger Scot, doth hereby co- 
venant , and agree to , and with , the faid Royal African 
Company , their Captain General , and Commander in chief 
for the Time being . , to ferve him , or his lawful Succeffors , 
in any of the Royal African Company's Settlements on 
the Coaft of Africa, from the Day of the Date of thefe. ' 
Prefents, to the full Term of [even Tears, from hence next 
en filing, fully to be compleat and ended , there to ferve in 
fuch Employment, as the faid Captain General, or his Sue- 
, 1 ' , ' ♦ cejfirs 
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cejfors flail employ him j according to the^Cuftom of $he Coun- 
try in like Kind. ' ,|> • v ‘ - 

In Confideration whereof y the f aid Captain Generaly and 
Commander in chief doth covenant and agree , to y and with , 
.the f aid Roger Scot, to find and allow him Meaty Brinks 
j4pparel and Lodgingy according to theCufiom of the Country* 
In witnefs whereof \ the Parties aforefaidy to thefe Vre- > 
fentSy have interchangably put their Hands and Seals , the , 
Day and Tear frit above written. 

Signedy fealed and delivered , in the Pre fence of uty at 
Cape Corfo-Caftle, in Africa, where no /lamp’d 
Paper was to be had. 

- 1 Mungo Heardman, Trefident, ? w; ^ 

John Atkins, Regijhr, 5 Wl 5 nelies - 

— - - 

* t V ; , i ^ 

j t f j * I « ' • ‘ / ' / ' 

In like Manner was drawn out and exchanged . 

the Indentures of £ . 


f . i 


T Homas How of Barnflabky in the County of Devon?. 

Samuel Fletcher of Eaft-Smithfieldy London • 

John Lane . of Lombard-Streety London • 

David Littlejohn of Briflol. •* \ / ^ ' 

John King of Shadwell Parifh, London • 

Henry Dennis of Bidiford. , ; 

Harris of Corf -Caft ley Devonfhire* 

William lay hr of Briflol. 

Thomas Owen of Briflol. , 

John Mitchel of Shadwell Pariih, London. , 

Jofljua Lee of Leverpool. * 

William Shuren of Wapping Parifh, London • 

Robert Hartley of Leverpool. , ~ . 

John Griffin of Blackwally Middlefex* , </.,*. ' > wj 

James Crumby of Londony Wappingi' , 

James Greenham of Alarjhfieldy G louce ft er flare* 

John Horn of St. Jameses Pariih, London . 

5^# Jcffiop of Wisbichy Cambridgjhire. 

David Rice of 'Briflol* ■ , • 

.. •• . X 3 None 
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None of Which, I hear, are now living, two 
Others, viz,. George Wilfon and Thomas Oughterlaney , 
were refpited from Execution, till his Majefty’s 
Pleafure ihould be known •, the former dy’d a- 
broad, and the latter came Home, and received 
his Majefty’s Pardon } the Account of the whole 
ibtnds thus. 

Acquitted, 

Executed, 
i Refpited, •_ 

To Servitude, 

To the Marflialfea , 

Kill’d ' ! n the Ranger y 

c in the Fortune , 
a in the Palfage to Cape Corfo, 

• > Dy’d c afterwards in the Caftle, 

Negroes in both Ships, 


74 

54 

2 

20 

M 

io 

, 3 
15 

4 

70 


Total, 276 




I am not ignorant how acceptable the Behaviour 
and dying Words of Malefaftors are to the gene- 
ral]! ty of our Countrymen, and therefore fhall de- 
liver what occurred, worthy of Notice, in the Beha- 
haviour of thefe Criminals. 

The ftrft fix that were called to Execution, 
were Magnes , Moody , Sympfon , Sutton , jifljplant, and 
Hardy } all of them old Standers and notorious Of- 
fenders : When they were brought out of the Hold, 
011 the Parade, in order to break off their Fet- 
ters, and fit the Halters*, none of them, it was 
eblerved, appeared the leaft dejefted,\unlefs 'Sut- 
ton, who fpoke faint,' but it was rather imputed to 
a Flux that had feizfd him two or three Days be- 
fore, than Fear. A Gentleman, who was Surgeon 
of the Ship, was fo charitable at this Time, to of- 
fer himfelf in the room of an Ordinary, and repre- 
fentedto them, as well as he was able, the Heinoufnefs 
of tneir Sin, and N^ceffity which lay on them of Re- 
tJr Ui4 r ^ ■ ;v ; v pentance 
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pentaqce \ one particular Part of which ought to 
be, acknowledging the Juftice they had met with. 
They feem’d heedlels for the prefent, fome calling 
for Water to drink, and others applying to the 
Soldiers for Caps , but when this Gentleman 
prefs’d them fot an Anfwer, they all exclaim’d 
jagainft the Severity of the .(Court, and were fo 
harden’d, as to curie, and wilh the fame Juftice 

„ might overtake all the Members of it, as had been 
dealt to them. They were poojr Rogue j, they faid, and 
fo hanjfd, while others , no lefs guilty in another Way 7 
efiaped. 

When he endeavoured to compofe their Minds, 
exhorting them to dye in Charity with all the 
World, and would have diverted them from fuch 
vain Difcourfe, by asking them their Country, 
Age, and the like *, fome of them anfwered, c What \ 
c was that to him, they fuffered the Law, and Ihould 
€ give no Account but to God •, ’ walking to the Gal- 
lows without' a Tear, in Token of Sorrow for 
their paft Offences, or Ihewing as much Concern 
as a Man would exprefs at travelling a bad Road ; 
nay ,Sympfon, at feeing a Woman that he knew, faid, 

c he had lain with that B h three times, and now 

€ fee was come to fee him hang’d. ’ And Hardy , 
when his Hands were ty’d behind him, (which 
happened from their not being acquainted with the 
Way of bringing Malefa&ors to Execution,) ob- 
ferved, c that he had feen many a Man hang’d, but 
c this Way of the Hands being ty’d behind them, he 
c was a Stranger to, and never faw before in his 
c Life.’ I mention thefe two little Inftances, -to 
Ihew how ftupid and thoughtlels they were of 
their End, and that the fame abandoned and re- 
probate Temper that had carried them thro’ their 
Rogueries, abided with them to the laft.7 

Samuel Fletcher , another of the Py rates ordered 
for Execution, but reprieved, feem’d to have a 
v - X 4 quicker 
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quicker Senfe of his Condition *, for when he fa w thofe 
he was allotted with gone to Execution, he fent a 
Meffage hy the Provbft-Marlhal to the Court, to be 
c inform’d of the Meaning of it, and humbly defir’d 
c to know whether they defign’d him'M&rey , or not ? 
c If they did, he flood infinitely oblig’d'to them, and 
c . thought the whole Service of his Life anincomper 
* tent Return for fo great a Favour * but that if he 
c was to fuffer, the fooner the better, he faid y that 
^ he might-be out of his Pain. v 

There were others of thefe Pyrates the reverie 
pf this, and tho 5 deftitute of Minifters, or fit Peiv 
ibns to reprefent their Sins, and affift them with 
Spiritual Advice, were yet always imploying their 
Time to good Purpofes, and behaved 7 with A great 
deal of feeming Devotion and Penitence yJ among 
thefe may be reckon’d Scudamore, Williams j Phil'ps , 
Step hen forty Jeffery s, Lejly , Harper , Armffrom , BuncCy and 
others. 



brought him under Sentence of Death, from which, 
feeing there was no Hopes of efcapihgL he petiti- 
oned for two or three Days Reprieve, which was 
•granted y and* for fha't ¥in& 5 *ii& 

ceffantly to Prayer, and 'reading the Scriptures, 
feem’d to have a deep Senfe of his Siiis, of this in par-? 
ticular, and deflred, -at the Gallows,' they would 
have Patience with him, to fi'ng the firft Part of 
the thirty firft Pfalm j : which he did by himfelf 
throughout, ' ‘ / ‘ " . - ' " * , 

Armstrong, having been a Deferter from his 3VTa ? 
jefly’s Service, was executed on Board the Wey? 
mouth P (and the only one that was *)r there was 
po Body to prefs him to an Acknowledgement of the 
‘Crime he died for, nor of fbrrowing in particular 
for it, which would have been exemplary, and 
made fuitable Impreflions on Seamen : fb that his 
,, .... * '• ‘ laft 
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laft Hour was fpeiit in lamenting and bevvailing his 
Sins in general, ^exhorting the. Spectators to an ho- 
neft and good Life, in which alone they could find 
Satisfa&ion. In the End, he defir’d they would join 
with him in finging two or three latter Verfes of the 
140th Pfalmr, and that being concluded, he was, at 
the firing of a Gun, tric’d up at the Fore-Yard-Arm. 

Bunce was a young Man, not above 2 6 Years old, 
but made the moft pathetical Speech of any at 
the Gallows. He firfl: declaim’d againft the guilded 
Bates of Power, Liberty, and Wealth, that had 
enfnar’d him among the Py rates, his unexperienc’d 
Years not being able to withftand the Temptation ; 
but that the Brisknefs he had fhewn, which fo fa- 
tally had procured him Favour amongft them, was 
not fo much a Fault in Principle, as the LiVelinefs 
and Vivacity of his Nature.,’ He was now ex- 
treamly affii&ed for the In j uries he had done to 
all Men, and begg’d their’s' and God’s Forgivenefs^ 
very earneitly exhorting the Spectators to^ remem- 
ber their Creator in their Youth, and guard 'be- 
times, thatttheir Minds took 7,ot ;a/ wrong Byafs, 
concluding with this apt Similitude, 1 That he flood 
thete as a Beacon upon a Rock, (the Gallows handing 013. 
one) to warn* erring Marriners of Danger . r : •/ f f, \ ... 1 
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CHAP. XIL 
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Captain AN ST IS, 

mJmm 


And his Crew. 


T 1 HO MAS Anftis jfhip’d him lei flat Providence 
in the Year 1718, aboard the Buck Sloop, 
and was one of lix that conlpired together 
to gooff a pyrating with the Veffel % the reft were, 
Howel Davis , Roberts's Predeceffor, killed at the 
Wand of Princes \ Dennis Topping, killed at the taking 
of the rich Portuguefe ; Ship on the Coaft of Braftl • 
Walter -Kennedy, hanged at Execution-Dock , and two 
others, which I forbear to name, becaufe, I under* 
ftand/they are at this Day employ’d in an honeft 
Vocation in the City. ~ 

What followed concerning An fits s Pyracies, has 
been included in the two preceeding Chapters ; I 
ihall only obferve that the Combination of thefe 
fix Men abovementioned, was the Beginning of that 
Company, that afterwards proved fo formidable 
under Captain Roberts , from whom Anftis leparated 
the 1 8th of April 1721, in the Good Fortune Bri- 
gantine, leaving his Commadore to purfue his Ad- 
ventures upon the Coaft of Guiney , whilft he re- 
, turned to the Weft-Indies , upon the like Defign. - • 

About; 


) 
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About the Middle of June, theft; Pyrates met 
with one Captain Mar ft on, between Hfpamola and 
Jamaica , bound on a Voyage to New-lork } from 
whom they took all the wearing Apparel they 
could find, as alfo his Liquors and. Provifion, and 
five of his Men, but did not touch his Cargo •, two 
or three other Velfels were alfo plundered by them, 
in this Cruife, out of whom they flocked them- 
felves with Provifion and Men ; *among the refl, 
I think, was the Irwin, Captain Rofs, from Cork in 
Ireland , but this I won’t be pofi.ti.ve of, becaufe 
they denied it themfeives. This Ship had 600 
Barrels of Beef aboard, befides other Provifions, 
and was taken off Martinico , wherein Colonel 
Doyly of Montferrat , and his Family were Paffengers. 
The Colonel was very much abufed and wounded. 
For endeavouring to fave a poor Woman, that was 
alfo a Pafienger, from the Infults of that brutifh 
Grew* and the Pyrates prevailing, twenty one 
of them forced the poor Creature fucceffively, 
afterwards broke her Back and flung her into the 
Sea. I fay, I will not be pofitive it was Anftis\ 
Crew that a£ted this unheard of Violence and 
Cruelty, tho’ the Circumflances of the Place, * the 
Time, the Force of the Veflel, and the Number 
of Men, do all concur, and I can place the Villany 
no where elfe } but that fuch ji Fafit was done, there 
is too much Evidence for it to be doubted of. 

When they thought fit to put an End to this 
Cruize, they went into one of the Iflands to clean, 
which they effefted without any Difturbance, and 
came out again, and firetching away towards Bur- 
mudas , met with a flout Ship, called the Morning 
Star , bound from Gurney to Carolina } they made 
Prize of her, and kept her for their own tjfe. In 
a Day or two, a Ship from Barbadoes bound to New- 
Tork } fell into their Hands, and taking out her Gun£ 
' ■ ' * ;•« - * ' and 
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and Tackle, mounted the Morning Star with 32 
Pieces of Cannon, maim'd her with a 100 Men, 
* and- appointed one John Venn Captain } for the Bri- 
gantine being of far lefs Force, the Morning Star 
would have fallen to Anftis, as elder ^Officer,, yet 
he was lo in Love with his own Veffel, (fhe being 
an excellent -Sailor,) that he made it .his Choice 
’tb^ftay in her, and let Fenn,> who was, before, his 
Gunner, Command the great Ship. ’ L* 1 , > 

Now, that they had two good Ships well mann’d, 
it may be fuppofed they were in i a Condition to 
^undertake fomethirig bold : But their Government 
was difturbed by Malecontents, and a Kingdom 
divided within it felt cannot ftand : they had fuch 
a Number of new Men amongft them, that feem’d 
not fo. violently enclined for the Game •, that what- 
ever the Captain proposed, it was certainly carried 
againft him, fo that they came to no fix’d Refolution 
for the undertaking any Enterprize^ therefore 
there was nothing to be done, i but to break up the 
Company,' which feemed to be the Inclination of 
the Majority, but the - Manner of doing fo, con- 
cerned their, common Safety } to which Purpofo 
various Means were propofeH,- rat length it was 
concluded to fend home a Petition to his Majefty 
( there being then no Aft of Indemnity in Force) 
for a Pardon, and wait the Iffue y at the fame Time „ 
one Jones, Boatfwain of the GoodTovtune, propofed 
a Place* of fafe Retreat, it -being an .uninhabited 
Ifland near Cuba, which he had been ufed to in the 
late War, when he went a privateering againft the 
Spaniards . 

This being approved ‘of, it was unanimoufly 
refoived on,‘ and the underwritten Petition drawn 
up and figned by the whole Company in the Man- 
ner of what they 'call r a Round ' 'Robin, • that is, the 
Names were writ in a Circle, to avoid allAppear- 
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ance of Pre-eminence, and leaftany Perfon Jhould 
be mark’d out by the Government, as a principal 
Rogue among them. - 


< h C * ^ • 

, < * l S* \ * 


To his mofl f acred Majefly George, by the 
-■ Grace of God, of Great-Rritain, France 
~ : fmd Ireland, King . , Defender 'of th& 
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The hnmble PETITION of the Company, 
now Belonging to the Ship ^Morning Star, 
^nd Brigantine Good Fortune , lying -under 
the ignominious Name \ and Denomination 
of PYRATES. 




1 « o • > tt 4 


Humbly Iheweth, 

^ »Jt K*- 9 * ^ 

T we your Majefly* s mofl loyal Subjebh, have} 

• JL" at fandry Times, : been taken <byi Bartholomew 
Roberts, the then Captain of the abovefaid Keffels and 
Company, < together with another Ship , in which we left 
him ? have been forced by him and his wicked Ac- 
complices , to enter into ' and ferve , in the f aid Company , 
Pyrates , contrary to our Wills and Inclinations : 

And we your loyal Suhjetls utterly abhor ing and dete fling 
that impious way oft Living , with an unanimous 

Confent , contrary to the Knowledge of the [aid Ro- 
berts, or fo/V Accomplices , 0#, or 1 8^ 0/ 

April 1721, leave*, and ran away with the aforefaid 
Ship Morning Star, and Brigantine Good Fortune^ 
with no other Intent and Meaning than the Hopes of ob- 
taining your Maje fly's mofl gracious Pardon* • And , that 
we your Majefly 1 s mofl loyal Subjects, may with more Safety 
return to our native Country , and feme the Nation-, 
unto vohith voe belong , in our refpe&ive Capacities, with- 
out Fear of being profecuted by the Injured , whofe Efiates 

have 


* * * 
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have fujfered by the fald Roberts and his Accomplices, 
during our forcible Detainment , by the [aid Company : We 
moft h humbly implore your Majefiy^s mo ft royal Affent, 
to this our humble Petition. / 

And your Petitioners fhall ever pray. 


4'A 


This Petition was font home by a Merchant 
Ship bound to England , from famaica, who promi- 
led to fpeak with the Petitioners, in their Return, 
about 20 Leagues to Windward of that Ifland, 
and let them know what Succefs their Petition 
met with. When this was done, the Py rates re- 
tires to the Ifland before prbpofed, with the Ship 
and Brigantine. * 

This Ifland (which I have no Name Pox) lies off 
the Southweft End of Cuba , uninhabited, and lit- 
tle frequented. On the Eaft End’ is a Lagune, lb 
narrow, that a Ship can but juft go in, tho’ there V 
from 1 5 to 2 2 Foot Water, for alftioft a League up: 
On both Sides of the Lagune grows red Mangrove- 
Trees, very thick, that the Entrance of it, as well 
as the Veffels laying there, is hardly to be feen. 
In the Middle of the Ifland are here and there a 
ftnall thick Wood of tall Pines, and other Trees 
Icattered about in different Places. 

Here they ft a id about nine Months, but not ha- 
ving Provifton for above two, they were forced to 
take what the Ifland afforded, which was Filh of 
feveral Sorts, particularly Turtle, which latter 
was the chiefeft Food they lived on, and was found 
in great Plenty on the Coafts of this Ifland ^ whe- 
ther there might be any wild Hogs, Beef, or other 
Cattle, common to feveral Iflands of the Weft-Indies , 
or that the Py rates were too idle to hunt them, or 
whether they preferred other Provifions to that ford 
of Diet, I know not ; but I was informed by them, 
that for the whole Time they eat not a Bit of any 
kind of Flelh-Meat, nor Brea 4 } the latter was 
, ' / . ~ >7 / ’ ' fupply’d 
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fupply’d by Rice, of which they had a great Quan- 
tity aboard : This was boyl’d and fqueez’d dry, 
and fo eat with the Turtle.*/ •», ' ; 

There are three or four Sorts of thefe Creatures 
in the Weft-Indies, the largeft of which will weight 
1 50 or 200 Pound Weight or more, but thole that 
were found upon this Illand were of the fmallefi: 
Kind, weighing , no or 12 Pounds each, with a fine 
natural wrought Shell, and beautifully clouded-, the 
Meat fweet and tender, fome Part of it eating like 
Chicken, lome like Veal, &c. fo that it was no ex- 
traordinary Hardlhip for them to live upon this' 
Provilion alone, fince it affords variety of Meats to 
the Tafte, of it felf The manner of catching 
this Fifli is very particular ^ you muft under ftand, 
that in the Months of and *fuly 7 they lay 

their Eggs in order to hatch their Young, and this 
three times in a Sealbn, which is always in the Sand 
of the Sea-lhore, each laying 80 or 90 Eggs at a 
time. The Male accompanies the Female, and come 
afhore in the Night only, when they muft be 
watch’d, without making any Noife, or having a 
Light ; as loon as they land, the Men that watch 
for them, turn them on their Backs, then haul them 
above high Water Mark, and leave them till next 
Morning, where they are fure to find them, for they 
can’t turn again, nor move from the Place. It is to 
be obferv’d, that befides their laying time, they 
come afhore to feed, but then what’s very remarka- 
ble in thefe Creatures, they always refort to dif- 
ferent Places to breed, leaving their ufual Haunts 
for two or three Months, and ’tis thought they eat 
nothing in all that Seafon. 

They pafs’d their Time here in Dancings and 0 - 
ther Diverfions, agreeable to thefe fort of Folks; 
and among the reft, they appointed a Mock Court of 
Judicature to try one another for Py racy, and he that 
was a Criminal one Day was made Judgeanother. — 

, ' / I had 
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I had an Account given; me of one:o,£thefe merry 
Tryalsy .and as it appeared diverdiii'gy ;I jfliall give 
the Readers a fhort Account of it; i rK /, : ' > 

: The Court and Criminals being both appointed, 
as alib Council to pleads the Judge got up^ in a Txeel 
and had a dirty Taurpaulin hung over his Shoul- 
ders * - this wasodone 1 by Way of Robe, v with a 

>DSp» 
[fettled 

himfejf in his Place,; and abundance of iOjfiters at- 
tending him be low, I with Crows, Handfpikes, 
infteadof Wands,* )Tipflaves>, andifuchlike. — —The 
Crimmals-vvere -brought^ out,.: making athouiand 
four Faces and die who aO:ed as Attorney-General 
opened the Charge ag^infl: them -, their Speeches 
were very laconick, Vand their whole Proceedings 
concife# We fhall give it >bytWayJo£ Dialogue.^ y/vy 
' ! * iAttoml Gen:*' A n’t pleale y our Lordfhip;; and you 
Gentlemen of the Jury,' here is a Fellow before you 
that- is a fad Dog,i a lad fad :Dog } and I humbly 
hope your Lordfhip will order him j to be hang’d 
out of the Way immediately. — He has commit- 
ted Pyracy upon the High Seas, and we fhall prove, 
an’t pleafe your Lordfhip,’ that this /Fellow, t this 
fad^Dog before you, has efcap’d a thoufand Storms, 
nay, ‘has got fafe afhore when the Ship has been caft 
away, which was a certain Sign he was not born to 
be drown’d - 0 yet not having the Fear of hanging be- 
fore his Eyes,- he went on robbing and ravifhing 
Man, Woman and Child, plundering Ships Cargoes 
fore and aft, burning and finking Ship, Bark and 
Boat, as if the Devil had been in him. ,v But this 
is not all, my Lord, he has committed worfe Vil- 
danies than all thefe, for we fiiaH prove, <that he has 
;been guilty of drinking Small-Beer *, and your , 
Tordfhip knows, there never was a fober Fellow.but 

what was a Rogue. — • My Lord, I fhouid have 

-Ipoke much, finer than ! do now, but that, as your 
■ s * - ‘ ^ Lordihip 
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Lordfhip knows our Rum is all out, and how fhould 
I a Man fpeak good Law that has not drank a Dram. 

I " — However, I hope, your Lordfhip will order the 
I Fellow to be hang’di , 

Judge. —j-~ Hearkee me. Sirrah, — you Idufyy 
pittiful, ill-look’d Dog ( what have you to lay why 
you fliould not be tuck’d up immediately, and fet a 
Sun-drying like a Scare-crow Are you guilty, 
or not guilty ? 

Trif. Not guilty, an’tpleafe youfWcrflup. 

Judge . Not guilty ! fay ' fb again, Sirrah, and 
I’ll have you hang’d without any TryaL , . 

j Trif A n’t pleafe your Worfhip’s Honour* my 
Lord, I am as honeft a poor Fellow as ever went be- 
tween Stem and Stern of a Ship, and can hand, reef, 
fteer, and clap two Ends Of a Rope together, as well 
as e’er a He that ever crofs’d fait Watery but I 
was taken by one George Bradley Q:he Name of him 
that fat as judge,] a notorious Pyrate, a fad Rogue 
as ever was unhang’d, and he forc’d me, an’t pleafe 
your Honour. , ' * 

Judoe. Anfwer me. Sirrah, — — - How will you 
be try’d ? - — 

Trif. By G- — • and my Country* 

Judge . The Devil you will. — — -*Why then, Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, I think we have nothing to do 
but to proceed to Judgment* ✓ .Jk 

Attor. Gen . Right 3 my Lord ; fdr if the Fellow * 
ihould be fulfer’d to fpeak, he may clear himfelf^ 
and that’s an Affront to the Court. 

Trif. Pray, my Lord, I hope your Lordfhip will 
confide r ' 

Judge * Conlider ! — How dare you talk of con- 
fidering? Sirrah, Sirrah,,! never conlider’d in 

i to Cdnfider. 

will hear fhmg ^ 

» & 

- Jvdffi, 

♦»' . 


*y Life. — I’ll make itTrealc 
if But, I hope, your Lord/hip 
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Judge. D’ye hear how the Scoundrel prates ? — — 
What have we to do with Reaibn } - — I’d have you 
to know, Raskal, we don’t lit here to hear Rea- 

fen ; • we go according to Law,-— Is our Dinner 

ready? . ' - - ■ • , -• 

^ Attar* Gen. Yes, ray Lord. 

Judge* Then faeark’ee, you Raskal at the Bar ; 
hear me. Sirrah, hear me, - — ■ — - You muft fuffer, 
for three Rea ferns ; firft, beeaufe it is not fit I Ihould 

fit here as Judge, and no Body be bang’d. 

Secondly, you mufi be bang’d, becaufe you have a 
damn’d hanging Look : — And thirdly, you muft 
be bang’d, becauie I am hungry * for know, Sir- 
rah, that ’tis a Cuftom, that whenever the Judge’s 
Dinner is ready before theTryal is over, the Pri- 

lbne r is to be bang’d of Courfe. There’s Law 

for you, ye Dog. — —So take him away Goailer. 

i 

4 ' 

• This is theTryal juft as it was related tome; 
the Defign of my letting it down, is only to jfhew 
how thele Fellows can jeft upon Things, the Fear 
and Dread of which, Ihould make them tremble. 

The beginning of AuguB 1722, the Py rates made 
ready the Brigantine, and came out to Sea, and bea- 
ting up to Windward^ lay in the Track for their 
Cor re (pendant in her Voyage to Jamaica, and (poke 
• with her ; but finding nothing was done in England 
ia their Favour, as. ’t was expelled, they return’d to 
their Conforts at the Illand with the ill News, and 
feund tliemfelves under a Neceffity, as they fan- 
cied, to continue that abominable Courfe of Life 
they had lately praftis’d ; in order thereto, they 
fail’d with the Ship and Brigantine to the South- 
ward, and the next Night, by intolerable Neglect; 
they run the Morning Star upon the Grand Caimanes , 
■and wreck’d her ; the Brigantine feeing the Fate 
of her Confort, hail’d off in Time, and fo weather’d 
the illand. The next Day Captain Anfiis put in. 
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and found that all, or the greateft part of, the Crew, 
Were lafe aihore, whereupon fhe came to an An* 
chor, in order to fetch them off } and having 
brought Fenn the Captain, Philips the Carpenter, and 
a few others aboard, two Men of War came down 
upon them, viz,* theX.Hettor and Adventure , fo that 
the Brigantine had but juft Time to cut their Ca- 
ble, and get to Sea, with one of the Men of WaY af- 
ter her, keeping within Gun-fhot for feveral Hours, 
Anflis and his Crew were now under the greateft 
Confternation imaginable, finding the Gale frefhen, 
and the Man of War gaining Ground upon them, 
fo that, in all Probability, they muft have been 
Prifoners in two Hours more *, but it plealed God 
to give them a little longer Time, the Wind dying 
away, the-Pyrates got out their Oars, and row’d for* 
their Lives, and thereby got clear of their Enemy. 

The Heitor landed her Men upon the Ifland, and ~ 
took 40 of the Morning Stars Crew, without any 
Refiftance made by them *, but on the contrary, alledg- 
ing, they were forc’d Men, and that they Were glad 
of this Opportunity to efcape from the Py rates } the 
reft hid themfelves in the Woods, and could not 
b§ found. George Bradley the Mafter, and three 
more, furrender’d afterwards to a Burmudas Sloop, / 
•and were carried to that Ifland. 

The Brigantine, after her Efcape, fail’d to a imall 
Ifland near the Bay of Honduras y to clean and refit, 
and, in. her Way thither, took a Rhode Ifland Sloop, 
Captain Durfey , Commander, and two or three other 
Veffels, which they deftroy’d, but brought, all the 
Hands aboard their own. * , 

While fhe was cleaning, a Scheme was concerted 
between Captain Durfey , fome other Prifoners, and 
two or three of the Pyrates, for to feize lome of 
the Chiefs, and carry off the Brigantine } but the 
fame being difcoverecLbefore fhe was fit for failing, 
their Oefign was prevented : However, Captain 
* * Y 3* - Burfey, , 
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Durfey , and four or five more, got afhore with fbme 
Arms and Ammunition } and when the Pyrates 
Canoe came in for Water, he feiz’d the Boat with 
the Men *, upon which Anjlis ordered another Boat 
to be mann’d with 30 Hands and fent afhore, which 
was accordingly done \ but Captain Durfey , and the 
Company he had by that Time got together, gave 
them fuch a warm Reception, that they were con- 
tented to betake themfelves to their Yeffel again. 

About the beginning of December , 1722, Anfiis 
left this’ Place and return’d to the Iflands, de- 
fining to accumulate all the Power and Strength 
he could, fince there was no looking back. * He took 
in the Cruife a good Ship, commanded by Cap- 
tain Smithy which he mounted with 24 Guns, and 
Fenn> a one handed Man, who commanded the 
Morning-Star when fhe was loft, went aboard to 
command her. They cruis’d together, and took a 
Veffel or two, ‘and then went to the Bahama JJ, lands , 
and there met with what they wanted, wc. a Sloop 
loaded with Provifions, from Dublin , called the An-r 
telope . 

It was time now to think of fome Place to fit up 
and clean their Frigate lately taken, and put her 
in a Condition to do Bufinefs •, accordingly they 
pitch’d upon the Ifland of Tobago , where they arri- 
ved the beginning of April, 1723, with the Antelope 
Sloop and her Cargo. 

They fell to work immediately, got the Guns, 
Stores, and every Thing elfe out upon^the Ifland, 
and put the Ship upon the Heel *, and juft then, 
as ill Luck would have it, came in the Winchelfea 
Man of War, by Why of Vifit, which put the Ma- 
rooners into fuch a Surprize, that they fet Fire to 
the Ship and Sloop, and fled afhore to the Woods. 
Jnftisy in the Brigantine, efcap’d, by having a light 
I?air of Heels, but it put his Company intq'fuch 
a DHorder, that their Government could never 
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fet to rights again • for fome of the New-Comers, 
and thofe who had been tir’d with the Trade, put 
an End to the Reign, by fhooting Tho. Anflis in his 
Hammock, and afterwards the Quarter-M after, and 
two or three others •, the reft fiibmitting, they * 
put into Irons, and fur render’d them up, and the 
Veffel, 'dtCuracco, a Dutch Settlement, where they 
were try’d and hang’d •, and thofe concerned in deli- 
vering up the Veffel, acquitted. ^ 

But to return to Captain Fenn y he was taken ftrag- 
ling with his Gunner and three mote, a Day or two 
after their Misfortune, by the Man of War’s Men, 
and carry’d to Antegoa , where they were all execu- 
ted, and Fcnn hang’d in Chains. Thofe who re- 
main’d, ftaid fome Time in the Ifland, keeping up 
and down in the Woods, with a Hand to look out; 
at length Providence lo order’d it, that a fmall ' 
Sloop came into the Harbour, which they all got 
aboard of, -except two or three Negroes, and thofe 
they left behind. They did not think fit to purfue 
any further Adventures, and therefore unanimoufty 
refblved to fteer for England , which they according- 
ly did, and in OEtober laft came into Briftol Channel, 
funk the Sloop, and getting aflioreinthe Boat, dif- 
perfed themfelves to their Abodes. 
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H IS Reign was but fhort, but his Beginning 
fbmewhat* particular, fetting out in a fmall 
open Boat, with eight others, From New- 
fork . This was as refolute a Crew as ever went 
upon this Account : They took with them a few 
Bifcuits, and a dry’d Tongue or two, a little Cag 
of Water, half a dozen old Muskets and Ammuni- 
tion accordingly. Thus provided, they left New- 
fork the latter End of September y 1718, but it can- 
not be luppofed that fuch a Man of War as this, 
could undertake any confiderable Voyage, or at-’ 
tempt any extraordinary Enterprize ^ fb they flood 
down the Coaft, till they came to Delaware River, 
which is about 150 Miles diftant, and not meeting 
with any Thing in their Way, they turn’d up the 
lame River as high as Newcafile , near which Place 
they fell upon a Shallop belonging to George Grant , 
who was bringing Houfhold Goods, Plate, &c, 
from Oppoquenmi to Philadelphia , they made Prize 
of the moft valuable Part of them, and let the Shah 
Jop go. This Faft could not come under the Ar- 
ticle of Pyracy, it not being committed Juper ahum 
JffarC) upon the High- Sea, therefore was a fimple 

Robbery 
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Robbery only ; but they did rot Sand for a Point 
of Law in theCafe r but eafing the shallop Man of Ms 
Lading, the bold Adventurers went down the River 
again. • * . 

The Shallop came flralgbt to Philadelphia, and 
brought the ill News thither, which fe alarm'd 
the Government, as if War had been declared 
againft them ; Expreffes were lent to New-York 9 
and other Places, and feveral Veflels fitted out 
againft this powerful Rover, but to no manner of 
Purpofe ; for after feveral Days Cruize, they all 
return’d, without fb much as hearing what became 

of the Robbers. 

• r r ,% 

Worley and his Crew, in going down the River, 
met with a Sloop of Phil aid f hi a y belonging to a 
Mulatto, whom they call’d Black Rabbin ; they quit- 
ted their Boat for this Sloop, taking one of Black 
Robin's Men along with them, as they had alio 
done from George Grant , befides two Negroes, which 
encreafed the Company one Thi<d. A Bay or two 
after, they took another Sloop belonging to Hu&± 
homeward bound, which was' fomewhat fitter for 
their Purpole ; they found aboard her, Provifions 
and Necelfaries, which they flood in need of 7 and 
enabled them to profecute their Defign, in a manner 
.more fuitable to their Wifhes. 

Upon the Succefe of thele Rovers, the Gover- 
nor iffued out a Proclamation, for the apprehend- 
ing and taking allPyrates, who had refufed or neg- 
lected to furrender themfelves, by the Time limi- 
ted in hisMajefty’s Proclamation of Pardon and 
thereupon, ordered his Majefty’s Ship Phoemx y of 20 
Guns, which lay at Sandy Hooh y to Sea, to cruize 
upon this Pyrate, and fecure the Trade to that, 
and the adjoining Colonies. 

In all probability, the taking thisSloop fav’d their 
Bacons, for this Time, tho 5 they fell into the Trap 
prefently afterwards ; for they finding themfelves 
^ Y 4 in 
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in tolerable good Condition, having a Veffel newly 
cleaned, with Provifions, &c. they flood off to 
Sea, and lb miffed the Vhmix 7 who expe&ed them 
to be ftill on the Coaft. 

About fix Weeks afterwards they returned, ha- 
ving taken both a Sloop and a Brigantine, among 
the Bahama Iflands \ the former they funk, and the 
Other they let go : The Sloop belonged to New~ 
York, and they thought the finking of her good Polh 
ey, to prevent her returning to tell Tales at Home. , 

Worley had by this Time encrealed his Company 
to about five and twenty Men, had fi$ Guns 
mounted, and fmall Arms as many as were neeef* 
fary for them, and feem’d to be in a good thriving 
fort of a Way. He made a black Enfign, with a 
white Death's Head in the Middle of it, and other 
Colours fuitable to it. They all figned Articles, 
and bound themfelves under a folemn Oath, to 
take no Quarters, but to ftand by one another to 
the laft Man, which was rafhly fulfill’d a little 
afterwards, .. 

For going into an Inlet in North-Carclina 7 to 
£lean, the Governor received Information of it, and 
fitted out two Sloops, one of eight Guns, and the _ 
Qther with fix, and about feventy Men between 
them. Wo/ley had clean'd his Sloop, and fail’d ber 
fore -the Carolina Sloops reached the Place, and 
fleered to the Northward *, but' the Sloops juft mem- 
tioned, purfuing the fame Courfe, came in fight of 
Worley , as he was cruifing off the Capes of /TV- 
ginia 7 and being in the Offin, lie flood in as loon 
as he faw the Sloops, intending thereby to have 
cut them off from James River* for he verily belie- 
ved they had been bound thither, not imagining, in 
the leafl, they were in Purfuit of him. 

The two Sloops Handing towards the Capes at 
the fame Time, and Worley hoifting of his black 
Flag, the Inhabitants pf James Town were in 

the 
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the utmoft Confirmation, thinking that ^11 three 
had been Pyrates, and that their Defign , had been 
upon them \ fo that all the Ships and Veffels chat 
were' in the Road, or in the Rivers up the Bay, 
had Orders immediately to hale in to the Shore, , 
for their Security, or elfe to prepare for their De- 
fence, if they thought themfelves in a Condition 
to fight. Soon after two Boats, which were feat out ' 
to get Intelligence, came crowding in, and brought 
an Account, that one of the Pyrates was* in the ' 
Bay,. being a fmall Sloop of fix Guns. The Gover- 
nor expending the reft would have followed, 
and altogether make fome Attempt to land, fbr the 
fake of Plunder, beat to Arms, and eolle&ed all the 
Force that could be got together, to oppole them - 
he ordered all the Guns out of the Ships, to make a 
Platform, and, in fhort, put the whole Colony in a 
Wearlike Pofture *, but was very much furprifed at 
laft, to fee all the fuppofed Pyrates fighting with 
one another. - . 7 

The Truth of the Matter is, Worley gained the 
Bay, thinking to make fure of his two Prizes, 
by keeping them from coming in ^ but by the hoift- 
ing of the King’s Colours, and firing a Gun, he 
quickly was fenfible of his Miftake, and too toon 
perceived that the Tables were turned upon him ; 
that inftead of keeping them out, he found himfelf, 
by a fuperiour Force kept in. When the Pyrates 
law how Things went, they refolutely prepar’d them- 
felves for a defperate Defence •, and tho’ three to one 
odds, Worley and his Crew determined to fight to 
the laft Gafp, and receive no Quarters, agreeably 
to what they had before fworn • fb that they muft 
either Dye or Conquer upon the Spot. 

The Carolina Men gave the Pyrate a Broadfide, 
and then Boarded him, one Sloop getting upon his 
Quarter, and the other on his Bow •, Worley and 
the Crew, drew up upon the Deck, and fought 

very 
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Ter y ©bftinately, Hand to Hand, fo that in a few 
Minutes, abundance of Men lay weltering in their 
Gore,} the Py rates proved as good as their Words, 
not a Man of them cry'd out for Quarter, nor 
would accept of fuch, when offered, but were .all 
‘Jailed except the Captain and another Man, and 
th ofe very much wounded, whom they refer ved 
for the Gallows* They were brought afhore; in 
Irons, and the next Day, which was the 17th of 
February 1718-19, they were both hanged up, for 
fear they fhould dye, and evade the Punifhment as 
was thought due to their Crimes. 
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G Eorge Lowther failed out of the River of 

Thames, in one of the Royal African Com- 
pany’s Ships, call'd the Gambia Caflle , of 1 6 
Guns and 30 Men, Charles Ruffe l Commander \ of 
which Ship, the' faid Lowther was fecond Mate. 
Aboard of the fame Ship, was a certain Number 
of Soldiers, commanded by one John Majfey , who 
were to be carried to' one of the Company's Set- 
tlements, on the River of Gambia , to Garrifon a 
Fort, which was fometime ago taken and deftroy’d 
by Captain Davis the Py rate. * ». ' 

I n May 1721, the Gambia Cafilc came lafe to her 
Port in Africa , and landed Captain Mafoy and his 
Men on James* s Ifland, where he was to Command 
under the Governor, Colonel Whitney , who arrived 
there at the fame Time, in another Ship : And here, 
by a fatal Mifunderftanding, between the military 
Folks and the Trading People, the Fort and Gar- 
,rifon not only.came to be loft 3gain to the Company, 
but a fine Galley well provided, and worth 10000 L 
turned againft her Mailers, 

, ' The 
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The Names of Governor and Captain founded 
great, but when the Gentlemen found that the 
Power that generally goes along with thofe Titles, 
was overfway’d and born down'by the Merchants 
and Fa&ors, ( mechanick Fellows as they thought 
them) they grew very impatient and difatisfy’d, 
efpecially Maffey, who was very loud in his Com- 
plaints againft them, particularly at the fmall Al- 
lowance of Provifions to him and his Men- for 
the Garrifon and Governor too, were vi&ualled by 
the Merchants, which was no fmall Grievance and 
Mortification to them. And as the want of eating 
was the only Thing that made the great Sancho 
quit his Government, fo did it here rend and tare 
their’s to Pieces: For Maffey told them, that he didnot 
come there to be a Guiney Slave , and that he hadpromifed 
his Men good Treatment, and Provifions fitting for Soldiers.: 
Tloat as he had the Care of fo many of :his Majefiy’s Sub- 
jects, if they would not provide for them in a handfome 
Manner , he fhould take fuitable Meafures for the Trefer- 
v at ion of fo many of his Countrymen and Companions . 

The Governor at this Time was very ill of a 
Fever, and. Tor the better Accomodation in his 
Sicknefs, was carried aboard the Ship Gambia Ca- 
file, where he continued for about three Weeks, 
and therefore could have little to fav in this DiC* 
pute, tho’ he refolved not to ftay in a Place, where 
there was fo little Occafion for him, and where his 
Power was fo confin’d. The Merchants had cer- 
tainly Orders from the Company, to iffue the Pro- 
vifions out to the Garrifon, and {he fame is done 
along the whole Coaft *, but whether they had cut 
them fh'ort of the Allowance that was appointed 
them, I canT fay, but if they did, then is the Lofs 
of the Ship and Garrifon owing principally to 
their ill Gonduft. 
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However, an Accident that happened on Board 
the Ship, did not a little contribute to this Mis- 
fortune, which was a Pique that the Captain of 
her took againft his fecond Mate, George Lowther , ■ 
the Man who is the Subject of this fhort Hiftory * 
and who lofing his Favour, found Means to ingra- 
tiate himfeif into the good liking of the common 
Sailors, infomuch that when Captain Ruffel ordered 
him to be punifh’d, the Men took up Handfpikes, 
and threatened to knock that Man down, that offer- 
ed to lay hold of the Mate. This ferved but to 
widen the Differences between him and the Cap- 
tain, and more firmly attach’d Lowther to the; 
Ship’s Company, the greateft Part of which, he 
found ripe for any Milchief in the World. 

Captain Maffey was no wit the better reconciled 
to the Place, by a longer Continuance, nor to: the 
Ufage he met with, there, and having often Oppor- 
tunities of converging with Lowther , with whom he 
had contrasted an Intimacy in the Voyage-, they 
aggravated one another’s Grievances to fuch a 
height, that they refolved upon Meafures to curb 
the Power that controul’d them, and to provide for 
themfelves after another Manner. 

When the Governor recover’d of his Fever, he 
went afhore to the Ifiand, but took no Notice of 
Maffey* s Behaviour, tho’ it was fuch as might give 
Suipicion of what he defigned • and Lowther , and the 
common Sailors, who were in the Secret of Affairs, 
grew infclent and bold, even refufmg to obey when 
commanded to their Duty by Captain Ruffel and the 
chief Mate. The Captain feeing how Things were 
carried, goes aftiore early one Morning to the Go- 
vernor and Fa&ory, in order to hold a Council, 
which Lowther apprehending, was in order to pre- 
vent his Defign, lent a Letter in the fame Boat to 
Majfey, intimating it to him, and that he Jbould repair 
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on Boards for it was high Time to put their Pro jell in 
Execution. 

As loon as Majfey received this Letter, he went 
to the Soldiers at the Barracks, and faid to them, 
and others, Lou that have a Mind to go to England,* 
now is your Time-, and they generally con fen ting, 
Majfey went to the Store-Room, burft',open the 
Door, fet two Centinels upon it, and ordered that 
no Body fhould come near it ; then he went to the 
Governor’s ’ Apartment, and took his Bed, Bag- 
gage, Plate and Furniture, (in Expectation that 
the Governor himfelf, as he had proraifed Majjey, ' 
would have gone oh Board, which he afterwards 
refuted, by Reafon, as he faid, he believed they 
were going a- py rating ; which at firft, whatever 
Lowther deligned, Majfey certainly propofed , only 
the going to England ) when this was done, Ke 
lent the Boat off to the chief Mate, with this Mel- 
lage, That he fhould get the Guns ready, for that the 
King 0/Barro [a Negro Kingdom near the Royal 
jifrican Settlement] would come aboard to Dinner . 
But Lowther underftandingbeft, the meaning of thole 
Orders, he confined the chief Mate, fhotted the 
Guns, and put the Ship in a Condition for failing. 
In the Afternoon Majfey came on Board with the 
Governor’s Son, having fent off all the Provifions 
of the Ifland, and eleven Pipes of Wine, leaving 
only two half Pipes behind in the Store-Houfe, 
and di (mounted all the Guns of the Fort. 

In the Afternoon they weigh’d one Anchor, but 
fearing to be too late to get out of the River, they 
flipp’d the other, and fo fell down-; in doing oF 
which, they run the Ship a-ground. Majfey ihew’d 
himfeif a Soldier upon this Accident, for as foon as 
the Misfortune happen’d, he -left the Ship with 
about fixteen Hands, and rows direCtly to the 
Fort, remounts the Guns, and keeps ( Garrifbn 
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there all the Night, while the Ship was afhore * 
and obliged lbme of the Faftor y to affift in get- 
ting her clean In the mean* while, Rujfel came 
off, but not being fuffered tp, come on Board, he 
call’d to Lowther, and offered him and the Company, 
whatever Terms they would be pleafed to accept 
of, upon Condition of furrendering up the Ship, 
which had no Effeffc upon any of them. In the 
Morning they got her afloat, and fyfaffey and his 
Men came aboard, after having nailed up and dis- 
mounted all the Cannon of the Fort : They put the 
Governor’s Son, and two or three other’s afhore, who 
were not willing to go without the Governor, and 
fail’d out of the River, having exchanged feveraf 
Shot with the Martha , Otter , &c. that lay there, 
without doing Execution on either Side. 

When the Ship came out to Sea, Lowther called 
up all the Company, and- told them, it was the* 
great eft Folly imaginable , to think of returning to Eng- 
land, for what they had already done , could not be my- 
ed upon any Pretence whatfoever , but would be look'd up- 
on, in the Eye of the Law , a capital Offence, and that none of 
them were in a Condition to with ft and the Attacks of fuch 
powerful Adverjaries, as they would meet with at Homs \ 
for his Fart he was determined not to run fuch a Hazard*, 
and therefore if his Fropofal was not agreed to, he deftred 
to be fet a Shore in fome Place of Safety : That they had a 
good Ship under, them , a parcel o f brave Follows in her , 
that it was not their Buftnefs to ftarve, or be made Slaves - 
and therefore, if they were all of his Mind, they jhould 
feek their Fortunes upon the Seas , as other Adventurers had 
done before them . They one and all came into the 
Meafiires, knocked down the Cabins, ( made the 
Ship flufh fore and aft, prepared black Colours, 
new named her, the Delivery , having about 50 Hands 
and 1 6 Guns, and the following fhort Articles were 
drawn up, figned and fworn to upon the Bible* * ' 
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The Articles of Captain George Lowther, and his 

Company. ' 

" _ . A • . j ( 

i. | HE Captain is to have two full Shares \ the Ma - 
1 fier is to have one Share and a half the Do* 
Uor , Mate , Gunner , Boatfwain , a#? and a 

quarter . ' * 

2. He that Jhall be found Guilty of taking up any un- 
lawful Weapon on Board the Privateer, or any Prize, by 1 
us taken, Jo as to ftrike or abufe one another, in any re* 
gard, full fujfer what? Punishment the Captain and Majo - 
rity of the Company Jhall think (it. 

3. He that Jhall be found Guilty of Cowardice, in the 
\ Time of 'Engagement, (hall fujfer what Punijlment the 
Captain and Majority Jhall think ft. 

4. If any Gold, jewels. Silver, &c. be found on Board 
of any Prize or Prizes, to the V'alue of a Piece of Eighty 
and the Finder do not deliver it to the Quart er-Mafter, 
in the Space of 24 Hours, Jhall fujfer what Punifhment the 
Captain and Majority full think ft. 

5. He that is found Guilty of Gaming, or Defrauding 

another to the Value of a Shilling, Jhall fujfer what Pu* 
nijhment the Captain and Majority of the Company Jhall 
think fit* * • 

; 6 . He that full have the Misfortune to lofe a Limb, 
in Time of Engagement, Jhall have the Sum of one hundred 
and fifty Pounds Sterling, and remain with the Company as 
long as he Jhall think fit. 

7. Good Quarters to be given when call d for. 

8. He that fees a Sail fir ft, Jhall have the be ft Piftol y 

or Small- Arm, on Board her . • ' , ! 

t * ' t 

*. 

\t was the 1 3th of June, that Lowther left the 
Settlement, and on the 20th, being then within 
twenty Leagues of Barbadoes, he came up with a 
Brigantine, belonging to Bofton, called the Charles , 
James Douglafs Mafter, which they plundered in a 
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pyratical Manner, and let the Velftl go •' but leaft 
Jhe fljould meet with any of the Station Ships, and lb 
^ive Information of the Robbery, in Terrdr£m y to pre- 
vent a Purfuit, Lowther contrived a fort of* a Certifi- 
cate, which he direfted the Matter to fhew to th£it 

>•% f* > f ■ t n t 1 ’I JTi £ • ’'**♦ t_ 1 1 r * J ... ' 


s Confort, he pretended, was a 40 Gun Ship, 
and coming thereabouts. 

After this the Belivery "proceeded to HifpamoU ♦ 
neat* the Weft End of the Ifland flie met vvith a 
French Sloop loaden with. Wine and Brandy *, aboard 
of this VeiTel went Captain Majfey, as a Merchant, 
and ask’d the Price of one Thing, and then another, 
bidding Money for the greateft Part of the Cargo \ 
but after he had trifled a while, he whifper’d a 
Secret in the French Man’s Ear, viz.. Tlmt they muStr 
have it all without 'Money. Monfieur prefently under* 
flood his Meaning, and unwillingly agreed t6 the 
Bargain. They took out o r her thirty Casks of 
Brandy, five Hogfheads of Wine, feveral Pieces of 
Chintzes, and other valuable Goods, arid about 70 L 
tenglijhy in Money • of which Lowther generoufly re- 
turn’d jhre Pounds back to the French Matter for his 


Civilities. 

But as all Conftitu tions : grow old, and 
lhake and totter, fo did our Commonwealth in 
about a Month of its Age, feel Commotions and in* 
teftine Difturbances, by the Divifions Of its Mem- 
bers, which had near hand terminated in its De- 
ftrudion % thefe civil Difcords were owing to 
the following Occafion. Captain had been 

a Soldier alrrioft from his Infancy, but was but very 
indifferently acquainted with Maritime Affairs; and 
having^ an enterprising Soul, nothing would fatisfy 
'him, but he mutt be doing Bufiaefs in his own 
Way, therefore he required. Lowthef to let him have 
thirty Hands to land with, and he would attack 
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the Settlements, and bring aboard the Devil 
and all of Plunder. ' , r;r <4, >' 

Lowther did all that he couid do, and laid all 
that he could fay, to diilwade Majfey from fb ralh 
and dangerous an Attempt $ pointing out to him 
the Hazard the Company would run, arid the Con- 
sequences to them ai), if he fhOuld not fucceed, and 
the little Likelihood there Was to expett Succefs 
from the Undertaking : But ’twas all one for that, 
Majfey would go and attack the French . Settlements, 
for any thing Lowther could fay againft it; fb that 
he was obliged to propofe the Matter to the Com- 
pany, among whom Majfey found a few Fellows 
as refblute as himfeif - however, a great Majori- 
ty being againft it, the Affair was over-ruled in 
Oppoiltion to Captain Majfey , notwithftanding 
which, Majfey grew ' fra&ious, quarrelled with 
Lowther and the Men divided into Parties,* fbme 
fiding with the Land Pyrate, and fbme with the 
Sea Rover, and were all ready to fall together by 
the Ears, when the Man at the Maft-Head cry’d 
out, A Sail l A Sail ! then they gave over the Difc 
pute, fet all their Sails, and fleered after the Chace. 
ilia few Hours they came up with her, Ihe being 
a fmall Ship from Jamaica , bound to England ' they 
took what they thought fit out of her, and. a Hand 
or two, and then Lowther was for linking the Ship, 
withfiveral Pailengersthat were in her, for what 
Reafon I know not, but Majfey lb that he interpoled, 
prevented their cruel Fate, and the Ship fafely ar- 
rived afterwards in England . • 

The next Day they took a fmall Sloop, an 
interloping Trader, which they detain’d Avith her 
Cargo. All this while Majfey was uneafy/ and de- 
clared his Refolution to leave them, and Lowther 
finding him a very troubleibme Man to deal with, 
contented that he Ihould take the Sloop, laft made 
Prize of^ with what Hands had a Mind to go 
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with him, and fhifc.for himfeif. Whereupon Majfey y 
with about ten more Malecontents, goes aboard 
the Sloop? and comes away in her dire&ly for Ja T 
maka. :» ffyikirlu dd ,v ,:i i* : * -- ; 

Notwithftanding what hadpaffed, Captain Majfey 
puts a bold Face upon the Matter, and goes to Sir 
Nicholas Laws , the Governor,* informs him of his 
leaving Letter the rPy rate* :0Wns, Thdt he affiffed in 
going off ’frith thi Shipf at tht\Rwer Gambia } but laid, 
? twas to favi fo many off his Majefly* s Subjects from perijh~ 
ingy and that his Dejign/wasto return to England *, hut 
Lowther conffpiring with .the greater Part off the Company y 
went a ! py rating > with the Ship y and that he had, taken this 
Opportunity to leave him y and ffurrender himffdff and Feff* 
ffet to his Excellency v,b ;> rAr/'rn^., ::'v,rv * ,r/- r ", ; 

Majfey was. very well received by the Governor,' 
and had his Liberty given him,' with a Promife of 
his Favour, and fo forth ? and, at his A own Re- 
queft, he was lent on Board' the Happy Sloop, Cap- 
tain Laws , r to cruiie off. Hifpaniola y for Lowther j 
-but not being fo fortunate as to meet with him. 
Captain Majfey l returned back to ij ammcain the 
Sloop, and getting /a Certificate, and- a Supply of 
Money/ from the Governor, he came home Paifen- 
ger to England. ; ' 

When Majfey came to. Town j he writes a long 
Letter to the Deputy /Governor and Direftors Of 
the African Company? wherein he imprudently re- 
lates the whole Tranfa&ions of his Voyage, the 
going off .with the Ship,: and the Afts of Pyracy he 
had committed with Lowther } but excufes it as 
Ralhnefs and Inadvertency in himfeif, occafioned by 
his being ill ufed, contrary to the Promifes that had 
been made >him^ and the Expeftations he * had en- 
tertained .but own’dj that he deferved to dye for 
what he had done % yet, if they had Generofity 
tndugh to forgive him, as he was ftill capable to 
do them Service, a Soldier, fohe fhould be ye- 
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ry ready to do it ; but if they refolded to profecute 
him, he begg’d only this Favour, that he might 
not be hang’d like a Dog, but to die like'a Soldier, 
as he had been bred from his Childhood, that -'is, 
that he might be foot. •< •' . ' f .• tf i ... so. 

, This was the Subftance of the Letter,; which, , 
however, did not produce fo favourable an Anfwer 
as he hoped for, Word being brought back to 
him, That he Jhould he fairly bang'd. Whereupon, 
Afajfey relolved not -'to be out of the Way, when 
he found what important Occalion there was like- 
ly to be for him, but takes a Lodging in Alderfgate- 
Street, the next Day went to the Lord Chief Juftice’s 
Chambers, and enquired, if my Lord had granted 
a Warrant againft Captain John Maffey y for Pyracy : 
But being told by the Clerks, that they knew of 
no fuch Thing •, he informed them,* he was the 
Man, that- my Lord would foon be apply’d to for 
that Purpofe, and the ' Officer might come to him 
at fuch a Place, where he lodg’d : They took the 
Directions in Writing, and, in a few. Days, a War- 
rant- 'being iffued, the Tipftaff went direCtly, by 
his own Information^ and apprehended him, with- 
out any other Trouble, than walkings* to his 
Lodging. • I > : •. 

There was then no Perlbn in Town to. charge 
him with any Fa£t, upon which he could be com- 
mitted •, nor could the Letter be proved to be of 
his Hand-Writing, fb that they had been obliged 
to let him go again, if he had not helped his Ac- 
cufers out at Pinch : The Magiftrate was reduced 
to the putting of this Queftion to him, Did you mite 
this Letter ? lie anfwered, He did : . And not only 
that, but confefled all the Contents of it ; upon 
which, he was committed to Nervgate, hut was af- 
terwards -admitted to a hundred Pounds Bail, or 
thereabouts. 

^ -* * - ^ ' 
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« On the 5 th of July 1723, he was brought to his 
TryaJ, at a Court of Admiralty held at the Old - 
Batty , when .Captain Rujfel , Governor- Whitney's 
Son, and others, appeared as Evidences, by whom 
the Indictment was plainly proved,, again# him; 
which, if it had not been done, the Captain was of 
fuGh an heroick Spirit, that he would have deny’d 
nothing for inftead of making a Defence, he; on- 
ly entertained the Court with a long Narrative of 
his Expedition, from the firft fettingout, to his Re- 
turn, to England^ mentioning two Afts of Pyracy 
committed by him, which he was not charged With, 
often challenging the Evidences to contradift him^ 
if in any Thing he related the leaft Syllable of an 
Untruth ; and inftead of denying the 'Crimes fet 
forth in the Indictment, he charged himfelf with \ 
various Gircumftances, which fixed the FaCts more ' 
home upon; him. Upon the whole, the Captain 
was found Guilty, received Sentence of Death, 
and was executed three Weeks after, at Executi- 

cn-Dock. r V \ v , v ’ ' , " . 

We return now to Lowther, whom we left crui- 
ling off Hifpaniola, from whence he plyed to Wind- v 
ward, and, near Torto Rico , chafed two Sail, and fpoke 
with them ; they proving to be a fmall Briflol Ship, 
commanded ,by Captain Smith , and a Spamjh Pyrate, 
who had made Prize of the faid Ship. Lowther exami- 
ned into the Spaniard's Authority for taking an Engttflj * 
Veifel, and threatened to put every Man of them to 
death, for Jo,; doing ; fo that the Spaniards fancied 
themfelves to be in a very pittiful Condition, till 
Matters cleared up,, and they found their Matters 
as great Rogues as themfelves, from whom fome 
Mercy might be expe&ed, in regard to the neat* 
Relation they flood with them, as to theii' ProfeP- 
fion v in ftioft, Lowther.. firft rifled, and then burnt 
both the Ships, lending the Spaniards away in their 
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Launch, and .turning all the Endijh' Sailors into 
Pyrates. : ‘ ° - c f , 

After a few Days Cruife, Lowther took a fmall 
Sloop belonging to St. Chriflophers, which they 
manned and carried along with them : *to a fmall 
Ifland, where they cleaned, and flay’d fome Time 
to take their Diverfions," which confifted in un- 
heard of Debaucheries, with drinking, {wearing, 
and rioting, in which there feemed*to be a kind 
ofEmulation among them, refembling rather Devils 
than Men, ftriving who fhould out do one another 
in new invented Oaths and Execrations. 

They all got aboard about Chriftmas , obferving 
neither Times nor Seafons, for perpetrating their 
villainous Actions, and failed towards* the Bay of 
fionduras } but flopping at the Grand Gaimanes for 
/Water, they met with a fmall Veffel with 13 
Hands, in the fame honourable Employment ‘with 
themfelves y the Captain of this Gang 5 was one 
Edward Lowe y whom we fhall particularly difcourfe 
of in a Chapter by it felf: Lowther received them 
as Friends, and treated them with all imaginable 
Refpeft, inviting them, as they were few in Num- 
ber, and in no Condition * to purfue the Account, 
(as they called it) to join their Strength together, 
which on the Confederation aforefaid, was accepted 
of, Lowther ftill continuing Commander, and Lowe 
was made Lieutenant: The Veffel the new Pyrates 
pame out of, they funk, and the Confederates proceed 
on the Voyage as Lowther before intended. 

The 10th of January y the Pyrates came into the 
Bay, and fell upon a Ship of 200 Tun, called the 
Greyhound , Benjamin Edwards Commander, belong- 
ing to Bofion * Lowther hoifted his pyraticai Co- 
lours, and fired a Gun for the Greyhound to bring to, 
which ffie .refufing, the Happy Delivery (the Name 
©f the Pyrate) edg’d 4 own, and gave her a Broad- 
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fide, which was returned by Captain Edwards very 
bravely, and the Engagement held for an Hour ; 
but Captain Edwards , finding the Pyrate too ftroog 
for him, and fearing the Conlequence of too ob- 
ftinate a Refiftance againft thole lawlefs Fellows, 
Ordered his Enfign to be i ftruck. The Pyrates 
Boat came aboard, and not only rifled the Ship, but 
whipp’d, beat, and cut the Men in a cruel Manner, 
turned- them aboard their own Ship, and then 
let Fire to their’s. ^ '■ ; - / 

In cruifing about the Bay, they met and took le~ 
veral other Veflels without any Refiftance, » 
two Brigantines of Bofion in JSfew-Englandy one of 
which they burnt, and funic the other; a Sloop 
belonging to Con?j eel lent y Captain Airsy which they 
<01b burnt • a Sloop of Jardaica 7 Captain Hamilton + 
they took for their own Ufe ; a Sloop of Virginia 
they unladed, and was lb generous as to give her 
back * to the Mafter that own’d her. They took 
a Sloop of Too Ton, belonging to Rhode Ifland , 
which they were plealed to keep, and mount 
with eight Carriage, and ten Swivel Guns." 

With this little Fleet, viz^ Admiral Lowther , in 
the Happy Delivery ; Captain Lew y in the Rhode JJland 
Sloop ; Captain Harris , (who was lecond Mate in 
the Greyhound when taken,,) in Hamilton s Sloop, and 
the little Sloop formerly mentioned, lerving as a 
Tender; I lay, with this Fleet the .Pyrates left 
theBay, and came to Port Mayo in the Gulph of 
Matiqiie, and there made Preparations to careen ; 
they carried afliore all their Sails, and made Tents 
by the Water-Side, wherein they laid their Plunder, 
Stores, &c. and fell to work; and at the Time 
that the Ships were upon the Heel, and the good 
Folks employ’d in heaving down, limbing, tallow- 
ing, and fb forth ; of a fudden came down a confi- 
derable^Body of the Natives, and attack’d the Py- 
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rates unprepared, -As they were in no Condition 
to defend thgmfelves, they fled Xo their S^pop^/lea^ 
ving them Mailers of the Field and the Spoil thereof* 
which was of great Value, and fet Fire to the Hap- 
py Delivery i their capital Ship. . V’ * { 

Lowthemx lade the beft Provifion he could in the 
largeft Sloop, which he called the Manger, having 
ten Guns and eight Svnyelsj and fixe failing beft, the 
Company went all aboard of her, and left the other 
at Sea. Provifions was now very fhort, which, 
with the late Lofs, put them in a confounded dll 
Humour, infomuch that they were every now and 
then going together by the Ears, laying the Blame 
of their ill. Conduct fometimes upon one, then up- 
pn another. . ■> , r 

The Beginning of they got tq the- 
Wefi-Indks, and near the Ifland of tppfe 

a Brigantine, one Payne Mafter, that afforded. them 
what -they flood in need of, - which put ~ them 
in better .Temper, and Bufmefs feemed tp go on 
well again. After they had pretty well plundered 
the m^w*;^y { :te£ $eV~to the Bottom; -They, 
went into the Ifland and watered, and men flood 
to the Northward, intending to vifit the Main-Goaft 

«... * • « « X J* *• * 1-' -if*** ■i- «A .O J Ut > *■ ^ ^ ; U x '■ •* ’uwJL. j? *Jf *,*»*<*{ 
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In the Latitude of 38, they took a Brigantine 
called the Rebecca of Bo (ton, Captain Smithy pound 
thither from St. Chriftophers. •> At the taking of this 
Vellel, the -Crews divided ; for L,0n?, whom 

jomed at the Grand Caimanes- proving always a 
very^ unruly Member, of the iCommon wealth, aU 
*" n,TC With the PrO- 


ways alpirmg, and - never iatisfy d 
ceedmas of the Commander 1 he thought it the 
fafeft Way to get rid /of him, upon any Terms • 
and according to the. f Voteof the Company! they 
parted fhe Bear Skin between them ; Low with 44 

Hands went aboard the Btfgantine, and Lopther 

t -v. N ■■ • »- ■■'■•. with 
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with the lame Number flay’d in the Sloop, and, 
feparated. that j ver.y-i Night, : being the 28th ofc 
M< 4 ) 1722, * + > 1 ry * ft *• ^ A 

* .. fjwtker, proceeding on his Way to the Main-. 
Coaft, took three or four fifhing Veflels off JSTew-York f 
which was no great Booty to the Captors. The 3d 
of June, they met with a fmall New-England Ship^ 
bound home from Barbadoes , which flood an Attack 
a f^iall Time j but finding it to no Purpole, yielded 
herfelf a Prey to the Booters ; -The Pyrates took 
out of her fourteen Hogfheads of Rum, fix Barrels 
of Sugar, a large Box of English Goods, feveral 
Casks of Loaf Sugar, a confiderable Quantity of 
Pepper, fix Negroes, befides a Sum of Money and 
Plate, and then let her go on her Voyage. - 

" The next Adventure was not fo fortunate for 
them, for coming pretty near the Coaft of South* 
Carolina , they met with a Ship juft come out, on 
her Voyage to England *, Lowther gave her a Gun * 
and hoifted his pyratical Colours y but this Ship, 
which was called the Amy y happening to have a 
brave gallant Man to command her, who was not 
any ways daunted with that terrible Enfign, the 
black Blag, he, inftead of ftr iking immediately, as 
? tvvas expected,, letrfly ajBroadfide at thePyrate. 
ther ^ not at ah pleaded - with the Qpmpliment, tho’ 
he put up with it for the prelent) was for taking 
Leave -, but thoAmy getting the Pyrate between 
her^aud the Shore, flood after him to clap him^ 
aboard *, to prevent which, Lowther run the Sloop, 
a-around, and landed all the Men with their Arms. 
Captain Cwatkins. the Captain of the Amy. was; 
obliged to ftand off, for fear of r running his owi* 
Ship 1 afh6re ^vbiit /at the fame Time thought fit 
for the publick Good, to deft roy the Enemy \ and 
thereupon went into the Boat, and rowed towards 
the Sloop, in order to fet her , on Fire ; but before 
he reached the VelTel, a fi^tal Shot fx om- Lowthcrh 
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Company afhore, put an 'End to their Defign and 
Captain Gwatkirfs Life#' : After this unfortunate 
Bfow, the Mate returned aboard with the Boat, 
and not being endined to pur foe them any farther, 
took Charge of the Ship. *' / ' 0 1 ^ 

* Lowther got off the Sloop after the Departure of 
the Amy, and brought all his Men aboard againJ 
but was in a poor foattered Condition, having fof£ 
fered much ip the Engagement,* and had a great 
many Men kill’d and wounded : He made Shift to 
get into an Inlet feme where in North-Carolina, where 
he ftaid a long while before he was able to put to 

oea again, . wC <w -W* ^ -4 .*1 <4- »<• mi m* <?•' * ^ fM A * ^ 4 *» ***4, * ' '• M' 4 * t Jr 

J ' He ^hd-his 'Crew laid up alb the "Winter, anct 
Jhifted as well * as they could 'among the WoodS^ 
divided themfelves into final! Patties, and hunted 
generally in the Day Times, killing of black Cat r 
tie, Hogs, ; Crc. for their Subfiftanee, and an the 
Night retired to their Tents and Huts, which they 
made for Lodging y and fometimes when the Wea-' 
ther grew very cold, they would flay "aboard of, 
their Sloop. ;/ 1 4 ' v.i .hi ~v n 

** In the Spring of the Year 1723, they made Shift 
to get to Sea, and fleered their 1 Cour fe for New-, 
fbundland, and upon the Banks took a Scboner, OalPd 
the Swift, John Hood Matter; they found a good' 
Quantity of Prdvifions aboard her, which- they 1 
very much wanted at that Time, and after taking 
three of their Hands, and plundering her of what' 
they ^thought fit, they let her depart. They took 
feveral other Veffels upon the Banks, and in the 
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yed at the Wefi-hdi'esy 1 .lft tfieif ^ Paflage tlfither, 
they met with a Brigantine, called the John and Eli- 
zabeth, Richard St army M after, bound for Boflon, 
which they plundered, took two of her Men, and f 
A\ (charged her. ' * . ' '' * 
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* : Lowtber cruifed a pretty while among the'Iflands 
without any textraordinary- : Succefs, and was redu- 
ced to a very r final 1 Allowance of Provifions, , till 
they had the' lubk to fall in' w i tK * ‘i'fylartmco Mahi£ 
which prdv'efd v ^fekfbnable Belief to them j andf 
after that, & Gurney Titan had the ill Fortune to be* 
corne a PrlyWthe RoveVs } ihe jvas^called the 
cefs y Captain Wicifted Commander!* ? :r l 
It was now thought neceiTary to look out for a 
Place to clean, their Sloop in, and prepare for new 
AdVenthres : Accordingly the Tfland of Blaftca was 
pitched upon for that Purpofe,’ which lies in the? 
Latitude of 1 1° 56:1x1. N. about 3 '6 Leagues 
the Main of the Spanijh America^ between the Iflands 
oFMargaritaand Rocas y and not far IxottHTortuga. It is 
a low even Ifland^ but healthy " and dry, uninhabi- 
ted, and about two Leagues in Circumference, with 
Plenty of Lignum Vitae Trees thereon, growing 
in Spots, with fhrubby Bufhes of other Wood about 
them. There are, befides T ur tie, great Numbers of 
Guanoes, which is an amphibious Creature like a 
Lizard, but much larger, the Body of it being as 
big as a Man’s Leg ; they are very good to eat, 
and are much ufed by the Py rates. that come here : 
They are o{ divers Colours, but : fuch as live upon 
dry Ground,- as here at Blanco , are commonly yel- 
low. On the N. W. End of this Ifland, there is 
a fmall Cove or fandy Bay, all round the -reft of < 
the Ifland is deep ’Water, and fteep clofe to the 
ifland. Here Lowther reforted to, the . Beginning 
of OClober laft, unrigged his Sloop, fent his Guns^ 
Sails, Rigging, &c. afhore, and put his VefTel upon 
the Careen. The Eagle Slpop of Barbadoes y belong- 
ing to the South-Sea Company, with 35 Hands, com- 
manded 5 by Walter Moore y coming near this Ifland, 
in her Voyage to Comen a y on the" Syamjb Continent, 
faw the find Sloop juft careen’d, with her Guns dut£ 
^nd Sails unbent, which flie fuppofed to be a Pyrate, 
W% r . ' _ ' , , becaufe 
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becaufe it was a Place, where Traders did not com- 
monly life, fo took the Advantage pf attacking 
her, as ihe was then unprepared ; the Eagle having 



Head, as it were to bid Defiance to her ; but when 
they found Moore and his Crew relblved to board 
them in good earneft, the Pyrates cut their Cable 
and bawled their Stern ou Shores which obliged 
the Eagle to come to, an Anchor a-thwart their 
Ha wife, where ihe engaged them till they called 
for Quarter and ftruck; at which Time Lowther 
and twelve of the Crew made their Efcape out of 
the CabinWindow. The Matter of the Eagle got 
the \ Py rate Sloop off, lecurjed ' her, and went 
afliore with 25 Hands, in Pur Jfiiit of Lowther and his 
Gang ; but after five Day’s fearch, they could find 
but five of them, . which they brought aboard, 
and then proceeded with the Sioop and Pyrates to 
Comem aforef aid, where they loon arrived. 

The Spanish Governor being informed of this 
brave Aftidv condemned the Sloop to the Captors; 
and f^nt a fmall Sloop with 23 Hands to fcower 
the Bufhes and other Places of thelflandof Blanco , 
for the Pyrates that, remained > there, and took four 
more, with leven ttnall Arms, leaving behind them 
Captain Lowther , three Men, and a little Boy, which 
they coil Id not take; the above four the Spaniards 
try ’4 and condemned to Slavery for Life ; three to 
the Gallies, «and the other to, the Cattle of Ar- 
rarta* ... ,-r, ,v r f: f 

The Eagle SloQpj:brought all.their Priloners a& 
'terivards to St.'Chrifiep^s, where* the following 
were try M by a Court of Vice, Admiralty, there 
held : March the nth, .1722; * viz* John Chur chilly 
Edward Mackdonaldy Nicholas Lewis , Richard We fly 
Sam . Lever cot t 7 Robert • Whit e , John Shaw , Andrew Hun- 
ter* Jonathan Delve , Matthew Freebarn* Henry Wat- 
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forty Roger Grange , Ralph Candor , and Robert Willis j 
the three laft were acquitted, the other thirteen 
were found Guilty, two; of which were recoup 
mended to Mercy by the Court, and accordingly 
pardoned , and the reft executed at that liland, on 
the 20th of the fame Months, j i/ ' • 

As for Captain Lowther, it is laid that he after-' 
wards foot himfelf upon that fatal Hland, where 
hisPyracies ended, being found, by fome Sloop’s 
Men, dead, and a Piftol burft by his Side. 
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And his Crew. 


E Edward Low was born in Wefimififler y and had 
his Education there, liich as it was, for he 
could neither write or read. Nature feenfd 
to have defigned him for a Py rate from his Child- 
hood, for very early he began the Trade of plun- 
dering, and was wont to raiie Contributions among 
all the Boys of Wefiminfter, and if any were bold 
enough to refufe it, a Battle was the Confequence ; 
but Low was lb hardy, as well as bold, there was 
no getting the better of him, fb that he robbed 
the -Youths of their Farthings, with Impunity y 
when he grew bigger he took to Gaming in a low 
Way, for it was commonly among the Footmen 
in the Lobby of the Houle of Commons, where he 
ufed to play the whole Game, (as they term it,)- 
that is, cheat all he could, and thofe who pretended 
to difpute it with him, muft fight him. 
s The Virtues of Tome of his Family were equal 
to his } one of his Brothers was a Youth of Genius* 
when he was but feven Years old, he ufed to be 
carried in a Basket, upon a Porter’s Back, into a 
Crowd, and (hatch Hats and Wigs; According to 
" ' the 
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the exaft Chronology o£ Newgate, he was thefirft 
who praftifed :this ingenious Trick.'i /After this* 
he applied .hiinfelfqto:. picking of<.Pockets y wihea 
he increafed in, (.Strength,' he: attempted greater^ 
Things,, fuch as,;Hou(e-breaking, &cl But after - 
he had run a ihort Race, he had. the Misfortune of 
ending his Days at Tyburn , in Company with Stephen 
Bunct , and the celebrated Jach Hdl - the Chimney- 
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* Bu|: to return to Ned, when. lie came to Man’s 
Eftate, at his eldeft Brother’s Defire, he went lx) 
Sea with him, and: fo continuecffor three orfour 
VJfears, and then, parted j , and Ned work’d in a Rig- 
ging-Houfe in Bo ft on in New+EngUncl) for a while* 
About fix Years ago, he took a Trip home to J 
land, to fee his Mother, : who is yet Living.- His 
Stay was not long here ; but taking Leave of his 
Friends and Acquaintance, for the laft Time he 
ihould fee them ^ for lo he was pleafed to fay • he 
returned to rBofton^ hand work’d a Year or two lon- 
ger at the Rigging Bufinefs. But being too apt to 
difagree with his Matters, he left them, and ihipp’d 
himfelf in a :; Sloop that was bound to the Bay of 
Honduras . v;’> J.},. : •; • • * :jo/< 

Vi When the Sloop arrived in the Bay, Ned Low 
was appointed Patron of the Boat, which was em- 
ploy’d in cutting 'Of Logwood,; and bringing it 
aboard to lade the Ship \ for that is the Commo- 
dity they make the Voyage for: In the Boat were 
twelve Men befides-Zcm?, who all go arm’d,;; be- 
caufe of the Spaniards , from whom this Logwood 
is but little ‘ better; than ftole. It r happened that 
the Boat one Day came aboard juft before Dinner 
was ready, and Low defired that they might ftay and 
Dine} but the Captain, being in a Hurry for his 
Lading, ordered them a Bottle of Rum, and to 
take t’other Trip, becaufe no Time fliouldbeloft: 
This provoked the Boat’s Crew, but particularly 

Low 
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Lowy who takes up a loaded Mui^uet and fires at 
the Captain, but; : miffing him, fliot another poor 
Bellow thro 5 the Head, then put off the Boat, and 
xvith his twelve Companions • goes- to Sea i The ' 
next Day they took a fmall Veffel, and go in her, 
make a black Flag* and declare War againft all the 
World. 'v::. < . . -wT' ; 

- . They then proceeded to thelfland of the Grand 

Caimanes , intending to have fitted up their fmall 
Veflel, and prepare themfelves as well as their Cir- 
fcumftances would permit, for their honourable 
Employment ; but falling in Company with George 
Lowther , another Py rate there, who paying his Com- 
pliments to ion?, as great Folks do to one another 
when they meet, and offering himfelf as an Ally ; 
Low accepted of the Terms, and fb the Treaty was 
prelently fign’d withdut Plenipo’s or any other For- 
mantles. • ' ^ * * *• '.>**■>*■-**.- *-< ■ » 

i % 

t i We have already given an Account of their joynt 
By facies, under Lowther as chief Commander, till 
the -28th of Mrffi 1722, wheh thly took a- Bri- 
gantine of Bo jlon 7 bound thither from St.* Chriflo - 
phers? at which T ime they parted, and Edward Low 
went into the Brigantine, with forty four others, 
who chofe him -their Captain : - 4 hey took * with 
" them" two Guns^ four Swivels, fix Quarter-Casks 
of Powder, ProVifions and lome Stores, and fo left 
Lowther to profecute his Adventures, with the Men , 
he had left, ku ;r.ip' / f c, >: ^ 

- Their firft Adventure in the Brigantine, was on 
Sunday the 3d Day of June, wheri they took a Vet 
fel belonging to Amboy , John Hance Matter, whom 
he rifled of his ProVifions, and let go ; the fame 
Day he met with a Sloop, James Calquhoon Matter, 
oif of Rhode' Jjlaridy bound into that Port, whom he 
firft plundered,- and then-cut away his Boltfprit* 
and' all his Rigging, alfo his Sails from the Yards^ 
and wounded the Matter, to prevent his getting 

in 
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an to give Intelligence^ and then flood away to the 
South-Eaftward, with all the Sail he could make.* 
there being then but little. Wind* '., v 

Low judged right in making fail from the Coafly 
for; a longer flay had* proved fatal to him, for 
no tw i thftaiidi n g the difabled Condition he had, 
rendered the Sloop in* fhe made flaift to get i#to 
j B loch IJland, at 1 r o’Clock that Night, and imme-* 
diately difpatched a Whale-Boat \to iRkode Jfland, 
which got thither by feven the next Morning, with 
an Account of the Pyrate, his Force, and what 
had happened to him: As loon as the Governor 
had received this Information, he ordered a Drum ■ 
to beat up for Volunteers, and two of the beft 
Sloops then in the Harbour, to be fitted out : He 
gave Commilflons to one Captain John Headland, 
and Captain John Brown , jun. for ten Days ^ the 
former had eight Guns and two Swivels, and the 
latter *fix Guns^ well fitted with fmall Arms, and' 
in both Sloops 140 flout Fellows ^ all 'this was 
performed with fo much Expedition, that before 
Sun-fet, they \tfere under Sail, turning out of the 
Harbour, at the fame .Time the Pyrate was feen 
from Block IJlandj which gave great Hopes that the 
Sloops would be Mafters of her the next Day, which 
however did not happen, for the Sloops returned in- 
to Harbour fome Days afterwards, without fb much 
as feeing their Enemy. ? 

’« r After this Efcape, Captain Low, went into Port^' 
upon the Coaft, for he had not frefh Water enough ' 
to run to the Iflands, where he ftaid a few Days 
getting Provifions and what Neceffaries, the Grevv 
wanted, and then failed for Purchafe* (as they call 
it) fleering their Courfe towards Marblehead. 

About the nth* of July 7 t he Brigantine failed 
into the Harbour of Port Rofemary , and there found 
thirteen Ships and Velfels, but none of Force at 
Anchor^ they fpread their WackFlag, and ran in 
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among them \ Low telling them from the Brigan- 
tine, they fliould have no Quarters if they re- 
fitted •, in the mean Time they mann’d and arm’d ' 
their Boat, and took Polfelfion of every one of 
them, plundered them of what they thought fit, 
and converted -one to their own Ufe, viz,, a Scoo- 
ner of 80 Tuns, aboard of which they put i-o Car- 
riage Guns, and 50 Men, and Low him (elf went" 
Captain, and nam’d her ■ the Raney, making one 
Charles Harris , (who was at firft forced into their 
Service put of the Greyhound of Bofton , by Low they, 
of which Ship Harris was fecond Mate) Captain of 
the Brigantine : Out ofthefe VeiTels they took feve- 
ral Hands, and encreafed the Company to So Men, 
who all figned the Articles, fome willingly, and 
a few perhaps by Force, and fo failed away* from 
Marblehead. - ' • > “ 

Some Time after this, they met with two Sloops 
bound for Boflon, with Provifions for the Garrifbn, 
and the Scooner coming' up firft, attacked them, 
but there happening to be an Officer and fbme Sol- 
diers on Board, who gave them a warm Reception, 
Low chofe to ftay till he fliould be joyned by the 
Brigantine } in the mean while the Sloops made 
the beftof their Way, and the Pyrates gave them 
Chace two Days, and at laft loft fight of them in 
a Fog. - 

They now fleered for the Leeward Iflands, but 
in their Voyage met with fuch a Hurricane of 
Wind, that the like had not been known *, the 
Sea rai| Mountains high, and feemed to threaten 
them every Moment with Deftru&ion \ it was no 
Time now to look out for- Plunder, but to fave 
themfelves, if poffible, from perifhing. All Hands 
were continually employed Night, and Day, on 
Board the Brigantine, and all little, enough, for 
the Waves went over her, fo that they were forced 
to keep the pump conftanfly going, befides baling 
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tvith Buckets ; but finding themfelves not able to 
keep her free*, and feeing the utmoft Danger before 
their Eyes, they turn’d to the Takle, and hoifted out 
their Provifions, and other heavy Goods, and threw 
therti over-board, with fix of their Guns, lb that 
by lightening the VeiTel, ihe might rife to the Top 
Of the Sea with the Waves : They were alfb going 
to ctit away their Maft } but confidering how darn 
gei ous v it would be, to be left in fuch a Condition, 
they refolved to delay it to the laft, which was 
Prudence in them to do*, for a Ship without Maft^ 
Or Sails, lies like a Log upon the Water, and if at- 
tack’d, muff fight with Disadvantage, the working 
of her being the moft artful Part of the Engage- 
ment, becaufe fhe may fometimes bring all her great 
Guns on one Side, to bear upon her Enemy, when 
the difabled Ship can do little or nothing. / . \ 

But to proceed ^ by their throwing over-board 
the heavy Goods, the Veffel made confiderable lefs 
Water, and they could keep it under with the 
Pump only, which gave them Hopes and new Life } 
fo that inftead of cutting all away, they took ne~ 
ceffary Meafures to fecure the Maft, by making 
Preventor-Shrowds, &c. and then wore and lay too 
upon the other Tack, till the Storm was over. The 
Scooner made fbmewhat better Weather of it, of 
the two, but was pretty roughly handled not-* 
withfianding, r having fplit her Main-fail, fprung 
her Boltfprit, and cut her Anchors from her 
Bows. The Brigantine by running away to Lee- 
ward, when flie wore upon the Larboard Tack, had 
loft Sight of the Scooner } but not knowing whe- 
ther fhe might be fafe or not, as fbon as the Wind 
abated, fhe let her Main-Sail and Top-Sail, and 
made fliort Trips to Windward } and the next 
Day had the good Fortune to come in Sight of 
their Confort, who, upon a* Signal, which the other 
knew, bore down to her, and the Crew w^re over-®. 
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joy’d to meet again, after fiich ill Treatment from 
the Winds and -Seas, . , , ,, * - . ' j [ 

After the Storm^ Low got fafe to. a final! Ifland, 
one of the Wea thermo ft of the Carlbhees, and there 

y N -f 

fitted their Veilels 5 as well as the Place could af- 
ford • they got Erovifions of the Natives, in ex- 
change. for Goods of their own ; and as foon as 
the Brigantine was ready, ’twas judg’d,, neceffary" 
to take a fTiort Cruize, and leave the Scooner in 
the Harbour till her Return. The Brigantine- 
fail’d out accordingly, and had not been out many 
_ Days before they met a Ship at Sea, that had loft 
all her Mafts ; on Board of whom they went, and 
took from her in Money and Goods, to the Value 
of iooo,/\ and fo left her in the Condition they 
found her : This Ship was bound home from Bar- 
i badoesy * but iofing her Mafts in the late Storm, was 
making for Antegoa y to xefit, . where fixe afterwards 
arriv d. . • . , • ... 

The Storm juft fpoken of, was found to have 
done incredible Damage in thofe Parts of the 
World ; but however, it appear’d to have been more 
violent at Jamaica, both to the Ifland and Shipping, 
there was fuch a prodigious Swell of the Sea, that 
feverai hundred Tuns of Stones and Rocks, were 
thrown over the Wall of the Town of Tort Royal , and 
the Town it felf was overflowed, and above half 
deftroy’d, there being the next Morning five Foot 
Water from one End to the other ; the Cannon of 
Fort Charles were difinounted, and fbme wafhed 
into the Sea, and four, hundred People loft their 
Lives; a more melancholly Sight was fcarce ever 
feen when the Water ebb’d away, all the Streets' 
being covered With Ruins of Houles, Wrecks of 
Veffels, and a great Kumber of dead Bodies,, for., 
forty Sail of Ships, in the Harbour, were call 
away. . . v. . ( 
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The Brigantine return’d to the Ifiand* where 
fhe had left the Scooner, who being ready; to fail, 
it was put to the Vote' of the Company,, what 
Voyage to take .next 7 and herein they follow’d the 
Advice of the Captain, who thought it notadyfle- 
able to <go any farther to Leeward, becaule of: the 
Men of War who were cnnfing in their feveral 
Stations, which they were not at all fond of meet- 
ing, and therefore it was agreed to go to the Azores? 

or Weftern Iflarids. - . * ' * 

• - , * * . * *\ 

The latter End ox July, Low took a French Ship 
of 34. Guns, and carried her along with him to the* 
Azores. He came into St. Michael's Road the 
3d of J4ugujl 7 and took feven Sail that were lying 
there, viz. the Noflre Dame y Mere de Dieu y Captain 
Roach Commander, the Dove 7 Capt. Cox ; the Rofe 
Pink, formerly a Man of War, Capt. Thompfon 7 ano- 
ther Englifh Ship, Capt. Chandlery and three other 
Velfels. He threatened all with prefent Death who 
relifted, which ftruck fiich a Terror to them, that 
they yielded themfelves up a Prey to the Villains^ 
without firing a Gun. ‘ 

* The Pyrates being in great Want of Water and 
frelh Provifions, how lent to the Governor of St. 
Mich ae Vs for a Supply,; and promtfed upon that 
Condition to releale the Ships he had taken, but 
otherwise to burn them all : which Demand the 
Governor thought it not prudent to refufe, but 
fent the Provision he required, upon which he re- 
leafed fix of the Ships, ( after he had plundered 
them of what he thought fit,) and the other, viz. 
the Rofe Pink, was made a Pyrate Ship, which 
Low himfelf took the Command of. * > * r ' 

The Pyrates took feveral of the Guns out of the 
French Ship, and mounted them aboard the Rofe 7 
which .proved very, fit for their Turn, and con- 
demned the former to the "Flames. .They, took all 
the Crew out of her, but the Cook, who, they find, 
' T” . ; vA a 3 / - . v being 




• i . 


* 


374 Of Capt. Edward Low ; 

being a greazy Fellow would fry well in the Fire \ 
fb the poor Man was bound to the Main-Maft, and 
burnt in the Ship, to the no fmall Diverfion of Low 
and his MWmidons . 

Low ordered the Scooner to lye in the Fare be* 
tween St. Michael's and St. Mary*s y where, about 
the 2.oth of jiugufl) Captain Carter in the Wright 
Galley, had the ill Fortune to come in her Way ^ 
andbecaufe at firft they fhewed Inclinations tode* 

- v ■* i - ■ > 

fend themfelves, and/ what they had, the Pyrates, 
cut and .mangled them in a barbarous Manner*, par- 
ticularly feme Tor tugue fe PalTengers, two of which 
being Friers, they triced up at each Arm of the 
Fore-Yard, but let them down again before they 
utere quite dead, and this they repeated feveral 
Times out of Sport. 

Another Tortuguefe y who was alfo Captain Car- 
tels Paffenger, putting on a for rowful Counter 
nance at what he law a&ed, one of this vile Crew 
attacked him upon the Deck, faying, he did not 
like his Looksy and thereupon gave him one Blow 
a-crofs his Belly with his Cutlafti, that cut out his 
Bowels, and he fell down dead without fp^aking 
a Word. At the fame Time another of thefe 
Rogues cutting at a Prifoner, miffed his Mark, 
and - Captain Low handing in his Way, very oppor- 
tunely received the Stroke upon his, under Jaw, 
which laid the Teeth bare • upon this the Surgeon 
was called, who immediately h itched * up the 
Wound, but Low finding fault with the Operation, 
the Surgeon being tollerably drunk, as it was cufto- 
jn ary for every Body to be^ {truck Low fiich a Blow 
with his Fift, that broke out all the Stitches, and 
then bid him few up his Chops himfelf and be 
damned, fb that Low made a very pitiful Figure 
for feme Time after. < * 


When they had plundered Captain Carter’s Ship, 
feveral of them were for burning her, as they hadt 

^ ' ' " done 




/ 


Of Capt. Edward Low. 375 

done the French Man, but it was otherwise refolved 
at laft} for after they had, cut her Cables, Rigging 
and Sails to Pieces, they left her to the Mercy of 
the Sea; . . * ■; _ # 

' After thefe Depredations, they fleered for the 
Ifland of Madera , where miiflng other Booty , they 
took up with a Fifhing-Boat, with two old Men 
and a Boy in her, one of which they detained on 
Board, but fent the other afhore^with a Flag of 
Truce, demanding a Boat of Water of the Cover-* 
nor, on Pain of taking away the old Man’s Life, 
whom they threatened to hang at the Yard-Arm, 
upon their refufal *, but the Thing being complied 
with, the old Man was honourably (as the Py rates 
fay) difcharged, and all the three much handfbmer 
cloathed than when they took them. From this 
Ifland they failed to the Canaries > but meeting 
with no Prey there, they continued their Courle 
for the Cape de V'erd Iflands, and at Bonavifia , took 
a Ship called the Liverpool Merchant , Captain Goul- 
ding y from whom they ftole a great Quantity of 
Provisions and dry Goods, 300 Gallons of Brandy, 
two Gu-ns^ and Carriages, a Matt, v Yard and Haw- 
fers, befides fix of his Men, and then would not 
let them Trade there, norat St. Nicholas y but obli- 
ged .Captain: Goidding to go with his Ship, to the 
Ifleof May. c, /.*' ■> ) y* i j 
t The Pyrate alio took among thefe Iflands, a Ship 
'belonging to Liverpool Scot Commander*, two Fortu - 
guefe Sloops bound for Brafily a'fmall Englijh Sloop 
trading there, James Feafe Matter, bound to San ft 4 
Cruxy and three Sloops from St. Thomas bound to 
Curajoy the Matters frames were Lilly y Staples and 
Simpkinsy all which they plundered, and then let 
go about their Bufinefs, except one Sloop which 
they fitted up for the following Purpofe. 

Loxo Had heard jby -one of the above mentioned 
Ships, that two fmalLG allies were expected every 
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Day at the Wefiern Iflands, viz*, the Greyhound , Gap- 
tain Giafs, and the Jolijfi Captain Aram y the for- 
mer of which was deiigned to be fitted for the 
pyratical Trade to Brafitl, if Things had happened 
to their Minds. They manned the Sloop, and Tern: 
herinQueft of one or both of theie Ships to the 
Wefiern IJlands aforefaid, whilft they carreeffid their 
Ship Rofe y at one of the Cafe de Kerds : But now For- 
tune that had hitherto been fo propitious to them, 
left her * Minions, and baffled for the prefent all 
their Hopes, for the Sloop miffing of their Prey, 
was reduced to great Neceffities for want of Pro- 
vifions and Water, fo that they ventured; jto go 
affiore at St. Michaels for a Supply, and pais for a 
Trader •, but they play’d their Parts fo aukwardly, 
that they were fufpefred by the; Governor to be 
what they really were, and he was focn put out 
of doubt by a Vilit fome Tortuguefe made them, 
who happened unluckily to be Paflengers in Cap- 
tain Carter's Ship,* when Low took her, and knew 
the Gentlemen’s Faces very well y upon which the 
whole Crew was conduced into the Caftle, where 
they were provided for as long as they liv’d. 

Loro, in the mean Time, did not fare quite 5 fo ill, - 
but had his intended Voyage to Brafil fpoiPd, by 
the overfetting of his Ship, when ihe was, upon 
the Careen, whereby ffie was loft, fo that he was 
reduc’d to his old Scooner^ which he called the 
Fancy, aboard of which they all went, to the bJumr 
her of i co,- as vile Rogues as ever ended their 


Lives at Tyburn j They proceeded now to the JT^/?r 
Indies, but before they had gotten far on rtheir 
Voyage, they attack’d a rich Vortuguefie Ship, call’d 
the No fire Sign i or a de bound ^ home froiri 

Bahia,' ahd' after fome 'Rdiftance, took her. Low 
tortur’d feveral of the Men, to make them declare 
where the Money, (which he fuppos’d they had 
on Board) lay, and extorted by That Means, a Con^ 
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feflion that the Captain had, during: the Chace, 
hung out of the Cabin Window, a Bag with 11,000 
Moidores, "which, aifoon as he was taken, he cut 
the Rope off, and let it drop into the Sea. 
r Lm, upon hearing what a Prize had efcap-d him, 
rav’d like a Fury, fwore a thoufand Oaths,*- and 
ordered the Captain’s Lips to be cut off, which 
he broil’d before iihis Face, and afterwards mur- 
thered him and all « the Crew, beiifg thirty two 


Perfons. 
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After this bloody Aftion, they continued their 
Courfe, till they came to the Northward of ail the 
Iflands, and there cruiz'd for about a Month, in 
which. Time they made Prizes , “of ‘the following 
V effels, viz* a Snow from New-Tork to Curacoa Rc~ 
bert Leonard Matter y a Sloop from the Bay, bound 
to New-Tork,'- Craig Matter: *, a Snow from London and 
Jamaica , bound to New-Torh and the Stanhope Pink, 
jdndrew\ Delb ridge Matter, from Jamaica to Bofton \ 
which laft they burnt, becaufe of Low's irreconcilea- 
ble Averfion to New-England MenxuN > ' j- . 

After this Cruize, they went; into one of the 
Iflands and clean’d, and then fleered for the; Bay 
of Honduras , where they arrived about the Middle 
of March 1.722-3, and met a Sloop 'turning out of 
the faid Bay. j The Py rates had hoifted up Spanijb 
Colours, and continued them tillf they drew near 
the Sloop, then they hail’d (them down, hoifted 
their black Flag, fired a Broadfide, ; and boarded 
her. This Sloop , was a Spaniard of f fix Guns, and 
70 Men, that came into the Bay that Morning, 
and meeting there with fiye;EngliJJ? Sloops, and a 
Pinky made rPrizes,, of them all, plundered them, 
and brought the Matters of the Velfels away Pri- 
fbners,:lfor the ^ ranfbm of the Logwood*, their 
Names were Xuthill, Norton, Newbury, Sprafort, Clark 
and Farr ot. The Spaniards made no Refiftance, fa 
(hat: ikeBnglijly Py rates foon became their Matters* 

- } 7.c , ■' A ... and’ 


/ 


/ 

378 Of Capt. Edward Low. 




and fell to rifling; but finding the above-menti- 
oned People in the Hold, and feveral Englljh Goods, 
they copfulted Low the Captain thereupon, and 
without examining - any further, the Refolutioit 
pafs’d to kill all the Company ; and the Pyrates, 
without any Ceremony, fellf Pell-Mell to Execu- 
tion with their Swords, Cutlalhes,' Poll-Axes and 
Piftols, cutting, flaihing and fhooting the > poor 
Spaniards at a fad Rate. Some of the miferable 
Creatures jump’d down into the Hold, but could 
not avoid the Maffacre; they met Death every 
where, for if they efcaped it from one Hand, they 
were fureto perifli by another ; the only Profpeil 
they had of Life, was to fly from the Rage of 
thole mercilefs Men, and to truft to/ the more 
merciful Sea; and accordingly a great many leaped 
over-board,' and fwam for the Shore ; bnt Low 
perceiving it, ordered the Canoa to be mann’d, and 
lent in purfuit of them, by which. Means feveral 
of the poor unhappy Men were knock’d in the 
Head in the Water, as they were endeavouring to 
get to Land ; * however, about -12 of them did 
reach the Shore, but in a miferable Condition, be- 
ing f very much wounded, and what became of 
them afterwards was not known, except one, who 
While the Py rates were at their Sports and Paftimes 
afhore, finding himfelf very weak and fainting with 
his Wounds, ‘-and not knowing where to go for 
Help and Relief in this Extremity; he came back 
to them, and begg’d for God fake, in the moft ear- 
neft Manner poffible, that they " would give him 
Quarters ; upon which, one of the Villains took 

hold of him, and faid, C- him , he would 

give him good Quarters prefently jr and made the poor 
Spaniard kneel down on his Knees, then taking his 
Fufil, put the Muzzle of it /into his Mouth,"; and 
fired down his Throat. ’Twas thought the reft 
did not long furvive their miferable Condition, 

and 
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and could only prolong their Lives, to add to the 
Mifery of them. . , 

When the murdering Work was over, they 
rumaged the Spanijh Pyrate, and brought all the 
Booty aboard their ownVeffels: The fix Matters 
aforementioned, found in the Hold, they reftored 
to their refpeftive Veflels : They forced away the 
Carpenter from the Pink, and then fet Fire to 
the Spanijh Sloop, and burnt her *, which laft Scene 
concluded the Deftru&ion of their Enemy, Ship 
and Crew. 1 y‘ _ y ; . v • » - ... 

Low fet the Matters of the Veffels free, but would 
not ftiffer them to fleer for Jamaica , where they 
were then bound, for fear the Men of War fhould 
get Intelligence of them, but forced them all to go 
to New-Yorh , threat’ning them with Death, when 


they met them again* if they refufed to comply with 
their Demands. * », :• 

In the next Cruize, which was between the Lee- 
Ward Iilands and the Main, they took two Snows* 
hound from Jamaica to Liverpool , and a Snow from 
Jamaica to London , Bridds Matter \ as alfo a Ship 
from Biddford to Jamaica , John Binkham Commander \ 
and two Sloops from Jamaica to Virginia* 

On the 27th of May , Lou? .and his Confort Harr 
risy came off South-Carolina , and met w : th three good 
Ships* viz* the Crown , Captain Lover eigne , the King 
William , the Carteret, and a Brigantine, who all came 
out of Carolina together two Days before. The Py~ 
rates were at the Trouble of chacing them, ' and 
Captain Lovereigne being the fterntn oft, fhefell firft 
a Prey into their Hands*, and they fpent all the 
Day in coming im, with the reft. /... 

Within a few Days they took a Ship called the 
Amfierdam Merchant , Captain Willard , from Jamaica , 
hut belonging to New*Lnglandy as Low let none of 
that Country depart without fome Marks of his 


Rage, he cut off this Gentleman’s Ears* flit up his 

‘ : ’ Nofe, 

- ’! ¥ 
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Nofe, and cut him in feveral Places of his . Body/ 
and, after plundering Ills Ship, let -him purfiie his 
Voyage. ' . — .;ni s . - !V 

^ After this he took a Sloop bound to Amboy ^ Wife 
Ham Fraz.ier y Matter, -with whom Mr. Low happen- 
ing to be difplealed, he ordered lighted Matches to 
be ty’d ! between the Mens Fingers, which burnt aif 
the Flefh off the Bones ; then cut them in leveral 
Parts of their Bodies with Knives and Cutlafhes 
afterwards took all the jr Provifiohs away, and let? 
fome of them ailiore in an uninhabited Part of the 
Country.^ * ';• ' / *: 

Th e Kingflon^ Captain Efirvick, another Ship, one 
Burrington Matter, two Brigantines from Carolina to 
London a Sloop from - Virginia to Bermudas \ a Ship; 
from G l afgow to Virginia ^ a Scooner from New fork 
to South- Carolina \ a Pink from Virginia to Dartmouth j 
and a Sloop from Philadelphia to Surinam , fell a Prey 
to thefe Villains, upon this Cruize, befides thole 
above-mentioned. 

r It happened that at this Time one of his Ma- 
jetty’s Ships was upon a Cruize, on this Station, 
and got Intelligence of fome of ‘.the mifchievous 
A&ions of this Mifcreant, by one of the Veffels 
that had been plundered by him, who fleering as 
direfted, came in Sight of the Pyrates by break of 
Day, on the 10th of June, of alVDays in the Year. 
The Rovers looking out for Prey, loon faw/andgav^ 
Chace to the Man of War, which was called the 
Greyhound , a Ship of 20 Guns, and 120 Men, rather 
iriferiour in Force to the two Py rate Veffels The 
Greyhound finding them fo eager, was in no doubt 
what they Ihould be, and therefore tack’d and 
flood from them, giving the Pyrates an .Opportu- 
nity to chace her for two Hours/ till all Things 
were’ in Readinefs for an Engagement, and the 
Pyrates about - Gun-foot off \ then the Greyhound 
tack’d again,- and flood towards the two Sloops, one 

of 
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of them called the Fancy, commanded by Lorn him- ' v 
felf, and the other the Ranger, commanded by 
Harris, both which hoifted -their .. v pyraticar,Co- 


they had to deal with, they edg’d away under the 
Man of War’s Stern, and the Greyhound handing after 
them, they made a running Fight for about tw.a 
Hours ^ but little Wind happening, the Sloops gain- 
ed from her, by the help of their Oars y upon which 
the Greyhoupd left off firing, and turned all Hands 
to her own Oars, and at three in the- Afternoon 
came up with them. The Py rates haul’d, upon 
' a Wind to receive the Man of War, and the 
Fight was immediately renewed, witff a brisk: 
Fire on both Sides, till the Roger s Main- Yard 
was fhot down, and the Greyhound preffing dole 
upon the difabled Sloop, Low , in the other, thought 
fit to bear away and leave his Gonfort a Sacrifice 
to his Enemy, who (feing the Cowardice and Trea- 
chery of his Commadore and Leader, having ten 
or twelve Men killed aud wounded, and that there 
was no poflibility of efcaping,) called out for Quar — \ 
ters, and fur render ed.themfelves to Juftice, which 
proved levere enough to them a- while after 
wards. ’ 

The ConduO: a? Low was furprizing in this Ad- 
venture, becauie his reputed Courage and Bold- 
nefs, had, hitherto, fo poffefs’d the Minds of all Peo- 
ple, that he became a Terror, even to his own Men ; 
but his Behaviour throughout this whole A&ion, 
fhewed him to be a bale cowardly Villain , ..for , had 
Low’s Sloop fought half fo briskly as Harris's had 
done, ('as they were under a lolemn Oath to do,) 

* - r the 


lours, and fired each a Gun. ?< When the Grey~ 
hpund came withur ; ? Mufqugbrfliot, . Ihe' hailed up 
Her Main-faif, and clapp’d clofe upon a Wind,l to 
keep the Py rates from running to. Leeward, and 
then enaaaed : But when the Rogues found who 
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the Man of War,; in my Opinion,- could never have 
hurted them. »Vi r 

The Greyhound carried in their Prize to Rhode 
JJland ', to the great Joy of the whole Province, tho’ 
it 1 had been more compleat, if the great LOlVhim- 
fel f had grac’d the r rfumph. r The Prifoners were 
ftrongly lecured in a Goal, 5 till a Court of Vice- 
Admiralty could be held for their Tryals, which 
begun on the ioth of July, at Newport, and conti- 
nued three Days. The Court was made up of the 
following Gentlemen. t * 

* n ■ ' . ’ ■ . ’ i ^ v 


Willem Dummer , Efq; Lieutenant Governor of the 

MajfachnfetSy Prefident. ‘ 

Nathaniel Paine , Efq- , * John Valentine , Efq- Ad- 

Addington Davenport, Efq; . vocate-General. 

Thomas Fitch, Efq;- Samuel Cr an fi on, Gover- 

Spencer Phipps , Efq; ; ; . - nor of Rhode -Ijland. 

John Lechmere , Efq; Sur- John Menses, Efq; Judge 
veyor-Generalv v ; u of the Admiralty, 
Richard Ward, Efq; Regifter. ‘- t:; JjJ? 

Mr. Jahleel Brinton, Provofl-Marfhal. 

Robert Auchmuta, Efq; was affigned, by the Court 
Council for the Prifoners here under mention’d. * 


Prifoners Names. Ages. Places of Birth. 
Charles Harris, Captain 25 London . 


William Blads 
Daniel Hide 
Ihomas Poml, jun. 
Stephen Mundon 
Thomas Huggit 
William Read 
Peter Kneeves 
James Brinkly 
Jofeph Sound 


Rhode-IJland. 

Virginia. 

Connecticut, N. E. 

London. 

London. 

Londonderry, Ireland . 
Exeter in Devon . 

28 Suffolk in England . 

28 City oF Wefiminjier. 

William 


28 

23 

21 

20 

30 

35 

32 
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William Shut field ; 7 ' ' 40 banc after in England. 

V n** '* ’ ^ o ft Wrexham in W^lec. * 


Edward Eaton 
John Brown 
Edward Lawfott 
Owen Bice 
John Tomkins 


38 Wrexham in Wales . 
29 County of Durham* 
20 IJle of Man. 

27 South-Wales. 

23 Glouce/lerfhire. 


» ^ A» 4 


r. /• - 


Jfote Fitzgerrald Zi Limerick in Ireland 
Abraham Lacy 1 V- * 21 Debonfhire. 

Thomas Unifier 2 1 Lancashire- ■* 

Francis Leyton " ' 39 New-Tork. 

John Waters Qnztt.-MX'l 5 County of Devon. 

William Jones 28 London. 

Charles Church 2 1 St. Margaret ’s, Weflm. 

Thomas Harjl • 50 » ■ * *— • 

John Bright 25 •— — * - ■ 111 » - 

Thele 25 were found guilty, and executed the 
- 19th .of .July 9 1723, new Newport in Rhode* 

I [land . y 'V, 


17 Liverpook. 

k r 

2 5 


Brown 

Patrick Cunningham ^ 

Thefe twoVwere found guilty, but relpited for- 
one Year, and recommended to* : the KingV 
Favour. - • 

. 

John Wil fan ' 23 New- London County 

Henry Barnes 22 Barbadoes. 

Thomas Jones 1 7 Blur in Wales. 

Jofeph Switzer 24 B often in New-England.. 

Thomas Mumper y Indian. Mather's Vineyard N. E. 
John Hincher , Doctor 22 Near Edinburgh , Scot. 

John Fletcher 1 7 — — • — • 

Thomas Child 15 •— f ■■■ — •— • 

Thefe eight were found Not Guilty. 

r i f J 

The deftroying this Pyrate was look’d upon by 
the Province, to be of fuch a fignal Service to the 
Publick, and particulajr Advantage to the Colony 

of 
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of New-Tork^Xh.z t itw as thought neceffary to make 
lome handfome Acknowledgement to Captain Peter 
Solgard for it ^ and therefore it was refolVed, in ah 
Affembly of the Conimon-Council, to compliment 
him with the Freedom of their Corporation.:. The 


V, £ ' « ^ \ f ^ J f. ^ J y 

join them for the, Satisfaetion of the Reader... 0 ,„ 
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Refolution of the Mayor and Common-Coun-- 
cil of the City of New-Tork, at a Comtnon- 
Council held at the City Hall of the faid Ci- 
ty, on Thursday the 25 th of July y Anno. Dom . ; 

;JL7 2 3* ... 
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Prefent Robert Walter y Efq-, Mayor, 

City of New-York, /. ' \ » * , 

T ///S Court having taken -into their Ccnfideration the 
Service lately done to this Province in p&r-* 
ticular y as well as to all other his Maj e fly* s good Subjects in 
general y by Captain , Peter Solgard y Commander of his 
Majejly^s Ship the Greyhound, the Station Ship of the 
Province , who lately in a Cruise upon this Coa$l y in due 
Execution and Dif charge of his Duty , upon Intelligence 
given him , fought for , purfued and engaged two Pyrate ; 
Sloops , commanded by one Low, (a notorious and inhumane 
Pyrate f) one of which Sloops he took, after a tefolute Re - 
jfiflance y and very much Jhattered the other , who by the 
Favour of the Night efcapcd. Twenty fix of which Pyrate s 
fo taken y being lately executed at Rhode Ifland, not only 
eafed this City and Province of a very great Trouble , but; 
of a very considerable Expence y &c. It is therefore refold 
ved fNemine Contradicente^) that this Corporation do 
prefent the faid Captain Solgard with the Freedom of this 
Corporation , as a Mark of the great Efteem they have for 
his Perfm y as well as for the afore faid great and good Ser~ 


vices j 
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Vices \ and that the Seal of the [aid Freedom be enclofed 
in a Gold Box ; that Mr. Recorder and Mr. Kick ley 
do draw the Draught of the faid Freedom, fignifying therein j 
the grateful Serif e of this Corporation, for Jo fignal a Ser- 
vice to the Publick, and Benefit and Advantage of Mankind. 
That Alderman Kip, and Alderman Crtfger, do prepare 
the faid Box •, that the Arms of the Corporation be en- 
graved on one Side thereof, and a Feprefentation of the 
■Engagement on the other, with this Motto, (viz.) f Que- 
■ iitos Humani Generos Hoftes Debellare fuperbum^ 

- 10 Junii, 17231] 7 hat the Totyn-Clerk caiife the fame 
Freedom to be handfomly engroffed on Parchment, arid 
that the whole Corporation do wait upon him, to prefent 
the faffie. •••’’ 

By Order of the Common-Councils 

William Sharpas; Clerh 

- y \ •'*' * * 

' ''*** ’ ^ / 

The Preamble of Captain Peter Solgard's Copy 

of his Freedom. 

k Robert Walter, E% Mayor, and the Aldermen of tti& 
... City of flew-torh 

r - City of New-York, ff, . » .. \\ 

O all whom thefe Perfents fh all come, fend Greetlngi 
WHEREAS} Captain Peter Solgard, Commander 
of his Majefty s Ship the Greyhound, ( the prefent Station 
Ship of this Province ,) in his Cruize, having Intelligence of 
two Pyrate Sloops of confiderable Force in Confortflnp, under 
the Command of one Low, a notorious Pyrate , that had for 
upward of two Years, committed mdny Depredations , Mur~ 
ders and Barbarities , upon many of his Majeflfs Subje&s and <' 
Allies , lately come upon this Codfi, hath, with great Dili- 
gence, and utmofi Application, pur fued, overtaken, and after 
, a fiubborn Refinance, vanquished and overcome both of them $ 
.taking one, and driving the other from our Co aft } which 
Albion, as it is glorious in it felf, fo it is glorious in the 
publick Benefits arid Advantages that flow from it, (to 
. wit) The Safety and Freedom of. our own Trade arid Com 
‘ , Bb 
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merce , and of all the neighbouring Provinces bn this Con- 
tinent , fuck fignait Service done againft : the Enemies of 
Mankind , merits the Appldufe of all good Men, but more 
immediately from thofe of this province, who are appointed 
his particular Care and Charge. WE therefore , the May or , 
Aldermen fand Commonalty of the /City of New- York, 
ajjembled in Common Council , to exprefs our grateful Senfe 
and Acknowledgment pfo the f aid Captain, Peter Solgard, 


x j o v J J o ' 

r we bear to*his kind' Accept dnce of the Freedom of (the 
^.Corporation > of this ! City of New-York y\ and that :he 
vsiill pleafe to become a Fellow Citizen with us* Thefe are 
therefore to certify and declare , that the faid Captain 
Peter Solgard is hereby admitted, received and allowed 
a freeman and Citizen of ; ihe faid City of Neiv-York, to 
have, hold , enjoy and partake of all and fingular Advan- 
tages, : Benefits, Liberties , Privileges, ; Franchifes, * Free- 
doms and Immunities wkatfoever, granted or belonging to 



of the faid, City to be affix'd the 2$th' Day of July, in the 
ninth Tear of the Feign of our 'Sovereign Lord George, 
by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and I re land, Defender of the Faith , See. Anno# Doiri. 

I723/""’ , • • * • y' : ’ ' ' r T<v\ V 

f William Sharpas, R. Walter Mayor . 

Clerk . ,J * - ^ 


x. 
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This narrow Efcape of Low and his Companions, 
one would have thought might have broirght them 
to a l itt le Confide ration of their black and hor rid 
Crimes, and to look upon this Interval as an Op- 
portunity put iiitortheir Hands by Providence, 
to reconcile them (elves to God, by a hearty and 
E nee re Repentance. V But alalsthey Were dead to 
a ll Goodnefs, and had not lo much as one Spark of 
Virtue toiiir them up to be thankful for fiich an 

* m ’ ~ eminent 
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eminent Deliverance: But inftead thereof, vented 
a Million of Oaths and Curies upon the Captain 
of the % Greyhound, J vowing to execute Vengeance 
upon all they fliould meet ’with afterwards, for the 
Indignity he put upon them. * . , > j 

r The firft Prey that they met with, after their 
Flight, was a fmall Sloop belonging to Nantucket, 
a Whale-Fifhing, about 80 Miles from Land • the 
Mafter of which, one Nathan Skiffs a brisk young 
Fellow, the Pyrates cruelly whipp’d naked about 
the Deck, making his Torture their Sport-, after 
which they cut of his Ears, and laft of all /hot him 
through the Head, and then funk his Veffel \ put- 
ting the reft of the Hands into their Whale-Boat, 
with a Compafs, a little Water, and a few Biskets * 
and it being good Weather, they providentially got 
fafe to Nantucket , beyond all Expettation. 

There was another Whale-Boat belonging to 
Lis Sloop laft mentioned, which happened to be 
at Tome Diftarice from her, and perceiving what: 
Was doing, rowed with all fpeed to, another Sloop : 
not far off, to acquaint her with the Misfortune,’ 
that the iMen might take Care of themfelves*, and 
/he happily got away in Time. Some Days after. 
Low took a Filhing-Boat off of Slock Ifland , but did 
not perpetrate fo much Cruelty to her, contenting 
himfelf with only cutting off the Mafter ’s Head : 
But after taking two Whale-Boats near Rhode IJland , 
he caufed one of the Matter’s Bodies to be ripp’d up, 
and his Intrails : to be taken out ^ and cut off the 
Ears of the other, and made him eat them him- 
felf with Pepper and Salt ^ which hard Injun* 
ftion he Comply’d with, without making a Word. 
Several other Perfons he^would have murthered, 
but Humanity prevailing in "the tender Hearts of 
his Companions, ; they refufed to put his favage 
Orders in Execution* 
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From the Coaft of New-England , Low failed di- 
rectly for Newfoundland , and, near Cape Brit on , took 
two or three and twenty French Veffels- and one 
of them of 22 Guns he manned with Pvrates, ma- 
king a fort of a Man of War of her $ with which he 
fcower’d the Harbours and Banks of Newfoundland^ 
and took fixteen or eighteen other Ships and VelTels, 
all which they plundered, and fome deftroyed. 

Thus thefe inhumane Wretches went on, who 
could not be contented to fatisfy their Avarice 
only, and travel in the common Road of Wicked- 
nefs } but, like their Patron, the Devil, muft make 
Mifchief their Sport, Cruelty their Delight, and 
damning of Souls their conftant Employment.* Of 
all the pyratical Crews that were ever heard of, 
none of the Englifi Name came up to this, in Bar- 
barity ; their Mirth and their Anger had much the 
fame Effeft, for both were ufiially gratified with 
, the Cries and Groans of their Prifoners 1 fb that 
they almoft as often murthered a Man from the 
Excels of good Humour, as outof Paffion and Re- 
\ fentmenty and the Unfortunate could never be 
allured of Safety from them, for Danger lurked in 
their very Smiles. An Inftance of this had liked 
to have happened to one Captain Graves , Mafter of 
a Virginia Ship laft taken ^ for as foon as he came 
aboard of the Pyrate, Low takes a Bowl of Punch 
in his Hand, and drinks to him, faying, Captain * 
Graves, here's half this to you . But the poor Gen- 
tleman being too fenlibly touched at the Misfor- 
tune of falling into his Hands, modeftly deli red 
to be excufed, for that he could not drink ; where- 
upon Low draws out a Piftol, cocks it, and with 
the Bowl in f other Hand, told him, he Ihould 
either take one or the other : So Graves , without 
Helitation, made Choice of the Vehicle that con- 
tamed the Punch, and guttled down about a Quart, 
whenhehadthe leaft Inclination that ever, he had 
in his Life to be xperry* * The 
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The latter End of July , (1723,) how took a large 
Ship, called the Merry Cbriftmas, and fitted her for 
a Py rate, cut feveral Ports in her, and mounted 
her with 34 Guns.. Low goes aboard of this Ship, 
afliimes the Title of Admiral, and hoifts a black 
Flag, with the Figure of Death in red, at thfc 
Main-topmafi: Head,, and takes another Voyage to 
the Weflern IJlands , where he arrived the Beginning 
of September . The firft Veflel he met with there, 
was a Brigantine, formerly an Englijh Sloop, com-' 
manded by Eliot Wildy but' lately bought by a Tor - 
tuguefe Nobleman, and’ altered : She was manned 
partly with Englijb, and partly For tuguefe ; the lat- 
ter Low cauled to be hang’d, by Way of Reprilal,* 
for lo tne of his own Men font thither in a Sloop 
from the Cape de Kerd Ifiands, as has been mention- 
ed: The Englijh Men he thruft into their own Boat, 
to fiiift for themfelves, and let Fire to the Veflel. 

At St. Michaels , they lent in their Boats and cut 
out of the Road, anew London built Ship of 14 
Guns, commanded by Captain Ihompfony who was 
takemthere. the Year before, by Low, in the Rofe 
Pink, r The Boats had fewer Men than the Ship, 
and Captain Thompfon would have 'defended him- 
lelf, but his Men through Cowardize, or too great 
an Irtclination of becoming Pyrates themfelves, re- 
filled to Hand by him, and he was obliged to fur- 
render* and when he came aboard the Pyrate, had' 
his Ears cut off dole ' to his Head, for only pro- 
poling to refill Admiral Low's black Flag; they 
gave him one of his own Boats, and burnt his 
Ship. v. ' ‘ t ^ / * Vr •. • — \ - • *- "' r ; u 

* The next was a Tortuguefe Bark that fell Into 
their r Hands, whole Men came off fomewhat bet- 
ter than ufual, for they only cut them with their 
Cutlalhes, out of Wantonnels, turned them all into 
their Boat, r and fet their Veflel on Fire. - : When 
the Boat was going from the Side of the Ship, one 
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of Low's Men, who, we may iuppofe, was' forced 
into his Gang, was drinking with a Silver Tankard 
at one of the Ports, and J took his Opportunity to 
drop into the Boat among the Portuguefe , and lye 
down in. the Bottom, in order to efc'ape along with 
them :, After he had flowed j himfelf in the Boat, 
ib as not to be : feen, it: came, into his Head, that 
the Tankard might prove of fbme Ufe to him, 
where he was going*, fo he get up again, laid hold 
of the Utenfil, and went off/' without being difco- 
ver’d : In which Attempt had he failed, no doubt 
his Life, if not the Lives; of all the People in the 
Boat, would have paid dor lit x The Name of this 
Man is Richard Hains. ,K‘ v ; r f 






Low took his old Tour to the Canaries. Cape de 
Verd Iflands*, and lo to the Goaft of Guiney *, but 
nothing extraordinary happened till they arrived 
hear Sierraleon in Africa, where they met, with a 
Ship call’d the Delight , Captain Hunt Commander ^ 
this Ship they thought fit for their own .Purpofe, 
for flie had been a fmall Man \of War, and carried 
12 Guns *, however, they mounted 16 on Board 
her, mann’d her withdo^Men^ and appointed one 
Spriggs y who was then their Quar ter-Mafter* to be 
Captain of her, who, two Days after, feparated from 
the Admiral, and went to the We fi* Indies a-py ra- 
ting, upon his own,,; and particular Company’s, Ac- 
count, where for the prefent weihall leave him. 

In January laft, Low took a Ship, called the Squire 
re h Captain Stephcvfon but what became of him 
afterwards, I can’t tell; we have had no News con*- 
cernitig him come to England y fince this I have now 
mentioned ^ but I have heard that he talk’d of go- 
ing to Braz.il ^ and if ib, it is likely we may too 
fbon hear of fome Exploit or other ; tho’ the beft 
i Information we could receive, would be, that ho 
and ^11 his Grgvv wgrf at tfe Bottom of the Sea. ■.> 




V * 


GHA p; 







iA ’t * i j * a !• 


l \ 


'*• ; 






A ;. «# 





, R E W., 

A 5. r* *w < * V, -vV 


* t • 


l<* 


f r 

1 J > Jt ' 

l 

,si 


U O HN Evans was ?. Welch Man, had been former-* 
ly Mafljer of a Sloop belonging to Nevis, but 
| lo^iig his Employ there, he failed for fome, 
Time out of Jamaica as Mate, till happening in Com- 
pany oftHreeof four of his Comrades, and Wages not 

14 *** * « jfO r* { vr i -pj • % r* * 
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to go abroad ih fearcK o ( f Adventures. They failed, 
or rather rowed out of Port Royal in Jamaica, the 
latter End of September 1722, m a Canoa ^ and com- 
ing on tfie North-Side of the Ifland, went alhore 
in the Night, broke open a Houle or -two, and 
fobbed theip of fome Money, and every Thing elle 
they could find that was portable, and brought the 
Booty on Board the Canoa, : ; . f ' 1 

This was very well for the firft Time, but this, 
kind of Robbery did not pleafe fo well, they want 
ted to get out to Sea, but having no Veffel but 
their Canoa, they were prevented in their lauda- 
ble Defign v however, they kept a good look out, 
and traver fed the ifland^ in E^pe&ation that Pro- 
vidence would fend lome unfortunate Veffel as a 

Bb 4 Sacii- 
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Sacrifice, arid in a few Days their Willies were ac~ 
complifhed } for at Huns Hole , they found a fmall 
Sloop at an Anchor, belonging to Bermudas : They 
made bold and went aboard, and Evans informed 
the Folks that belonged to her, that he was Cap- 
tain pf the Vellel, which \yas a Piece of News 
they knew not before. After 5 they had put their 
Affairs in a proper Difpofition aboard, they wept 
afhore to a little Village .for Refrelhments, and 
lived jovially the remaining Part of the Day, at a 
Tavern, fpending three Piftols, and then departed? 
The People of the Houfe admired at' the merry 
Guefts they Had got, were mightily pleafed, and 
wifhed for their Company at another Time, which 
happened too fbon for their Profit y for, in the 
piiddle of the Night, they came afhore all Hands, 
rifled the Houfe, and carried what they could 
aboard their Sloop. 

The next Day they weighed ip the Slpqp, aboard 
pf ‘ which they mounted four Guns, called Her 
the Scowerer, and failed to Rjifpaniola ; on the North- 
Part of which Ifland they took a Spanijh Sloop, which 
proved an extraordinary rich Prize, as it fell atpong^ 
fo few Per fbns as this Company confifted of, fop 
they fhared upwards of 150/. a Man? ; , . .. 0 

In Purfuance of the Game, and beating up for; 
jfche Windward Iflands, the Scowerer met wifh a Ship 
from New- Engl and, bound to Jamaica, 120 Tons, 
called the Hove, Captain Matter, off Porto 

Rico : They plundered her, arid flrengthened their 
own Company, by taking out the Mate, and two qr 
three other Men ^ they difqharged the Prize, and 
r un into one of the Iflands for frefh Water and Ne-? 


ceffaries, and ftaid there fome Time. ^ 

• ‘The next Prize they made, was the Lucretia. and 
Catherine , Captain Mills, of 200 Ton Burthen ; they 
bame up with her near the Ifland Hijfeada, January 
I i th. T/Upon feizing of this Ship, the Pyrates be- 

.;u‘- i*y - ‘te - u- • ' gjqj 
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gan to take upon themfejves the Diftribution'of 
Juftice, examining the Men concerning their Ma- 
tter’s Ufage of them, according to the Cuftom of 
other Pyrates; but theaCaptain? over-hearing the 
Matter, put an > End to the judicial Proceedings, 
and fell to rumaging the Ship, rr laying to them. 
What have vpe to do to turn Reformers, his Money we want ? 
And fpeaking to the Prifoners, he asked them, Does 
s your Caf tain give you filtuals enough ? And they anfwer- 
ing iiv the Affirmative : Why then , laid he, he ought to 
give you Work enough. ‘ ^ - V r] i 

After the taking of this Prize, they went to : the 
little lfland of A vis, with a ^Defign to clean, and 
carried the Lucretia along with them, in order to 
lieave doyvn the Scowerer by her ^ but meeting there 
with a Sloop, the Pyrate gave Chace till the Eve- 
ning, when fhe was within Gun-Shot of her ^ but 
fearing to ipfe Company with the Lucretia , who 
was a heavy Sailor, they left off, and law her no 
more. This Chace brought them to Leeward of 
their Port, fb that they were obliged to look out 
for another Place of Retreat, and the lfland of 
Ruby not; beings far diftant,. they fleered for that, 
and anchored there accordingly jjbut the next Day 
a Dutch Sloop coming as it were, into their Mouths, 
they could not forbear dealing, and fo making her 
their Prize, they plundered her of what came, when 
lhared, to fifty Pounds a Man. - , : - ■ 

They found this Sloop more for their Purpofe 
than the, Lucretia, to clean their own Sloop by, as 
being much lower in the Waft, 7 and therefore capa- 
ble of heaving her Bottom farther out of the Wa- 
ter, fo fhe was difchafcged, and the Dutch Man kept 
in her Room *, but not thinking it convenient to 
lay up here, for fear a difcovery fhould be made, 
they turned their Thoughts another Way, and 
fleered to the Coaft of Jamaica, where they took a 
Sugar Drover, and then fun to |he Grand Caimanes, 
V: , y; ‘ about 


r 
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about 30 Leagues' to Leeward of I »2 

teution to clean- there but an unhappy- A ceideiit 
put an Enct to their Ey rabies, which 1 hitherto had 
proved very luccbfsfui to thenn <■ - • >* 
The Boatfwain of theTyrate being ! -a : noify furly- 
Fellow, the Captain had at feveralTimesWords with 
him, relating to hi& Behaviour, who thinking him- 
lelf ill treated, not only- returned ' i It Language, but 
alfo challenged the Captain %o fight him oh 'the 
next Shore they came to, with Piftols and Sword, 
as is the Cuftom among thefe Outlaws/' When the 
Sloop arrived, as abovementioned, the Captain 
propofed the Duel} but the cowardly Boatfwain re- 
filled to fight, or go afhore, tho* it was his own 
Challenge. When Captain Evans law there was no- 
thing to be done with him, he took his Cane, and 
gave him a hearty drubbing} but the Boatfwain 
not being able to bear fuch an Indignity, drew out a 
Piftol and ftiot Evans thro’ the Head, fb that he 
fell down :’dead \ and the ; ; Boatfwain immediately 
jumped over-board, and fwam towards the Shore } 
but the Boat was quickly manned and fent after him, 
which took him up and brought him aboard. 

The Death of the Captain in that Manner, pro- 
voked all the Grew,* and they refblved the Crimi- 
nal fhould die by the moft exquilite Tortures: but 
while they were conlidering of \ the Punifhment, 
the Gunner, tranfported with Paffion, difcharged 
a Piftol, andlhot him thro’ the Body * but not kil- 
ling him outright, the Delinquent in very moving 
Words, defired a Week for Repentance only} 
but another ftepping up to him, told him y* that be 
fhould repent and be damned to him 7 and without more 

ado ftiot him dead. ^'' v ’ J f " r - 1 

I Ihould have obferved, that when th e»Lucretm 
and Katharine was fuffered to go away, the Pyrates 
detained their Mate} *who was now the only Man 
aboard, who understood Navigation^ and him they 

: defired 
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defired to take upon him the Command of the 
Sloop x in the Room of Captain Evam deqeafed y but 
he defired to fee excufed that Honour, and at ta>g$ 
positively refufed it *, lo they agreed to break up 
the Company, and leave the Mate in Poffeffion of 
the Veffel : .Accordingly^ they wer\t alhore at the 
Caimanesj 4 carrying "with them aBouf nine thoufand 
Pounds among thirty PerfQns *, and it being fair 
Weather, the Mate and' a Boy brought the Veffel 
into Port Rojal^ infjamaica* 
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And his C RE W. 
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J OHN Phillips was bred a Carpenter, and fail- 
ing to Newfoundland in a- Weft-Country Ship, 
was taken by Anflis in th&Good Fortune Brigan- 
tine, the next Day after ke had left his Confort 
and Commadore, Captain Roberts. Phillips was foon 
reconciled to the Life of a Pyrate, and being a brisk 
Fellow, was appointed Carpenter of the Veffel, for 
at firft his? Ambition reach’d no higher \ there 
he remain’d "till they broke up Tobago, and was 
one of thofe who came home in a Sloop that we 
have mentioned to be funk in Briflol Channel. 

His Stay was not long in England, for whilft he 
was paying his firft Vifits tp his Friends in Devon - 
j hire , he heard of the Misfortune of fbme of his 
Companions, that is, of their being taken and com- 
mitted to Briflol Goal } and there being good Rea- 
fon for his apprehending Danger from a Wind that 
blew from the fame Quarter, he mov’d off imme- 
diately' to Topjham , the rieareft Port, and there 
ihipp’d himfeif with one Captain Wadham , for a 
Voyage to Newfoundland , and home again • which, 
by the way, Mr. Phillips never defign’d to perform. 
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or to fee England any more. When 'the ‘Ship came 
to Peter Harbour -iny Newfoundland aforeiaid, he ran 
away from her, and hired himfelf a Splitter in 
the Filhery, for the Seafbn : But this was only 
till he could have an Opportunity of profecu- 
ting his intended Rogueries •, in order to which, 
he combined with feveral others, in the fame Em- 
ploy, to gooff with one of the Veffels that lay in 
the Harbour, upon the pyratical Account; accor- 
dingly the Time was fix’d, viz., the 29th of Auguft 
1723, at Night; but whether Remorfe or Feair 
prevented their coming together, ! know not, but 
of fixteen Men that were in the Combination, five 
only kept the Appointment : Notwithftanding 
which, Phillips was for pufhing forward with that 
fmall Number, alluring his Companions, that they 
Ihould fbon encreafe their Company ; and they 
agreeing, a Veffel was feiz’d on, and out of the 
Harbour they failed. > * * > , * v : ' 

The firft Thing they had now to do, was to 
chufe Officers, draw up Articles, and fettle their 
little Commonwealth, to prevent Difputes and Rang- 
lings afterwards ; lb John Phillips was made Captain, 
John Nutty Mafter, (or Navigator) of the Veffel ; 
James Sparh y Gunner ; Thomas Ferny Carpenter ; and 
Wiliam White was the only private Man in the 
whole Crew : When this was done, one of them 
writ out the following Articles (which we have 
taken verbatim ) and all fwore to ’em upon a Hatchet 
for want of a Bible. 

I / , 4 r - 

. ^ 

^ The Articles on Board the Revenge. 

t. 1 - . -A 

N B * 

ITpyery Man Jhall obey civil Command ; the Captaift 
1 *,! jhall have one full Share and a half in all Prizes ; the 
Mafter 9 Carpenter , Boatfwain and Gunner frail have one 
$hare and quarter . 

2.'// 
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If any Man fall fteal any Thing in the Coriftbiy^er 
game y to the Value of a Piece of Eight, he (hall be meinboti A 
W pot. 



Confent of our Company, pall fujfer fuch Punlpment as the 
Captain and Company pall think ft; ■ 4 ' ’ * f ] ‘ l f ’ 0 

% . ’ ' •' , * r • f r A * .-,\M \f i > 

' - * ^ # A i „ i: V* 

if hat Man that pall jlrike another whilft thefe Articles 
We in force? pill- Yeceivf MoieS * Law '(that is, $6’- Stripes 
lacking one ) ion : the bare Back . 1 ' r ' : : i A i * . • * ^ • - * 

mct %• *»*■ Uis p. p ? ■/ ; ; * f $ui:r. y 

that pall j nap his Arms, or fmoak Tobacco 
in the Hold ? without a Cap } to his Pipe, or carry a Candle 
lighted without a Lan thorn, pall; fujfer the fame Punlpment 

ns in the formeir Article. ' ; 5 : a / 

! v:- r: zjis « o< ; •* •, } \* ; '•■u P 

that pall not kdep his Arms clean, fit for 
an Engagement? or negletb his Eiifinefs, paH be cut off from 
his Share,, and fuff er fuch other Punipment as the Captain 
and the Corhpatiy fiiall think fit;' v-* * : '•’•**£*) uunlvv 

‘ /'■ A ” 8. ;- ; ru'v ? ;4N ■■ v.i * -o ytvr 

A If any Man pall lofe a Joint in time of an Engage* 
tnent, pall have 400 pieces of Eighty ff a Limbf 800. 

9. 

If at any time you meet with a prudent Woman, that 
Man that offers to meddle with her, without her Confent, 
(hall fujfer prefent Death . 

** * *' V •' v \ ♦ V Wifi , ' : \ f 

Thus prepar’d, this bold Grew fet out, and before 
they left the Banks they made Prize of feveral fmall 
Filhing«Veifels,out of whi$h they got a few Hands, 

feme 
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fqme French and feme Englljh 7 and then fail’d for the 
We fl- Indies ; in one -of thefe ‘Veffels they took out 
'one Jokn Rofe jinher> who having been a gyrate un- 
der the famous 3 Black-beard,, was immediately pre* 
ferr’d over other People’s Heads, to be Quarter- 
Maffer to the Company ; .'which fudden Promo- 
tion fo difgufted fome of the older Standers, efpe- 
cially FeftJj the Carpenter, that it occafioned fome 
Mifchief to follow, as we fhalldhew by and fby. 

The Py rates came off Barbadoes the beginning of 
(fflober , and cruifed there, and among other Iflands, 
Sabove three Months, without fpeaking with a#e£- 
fel, fo that they were > almoft ftarv’d for - want of 
Provifions, being reduc’d to a Pound of : Meat a 
Day between ten • at length they fell in with a Mar* 
'tinico Man of 12, Guns and 33 Hands, far fuperior • 
in Force,-'aod what they mould not have ventur’d 
•on at another Time, but Hunger mil break down Stone 
Walls ; . they were refolved to fhew “ the*. French 
Men their black Flag ; and if that would' not do, 
they muff leek out elfe where ; accordingly, they 
-boldly ran up a 4 ong-fide of the Sloop, with theis 
Ipyratical/Colours flying," and told them, if they 
did not ftrike immediately, they would give them 
no Quarters -, which fo intimidated the-i Frenchmen^ 
that they -never fired a Gun.* * This proved a fea- 
'fonable Supply ^ they took her Provisions, and four 
of her Men, and let -her jgo. iThey took iprefently 
rafter, a Sloop belonging to New~Tor%, and a Virgm& 
Man, HuffmMa&er. ^ 

% Having ?now occaiion to clean their Veflel, Phil- 
Jtps propos’d iFobdgOj, where the Company he for- 
{irierly belonged to, under jAhftis and Fenn, broke up ; 
to induce them to it, he told: them when he left 
the Ifland, there was ? left behind fix or eight of 
their Company that were not willing to go to Fwg'- 
tlandy with three Negroes : Whereupon they fail’d 
to the Mand, and after a qareful Search, found only 
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one of the Negroes, whole Name was Pedro, 
inform’d Captain Phillip; that thofe -that were left 
behind were taken by a Man of War’s Crew, and 
‘bang’d at Antegod, among whom was Penn, their 

“Captain.*, v , , • ... • ' \ A^ * » •> v**. A 

They: took Pedro bn Board, and then fell to BuG- 
nels, careening their Veffel * and juft* as they had 
finiihed: their Work, a Man of War’s Boat came 
into the Harbour, the Ship being cruifing to Lee- 
ward of the Ifland. - It was eaftly guefs’d upon what 
Errant fhe was fent, <^and therefore they loft no 
Time, but, as loon as the Boat went away, warp’d 
out, and ply’d to Windward for Security* but left 
the four French Men* they took out of the Martinico 
Sloop, behind. / y: ; . , - tu v ^ ; [ 

• In; a few Days they took a Snow - with a few 
Hands, and Fern * the Carpenter, one William Phil- 
lip, Wood and Taylor, went aboard to take Polfeffion 
of her— pern, not forgetting the Affront of ha- 
ving Archer preferr’d before him, refold’d to go 
off with the Prize, and brought the reft into the 
fame Meafures ; however Phil Ups > the Captain, kee- 4 
ping a good Look-out* perceiv’d their Defigri, and 
gave them Chace* who coming up with the Veflel* 
a Skirmifh enfu’d, wherein Wood was kill’d and Tay- 
lor wounded in his Leg ; upon which the other two 
furrender’d. There was no Surgeon aboard, and 
therefore it was advis’d, upon a learned Confulta- 
tion, that Phillips's Leg fhould be cutoff; but who 
fhould perform the Operation* was the Difpute ; a r t 
length the Carpenter was appointed, as the moft 
proper Man : Upon which, he fetch’d up the big- 
geft Saw^ and taking the Limb under his Arm, fell 
to Work, and leparated 'it from the Body of the 
Patient, in as little Time as he could have cut a 
Deal Board in two ; after that he heated his Ax red 
hot in the Fire, and cauteriz’d the Wound,' but not 
with fb much Art as he perfornj’d the other Part, 

for 
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for he fb burnt his Flefh diftant from the Place of 
Amputation^ 4 that it had Hike to have mortify ’d; 
however nature perform’d a Cure at laft without a- 
tiy other Affiftance. ?f ' • f 1 •' ^ 

From Tobago they flood away to the Northward 
and *tOok a Portuguese bound for Brazil, and two or 
three Sloops from Jamaica, in One of which. Fern the 
Carpentef, endeavouring to go off, was kill’d by 
Phillip the Captain, purfuantto their Articles ; ano- 
ther had the fame Fate forne Days after for the lik^ 
Attempt. -Thefe Severities made.it dangerous for 
any to confult Or projeft an Efcape \ the Terror of 
which made* feveral fign their Articles and fet dowiT 
quietly, waiting impaitiently for Redemption, which 
as yet they faw no great likelyhood of, and fhould 
they have been taken before fuch Circumftances 
appear’d in their Actions or Cha rafters, as after- 
awards happen’d, - to denote- their lnnocencej they 
might have loft their Lives upon a Tfyal at a Court 
of Admiralty; for pretty ft rong Evidence is ex- 
pefted in their Favour, to bailance that of being* 
taken aboard a VeiTel which is prov’d to be in sftuai 
Py racy, and they aflifting therein; 

Thus was many an honeft Man’s Cafe made moft v 
defperate by the confutninate Villany of a few hard- 
ned Wretches, who fear neither God or Devil, a^ 
this Phillips us’d often blafphemoufly to exprefs 
himfelf. 4 ‘ 

- > 

On the 25th of March they took two Ships frorrf 
Virginia for London > John Phillips, the Pyrate Captain’s 
Name fake, was Mafter of one, and Captain Robert 
Mortimer , the other; a brisk young Fellow, that de- 
ferv’d a better Fate than he met with. Phillips the' 
Pyrate ftaid on Board of Captaih ~ Mortimer t Ship^ 
while they tranfported the Crew to the Sloop, and 
the Boat returning along fide, one of the Py rates 
thereinvcalls to Phillips % and tells him, there was a 
Mutiny aboard their VeffeL Mortimer had two Wen 

■ f Gc * ini 
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in his Ship, and the Pyrafce Captain had two, ithefe s 
fone thought it a good Opportunity to recover hi 
Ship, and direOdy took up a Handfpike and ftruck 
Phillips over the Head, giving him a dangerous 
wound, but not knocking |ikn dow^n, he recovered 
and wounded Mortimer with his Sword i and the two 

P V* -it w <•' * %**->,'* * r , { A V VX* *•*' " * w ■ / » .4 

Py rates that were aboard coming in to* Captain 
Phillips's Ailiftance, Captain Mortimer was presently 
cut to Pieces, while his own two Men flood by and 
did nothing* " . T *, . 

This was the firft Voyage that Mortimer had the 
Command of a Veffel, by whole Death is a poor . 
difconfolate Widow made miferable* more in re- 
gard of the mutual Love and Fidelity they lived in, 
than the Lofs of what would have been a handfome 
and comfortable Proviuon for themfelves and Chil- 

*» < A (fiff J»**' V> *V, * 1* v./ j I 4 « — ■- «*- 4 »■ * ^ »“* ' Al *' X 4 

dren, which, I think, now ought to be made up by 
the Pubiick v fince ’twas in the publick Service he 
fell: for had his Attempt Tucceeded, in all Pro- 
bability he would not only have regained his own 
Ship, but entirely iubdued and deftroy’d the 
Enemy, there being feveraL as it afterwards pro- 
ved, that would have leconded fuch an Enter prize, 
when ever they found a Beginning made. 

This Affair ended without any * other Confer 
quence than a ftrift Search after a Brother of Cap- 
tain Mortimer , who was on Board, ^ in order to 
have put him likewife to death*, but he had the, 
good Fortune to meet with a Townfraan among 
the Crew, who hid him for four and twenty Hours ; 
in aStay-Sajl, till the Pleat of their Fury was oyer," 
and by that Means happily miffed of the Fate de- 
figned him. , . v .i : « ■ . 

Out of the other Virginia Man before fpoken of, 
they took one Edward Cbeejeman, a Carpenter, to 
fupply the Place of their , date Carpenter, He 

was a modeft lober yoimg -Man, very aver fe to 
their unlawful PrafHce, and a brave gallant Fello\V. 

/' / “ ' ‘ ^ ' There 
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There was one John Philmore of Ipfmch , formerly 
taken by them, ordered to row Cheefeman aboard 
of Mortimers Ship, whilh'the Py rates. vpolTefs’d 
themfelves of, who, feeing with what Reluftahce 
-and Uneafinefs Cheefeman was brought away, “ told 
him, he would join with him, in fome Meafures, 1 
to over-throw the fyratkaL Government,’ telling 
him withal, their prefent Condition, What Diffi- 
culties Phillip had met with to make up his Com- 
pany, and how few voluntary Py rates there f wer& 
on Board, and the like* But, however fpecious this 
feemed, Cheefeman out of ♦Prudence rejefted his 
Offers of Aiiiftance, till he faw lome Proofs of his 
Sincerity, which after a few Days he was convinced 
of, and then, they often Con fill ted ; but as the 
old Pyrates were always jealous of the new Comers, 
and confequently obfervant of their Behaviour ^ 
this was done with the utmofl: Caution,* chiefly 
when they were ly ing down together, as tho’ aileep; 
and, at other Times, when* they were playing at 
Cards $ both which they feigned often to do for 
that Purpofe*> ' * v ' / ; » 

The Pyrates went oh all the while, plundering and 
robbing feverat Ships and Veffels, bending "their 
Courfe towards Newfoundland, where they defigned 
to raife more Men, *and do all the Mifchief they 
could on the Banks, and in the Harbours. 

Newfoundland is an Ifland on the ISJorth Continent 
of America , contained between the 4 6 and 53° of 1 
N* Latitude, difcovered firft by St SebajHon Cabot 
A. D. 1497, but never fettled till the Year 1610$ 
when Mr;* Guy of Briftol revived the Afjair, and 
obtained a Patent, and himfelf to be Governor; 
The lfland'is deferred by the Natives and negiefted 
by lisp being delolate and Woody,, and the Coaft 
and Harbour only held for the Conveniency of the 
CodFiihery, tor which alone they were fettled. 

\ - <' 1 "j ' . . ■ 
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' fc The Bays and Harbours about it, are very nu- 
merous and convenient, and being deeply indented, 
makes it eafy for any Intelligence quickly to pafs 
from one Has bour to another over Land *, efpecia 11 y 
the principal, St. John s and Placentia , when the Ap- 
pearance of an Enemy makes them apprehend Danger, 
They are able to cure and export about tcoooo 
Quintals (100 Weight reach) of. Fifli, annually, 
which returns to England in Money, or the necef- 
fary Commodities of Portugal, Spain apd Italy . As it 
therefore expends abundance of Rum, Moloifus and 
Sugar, the Produft oFour Wefl-India Colonies,, and 
employs a Number of Eifhermen from home every 
Seafon,by whole Induftry and Labour only this Fifh 
is purchafed, it may very well be ‘reckon’d an ad- 
vantagious Branch of Trade. 0! » 

But the plrefent Delign of this Digrefllon being 
not to giveran exa£t Defcription of the Country 
or Fifhery ^;but rather how it accidentally* con- 
tributes to raife, j or fupport the Py rates already 
rais’d, I fhall obferve,.! 4 r 4 . V /; r5 rj 

Firft, That our Weft Country Filhing-Ships, viz. 
from Topjham, Barn ft able and Briftol^ who chiefly at- 
tend the Fifhing Seafons, tranfport over a conli- 
derable Number of poor Fellows every Summer, 
whom they engage at low Wages, and are by their 
Terms to pay for Paffage back to England . When 
the Newfoundland Ships left that Country, towards 
‘Winter' in the Year 1720, thefe Paifengers mutter’d 
1 1 00, who, during the Seafon of Bufinefs, i (the 
Hardnefs of their Labour, and Chilnefs -of the 
Nights, pinching them very much) are moftly fond 
of drinking Black Strap, (a ftrong Liquor ufed 
there, and made from Rum, Moloffus, and Chow- 
der Beer }) by this the Majority of them out-run 
the Conftable, and then: are neceffitated to come • 
tinder hard Articles ofrServitude for their Mainte- 
nance in the Winter j no ordinary Charge, indeed. 
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when the Bar rennets of the Country is confider’d, 
and the Stock or* Provifion laid in, happen to fell 
Ihort, in Proportion to the Computation made of 
the People remaining there the Winter, which are 
generally about ij or 1800. The Mahers refiding 
there think* Advantages taken on their iSeceilities, 
no more than a juft and lawful Gain; and either 
bind fuch for the next Summer s Service, or fell 
their Proviftohs out to them at extravagant Rates ; 
Bread from 15 s. to 50, immediately at the depar- ' 
ting of the Ships, and fo or other forts of Food in 
Proportion } wherefore not being able to fubfift 
themlelves, or in any likely Way o; clearing the - 
Reckoning, to the Mafters, they lometimes run 
away with Shallops and Boats, and begin on pyrati- 
caJ Exploits, as Phillips and his Companions, whom 
we are now treating of, had done. 

And fecondly ( which is more opportunely for 
them,) they areyjftted every Summer, almoft, by * 
fome Set of Py rates or other, already rais’d, who 
call here for the fame Purpoie, ("if young Beginners) 
and to lay in a Store of Water and Provisions, 
which they find imported, much or little, by all the 
Ships that ufe the Trade. 

Towards this Country Phillips was making his 
Way, and took on the Voyage, befides thole above- 
mentioned, one Salter , in a Sloop off the Ifle of Sa- 
bles, which. Velfel they made ufe of themfelves, and 
gave back Mortimer* s Ship to the Mate and Grew. The 
fame Day, viz*, the 4th of April, took a Scooner, 
one ChadivelL Mafter, which they fcuttled, in or* 
der to fink 4 but Capt. Phillips unde rftanding* that 
fhe, belong’d to Mr. Minors at Newfoundland, with 
whofe Velfel they firft went off a py rating, a Qualm 
of Confcience came athwart his Stomach/ and he 
faid to his Companions, We have * done him Injury 
enough already ^ Wo order’d the Velfel immediately to 
be repair’d, and return’d her to the Mafter. 
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That Afternoon they chac-d another VeiTel, and 
at 'Night came irp with her, the Matter of which 
was .a Saint of Nm-England, nam’d Dependence Elle-Y 
rjiy who taking Phillips for a Pyrafe,. he toldlrm was 
the Reafcn that., he- gave him the Trouble of cha- 
cing to long *, which being relented by thefe Men of 
Honour, they made poor Dependence dance about 
the Deck till he was weary. . ^ * 

Within few Days federal other VefTels had the 
fame Misfortune, the Matters Names- were* "as foU* 
low, Jofma Elwe!L> Samuel Elwell, Mr. Combs, Mr. 



The 14th of they took a SloOp- belonging 
'to Cape Andrew Harradwe Matter *, they look’d; 
upon this Veffel more fit for their Purpofe, and lb 
came aboard, keeping only the/ Mutter of her Pri*/ 
loner,, and fending, Harmdine's Grew away, in Sal- 
ter s Veifel, which, they, till this Time, detain’d;* 
To this Harradine^ Ghee f emeu the Carpenter, broker 
his Mind, and brought him into the? Confederacy-) 
to deftroy the Crew, which was put in Execution 
four Days afterwards, - : Sht" ' • ,v 

Harradine and the reft were for doing*, the Bu?/, 
finefs in; the Night, as believing they might be more 
opportunely furpm’d ; for Nut, the Matter, being a 
Fellow of great Strength, and no lefs Courage, it was 
thought dangerous to attack him without Fire- Arms ; 4 
however, Dheefeman was re fb lute to have it per-: 
form’d, by Daydight^ as the leaft liable; to, Confu- 
fion ^ and; as to the Matter, he offer’d to lay Hands * 
on him firft.: \Jppn this ’twas concluded on, 12 at 
Noon was the appointed Time - 7 in order for the Butt- 
TxetsCheefeman leaves his work-in g Tools on > the Deck,/ 
as, though he had been going to ufe them, and wal- 
ked aft $ r but perceiving fome Signs of Timidity, inc 
flmadmc , he comes back, fetches his Brandy Bottle 
and gives him and the reft a Dram^ then drnak 

-1 A .... • . , . *\ \ , £■ ' ' ; • » • i • ; <■ * * ; *■ - to 
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to' Btrrilj the Boatfwain, and the Matter, To their 
next therry Meetings and u£ he puts the Bottle *, then 
he takes a Turn asking what he thought 

of the Weather, and fuch like. In the mean while 
'FUejridre takes up the Axe, and turns it round up- 
on* the Pointy as it at Play, then both he and Har- 
iradrne wink at 1pm* thereby letting him know they 
were ready * upon which Signal he feizesiVa/- fyy 
the Collar,- with one Hand between his Legs, and 
tofs’dhitn over the Side of the VefTel, but, he holding 
by Cheefeman’s Sleeve/ faid. Lord have Mercy upon me ! 
\what are you going to do , Cay pent er ? He told him it was 
an unneceffary Queftion, For, fays he, Mdfier y you 
are *?■ dead Man, fp ftrikes him over theyArm, Nut 
looles his Hold, tumbles into the Sea, and never 
fpokemore,' * : -V '> . ‘ * ' , I 

By this time the Boatfwain was dead * for as fbon 
as Filemdre law the Matter laid hold of, he railed up 
the' Axe, and divided his ,Enemy YHead in two : Thfe 
Noile brought the" Captain upon ^Deckiwhpm Ckeefe v 
man falut^d with the- Blow of a Mallet, which broke 
his JaW-Bone, but did not knock him down ; Hdr - 
radine came-in then with the Carpenter’s Adds, but 
Spathy the Gunner* dnterpofing between him and 
Captain Phillips , Cheefeman trips up his Heels, and 
flung him into the Arms of Charles Jvymay^ one of 
his Conforts, who that Inftant difchargM him in- 
to the Sea * ^Sand z$ tke fame Time Harr adine com*, 
patted his Bufinefs, '.with the Captain aforefaid i 
Cheeferpan loft no Time* but from the Deck jumps 
into the Hold, and was about to beat out the Brains 
of Archer , the Quarter-Matter, having ftruck him 
two or three Blows with his blunt Weapon the Mai, 

1 i • f r r . 4 > o * V I 1 ; i 1 - 


Evidence of their ovvn^Ihhh’ci^ce*, tHsft hf Having 
all the Spoil andPlunder ip his Cuftody, it may ap- 
pear, that thefe tragick Proceedings' were not un- 
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dertaken >yith any diftioneft View of Sizing or ap^ 
propriating the Effefts to thejnfelyes • which pru«? 
dent Advice prevail’d, and he and three more were 
made Prifoners, and fecured. *> f * 

The \Vork being done, they wept about Ship, al- 
tered the Courfe from Newfoundland to Bofion , and 
arrived fafe the 3d of May following, tp the great 
Joy p£ that Province, v f L: , f w • * - *■ 

" v ',On the t 2th of May* 1744, a fpecial Cpprtof Ad- 
miralty was held for the Tryal of theft Pyrates, 
when John Filmore, Edward Cheefeman , 3^# Combs , 
Henry Giles , Charles Ivymay r John Bootman, and Hen~ 
ry Payne , the \ feven^that confederated together for 
the Pyrates Deftruftipn, were honourably acquit r 
ted V as ajfo three French Men, John Baptis, Peter Taf- 
fery, and Ifa'ac Lajfen, and three Negroes, Pedro, Franr 
cifco> and fiery#, r And John Eofe Archer, the Quarter- 
William White , r William Taylor* and William 
Phillips , were condemned } the * two latter were re- 
prieved for a Year and a Day, v in order to be re- 
commended (though 1 don’t know for what) as Ob- 
jefts- of his Majefty’s Mercy. The two former were 
executed on the 2d of June,} and, dy’d very penitent- 
ly, making the following Declarations at the Place 
of Execution, with the Afliftance of two grave Dir- 
vines thgt attended them» 
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The dying Declarations of John Rofe Archer 
and William White, on the Day of their Exe- 
tion at Bofton, Tune 2*1724, for the Grimes 
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Firft, feparately, of Archer . 

I Greatly bewail my Profanations of the Lord’s 
Day, and my Difobedience to my Parents. 

And my Curling $nd Swearing, and my blafpe- 
ming the Name of the glorious God. * 

V. •' ' ' J ‘ ' ' * 
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Unto 
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Unto which I have added, the Sins of Unchaftity. 
And I have provoked the Holy One, at length, to 
leave me unto the Crimes of Pyracy and Robbery • 
wherein, at laft, I have brought my felf under the 
Guilt of Murder alio. .. 

f / But one Wickednefs that has led me as much 
as any, to all the reft, has been my brutifh Drun- 
kenness. ,By ftrong Drink I have been heated and 
hardened into the Crimes that are now ..more bit- 
ter than Death unto me. \:y- 

I could wilh that Mafters of Veffels would not ule 
their Men with fo much Severity, as many of them 
do, which expofes to great Temptations, 

* \ * 5 N ,: v - •' .t 

r ■' /; < And then of White. t \ \ ^ 

y-yl am now, with Sorrow, reaping the Fruits of my 
Difobedience to my Parents, who ufed their Endea- 
vours to have me inftrufted in : my Bible, and my 
jCatechifm. v i ■" ;* »• f , , . ■ . 

And the Frpits of my negle&ing the publick Wor- 
ship of God, and prophaning the holy Sabbath. 

And of my biafpheming the Name of God, my 
Maker. : • ; . ,, 

i ■ * 


' But my Drunkennefs has had a great Hand in 
bringing my Ruin upon me. 1 was drunk when I 
was enticed aboard the Pyrate. . 

And now, for all the vile Things I did aboard, I 
own the Juftice of God and Man, > in what is done 
untome. 'Sir > $2 * X’ 

z . , .. Of both together. - * ~ 

We hope, we truly hate the Sins, whereof we 
have the Burthen lying fo heavy upon our Con-* 
fciences. . *• — ■ ’■■■. . ' - 

We warn all People, and particularly young Peo- 
ple, againft fuchSins as thele. We wi{h, all may 
take Warning by us. 

We beg for Pardon, for the fake of Chrift, our 
* Saviour and our Hope is in him alone. Oh ! that 
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in kh Blood Our Seat let and Crimfon Guilt may be alltOafh- 
icd/aivayfi t '- f O i : : ,j v< •' ' f b:«f. 

We are leiifibie of anharth Heart in us/ full- of 
Wickednefs. : And we look upon God for his renew- 
ing Grace upon us. , * -I ■: v w • ;t » ; J 

V We blefs God for the Space of Repentance which 
he has given us } and* that he has not cut usv offm 
the Midland Height! of our Wickednefs. v- * s 
- v We are not without Rope, that God* ‘has, been &« 
yingly at work upon our Souls. 4 1‘ 1 * . ‘ : vco 

- ■ - * We are made ftnfible' of ou r abfblute Need of the 
.'•Righdeouffi^fe of Ghrifty that we may hand jufti- 
fied before God in that.. Wee renounce all Depen- 
dant on our own. 



-Good." The Lord Reward their Rindnefs, ■ \> jr T 
'We don’t Defpkir of Mercy < but hope, through 
Chrift, that when we dye, we ftiall find Mercy with 
'God, and be received iiito his- Kingdom. 

We wifli others/ and elpecially the Sea-faring, 
jtiay get Good-by whatVtlieyiee this Day befalling 
of us. 

r : h r 'Declared in the Tre fence of t W. E>. M. 

i t . : >,h > ,v 1 .*•*» , { j u f - ■ ^ 
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Twiggs pilled with Low for a pretty while, and 
B>te ^ I believe came away front I^mther^ along with. 

J c him - 7 he was Qjuarter-Mafter to * the Cpmp$* 
ny, and confequently had , a great Share in all the 
Barbarities cpmmitted by that execrable Gang, tiljt 
the Time they parted - which- was. about; Xhri/tf* 
znas laft, when Low- took a Ship of 12 Guns on the 
Coaft of Gjiiney y called the Dc/rg^f, (formerly the Squir.~ : 
rel Man, of War.,), commanded - by Captain Hunt* 
'Sfriggs took jtoffeffion of theVShip with eighteen 
Men, left Loxp in the Nighj^ and, came 
: Ipdf e A* This Separation w^joccafiooed by a\(^ayr> 
rpl with Low, concerning v a> r Biece of Jufticp Spriggs 
would have executed upon one ofi the Crew, for 
hilling a Man-in cold Blood,, a,s: they, call, it, on e i n r> 
fifting that he fliould be hang’d* and the other^ad 
hpihouid not. } • , A ; ‘ . ,1 ^ / 

A Day or two after they parted, Spriggs was cholh 
Captain by the* reft, and a black Enfign was ^made^ 
which they called Jolly Roger,, with the.fame^pe^ 
vice that Captain Low carried, viz,, a white Skelitpn 
|n the Middle of it,, with a Dart an one Hand fink* 

•• •• . . - * “ * J j 4 ; !«• '„;, T W'-i rn ' rt.wTJITfc i-< 
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ing a bleeding Heart, and in the other, an Hour- 
Glafs *, when this was finifhed and hoifted, they 
fired all their Guns to fa lute their Captain and 
themfelves, and then, looked out for Prey. " * 
In their Voyage to the Wejt^Indles y thefe Pyrates 
took a Portuguefe Bark, wherein they got valuable 
Plunder, 'but not contented with that alone, they 
faid they would have a little Game with the Men, 
and lo ordered them a Sweat, more for the Brutes 
Diverlion, than the poor Men’s Healths ; which 
Operation is performed after this Manner; they 
ftiek up lighted Candles circularly round the Mt- 
zon-Maft, between Decks,- within which the Pati- 
ents one at a Time enter ; without the Candies, 
the Pyrates poft themfelves, as many as can ftand, 
forming another Circle, and armed with Pen- 
Knives^ Tucks, Forks,* Compares, &c. and as he 
runs round and round, the Mufick playing at the 
fame Time,, they prick him with thofe Inftuments y 
this ufually lafts for io or 12 Minutes, which is as 
long as the miferable Man can fupport himfelf. 
When the Sweating was over, they gave the, Portu- 
guefe their Boat with a (mall Quantity of Provifions, 
and fet their VelTel on Eire. 


1 Near the Iflandf of St. Lucia , they took a Sloop 
belonging to Barbadoes, which they plundered, and 
then burnt, forcing fome of the Men tojfign their 
Articles, the others they beat and cut in a barba- 
rous Manner, becaufe they refilled to take on with 
the Crew, and then fent them away in the Boat, 
who all got fafe afterwards to Barbadoes. * 

"The next was a Mahlnico Man, Vwhich they fe r-> v 
ved as bad as they had done the : others, but did 110c 
burn their Ship. - Some Days afterwards in run- 
ning down to Leeward, they took one Captain 
ffawkinSy coming from Jamaica , loaden chiefly with 
Logwood; they took . put of her, Stores, Arms, 
Ammunition, and leveral other Things, as they 

thought 
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thought fit, and what they did not want they 
threw overboard br deftroy d*, they cut the Ca- 
bles to pieces, knocked down the Cabins, broke 
all the Windows, and in fhort took all the Pains in 
the - World to be Milchievous. They took by 
'Force, out of her, Mr. Burridge and Mr. Stephens, 
the two Mates, and jfome other Hands *, and after 
detaining the Ship from the 22d of March, to the 
29th, they let her go. On the 27th they took a 
Rhode Ifland Sloop, Captain Pike , and all his * Men 
were obliged to go aboard - the iPyrate; but the 
Mate being a grave fober Man/ and not inclinable 
to flay, they- told him, ' he fhould have his ‘Dip- 
charge, and that it fhould be immediately writ on 
his Back y whereupon he was fentenced to receive 
ten Lafhes from every Man in the Ship, which was 
rigorouily put in Execution. " * ; • - 

The next Day Mr. BurridgeyC aptain Hawkins's 
Mate, fign’d their Articles* which was fo agreea- 
ble to them (he {being a good Artift and Sailor) 
that they gave three Huzza’s, fir’d all the Guns 5 in 
the Ship, and appointed him Mafter : The Day 
was fpentin boyfterous Mirth, roaring and drink- 
ing of Healths, among which was, by Miftake, 1 
that of King George the II. for you muft know, now 
and then the Gentry are provok’d to fudden Fits of 
Loyalty, by the Expe&ation of an A£ of Grace : 
Ittfeems .'Captain Pike had heard at Jamaica that 
the King was dead, lo the Py rates 'immediately 
hoifted their Enfign Half-Maft (the Death Signal) 
and proclaim’d his Royal Highhefs, faying ,- v They 
doubted not but there would be a general Pardon in a 
twelve Month, which they would embrace and come in up- 
on, but damn 'em if they fhould be excepted out of it, they 
would murder every Englifhman that fhould fall into their 
Hands . „ • * *; f:,* ;/* } 

* jThe fecond ol April, they fpyM a Sail, and gave 
her Chace till 12 o’clock at Night, the Py rates be- 
lieved 
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lieved her to be a Spaniard, • when they came Cloife 
up to her, they di (charged ja Broadfide, with final! 
and great Shot, which, was follow’d by another, but 
the Ship making a lamentable Cry fox Quarters, 
they ceas’d firing,, and ordered the Captain to come 
aboard, which he did, but how di (appointed the 
Rogues were when they found ’t was their old Friend 
.Captain Hawking whom they had fenti away three 
Days ;before, worth not one Penny ? .This vvas fuch 
a Baulk to them, that -they refolded he ihould duf- 
fer for falling in their Way, tho’ it was fo contra- 
ry to his own Inclinations : : About 15 of them fur- 
rounded the poor Man with (harp Gutlaflies, and 
fell upon him, whereby he wasi fcon laid flat on 
tlie. Deck ; at that I.riftant Bvrridge flew, among# 
the thickeft of the Villains, and begg’d earneftly 
for his Life, upon whofe RequefL’t was granted. 
They were now moil: of ’em drunk, as is ufual ad 
this Time* of Night, fo they unanimoufly agreed to 
make a Bonfire of Hawkins ’ s Ship, which was im- 
mediately done, and in half an Hour (he was all of a 
Blaze.,;] : \ s.'s'l nV I'-i’ >;• r- *• ;• •’ ..**• 

After. this, they wanted a little more Diverfion, 
and fo Captain Hawkins was feat for down to the 
Cabin to Supper •, / what (hould the Provifion be^ 
but a Difli of Candles, which he was forced to eat, 
having a naked Sword and a PiftoL held to hi§ 
Breaftal] the while *, when this * was over, the^F 
buffeted him about for fome.Time, and fent him 
forward amongft Che other Priloners, who had been 
treated .with the feme Delicacies. i/rn:..i 'if. - ,; 

Two .Days afterwards* they anchored at a little 
uninhabited Ifland, call’d Rattan, near the Bay of Hon- 
duras, and put aihore Captain Hawkins, and feveral 
Other Men, (one' of. -them his Eaffenger) who dy’d 
there of the Hardfhips he underwent. They gave 
them Powder and Ball, and a Mufquet, with which 
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they were to Ihiftasthey could, failing away the next 
Day-foir other-Adsr^ntures:-^. \> •• S ..,I -in -i 
Captain Hawkins, and his unfortunate Compani- 
ons, ftaid 1 9 Days upon this iiland, fuppjying them-; 
ielyes with both Filh ; and Fowl, fnch as they were* 
at which Time, came two Men Tn a; Canoe, that 
had, been left upon another marropn Iiland near 
Benacca , who carry ’d the Company at feyeral, 
Times thither, it being more convjBni^nt iia having 
a. good Well of frelh Water, and Plenty of FifliJ 

J ^ oi: 
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hood in, and took them off-, fhe was. t,he Merriam, 
Captain Jones, lately efcaped out of the Bay of Horn 
Auras , from being taken by the Spaniards. ; _ -3 
At an Iiland to the Weftward^ the Py rates cleared 
their Ship, and fail’d towards the Ifland of St* 
Chriftophers , to wait for one Captain Moor r who com- 
manded the Eagle Sloop, when ♦ ihe took Lomheris 
upon the Careen, at Blanco } Spriggs relolved to put 
him to Death, whenever he took him, for, falling 
upon his Friend and Brother, but infteadof Moor 4 
he found a Fr^cA Man? of War from Martlnko, up- 
on the Goaft, which Spriggs not thinking fit to con- 
tend with, run away with all the Sail he could 
make, the French Man crowded after him, and was 
very likely to fpeak with Mr. < Spriggs, when un-t 
fortunately his Main-Top-Maft came by the Board, 
which obliged hpn to. give over the Ghace. ,1 *4 
Spriggs {then flood to the Northward, towards 
Burmudas , or the Summer Ifles , and took a Scooner 
belonging to Bcjhn } he took out all the Men and 
'funk the Veffej, and had the impudence to tell the 
Mafter, that he defigned to encreafe his Compa- 
ny on the Banks of Newfoundland , and then would 
fail fbr the Coaft of New-£ngland fn quefl of Cap- 
tain Solgard, whpfiatta^k’d. and took their Confert 
Charles Harris , Spriggs being then in Low's Sloop, 

who 
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who very fairly run for it. {The Py rate ask’d the * 
Matter if he knew Captain Solgard , who anfwering 
, No- he ask’d another the fame Queftion, and then 
a third] who -laid hei knew him very well, upoii J 
which Spriggs ordered him to be fweated, which was 
done in the Manner before defcrib’d. /«. * 

Inftead of going to Newfoundland as the. Pirates 
threatened, they came back to - the Iflands/a'nd to 
Windward of St. Chrifiophers , on the 4th of June 
laft, took a Sloop, Nicholas Trot Matter, belonging 
to St. Euflatia } and wanting a little Diverflon, they 
hoifled the Men as high as the Main and Fore Tops, 
and let them run down amain, enough to break all 
the Bones in their Skins, and after they had pret- 
ty well crippled them by this cruel ITfage, and 
whipp’d them about the Deck, they gave Trot his 
Sloop, and let him go, keeping back only 2 of his 
Men, befides the Plunder of the Velfel. ' r ' V 
' Within two or three Days they took a Ship co- 
ming from Rhode- Jf and to St. Chrifiophers, loa den 
with Provifions and fome * Horfes y the Py rates 
mounted the Horfes and rid them about the Deck 
backwards and forwards a full Gallop, like Mad- 
men at New- Alar bet, curling, fwearing, and hallow- 
ing, at fuch a Rate, that made the poor Creatures 
wild, and at length, two or three of them throw- 
ing their Riders, they fell upon the Ship’s Crew, 
and whipp’d, and cut, and beat them in a barbarous 
Manner, telling them, it was for bringing ‘Horfes 
without Boots and Spurs* for want of which they 
were not able to ride them. 1 1 

This is the laft Account we have had of Captain 
Spriggs, I lhall only add the two following Relations, 
and conclude. 


t 

A Brigantine belonging to Briftot, one Mr. Row* 
ry Matter, had been trading at Gambia, m 
Africa, and falling as low as Cape Mount, to finifli 
* 1 the 
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the flawing of the Veffel, he had, by a Misfortune 
ufua'l'at that Part of the Coaft, his Mate, Surgeon, 
and two fnore of his Men, * Panyarrd by the Ne- 
groes/ " The Remainder of his Company, which was 
not above 5 or 6 in Number, took this Opportunity; 
and feiz’d. the Veffel in the Road, making the Ma- 
fier ‘ Pnfbher. ///' ^ ') 

' c Yo# will think it prodigious impudent that fo 
finalk a ' Number fbould undertake* to proceed a 
pyrafing, efpecially when neither of them had fuf- 
ficient Skill in Navigation : Yet this they did, lea- 
ving thofe People, their Ship-Mates abovemention’d, 
to the Mercy of the barbarous Natives, and fail’d 
away, down the Coaft, making them a black Flag, 
which they merrily faid, would be as good as 50 
Men more, ue\ would ?carry as much Terror • and 
that .they' did not doubt of foon increasing their 
Crew!,' to put them in an enterprizing Capacity ; but 
their vain Projection was foon happily fruftrated, 
and after this ^Manner. , : ' ,, V <//// • 

- The l Ma%r nvhofe Life they had prefer ved, (per- 
haps ’only for Applying their own Unskillfulnefs 
in Navigation,) adviled them, that fince contrary 
to their Expectations, they had met with no Ship 
between Cape Mounts and the Bite of Calabdr , to. pro- 
ceed to the Ifland of St. Thomas s, where they might, 
recruit with Proviifions and Water, and fell off the" 
Slaves /about 70 of them) which they perceived 
would be a ufelefs Lumber, and incommodious to/ 
their Defign. % They arrived there in Augufl iji\ > 
and one Evening, while Part of them were on Shore, 
applying , for. this Purpofe to the Governor, and the 
other “Part carelefly from the Deck, Mr. Rowry 
liepp’dinto the Boat belonging to the Veffel, and . 


* Term for Healing of Men tiled all over the Coaft » 
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ying no other Boat to purfue, nor a Musket, ready 
to fire, he got fate on Shore, and ran to the Gover- 
nor with his Complaint, who immediately Impri- 
foned thofe already there, and fent„a Launch off to 
take the reft out of the Ship. ; . 

The S wallow arrived at St. T*hotn 4 s* s.the Beginning 
of October following, where, on'Mr. to^’sRemoi!- 
ftrance, Application was made to the Portuguese Go- 
vernor of that Ifland, for a Sur render y of thefe five^ 
Englifh Prifoners then in the Caftle ; but he not on- 
ly peremptorily excufed himfelf from it, fas a Mat- 
ter out of his Power, without particular Direction, 
from the Court of Portugal ; but withal infinuated,, 
that they had only taken Refuge there from the 
Hardfliips and Severity they had met with from 
their Mafter. The manner of Denial, and the ava-o 
ritious Temper of the Gentleman, which \ had Oc- 
cafion to be acquainted with, makes it very fufpi- 
cious, that he propofed confiderable Gains to /him-, 
felf ; for if Mr. Rowry had not made fiich an Efcape 
to him, the Slaves had been his for little or, nothing* 
as a Bribe to filence his Sufpicions, which any Man, 
lefs acute than he, muft have had from the awkward 
and unskilful Carriage of fiich Merchants, But e- 
nough of this ; perhaps he is not the only Governor: 
abroad that finds an In ter eft in countenancing thefe 
Fellows. * ' , 
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An Account of the Pyracies and Murders 
■ committed by Tbilip Roche j Iffr. 

' * ' , / u * A 4 f 4 / ; j J j I f > { JL , 4 * r j fit *1 

V „ .ioijij / . ’ ~ . of AO n j# ] f ** { . 

P HI Up Roche was born in IreUnd r m& from hisYouth 
had been bred up to the Sea; he was a brisk 
genteel Fellow, of 30 Years of Age at the Time of 
his Death ; one whofe black and favage Nature did 

no 
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mo Ways anfwer the Comlinels of his Perlbn, his 
Life being almoft one continued Scene of Villany, be- 
fore he was dilcovered to have committed the hor- 
rid Murders we are now Ipeaking oh 4 f , 
This inhumane Monfter had been concerned with 
others, in infurhig Ships to a great Value, and then 
deftrpying them ; by which Means, and other 
Rogueries, he had got u a little Money ; and being 
Mate of a Ship, was dilligent enough in trading for 
himlelf between Ireland and France , fo that he was 
in a Way of getting himlelf a comfortable Liveli- 
hood i But, aS he relblved to be rich, and finding 
fair Dealing brought in Wealth butflowly, he con* 
triv’d to put other Things in Execution, and. cer- 
tainly had murthered feveral innocent "Perlons in 
the Profecution of his abominable Schemes ; but as 
I have now forgot the particular Circumftances of 
thole Relations, I IhaU confine my felf at prelent to 
the Faft for which he fuffer'd. 4 - v 

- Rock getting acquainted with one Neal, a Filher-* 
man at Corky Whom he found ready for any villainous 
Attempt, he imparted his Delign to him, who be- 
ing pleas’d with the Pro) eft, brings one Pierce Culleri 
and his Brother into 1 the Confederacy, together 
with One Wife, who at firft was Very unwilling to 
come into their Mealures, and, indeed, had the leaffe 
Hand in the Perpetration of what follows^ :• r * 
They pitch’d uponaVeffel in the Harbour, 
longing to Peter Tartoue y a French' Man, to execute 
their cruel Intentions upon* becaufe it was a final! 
one, arid had not a great Number of Hands on 
Board, and ’twas eafy afterwards to exchange it 
for one more fit fdr Py racy ; and therefore they ap- 
ply ’d themfelves to the Matter of her, for a Palfiige 
to Nantzl y : whereto the Ship was bound * and actor- 
•dingtyj the Beginning Or ^ '-November i^if , they went 
flboatd^ and when at Sea, Philip Roche being an expe* 
x tended Sailor! the pallet of the. Veflel readily 
” r ' ■ “ ' 1 ' D i %■ " tl ufted 
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trufted him with the Care of her, at times/while* 
he and the Mate went to reft. r > .•> r r . ; J 
The 15th of November , at Night, was the Time 
defigned for the Tragedy -but FrancisWife relented, 
and’ appear’d defirous to, divert them from > their 
bloody Purpofes. Roche f( fometinfes called Cap- 
tain) told him, Rljat as Cullen and he hadyfuflained 
great Lcjfes at Sea , unlefs every\ Irilhman prefint would 
ajflfl in repairing their Loffes y by murthering all the French 
Rogues^ and running away with the Ship , he fliould.fujfer 
the fame Fate with the French Men y but if all would af- 
m all Jhould have a Share in the Booty < jUpon this, 
they all refolded alike, and Captain Roche ordered 
three Frenchmen and a Boy up to hand theTopfails, 
the Matter and Mate being : then afleep in their' Ca-: 
bins-d The two firft that came down, they beat out 
their Brains and threw them over-board : The 
other two feeing what was done, ran up to the Top- 
matt Head* but Cullen followed them, and taking the 
Boy by the Arm, toft him into the Sea y then dri- 
ving down the Man, thofe below knocked ',him on 
the Head, and threw him over-board. „ r t urj 
VThofe who were afteep,. ’being awakened by the 
difmal Skrieks and Groans of dying Men, u ran upon 
Deck in Confufion, to enquire into the. Caufe of 
fuch runufuaP Noifes y but the fame Cruelty was 
immediately afted towards them, e’er they could 
be fenftble of the Danger that threatened them, f 
They were now (as Roche himfelf afterwards con- 
fefs ^ 6 ) all over as wet with: the Blood that 4 had been fpilt y 
as if they had been dipped in Water y or flood in] a Shower of 
Rain y r nor did they regard it any more . i Roche y laid. 
Captain ^Tartoue ufed many Words for Mercy, and 
asked them, if he had not ufed them with Civility 
•and Kindnefs If they were not of the fame Chri- 
ftian Religion, and owned the fame bleffed Jefus y and 
the like-'? i But they, not regarding what he faid, 
. took Cords /and bound .the poor Matter and his 
/ r .,f'r it •„ :* o. Mate 
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Mate Back to Back, and while that was doing, 
both' of them begged with the utmoft Earnefthefs, 
and ufed the moft folemn Intreaties, that they would 
atleaft allow them a few Minutes to fay their Pra- 
yers, and beg Mercy of^od for the various Sins and 
Offences of their Lives : But it did not move them, 
( though all the reft were dead, and no Danger could 
be apprehended from them two alone) for the bound 
Perfons were hurry’d up and thrown into the Sea. 

. The Maffacre being finifhed, they walked them- 
felves a little from the Blood, and fearched the 
Chefts and Lockers, and all 'Places about the Ship, 
and then fet down in the Captain V Cabin, and 
refrefhed themfelves with fome Rum they found 
there, and (as -Roche confeffed ) were never merrier 
in* their Lives; ; They invefted Roche, with the 
Command of the Ship, and calling him .Captain,' 
talked over their Liquor, what rare Aftions they 
would perform about Cape Briton , Sable fjle , and the * 
Banks of Newfoundland, whither they defigned to 5 
go as Toon as they had recruited their Company, 7 
and got abetter Ship, which they propofed fpee- 
dily to do. : ' • ' - " ' * • *. v 

Roche taking upon himfelf the Command of the 
VeffeJ, Andrew Cullen was to pafs for a Merchant or * 
Super-cargo ; but when they bethought themfelves, 
that they were in Danger of being difcovered by 
the Papers -of the Ship, relating to the Cargo, as 
Bills of Lading, &c. therefore they erafe and take 
out the Name of the French . Matter, ~ and inftead 
thereof, inferted the Name^of Roche , fo that it 
flood in the Ship’s Papers, Veter Roche Matter^ that 
then having fo few Hands on Board, they contri- 
ved if they met any Ships, to give out, that they 
had loft fome Hands by their being wafhed over- 
board in a Storm, and by that Means fcreen them- 
felves from being fulpefted of having committed 
fome fuch wicked Att, by Reafon of the Fewnefs of 
■ : D d 3 their 


their Hands on Board ; and alfo might prevail with 
foftie Ship to fpare them fome, on Confideration of 
their pretended Difafter. » to; i . » tiu 

... In going to Cates they were in Diftrefs by the 
Weather, and being near Lisbon , they made :; Com- 
plaint to a Ship, but obtained no Affiftanee. They 
were then obliged to fail back for England , and put 
into the Port of Dartmouth \ but then they were in 
fear leaft they might be difeovered, therefore to pre- 
vent that, they refolve to alter the Ship, and getting 
Workmen, they take down the Mizzen-Maft, and 
build a Spar Deck* and* made Rails, (on pretence 
that the Sailors had been walk’d overboard) to fe~ 
cure the Men. Then they took down the Image of 
St. Peter at the Head of the Ship, and put up a Lion 
an its Place, .and painted over the Stern of the Ship 
with Red, and new nam’d her the Mary Snow* The 
Ship being thus alter’d that they thought it could* 
not be known, they fancy’d themfelves pretty fe-r 
cure \ but wanting Money to defray the Charge of 
thefe Alterations, Roche , as Matter of the Veffel, 
and Andrew Cullen , as Merchant, apply themfelves 
to the Officers of the Cuftoms for Liberty to difpofo 
of feme of the Cargo, in order to pay the Work'* 
men ; which they having obtained, they fold fifty 
eight Barrels of Beef, and having hired three more. 
Hands, they fet Sail for Ofiend , and there having 
fold more Barrels of Beef, they fleet their Courfe 
•to Rotterdam , dilpofe of the reft of -the Cargo, and 
took in one Mr. Ann e fly 9 who freighted the Ship for 
England ; but in their Paffage, inaftormy Night, 
it being very dark, they toob up Mr. Annefly their 
Paffenger, and threw him into the Sea, who fwam 
about the 'Ship a pretty while, calling out for Life, ; 
and telling them they fixouldi have all his Goods, 
if they would receive him again into the Veffel; 
But in vain were his Cries ? 

*, ' * * < W •<*. 4- 
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N After this, they were obliged to put intp fede- 
ral Ports, and by contrary Winds, came to the 
Coaft of France, and hearing there was an Enqui- 
ry made after the Ship, Roche quits her at Havre de 
Grace , and leaves the Management to Cullen and the 
reft ^ who having fhipp’d other Men, fail’d away, 
to Scotland , and there quitted the Velfel, which was 
afterwards leized and brought into the River of 
Thames . .... 

Some Time after this, Philip Roche came to London , 
and making lome Claim for Money, he had made 
Infurance of, in the Name of John Euflace , the 
Officer was apprized of the Fraud, and hearrefted 
and flung into the Compter } from whence directing 
a Letter to his Wife, flie ftiewed it to a Friend, 
who difcovered by it, that he was the principal 
Villain concerned in the Definition of Veter Tartoue, 
and the Crew. Upon this, an Information was given 
to my Lord Carteret, that thePerfon who went by the 
Name of John Euflace, was Philip Roche, as aforefaid* 
and being brought down by his Lordfiiips Warrant, 
he ftifly deny’d it for fbme Time, notwithftanding 
a Letter was found in his Pocket, direfted to him 
by the Name of Roche \ but being confronted by a 
Captain of a Ship, who knew him well, he con- 
feffed it, but prevaricated in feveral Particulars } 
whereupon he was committed to Newgate upon 
violent Sufpicion, and the next Day was brought 
down again at his own Requeft, confeifed the whole, 
defired to be made an Evidence, and promifed-to 
convift three Men worfe than himlelf. Two were 
difcovered by him, who died milerably in the Mar- 
jhalfea,and Roche himfeif was afterwards try’d, (no 
more being taken,) found Guilty of the Pyracy, 
and executed. N 
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An ABSTRACT of the Civil Law 

■ 

and Statute Law now in Force, in Re- 

f ' t • 

lation to Pyracy* 
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/V Hoftis humanis generis, a common 
^ gyg Enemy , neither faith nor Oath is 

to be kept , according to Tully. ^77^ ffce 
jLimr <?/ Nature , Princes and States' are re- 
fponfible for their NegleEb y if they do not provide Reme- 
dies for refraining thefe fort of Robberies . 7h ongh Py- 
rates are called common Enemies , yet they are properly not 
to be termd fo. He is only to be honour'd with that Name y 

fays Cicero, who hath a Commonwealth , a Court , a Trea- 
fury, Confent and Concord of Citizens , and fome Way, if 
Occdfton be y of Peace and League ; But when they have 
reduced them] elves into a Government or State , as thofe of 
Aigier, Sally «, Tripoly, Tunis, and the like , they then- 
are allowed the Solemnities of War y and the Rights of he - 

• V ' • \ , / ! 

gat ion* ' 

If Letters of Marque be granted to a Merchant , and 
he furnijhes out a Ship y with a Captain and Mariner s y and 
they y inftead of taking the Goods , cr Ships of that Nation 
< again ft whom their Commiffton is awarded r take the Ship 
and Goods of a Friend* y this is Pyracy y and if the Ship 
arrive in any Part of his Majefty' s Dominions y it will be 
feiz,ed y and for" ever loft to the Owners y but they are no 
way liable to make Satisfaction. 

If a Ship is affaulted and taken by the Pyrates y for Re- 
demption of which , the Mafter becomes a Slave to the Cap- 
torsy by the Law Marine, the Ship and Lading are tacitly 
obliged for his Redemption y by a general Contribution y but if 



( 425 ) 

it happen through his own Folly , then no Contribution is to 

be made. v ■ . < , V\ ‘/-V,, % • '-t ■ : : 

\Jf Subjefts in Enmity with the Crown of England, are 
abord an Englilh Pyrate , in Company with Englilh,, and 
a Robbery is committed, and they are taken it is Felony in 
the Englilh, but not: in the Stranger j for it was no Py* 
racy in them , but the Depredation of an Enemy , and they 
will be tried by a Martial Law . v 

If Pyracy is committed by Subjects in Enmity with Eng- 
land, upon the Britifh Seas, it is properly only punifhable 
by the Crown, of England, who have iftud regimen & 
Dominnm exclufive of all other Power. \ . iV> ‘ i,\ ^ 

If Pyracy be committed on the Ocean , and the Pyrates in 
the Attempt be overcome , the Captors may, without any So- 
lemnity of Condemnation^ hang them up at the, Main-Tar d * 7 
if they are brought to the next Port , and, the Judge re- 
jects the Tryal , or the Captors cannot wait for the Judge, 
without Peril or Lofs , Jufltce may be done upon them by 
the Captors. % , N r », ’ 

If Merchandize be delivered to a Mafler , to carry to one 
Port , and he carries it to another , and fells and difpofes of it, 
this is not Felony \ but if, after unlading it at the fir ft Port, 
he retakes it, it is Pyracy. r .\ v . ^ < 

If a Pyrate attack a Ship, and the Mafler for Redemption, 
gives his Oath to pay a Sum of Money, tho 1 there be nothing 
taken, yet it is Pyracy by the Law Marine. 

If a Ship is riding at Anchor, and the Mariners all a~ 
Jhore , and a Pyrate attack her, and rob her , this is Pyracy. 

If a Marl commit pyracy upon the Sub j efts of any Prince , 
or Republick, ( though in Amity with us,) and brings ■the 
poods into England, and fells them in a Market Overt, 
the fame fit all bind, and the Owners are for ever excluded . 

* Jf a Pyrate enters a Port of this Kingdom, and robs a 
Ship at Anchor there, it is not Pyracy,, becaufe not done, 
fiiper altum Mare ; but is Robbery at common Law, be- 
caufe infra Corpus Comitatus. A Pardon of all Felonies 
dees not extend to Pyracy , but the fame ought to be efpecially 
%amed. 

■ £y 
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By 28 H. 8. A furthers and Robberies committed upon 
the Sea , or /# of^or Places, where, the Admiral ; pretends 
‘ Jurifdillion , JW/ enquired into , try 7 d, heard, and de~* 

t ermine d^ in fuch Places' and Counties^ within the Re aim , 
m jhall be limited by the King's Commijjion, in like Manner 
W if fuch Offences were done at Land • And fuch Commif * 
(being under the Great Seat) fhall be '■directed to the 
ford Admiral , fe Lieutenant or Deputy , 1 0 three or 

four fuch others as the Lord Chancellor fhall name \ K 

^ri**"*tfioners 9 or three of them , Power to 


enquire of fuch Offences by twelve lawful Men of the Corn * 
/)', fo limited in their Commijfion , ^ V/ Offences were 
done at Land, within the fame County f und every JndiU- 
pieht fo found and prefented, fijall be good in Law } and 



- Murder and Felony done at Land . Alfo the fryal of fitch 
Offences (if they be denied) fhall be had by twelve Men of 
the County, limited in the faid Comm if ion , (as afore faid , ) 
and no Challenge fhall be had for the Hundred :■ And fuch 
as fhall be convict of fuch Offences, fhall fuffer Death with * 
*out Benefit of Clergy, and forfeit Land * and Goods , as in 
Cafe of Felonies and Murders done at Land • 

* this A& fhall not prejudice any ' Perfon, or Perfons , 
(urged by Neceffity ) for taking KiStuals, Cables, Ropes , 
Anchors or Sails , out of another Ship that may fp are them, 
jo as they either pay ready Money , or Money wort h for them , 
or give a Bill for the Payment thereof j if on this Side the 
Straits of Gibraltar, within four Months m , if beyond, 
within twelve Months . 

When any fuch Commiffwn fhalhbe fent to any Place 
within the furifdiftiGn of the Cinque-Ports, it fhall be 
dire lied to the Warden of the faid Ports , or his Deputy 
with three or four other Perfons, as the Lord Chancellor fhall 
Name y and the Inquifition or Try al’ % of fuch Offences, 
there , fhall be made and had, by the Inhabitants of the faid 
Ports, and Members of the fatfye* 


4 
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By n and 12 W. 3. c. 7. //* arty natural born Sub > 
jeEts or Denizons of England, commit Pyracy, or any AEt 
of Hoflility , againfl bis Majefly^s Subjects at Sea , under 
Colour of a Commijflon or Authority , foreign 

Prince or State , cr Perfon whatfoever, fuch Offenders fall 
be adjudged Py rates* 

If any Commander or Mafler of a Ship, or Seaman orMa? 
finer, give up bis Ship, See. to Py rates, or combine to yield 
up, or run away with any Ship , or lay violent Hand on his 
Commander , or endeavour to make a Revolt in ' the Ship , he 
flail be adjudged a Pyrate . - 

All ferfons who after the 29th of September 1720, 
Jhall fet forth any Pyrate (or be aiding and off fling to any 
fuch Pyratef), committing Pyracy on Land or Sea , or jhall 
conceal fuch Pyrate s , or receive any Feffel or Goods fyrati- 
caUy taken, flail be adjudged acceffary to fuch Pyracy, and 
' fyfflr as Principals, • v , • 

By 4 G. c. i t. $e£l. 7. All Perfons who have commit - 
or flail commit any Offences, for which \ they ought to 
he adjudged Pyratesj by the AEt, T 1 and 12 W. 3. c. 7. 
may be tried for every fuch Offence, in fuch Manner as by 
the A El 28 H. 8. c. 15. is directed for the Try al of Fy~ 
rates } and Jhall not have the Benefit of Clergy . 

SeOr. 8. Thfl AEt flail not extend to Perfons convlEled or 
■attainted in Scotland. . \ 

Seft. 9. Ibis Act flail extend to his Maje fly's pominir 
ons in America, and be tahn as a publick AEt* 
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